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which  IS  still  in  a  very  perfect  state.  See  Itinerar.  Wesseling,  p.  69 ; 
%nd  Sihaw's  Travels.  t>.  117. 
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imin ;  since,  according  to  tne  reasoning  of  tyrants,  those  iilio 
have  been  esteemed  worthy  of  the  throne  deserve  death,  and 
those  who  deliberati  have  already  rebelled.^'* 

The  family  of  Gordianus  was  one  of  the  most  illustrious 
of  the  Roman  senata.  On  the  father's  side  he  was  descended 
from  the  Gracchi ;  on  his  mother's,  from  the  emperor  Trajan. 
A  great  estate  enabled  him  to  support  the  dignity  of  his  birth, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  he  displayed  an  elegant  tafrte  and 
beneficent  disposition.  The  palace  in  Rome,  formerly  inhab- 
ited by  the  great  Pompey,  had  been,  during  several  genera- 
tions, in  the  possession  of  Gordian's  family.^^  It  was  distin* 
guished  by  ancient  trophies  of  naval  victories,  and  decorated 
with  the  works  of  modern  painting.  His  villa  on  the  road  tc 
Pr»neste  was  celebrated  for  baths  of  singular  beauty  and  ex 
tent,  for  three  stately  rooms  of  a  hundred  feet  in  length,  and 
for  a  magnificent  portico,  supported  by  two  hundred  columns 
of  the  four  most  curious  and  costly  sorts  of  marble.  ^^  The 
public  shows  exhibited  at  his  expense,  and  in  which  the  people 
were  entertained  with  many  hundreds  of  wild  beasts  and  glad- 
iators,^'^  seem  to  surpass  the  fortime  of  a  subject ;  and  whilsl 
the  liberality  of  other  magistrates  was  confined  to  a  few  sol- 
emn festivals  in  Rome,  the  magnificence  of  Gordian  was 
repeated,  when  he  was  sedile,  every  month  in  the  year,  and 
extended,  during  his  consulship,  to  the  principal  cities  of  Italy. 
He  was  twice  elevated  to  the  last-mentioned  dignity,  by  Car- 
acalla  and  by  Alexander;   for  he  possessed  the  uncommon 


^*  Herodian,  L  vii.  p.  239.    Hist.  August,  p.  153. 

^  Hist.  Aug.  p.  152.  The  celebrated  house  of  Pompey  m  carmit 
was  usurped  by  Marc  Antouy,  and  consequently  became,  after  the 
Triumvir's  death,  a  part  of  the  Imperial  domain.  The  emperor  Trajan 
allowed,  and  even  encouraged,  the  rich  senators  to  purchase  those 
magnificent  and  useless  places,  (PUn.  Panegyric,  c.  50  ;)  and  it  may 
seem  probable,  that,  on  this  occasion,  Pompey's  house  came  into  the 
possession  of  Gordian's  great-grandfather. 

'*  The  Claudian,  the  Numidiau,  the  Carystian,  and  the  Synnadlan. 
die  colors  of  Koman  marbles  h<3ve  been  faintly  described  and  imper- 
tectly  distinguished.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  Carystian  was  i 
KtA  'green,  and  that  the  marble  of  Synnada  was  wMte  mixed  with 
ova.  spots  of  purple.     See  Salmasius  ad  Hist.  August,  p.  164. 

'^  Hist.  August,  p.  151,  152.  He  sometimes  gave  five  hundred 
pair  of  gladiators,  never  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty.  He  oiBce 
gave  for  the  use  of  the  circus  one  himdred  Sicilian  and  as  many  Cap* 
padocian  horses.  The  animals  designed  for  hunting  were  chiefly 
bears,  boars,  boUa,  stags,  elks,  wild  asses,  &c.  Elephaats  and  lion* 
>eem  tc  ha^e  bceu  appropriated  to  Imperial  magnificence. 
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alent  of  acquiring  the  esteem  of  virtuous  princes,  without 
alarming  the  jealousy  of  tyrants.  His  long  life  was  inno- 
nently  spent  in  the  study  of  letters  and  the  peaceful  honon 
of  Rome ;  and,  till  he  uras  named  proconsul  of  Africa  by  the 
voice  of  the  senate  and  the  approbation  of  Alexander,^  be 
appears  prudently  to  have  declined  the  command  of  armies 
and  the  government  of  provinces.*  As  long  as  that  emperoi 
lived,  Africa  was  happy  under  the  administration  of  his 
worthy  representative  :  afler  the  barbarous  Maximin  had 
usurped  the  throne,  Gordianus  alleviated  the  miseries  which 
he  was  unable  to  prevent.  When  he  reluctantly  accepted  the 
purple,  he  wsis  above  fourscore  years  old ;  a  last  and  ral- 
iiable  remains  of  the  happy  age  of  the  Antonines,  whose  vir- 
tues be  revived  in  his  own  conduct,  and  celebrated  in  an  ele- 
gant poem  of  thirty  books.  With  the  venerable  proconsul, 
his  son,  who  had  accompanied  him  into  Africa  as  his  lieuten- 
int,  was  likewise  declared  emperor.  Hts  manners  wer9  iesi 
pure,  but  his  character  was  equally  amiable  with  that  of  his 
lather.  Twenty-two  acknowledged  concubines,  and  a  library 
of  sixty*two  thousand  volumes,  attested  the  variety  of  his  in- 
clinations; and  from  the  productions  which  he  lef\  behind 
him,  it  appears  that  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter  were 
designed  for  use  rather  than  for  ostentation.^^  The  Roman 
people  acknowledged  in  the  features  of  the  younger  Grordiaii 
the  resemblance  oi  Scipio  Africanus,f  recollected  with  pleas- 
ure that  his  mother  was  the  granddaughter  of  Antoninus 
Pius,  <and  rested  the  public  hope  on  those  latent  virtues  which 
had  hitherto,  as  they  fondly  imagined,  lain  concealed  in  the 
.uxurious  indolence  of  private  life. 

As  soon  as  the  Gordians  had  appeased  the  first  tumult  of  a 
popular  election,  they  removed  their  court  to  Carthage.  They 
were  received  with  the  acclamations  of  the  Africans,  who 
honored  their  virtues,  and  who,  since  the  visit  of  Hadrian,  had 


^^  See  the  original  letter,  in  the  Augustan  History,  p.  162»  which 
\l  once  shows  Alexander's  respect  for  the  authority  of  the  senate. 
ind  his  esteem  for  the  proconsul  appointed  by  that  assembly. 

'*  By  each  of  his  concubines,  the  younger  Gordian  left  three  «f 
four  children.  His  literary  productions,  though  less  numerous,  wert 
Hy  no  means  contemptibl3. 

*  Herodian  expressly  sa^s  that  he  had  administered  many  proTinces,  lib 
lii.  10,  ^W. 
t  Not  the  ponMmal  UkmeM,  Irat  th^  Cuaily  desoent  from  the  (Mv 
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aever  beheld  ihe  majesT^  of  a  Roman  emperoi.     But  theM 
vain  aoclamations  neither  strengthened  nor  confirmed  the  title 
of  the  Grordians.     They  were  induced  by  principle,  as  well  ai 
interest,  to  solicit  the  approbation  of  the  senate ;  and  a  depu 
tation  of  the  noblest  provincials  was  sent,  without  dehiy,  to 
Rome,  to  relate  and  justify  the  conduct  of  their  countrymen, 
who,  having    long  suffered   with   patience,   were  at  length 
resolved  to  act  with  vigor.     The  letters  of  the  new  princes 
were  modest  and  respectful,  excusing  the  necessity  which  had 
obliged  them  to  accept  the  Imperial  title  ;  but  submitting  their 
election  and  their  fate  to  the  supreme  judgment  of  the  senate.*' 
The  inclinations  of  the  senate  were   neither  doubtful  nor 
divided.     The  birth  and  noble  alliances  of  the  Grordians  had 
intimately  connected  them  with  the  most  illustrious  houses  of 
Rome.     Their  fortune  had  created  many  dependants  in  that 
assembly,  their  merit  had  acquired  many  friends.     Their  mild 
administration  opened  the  flattering  prospect  of  the  restoration, 
not  only  of  the  civil  but  even  of  the  republican  government. 
The  terror  of  military  violence,  which  had  first  obliged  th* 
senate  to  forget  the  murder  of  Alexander,  and  to  ratify  th » 
election  of  a  barbarian  peasant,^^  now  produced  a  contrarj 
effect,  and  provoked  them  to  assert  the  injured  rights  of  free 
dom  and  humanity.     The  hatred   of  Maximin  towards  the 
senate  was  declared  and   implacable ;  the  tamest  submissior 
nad  not  appeased  his  fury,  the  most  cautious  innocence  woulr 
not  remove  his  suspicions ;  and  even  the  care  of  their  owi 
safety  urged  them  to  share  the  fortune  of  an  enterprise,  of 
which  (if  unsuccessful)  they  were  sure  to  be  the  first  victims 
These  considerations,  and  perhaps  others  of  a  more  private 
nature,  were  debated  in  a  previous  conference  of  the  consuls 
and  the  magistrates.     As  soon  as  their  resolution  was  decided, 
they  convoked  in  the  temple  of  Castoi'  the  whole  body  of  the 
senate,  according  to  an  ancient  form  of  secrecy ,^9  calculated 
to  awaken   their    attention,   and    to  conceal   their  decrees. 
"  Conscript   fathers,"    said  the   consul   Syllanus,    "  the  two 
Gordians,  both  of  consular  dignity,  the  one  your  proconsul, 

^  Herodian,  1.  viL  p.  2i3.    Hist.  August,  p.  144. 

"  Quod  tamen  patres  dum  periculosum  ezistixuant ;  inexmes  armats 
f fsistere  approbaverunt.  —  AureUiu  Victor, 

**  Even  liie  seryauts  o2  the  house,  the  scribes,  &c.,  were  excluded, 
uid  ttieir  office  was  filled  by  the  senators  themselyes.  We  are  obliged 
\o  the  Augustan  History,  p.  169,  for  preserving  this  curiovis  exam)  if 
cipline  of  the  commonivealth. 
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the  other  your  lieutenant,  have  been  declared  eiapeion  by 
the  general  consent  of  Africa.  Let  us  return  thanks,^^  he 
boldly  continued,  ^^  to  the  youth  of  Thysdrus ;  let  ub 
return  thanks  to  the  faithful  pecple  of  Carthage,  our  gen 
erous  deliverers  from  a  horrid  monster —  Why  do  you 
hear  me  thus  coolly,  thus  timidly  ?  Why  do  you  cast  those 
anxious  looks  on  each  other  ?  Why  hesitate  ?  Maximin  is  a 
public  enemy !  may  his  enmity  soon  expire  with  him,  and  may 
we  long  enjoy  the  prudence  and  felicity  of  Grordian  the  father, 
the  valor  and  constancy  of  Gordian  the  son  ! "  ^3  Xhe  noble 
ardor  of  the  consul  revived  the  languid  spirit  of  the  senate. 
By  a  unanimous  decree,  the  election  of  the  Gordians  wau 
ratified,  Maximin,  his  son,  and  his  adherents,  were  pronounced 
enemies  of  their  country,  and  liberal  rewards  were  offered  to 
whomsoever  had  the  courage  and  good  fortune  to  destroy 
them. 

Durinii:  the  emperor's  absence,  a  detachment  of  the  PrsB- 
torian  guards  remained  at  Rome,  to  protect,  or  rather  to 
command,  the  capital.  The  prsefect  Vitalianus  had  signalized 
his  fidelity  to  A^iximin,  by  the  alacrity  with  which  he  had 
obeyed,  and  even  prevented,  the  cruel  mandates  of  the  tyrant 
His  death  a.one  could  rescue  the  authority  of  the  senate,  and 
die  lives  of  the  senators,  from  a  state  of  danger  and  suspense. 
Before  their  resolves  had  transpired,  a  qusstor  and  some  trib- 
imea  were  conunissioned  to  take  his  devoted  life.  They 
executed  the  order  with  equal  boldness  and  success ;  and, 
with  their  bloody  daggers  in  their  hands,  ran  through  the 
streets,  proclaiming  to  the  people  and  the  soldiers  the  news 
of  the  happy  revolution.  The  enthusiasm  of  liberty  was 
seconded  by  the  promise  of  a  large  donative,  in  lands  and 
money  ;  the  statues  of  Maximin  were  thrown  down ;  the  capi* 
tal  of  the  empire  acknowledged,  with  transport,  the  authority 
of  the  two  Grordians  and  the  senate  ;^^  and  the  example  of 
Rome  was  followed  by  the  rest  of  Italy. 

A  new  spirit  had  arisen  in  that  assembly,  whotie  long 
patience  had  been  insulted  by  wanton  despotism  and  military 
license.  The  senate  assumed  the  reins  of  g^  smment,  and, 
with  a  calm  intrepidity,  prepared  to  vindicaVo  by  arms  the 
cause  of  freedom.     Among  the  consular  senators   recom 

**  This  spirited  speech,  translated  firom  the  A.uf^tan  historian,  p 
166.  seems  transcribed  by  him  from  the  origina  registers  ol  the  ^M'liate 
**  Her  >iiaii«  L  viL  p.  244. 
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mended  by  their  merit  and  services  to  the  favor  oi  the  emperor 
Alexander,  it  was  easy  to  select  twenty,  not  unequal  to  th« 
'H)mmand  of  an  army,  and  the  conduct  of  a  war.  To  theis 
was  the  defence  of  Italy  intrusted.  Each  was  appointed  to 
act  in  his  respective  department,  authorized  to  enroll  anc 
discipline  the  Italian  youth ;  and  instructed  to  fortify  the  porta 
and  highways,  against  the  impending  invasion  of  Maximip. 
A.  number  of  deputies,  chosen  from  the  most  illustrious  of 
the  senatorian  and  equestrian  orders,  were  despatched  at  thft 
same  time  to  the  governors  of  the  several  provinces,  earnestly 
rionjuring  them  to  fly  to  the  assistance  of  their  country,  ano 
o  remind  the  nations  of  their  ancient  ties  of  friendship  with 
tne  Roman  senate  and  people.  The  general  respect  with 
which  these  deputies  were  received,  and  the  zeal  of  Italy  and 
the  provinces  in  favor  of  the  senate,  sufficiently  prove  that  the 
subjects  of  Maximin  were  reduced  to  that  uncommon  distress, 
in  which  the  body  of  the  people  has  more  to  fear  from 
oppression  than  from  resistance.  The  consciousness  of  that 
melancholy  truth,  inspires  a  degree  of  persevering  fury, 
seldom  to  be  found  in  those  civil  wars  which  are  artiflcially 
supported  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  factious  and  designing 
eaders.25 

For  while  the  cause  of  the  Gordians  was  embraced  with 
such  diffusive  ardor,  the  Gordians  themselves  were  no  more. 
The  feeble  court  of  Carthage  was  alarmed  by  the  rapid 
pproach  of  Capelianus,  governor  of  Mauritania,  who,  with 
a  small  band  of  veterans,  and  a  fierce  host  of  barbarians, 
attacked  a  faithful,  but  unwarlike  province.  The  younger 
Gordian  sallied  out  to  meet  the  enemy  at  the  head  of  a  few 
guards,  and  a  numerous  undisciplined  multitude,  educated  in 
the  peaceful  luxury  of  Carthage.  His  useless  valor  served 
only  to  procure  him  an  honorable  death  in  the  field  of  battle. 
His  aged  father,  whose  reign  had  not  exceeded  thirty -six  days, 
put  an  end  to  his  life  on  the  first  news  of  the  defeat.  Car- 
ihage,  destitute  of  defence,  opened  her  gates  to  the  conqueror 
and  Africa  was  exposed  to  the  rapacious  cruelty  of  &  biave. 
obliged  to  satisfy  his  unrelenting  master  with  a  large  account 
?f  blood  and  treasure.*^ 


^  Herodian,  L  vii.  p.  247, 1.  viii.  p.  277.  Hist.  August,  p.  166 — 16a. 

*•  Herodian,  1.  vii.  p.  264.  Hist.  August,  p.  160—160.  We  may 
«b«erve,  that  one  month  and  six  days,  for  the  reign  of  Gordian,  is  a 
^(  ccrrection  oi  Casaubon  and  Fanviniua,  initead  of  the  absurd 


OF   THE    ROMA^    EMPIRE.  W2 

1  he  fate  of  the  Grordiaqs  filled  Rome  with  just  out  uuex- 
l>ected  terror.  The  senate,  convoked  ip  the  temple  ol 
Concord)  a0*^ted  to  transact  the  comipon  busbess  of  the 
day ;  and  seamed  to  decline,  with  trembling  anxiety,  the  con- 
sideration of  their  own  and  the  public  danger.  A  silen: 
consternation  prevailed  in  the  assembly,  till  a  senator,  of  the 
name  and  family  of  Trajan,  awakened  his  brethren  from  their 
fatal  lethargy.  He  represented  to  them  that  the  choice  of 
cautious,  dilatory  measures  had  been  long  since  out  of  their 
power  ;  th^t  Maximin,  implacable  by  nature,  and  exasperated 
by  injuries,  was  advancing  towards  Italy,  at  the  head  of  the 
military  force  of  the  empire ;  and  that  their  only  reniaining 
alternative  was  either  to  meet  him  bravely  in  the  field,  or 
tamely  to  expect  the  tortures  and  ignominious  death  reserved 
for  unsuccessful  rebellion.  ^^  We  have  Iqst,'^  continued  he, 
^^  two  excellent  princes ;  but  unless  we  desert  ourselves 
the  hopes  of  the  republic  have  not  perished  with  the  Gordians. 
MaQy  are  the  senators,  whose  virtues  have  deserved,  and 
whose  abilities  would  sustain,  the  Imperial  dignity.  Let 
us  elect  two  emperors,  one  of  whom  may  conduct  the  wai 

r'nat  the  public  enemy,  whilst  his  colleague  remains  at 
le  to  direct  the  civil  administration.  I  cheerfully  expose 
myself  to  the  danger  and  envy  of  the  nomination,  and  give 
my  vote  in  favor  of  Maximus  and  Balbinus.  Ratify  my 
choice,  conscript  fathers,  or  appoint,  in  their  place,  others 
more  worthy  of  the  empire.^^  The  general  apprehension 
silenced  the  whispers  of  jealousy  ;  the  merit  of  the  candidates 
was  universally  acknowledged  ;  and  the  house  resounded  wim 
the  sincere  acclamations  of  ^^Long  life  and  victory  to  the 
emperors  Maximus  and  Balbinus.  You  are  happy  in  the 
iudgment  of  the  senate ;  may  the  republic  be  happy  undei 
your  administration !  ^'  ^ 

The  virtues  and  the  reputation  of  the  qcw  emperors  jus- 
tified the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  Romans.  The  various 
nature  of  their  talents  seemed  to  appropriate  to  each  his  pecu- 
liar department  of  peace  and  war,  without  leaving  room  for 

r^A^ing  of  one  year  and  six  months.  See  Commentar.  p.  193.  Zosi- 
nauB  relates,  1.  i.  p.  17i  that  the  two  Qordians  perished  by  a  tempest 
la  the  midst  of  their  navigaticn.  A  strange  Ignorance  of  history,  oi 
a  strange  abuse  of  metaphors  ! 

^  ^^  the  Augustan  History,  p.  166,  from  the  registers  of  the  sen 
ste;  tlie  4Ate  is  corJessedly  fauly  but  the  coincidence  of  the  Ap^' 
idarian  games  tmables  us  to  correct  it. 
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jealous  emulation.  Balbiniis  was  an  admired  orator,  a  poei 
of  distinguished  fame,  and  a  wi^^e  magistrate,  who  had  exer- 
cised with  innocence  and  applause  the  civil  jurisdiction  in 
almost  all  the  interior  provinces  of  the  empiru.  His  birth  waj 
noble,^  his  fortune  affluent,  his  manners  liberal  and  afiable 
In  him  die  love  of  pleasure  was  corrected  by  a  sense  of 
dignity,  nor  had  the  habits  of  ease  deprived  him  of  a  capacity 
for  business.  The  m'nd  of  Maximus  was  formed  in  a  roughei 
.nould.  By  his  valor  and  abilities  he  had  raised  himself  from 
the  meanest  origin  to  the  first  employments  of  the  state  and 
irmy.  His  victories  over  the  Sarmatians  and  the  Germans 
the  austerity  of  his  life,  and  the  rigid  impartiality  of  his  jus- 
tice, while  he  was  a  Praefect  of  the  city,  commanded  the 
esteem  of  a  people  whose  affections  were  engaged  in  favor 
of  the  more  amiable  Balbinus.  The  two  colleagues  had  both 
been  consuls,  (Balbinus  had  twice  enjoyed  tliat  honorable 
office,)  both  had  been  named  among  the  twenty  lieutenant? 
of  the  senate  ;  and  since  the  one  was  sixty  and  the  other  sev- 
enty-four years  old,®  they  had  both  attained  the  full  maturity 
df  age  and  experience. 

After  the  senate  had  conferred  on  Maximus  and  Balbinus 
an  equal  portion  of  the  consular  and  tribunitian  powers,  the 
title  of  Fathers  of  their  country,  and  the  joint  office  of  Su- 
preme Pontiff,  they  ascended  to  the  Capitol  to  return  thanks 
lo  the  gods,  protectors  of  Rome.3<>  The  solemn  rites  of  sacri 
fice  were. disturbed  by  a  sedition  of  the  people.  The  licen- 
tious multitude  neither  loved  the  rigid  Maximus,  nor  did  they 

^  He  was  descended  from  Cornelius  Balbus,  a  noble  Spaniard,  and 
he  adopted  son  of  Theophanes,  the  Greek  historian.  Balbiis  ob- 
tained the  freedom  of  Borne  by  iJie  favor  of  Pompey,  and  preserved  it 
oy  tlie  eloquence  of  Cicero.  (See  Orat.  pro  Cornel.  Balbo.)  The 
friendship  of  Caesar,  (to  whom  he  rendered  the  most  important  secret 
services  in  the  civil  war)  raised  him  to  the  consulship  and  the  pontifi- 
cate, honors  never  yet  possessed  by  a  stranger.  The  nephew  of  this 
Balbus  triumphed  over  the  Garamantes.  See  Dictionnaire  de  Bayle, 
au  mot  Balbua,  where  he  distuiguishes  the  several  persons  of  that 
name,  and  rectifies,  with  his  usu^  accuracy,  the  mistakes  of  former 
writers  concerning  them. 

"*  Zonaras,  L  ziL  p.  622.  Bu<  little  dependence  is  to  be  had  on 
the  authority  of  a  modem  Ghreek,  so  grossly  ignorant  of  the  history 
of  thethird  century,  that  he  creat  ?8  several  imaginary  emperors,  and 
eonfounds  those  who  really  existed. 

^  Herodian,  1.  vii  p.  256,  supposes  that  the  senate  was  at  first 
sonvoked  'n  the  Capitol,  and  is  very  eloquent  on  the  occasion.  Th' 
\UKiistan  History,  p.  116.  Reems  much  more  authentic. 
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sufficiently  fear  the  mild  and  humane  Balllnus.  Their  in 
creasing  numbe  .-^  surrounded  the  temple  of  Jupiter ;  with 
obstinate  clamcrs  they  asserted  their  inherent  right  of  con 
Renting  to  the  election  of  their  sovereign  ;  and  demanded 
with  an  apparent  moderation,  that,  besides  the  two  emperors 
chosen  by  the  senate,  a  third  should  be  added  of  the  family  of 
the  Gordians,  as  a  just  return  of  gratitude  to  those  princes  who 
nad  sacrificed  their  lives  for  the  republic.  At  the  head  of  the 
city-guards,  and  the  youth  of  the  equestrian  order,  Maximuf 
\nd  Balbinus  attempted  to  cut  their  way  through  the  seditioufi 
multi  ude.  The  multitude,  armed  with  sticks  and  stones, 
drove  them  back  into  the  Capitol.  It  is  prudent  to  yield  when 
the  contest,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  it,  must  be  fatal  to 
both  parties.  A  boy,  only  thirteen  years  of  age,  the  grand- 
son of  the  elder,  and  nephew  *  of  the  younger,  Gordian,  was 
produced  to  the  people,  invested  with  the  ornaments  and  title 
of  CsBsar.  The  tumult  was  appeased  by  this  easy  conde- 
scension ;  and  the  two  emperors,  as  soon  as  they  had  been 
peaceably  acknowledged  in  Rome,  prepared  to  defend  Italy 
against  the  common  enemy. 

Whilst  in  Rome  and  Africa,  revolutions  succeeded  each 
other  with  such  amazing  rapidity,  that  the  mind  of  Maximin 
was  agitated  by  the  most  furious  passions.  He  is  said  to  have 
"eceived  the  news  of  the  rebellion  of  the  Gordians,  and  of  the 
decree  of  the  senate  against  him,  not  with  the  temper  of  a 
man,  but  the  rage  of  a  wild  beast ;  which,  as  it  could  not 
discharge  itself  on  the  distant  senate,  threatened  the  life  of  his 
son,  of  his  friends,  and  of  all  who  ventured  to  approach  his  per- 
son. The  grateful  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  Grordians 
was  quickly  followed  by  the  assurance  that  the  senate,  laying 
aside  all  hopes  of  pardon  or  accommodation,  had  substitute<: 
in  their  room  two  emperors,  with  whose  merit  he  could  not  be 
unacquainted.  Revenge  was  the  only  consolation  left  to  Max* 
jnin,  and  revenge  could  only  be  obtained  by  arms.  The 
strength  of  the  legions  had  been  dissembled  by  Alexander  from 
all  parts  of  the  empire.  Three  successful  campaigns  against 
the  Germans  and  the  Sarmatians,  had  raised  their  fame,  con 
finned  their  discipline,  and  even  increased  their  numbers,  by 
filling  the  ranks  with  the  flower  of  the  barbarian  youth.  The 
life  of  Maximin  had  been  spent  in  war,  and  the  cand'd  severit]^ 
^f  history  cannot  refuse  him  the  valor  of  a  soldier,  or  even  the 


*  Accordiofc  to  •nme,  the  son.  —  O 
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abilhies  of  an  experienced  general.^*  It  might  tiaturaiiy  Di» 
axpected,  that  a  prince  of  such  a  character,  instead  of  suffering 
the  rebellion  to  gan  stability  by  delay,  should  immediately 
have  marched  from  the  banks  of  the  Danube  to  those  of  tb«» 
Tyber,  and  that  his  victorious  army,  instigat.ed  by  contempt 
for  the  senate,  and  eager  to  gather  the  spoils  of  Italy,  shoulr 
have  burned  with  impatience  to  finish  the  easy  and  lucrative 
conquest.  Yet  as  far  as  we  can  trust  to  the  obscure  chro- 
nology of  that  period,32  it  appears  that  the  opemtions  of  somt- 

*^  In  Herodian,  I.  vii.  p.  249,  and  in  the  Augustan  History,  wt 
liave  three  several  orations  of  Maximin  to  his  army,  on  the  rebellion 
of  Africa  and  Rome :  M.  de  Tillemont  has  very  justly  observed  that 
they  neither  agree  with  each  other  nor  with  truth.  Histoire,  dee 
Empereurs,  torn.  iii.  p.  799. 

"  The  carelessness  of  the  writers  of  that  age,  leaves  us  in  a  sin- 
gular perplexity.  1.  We  know  that  Maximus  and  Balbinus  were 
killed  during  the  CapitoUne  games.  Herodian,  1.  viii.  p.  286.  Tbi 
authority  of  Coiisorinus  (de  Die  Natali,  c.  18)  enables  us  to  fU 
'hose  games  with  certainty  to  the  year  238,  but  leaves  us  in  igno- 
lance  of  the  month  or  day.  2.  The  election  of  Gordian  by  tlie 
senate  is  fixed  with  equal  certainty  to  the  27th  of  May ;  but  we  are 
at  a  loss  to  discover  whether  it  was  in  the  same  or  the  preceding 
year.  Tillemont  and  Muratori,  who  maintain  the  two  opposite  opin- 
ions, bring  into  the  field  a  desultory  troop  of  authorities,  conjectures, 
and  probabilities.  The  one  seems  to  draw  out,  the  other  to  contract 
the  scries  of  events  between  those  periods,  more  than  can  be  well 
reconciled  to  reason  and  history.  Yet  it  is  necessary  to  choose  be- 
tween them.* 


*  Eckhel  has  more  recently  treated  these  chionological  questions  with  a 
perspicuity  which  fftves  great  probability  to  his  conclusions.   Setting  aside 
all  the  historians,    whose  contradictions  are  irreconcilable,  he  has  only 
consulted  the  medals,  and  has  arranged  the  events  before  us  in  the  follow 
ma  order :  —  « 

Maximin,  A.  U.  990,  after  having  conquered  the  Germans,  reenters 
Pannonia,  establishes  his  winter  quarters  at  Sirmium,  and  prepares  himself 
to  make  war  against  the  people  of  the  North.  In  the  year  991,  in  the  cal- 
ends of  January,  commences  his  fourth  tribunate.  The  Gordians  are 
chosen  emperors  in  Africa,  probably  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
March.  The  senate  confirms  this  election  with  joy,  and  declares  Maximin 
the  enemy  of  Rome.  Five  days  after  he  had  heard  of  this  revolt,  Maximin 
4ets  out  from  Sirmium  on  his  march  to  Italy.  These  events  took  place 
%bout  the  beginning  of  April ;  a  little  after,  the  Gordians  are  slain  is 
Lfrica  by  Capellianus,  procurator  of  Mauritania.  The  senate,  in  its  alarm, 
:iamcs  as  emperors  Balbus  and  Maximus  Pupianus,  and  intrusts  the  latter 
with^  the  war  against  Maximin.  Maximin  is  stopped  on  his  road  neai 
Aquileia,  by  the  want  of  provisions,  and  by  the  raeitmg  of  the  snows  :  he 
begins  the  siege  of  Aquileia  at  the  end  of  April.  Pupianus  assembles 
his  army  at  Ravenna.  Maximin  and  his  son  are  assassinated  by  the  sot* 
diers  enraged  at  the  resistance  of  Aquileia;  and  this  was  probably  ir 
the  middle  of  May.  Pupianus  returns  to  Rome,  and  assumes  the  govern- 
ment with  Balbinus ;  they  are  assassinated  towards  the  end  of  Julv 
3oidian  the  vounRer  ascends  the  throne.  Eckhel  do  Dr«^  Num  Vet.  vn 
^96  -O 
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fcneigii  war  deferred  the  Italiai    expedition  till  the  enmuu^ 
ipring.     Prom  the  prudent  conduct  of  Maximin,  we  may  learn 
that  the  savage  features  of  his  character  have   been  exag* 
gerated   by  the  pencil  of  party,  that  his  passions,  however 
impetuous,  submitted  to  the  force  of  reason,  and  that  the  bar 
barian  possessed  something  of  the  generous  spirit  of  Sylln 
who  subdued  the  enemies  of  Rome  before  he  sufiered  him 
self  to  revenge  his  private  injuries.^ 

When  the  troops  :>f  Maximin,  advancing  in  excellent  order, 
arriTed  at  the  foot  of  the  Julian  Alps,  they  were  terrified  by 
the  silence  and  desolation  that  reigned  on  the  frontiers  of  Italy. 
The  villages  and  open  towns  had  been  abandoned  on  their 
approach  by  the  inhabitants,  the  cattle  was  driven  away,  the 
provisions  removed  or  destroyed,  the  bridges  broken  down 
nor  was  any  thing  left  which  could  afford  either  shelter  or  sub- 
sistence  to  an  invader.  Such  had  been  the  wise  orders  of  the 
generals  of  the  senate  :  whose  design  was  to  protract  the  war, 
:o  ruin  the  army  of  Maximin  by  the  slow  operation  of  famine, 
and  to  consume  his  strength  in  the  sieges  of  the  principal 
cities  of  Italy,  which  they  had  plentifully  stored  with  men  and 
provisions  from  the  deserted  country.  Aquileia  received  and 
withstood  the  first  shock  of  the  invasion.  The  streams  that 
issue  from  th<)  head  of  the  Hadriatic  Gulf,  swelled  by  the  melt- 
ing of  the  winter  snows,^  opposed  an  unexpected  obstacle  to 
the  arms  of  Maximin.  At  length,  on  a  singular  bridge,  con- 
structed with  art  and  difficulty,  of  large  hogsheads,  he  trans- 
ported his  a»my  to  the  opposite  bank,  rooted  up  the  beautiful 
vineyards  in  the  neighborhood  of  Aquileia,  demolished  the 
wburbs,  an^l  employed  the  timber  of  the  buildings   in  the 

•^MMM^a^HMMMtaM«h«H^    *  -t      -  ---11-  --  -  , f , • 

"  Yelleiu3  ?aterculus,  1.  U.  c.  24.  The  president  de  Montesquieu 
'in  his  dialogue  between  Sylla  and  Eucrates)  expresses  the  senti- 
(nents  of  the  dictator  in  a  spirited,  and  even  a  sublime  manner. 

^  Muratori  (Annali  d'  Italia,  torn.  ii.  p.  294)  thinks  the  melting 
)f  the  snows  suits  better  with  the  months  of  June  or  July,  than 
flrith  those  of  February.  The  opinion  of  a  man  who  passed  his  life 
between  the  Alps  and  the  Apennines,  is  undoubtedly  of  great 
freight ;  yet  I  observe,  1.  That  the  long  winter,  of  which  Muratori 
.akes  advantage,  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  Latin  version,  and  not  in 
Jie  Greek  text  of  Herodian.  2.  That  the  vicissitudes  of  suns  and 
ains,  to  which  the  soldiers  of  Maximin  were  exposed,  (Herodian,  1. 
.  lii.  p.  277,)  denote  the  spring  rather  than  the  summer.  We  may 
observe,  likewise,  that  these  ^several  streams,  as  they  melted  into  one, 
30mposed  the  Timavus,  so  poetically  (in  every  sense  of  the  word) 
iescribed  by  "\^irgil.  They  are  about  twelve  miles  to  ^h»  east  0) 
Iquileia.     Soe  Cluv«r.  Italia  Antiqua,  torn.  i.  p.  189,  ^c 
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engines  and  tcwers,  with  which  on  every  side  he  attacked  \Ut 
city.  The  walls,  fallen  to  decay  during  the  security  of  a  long 
peace,  had  been  hastily  repaired  on  this  sudden  emergency : 
but  the  firmest  defence  of  Aquileia  consisted  in  the  constancy 
of  the  citizens ;  all  ranks  of  whom,  instead  of  being  dismayed, 
were  animated  by  the  extreme  danger,  and  their  knowledge 
of  the  tyrant's  unrelenting  temper.  Their  courage  was  sup- 
ported and  directed  by  Crispinus  and  Menophiius,  two  of  the 
twenty  lieutenants  of  the  senate,  who,  with  a  small  body  of 
regular  troops,  had  thrown  themselves  into  the  besieged  place. 
The  army  of  Maximin  was  repulsed  in  repeated  attacks,  his 
machines  destroyed  by  showers  of  artificial  fire ;  and  the 
generous  enthusiasm  of  the  Aquileians  was  exalted  into  a  con- 
fidence of  success,  by  the  opinion  that  Belenus,  their  tutelai 
deity,  combated  in  person  in  the  defence  of  his  distressed 
worshippers.^ 

The  emperor  Maximus,  who  had  advanced  as  far  as  Ra 
venna,  to  secure  that  important  place,  and  to  hasten  the  mili- 
tary preparations,  beheld  the  event  of  the  war  in  the  mon 
faithful  mirror  of  reason  and  policy.  He  was  too  sensible, 
that  a  single  town  could  not  resist  the  persevering  efforts  of  a 
great  army ;  and  he  dreaded,  lest  the  enemy,  tired  with  the 
obstinate  resistance  of  Aquileia,  should  on  a  sudden  relinquish 
the  fruitless  siege,  and  march  directly  towards  Rome.  The 
fate  of  the  empire  and  the  cause  of  freedom  must  then  be 
committed  to  the  chance  of  a  battle  ;  and  what  arms  could  he 
oppose  to  the  veteran  legions  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  ? 
Some  troops  newly  levied  among  the  generous  but  enervated 
youth  of  Italy ;  and  a  body  of  German  auxiliaries,  on  whose 
firmness,  in  the  hour  of  trial,  it  was  dangerous  to  depend.  In 
the  midst  of  these  just  alarms,  the  stroke  of  domestic  conspir- 
acy punished  the  crimes  of  Maximin,  and  delivered  Rome  and 
the  senate  from  the  calamities  that  would  surely  have  attended 
the  victory  of  an  enraged  barbarian. 

The  people  of  Aquileia  had  scarcely  experienced  any  of 
the  common  miseries  of  a  siege  ;  their  magazines  were  plenti- 
fully  supplied,  and  several  fountains  within  the  walls  assured 
them  of  an  inexhaustible  resource  of  fresh  water.     The  sol- 

'^  Herodian,  1.  viiL  p.  272.  The  Celtic  deity  was  supposed  to  be 
Apollo,  and  received  und  )r  that  name  the  thanks  of  the  senate.  A 
temple  was  likewise  built  to  Venus  the  Bald«  in  honor  of  the  womes 
of  Aquileia,  who  had  ^ven  up  their  hair   to  make  ropra  for   th( 

Bi'lUary  eniiinOH. 
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iieni  of  Maxim' n  were,  on  the  coatiary,  exposed  to  the  inclem 
ency  of  the  season,  the  contagion  of  disease,  and  the  horror 
of  famine.  The  open  country  was  ruined,  the  rivers  filled 
with  the  slain,  and  polluted  with  blood.  A  spirit  of  despair 
md  disafiection  began  to  diffuse  itself  among  the  troops ;  and 
is  they  were  cut  off  from  all  intelligence,  they  easily  believed 
liat  the  whole  empire  had  embraced  the  cause  of  the  secate 
ind  that  they  were  lef\  as  devoted  victims  to  perish  under  the 
impregnable  walls  of  Aquileia.  The  fierce  temper  of  the 
tyrant  was  exasperated  by  disappointments,  which  he  imputed 
to  the  cowardice  of  his  army ;  and  his  wanton  and  ill-timed 
cruelty,  instead  of  striking  terror,  inspired  hatred,  and  a  jus* 
desire  of  revenge.  A  party  of  Prstorian  guards,  who  trem 
bled  for  their  wives  and  children  in  the  camp  of  Alba,  neai 
Rome,  executed  the  sentence  of  the  senate.  Maximin.  aban- 
doned by  his  guards,  was  slain  in  his  tent,  with  his  son,  (whom 
he  had  associated  to  the  honors  of  the  purple,)  Anulinus  the 
pnefect,  and  the  principal  ministers  of  his  tyranny.^  The 
sight  of  their  heads,  borne  on  the  point  of  spears,  convinced 
the  citizens  of  Aquileia  that  the  siege  was  at  an  end  ;  the  gates 
of  the  city  were  thrown  open,  a  liberal  market  was  provided 
for  the  hungry  troops  of  Maximin,  and  the  whole  army  joined 
in  solemn  protestations  of  fidelity  to  the  senate  and  the  people 
of  Rome,  and  to  their  lawful  emperors  Maximus  and  Balbinus. 
Such  was  the  deserved  fate  of  a  brutal  savage,  destitute,  as  he 
has  generally  been  represented,  of  every  sentiment  that  distin- 
guishes a  civilized,  or  even  a  human  being.  The  body  was 
suited  to  the  soul.  The  stature  of  Maximin  exceeded  the 
measure  of  eight  feet,  %nd  circumstances  almost  incredible  are 
related  of  his  matchless  strength  and  appetite.^  Had  he  lived 
in  a  less  enlightened  age,  tradition  and  poetry  might  well  have 

**^  Herodian,  1.  vm.  p.  279.  Hist.  August  p.  146.  The  duratlm' 
if  Maximin's  reign  has  not  been  defined  with  much  accuracy,  exoept 
by  Eutropius,  who  allows  him  three  years  and  a  few  days,  (L  ix.  1 ; ) 
we  may  depend  on  the  integrity  of  the  text,  as  the  Latin  original  ii 
checked  by  the  Greek  version  of  Pteanius. 

^  Eight  Roman  feet  and  one  third,  which  are  equal  to  above  eieht 
English  feet,  as  the  two  measures  are  to  each  other  in  the  proportion 
of  967  to  1000.  See  Graves's  discourse  on  the  Roman  foot.  We  ar« 
told  that  Maximin  could  dri)  k  in  a  day  an  am{  hora  (or  about  seven 
gallons)  of  wine,  and  cat  thirty  or  forty  pound?  of  meat.  He  could 
oiove  a  loaded  wagon,  break  a  horse's  leg  with  his  fist,  crumble 
Atones  in  his  hand,  and  tear  up  small  tices  by  the  roots.  See  his  lift 
91  iDc  Aud^ustan  History • 
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described  him  as  one  of  those  monstrous  giants,  whose  super 
natural  power  was  constantly  exerted  for  the  destruction  ol 
mankind. 

It  is  easier  to  conceive  than  to  describe  the  universal  joy  of 
the  Roman  world  on  the  fall  of  the  tyrant,  the  news  of  which 
w  said  to  have  been  carried  in  four  days  from  Aquileia  to 
Rome.  The  return  of  Maximus  was  a  triumphal  procession ; 
his  colleague  and  young  Grordian  went  out  to  meet  him,  and 
the  three  princes  made  their  entry  into  the  capital,  attended 
by  the  ambassadors  of  almost  all  the  cities  of  Italy,  saluted 
with  the  splendid  offerings  of  gratitude  and  superstition,  and 
received  with  the  unfeigned  acclamations  of  the  senate  and 
people,  who  persuaded  themselves  that  a  golden  age  would 
succeed  to  an  age  of  iron.^  The  conduct  of  the  two  emperors 
corresponded  with  these  expectations.  They  administered 
justice  in  person ;  and  the  rigor  of  the  one  was  tempered  by 
the  other's  clemency.  The  oppressive  taxes  with  which  Max- 
imin  had  loaded  the  rights  of  inheritance  and  succession,  were 
repealed,  or  at  least  moderated.  Discipline  was  revived,  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  senate  many  wise  laws  were  enacted 
by  their  Imperial  ministers,  who  endeavored  to  restore  a  civil 
constitution  on  the  ruins  of  military  tyranny.  '^  What  reward 
may  we  expect  for  delivering  Rome  from  a  monster  ?  '*  wa« 
the  question  asked  by  Maximus,  in  a  moment  of  freedom  and 
confidence.  Balbinus  answered  it  without  hesitation  —  "  The 
love  of  the  senate,  of  the  people,  and  of  all  mankind." 
"Alas!"  replied  his  more  penetrating  colleague  —  '*alas!  1 
i^read  the  hatred  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  their 
resentment."  8®  His  apprehensions  were  but  too  well  justified 
by  the  event. 

Whilst  Maximus  was  preparing  to  defend  Italy  against  the 
cx>mmon  foe,  Balbinus,  who  remained  at  Rome,  had  been 
engaged  in  scenes  of  blood  and  intestine  discord.  Distrust 
and  jealousy  reigned  in  the  senate  ;  and  even  in  the  temples 
where  they  assembled,  every  senator  carried  either  open  or 
toncealed  arms.  In  the  midst  of  their  deliberations,  two  vet- 
erans of  the  guards,  actuated  either  by  curiosity  or  a  sinister 
motive,  audaciously  thrust  themselves  into  the  house,  and 
advanced  by  degrees  beyond  the  altar  of  Victory.   Gallicanus. 


^  See  the  congratulatory  letter  cf  Claudius  Julianus,  the  30iurol 
'JO  the  two  emperors,  in  the  AuguBtaa  History. 
^  llist.  Aufout.  p.  171. 
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X  cooMilar,  and  Meceoas,  a  Pnetoriaa  senator,  viewed  with 
mdigoation  their  insolent  intrusion :  drawing  their  daggers, 
they  laid  the  spies  (for  such  they  deenaed  them)  de^d  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar,  and  then,  advancing  tp  the  door  of  the  senate, 
imprudently  exhorted  the  miititude  to  massacre  the  Pj^toriaiis. 
as  the  secret  adherents  of  the  tyrant.  Those  w}>o  e8HCA.ped  the 
first  fury  of  the  tumult  took  refuge  in  the  c^mp,  which  they 
<defended  with  superior  advantage  against  the  reiterated  attacks 
of  the  people,  assisted  by  the  numerous  hands  of  gladiators, 
the  property  of  opulent  nobles.  The  civil  war  lasUed  many 
days,  with  infinite  loss  and  confusion  on  both  sides.  When 
the  pipes  were  broken  that  supplied  the  camp  with  water, 
the  Praetorians  were  reduced  to  intolerable  distress;  but  in 
their  turn  they  made  desperate  sallies  into  the  city,  set  fire  to 
a  great  number  of  houses,  and  filled  the  streets  with  the  blood 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  emperor  Balbinus  atteo^pted,  by  inef- 
fectual edicts  and  precarious  truces,  to  reconcile  the  factions 
at  Borne.  But  their  animosity,  though  smothered  for  a  while, 
burnt  with  redoubled  violence.  The  soldiers,  detesting  the 
senate  and  the  people,  despised  the  weakness  cf  a  pruice,  who 
wanted  either  the  spirit  or  the  power  to  command  the  obedi- 
ence of  his  subjects.^® 

After  the  t^mnt^s  death,  his  formidable  army  had  acknowl- 
edged, from  necessity  raUier  than  from  choice,  the  authority 
of  Maximus,  who  transported  himself  without  delay  to  the 
camp  before  Aquileia.  As  soon  as  he  had  received  their  oath 
of  fidelity,  he  addressed  them  in  terms  full  of  mildness  and 
moderation ;  lamented,  rather  than  arraigned,  the  wild  disor* 
ders  of  the  times,  and  assured  the  soldiers,  that  of  all  their 
past  conduct  the  senate  would  remember  only  their  generous 
desertion  of  the  tyrant,  and  their  voluntary  return  to  their 
duty.  Maximus  enforced  his  exhortations  by  a  liberal  dona- 
tive, purified  the  camp  by  a  solemn  sacrifice  of  expiation,  and 
then  dismissed  the  legions  to  their  several  provinces,  impressed 
as  he  hoped,  with  a  lively  sense  of  gratitude  and  obedience .^^ 
But  nothing  could  reconcile  the  haughty  spirit  of  the  Prseto- 
rians.  They  attended  the  emperors  on  the  memorable  day  of 
the^j  public  entry  into  Home ;  )ut  amidst  the  general  accla 
mations,  the  sullen,  dejected  countenance  of  the  guards  suf- 
ficiently declared   that  they   considered    Jiemselves  as  tin 


^  Herodian,  1.  yiii  p.  268. 
*^  Herodian,  I.  tIu.  p.  213. 
12* 
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object,  lather  than  the  partners,  of  the  triumph.  When  the 
whole  body  was  united  in  their  camp,  those  who  had  served 
under  Maximin,  and  those  who  had  remained  at  Rome  insen- 
sibly communicated  to  each  other  their  complaints  and  appre- 
hensions. The  emperors  chosen  by  the  army  had  perished 
with  ignominy;  those  elected  by  the  senate  were  seated  on 
the  throne.^  The  long  discord  between  the  civil  and  military 
powers  was  decided  by  a  war,  in  which  the  former  had  ob- 
tained a  complete  victory.  Tlie  soldiers  must  now  learn  a 
new  doctrine  of  submission  to  the  senate  ;  and  whatever  clem- 
ency was  affected  by  that  politic  assembly,  they  dreaded  a 
slow  revenge,  colored  by  the  name  of  discipline,  and  justified 
by  fair  pretences  of  the  public  good.  But  their  fate  was  still 
m  their  own  hands ;  and  if  they  had  courage  to  despise  the 
vain  terrors  of  an  impotent  republic,  it  was  easy  to  convince 
the  world,  that  those  who  were  masters  of  the  arms,  were 
masters  of  the  authority,  of  the  state. 

When  the  senate  elected  two  princes,  it  is  probable  that, 
besides  the  declared  reason  of  providing  for  the  various  emer- 
gencies of  peace  and  war,  they  were  actuated  by  the  secret 
Jesire  of  weakening  by  division  the  despotism  of  the  supreme 
magistrate.  Their  policy  was  effectual,  but  it  proved  fatal 
both  to  their  emperors  and  to  themselves.  The  jealousy  of 
power  was  soon  exasperated  by  the  difference  of  character. 
Maximus  despised  Balbinus  as  a  luxurious  noble,  and  was  in 
his  turn  disdained  by  his  colleague  as  an  obscure  soldier. 
Their  silent  discord  was  understood  rather  than  seen ;  *'  but 
the  mutual  consciousness  prevented  them  from  uniting  in  any 
vigorous  measures  of  defence  against  their  common  enemies 
of  the  Praetorian  camp.  The  whole  city  was  employed  in  the 
Capitoline  games,  and  the  emperors  were  left  almost  alone  in 
the  palace.  On  a  sudden,  they  were  alarmed  by  the  approach 
of  a  troop  of  desperate  assassins.  Ignorant  of  each  other's 
situation  or  designs,  (for  they  already  occupied  very  distant 
apartments,)  afraid  to  give  or  to  receive  assistance,  they  wasted 
ti  e  important  moments  in  idle  debates  and  fruitless  recrimina- 
tions    The  arrival  of  the  guards  put  an  end  to  the  vain  strife. 

'*  The  observation  had  been  made  imprudently  enough  in  the 
ftTclamations  of  the  senate,  and  with  regard  to  the  soldiers  it  carried 
die  appearance  of  a  wanton  insult     Hist.  August,  p.  170. 

**  Discordise  tacits,  et  qua;  intelligerentur  potius  quam  viderentur. 
HiJii  August,  p.  170.  This  well-c>  osen  expression  is  probably  ttAler. 
irom  some  better  writf  r. 
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They  seized  on  these  emperors  of  the  senate,  for  sucli  the} 
called  them  with  malicious  contempt,  stripped  them  of  then 
garments,  and  dragged  them  in  insolent  triumph  through  the 
streets  of  Rome,  with  the  design  of  inflicting  a  slow  and  cruel 
death  on  these  unfortunate  princes.  The  fear  of  a  rescue 
from  the  faithful  Germans  of  the  Imperial  guards,  shortened 
their  tortures ;  and  their  bodies,  mangled  with  a  thousand 
wounds,  were  left  exposed  to  the  insults  or  to  the  pity  of  the 
populace.^ 

In  the  space  ^f  a  few  months,  six  princes  had  been  cut  off 
by  the  sword.  Gordian,  .vho  had  already  received  the  title  of 
Caesar,  was  tlie  only  person  that  occurred  to  the  soldiers  as 
proper  to  fill  the  vacant  throne.'*^  They  carried  him  to  the 
camp,  and  unanimously  saluted  him  Augustus  and  Emperor. 
His  name  was  dear  to  the  senate  and  people  ;  his  tender  age 
promised  a  long  impunity  of  military  license ;  and  the  sub* 
mission  of  Rome  and  the  provinces  to  the  choice  of  the  PrsB- 
torian  guards,  saved  the  republic,  at  the  expense  indeed  of  its 
freedom  and  dignity,  from  the  horrors  of  a  new  civil  war  in 
the  heart  of  the  capital.^ 

^  Uerodian,  I.  viii.  p.  287,  288. 

*^  Quia  non  alius  erat  in  pnesenti,  ia  the  expression  of  the  Augus- 
tan ^ffistory. 

^  Quintus  Curtius  (1.  x.  6.  9,)  pays  an  elegant  compliment  to  the 
emperor  of  the  day»  for  having,  by  his  happy  accession,  extinguished 
BO  many  firebrands,  sheathed  so  many  swords,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
evils  of  a  divided  government.  After  weighing  with  attention  every 
word  of  the  passage,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  suits  better  with  the 
elevation  of  Gordian,  than  with  any  other  period  of  the  Roman  his- 
tory. In  that  case,  it  may  serve  to  decide  the  age  of  Quintus  Curtius. 
Those  who  place  him  under  the  first  Caesars,  argue  from  the  purity 
of  his  style,  but  are  embarrassed  by  the  silence  of  Quintilian,  in  his 
accurate  list  of  Roman  historians.* 


*  This  conjecture  of  Gibbon  is  without  foundation.    Many  passages 
In  the  work  of  Quintus  Curtius  clearly  place  him  at  an  earlier  period. 
Thus,  in  speaking  of  the  Parthians,  he  says,  Hinc  in  Parthicum  perrentum 
f St ;  tunc  ignobilem  gentem :  nunc  caput  omnium  qui  post  Euphratem  et 
Tigrim  amnes  siti  Rubro  mari  terminantur.    The  Parthian  empire  had  thi* 
extent  only  in  the  first  age  of  the  vulgar  sera :  to  that  age,  therefore,  must 
be  assigned  the  date  of  Quintus  Curtius.    Although  the  critics  (says  M 
ie  Sainte  Croix)  have  multiplied  conjectures  on  this  subject,  most  of  them 
nave  ended  by  adopting  the  opinion  which  places  Quintus  Curtius  undei 
the  reign  of  Claudius.    See  Just.  Lips,  ad  Ann.  Tac.  ii.  20.    Michel  1( 
Tellier  Praef.  in  Curt.  Tillemont  Hist,  des  Emp.  i.  p.  251.     Du  Bos  Reflec 
dons  sur  la  Poesie,  2d  Partie.    Tiraboschi  Storia  della,  Lett.  Ital.  ii.  149 
Ssamen.  crit.  des  Historiens  d' Alexandre,  2d  ed.  p.  104,  849,  860l— G. 

'Hiis  in  terminable  quettisn  seems  as  much  perplexed  as  ever.    The  fir» 
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As  the  third  Gordian  was  only  nineteen  years  of  Age  at  th» 
.ime  of  his  death,  the  history  of  bis  life,  were  it  known  to  u^ 
tirith  greater  accuracy  than  tt  really  is,  would  contain  liuit 
more  than  the  account  of  his  education,  and  the  conduct  of  thf 
ifiinisters,  who  by  turns  abused  or  guided  the  simplicity  of  bib 
'inexperienced  youth.  Immediately  after  his  accession,  far 
fell  into  the  hands  of  his  mother^s  eunuchs,  that  pernieiou.< 
vermin  of  the  East,  who,  since  the  days  of  Elagabalus,  Had 
nfested  the  Roman  palace.  By  the  artful  conspiracy  of  these 
wretches,  an  impenetrable  veil  was  drawn  between  an  innocent 
prince  •  and  his  oppressed  subjects,  the  virtuous  disposition  of 
Grordian  was  deceived,  and  the  honors  of  the  empire  sold  with- 
out his  knowledge,  though  in  a  very  public  manner,  to  the 
most  worthless  of  mankind.  We  are  ignorant  by  what  for- 
I'nnate  accident  the  emperor  escaped  from  this  ignominious 
slavery,  and  devolved  his  confidence  on  a  minister,  whc:»i^ 
wise  counsels  had  no  object  oxcept  the  glory  of  his  sovemign 
ind  the  happiness  of  the  people.  It  should  seem  that  love  and 
learning  introduced  Misitheus  to  the  favor  of  Grordian.  The 
young  prince  married  the  daughter  of  his  master  of  rhetoric, 
and  promoted  his  father-in-law  to  the  first  offices  of  the  empire. 
Two  admirable  letters  that  passed  between  them  are  still 
extant.  The  minister,  with  the  conscious  dignity  of  virtue 
congratulates  Gordian  that  he  is  delivered  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  eunuchs,^'^  and  still  more  that  he  is  sensible  of  his  deliver- 
ance. The  emperor  acknowledges,  with  an  amiable  con- 
fusion, the  errors  of  his  past  conduct ;  and  laments,  with  sin 
gular  propriety,  the  misfortune  of  a  monarch,  from  whom  a 
venal   tribe  of   courtiers   perpetually   labor  to  coqq^I    the 


*"*  Hist.  August,  p.  161.  From  some  hints  in  the  two  letters,  ] 
»hould  expect  that  l3ie  eunuchs  were  not  expelled  the  palace  wilihout 
some  degree  of  gentle  violence,  and  that  the  young  Gordifin  r^the^ 
approved  of,  than  consented  to,  their  disgrace. 

*^  Duxit  uxorem  filiam  Misit^ei,  quoin  caustl  eloquentiae  diguum 
parentel&  sua  putavit;  et  preofectum  statim  fecit;  post  quod,  iion 
puerile  jam  et  contemptibile  videbatur  imperium. 


tfguinent  of  M.  Guizot  is  a  strong  one,  exoept  that  Parthian  is  often  used 
by  later  writers  for  Persian.    Cunzius,  in  his  preface  to  an  edition  pub- 
lished at  Helmstadt,  (1802,)  maintains  the  opinion  of  Bagnolo,  which  as 
•igns  Q.  Curtius  to  the  time  of  Constantine  tae  Oreat.    Sohmieder,.]n  hir 
«ai*  Gotting.  1803,  sums  up  in  this  sentenoe,  etatem  Cuitii  iKHomri  z>ft 
'mu  e«t.  —  M. 
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'Che  life  of  Minitheus  had  been  spent  in  the  profesjion  of 
letters,  not  of  arms  yet  such  was  the  versatile  genius  of  that 
great  man,  that,  when  he  was  appointed  Praetorian  Prefect, 
ne  discharged  the  military  duties  of  his  place  with  vigor  and 
ability.  The  Persians  had  invaded  Mesopotamia,  and  threat- 
ened Antioch.  By  the  persuasion  of  his  father-in-law,  the 
foung  emperor  quitted  the  luxury  of  Rome,  opened,  for  the 
last  time  recorded  in  history,  the  temple  of  Janus,  and 
marched  in  person  into  the  East.  On  his  approach,  with  a 
great  army,  the  Persians  withdrew  their  garrisons  from  tht; 
cities  which  they  had  already  taken,  and  retired  from  the 
Euphrates  to  the  Tigris.  Grordian  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
announcing  to  the  senate  the  first  success  of  his  arms,  which 
he  ascribed,  with  a  becoming  modesty  and  gratitude,  to  the 
wisdom  of  his  father  and  Preefect.  During  the  whole  expe- 
dition, Misitheus  watched  over  the  safety  and  discipline  of 
the  army ;  whilst  he  prevented  their  dangerous  murmurs  by 
maintainmg  a  regular  plenty  in  the  camp,  and  by  establishing 
imple  magazines  of  vinegar,  bacon,  straw,  barley,  and  wheat, 
in  all  the  cities  of  the  frontier.'**'^  But  the  prosperity  of 
Grordian  expired  with  Misitheus,  who  died  of  a  flux,  not  with- 
out very  strong  suspicions  of  poison.  Philip,  his  successor  in 
the  preefeclure,  was  an  Arab  by  birth,  and  consequently, 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  a  robber  by  profession.  His 
rise  from  so  obscure  a  station  to  the  first  dignities  of  the 
empire,  seems  to  prove  that  he  was  a  bold  and  able  leader. 
But  his  boldness  prompted  him  to  aspire  to  the  throne,  and 
his  abilities  were  employed  to  supplant,  not  to  serve,  his  indul- 
gent master.  The  minds  of  the  soldiers  were  irritated  by  an 
artificial  scarcity,  created  by  his  contrivance  in  the  camp, 
and  the  distress  of  the  army  was  attributed  to  the  youth  and 
Incapacity  of  the  prince.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to  trace  the 
successive  steps  of  the  secret  conspiracy  and  open  sedition^ 
which  were  at  length  fatal  to  Gordian.  A  sepulchral  monu- 
ment was  erected  to  his  memory  on  the  spot^^  where  he  was 

*•  Hist.   August,  p.  162,     Aurelius  Victor.     Porphyrius  m  Vit 
Plotin.  ap.  Fabricium,  Biblioth.  Gr»c.  1.  Iv.  c.  36.    The  philosophei 
Plotinus  accompanied  the  army,  prompted  by  the  love  of  knowledge, 
and  by  the  hope  of  penetrating  as  far  as  India. 

*^  About  twenty  mUes  from  the  little  town  of  Circesiiuu,  on  the 
fronti'nr  of  the  two  empires.* 

*  Now  Kerkesia ;  placed  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  juncture  of  the 
Jhabora«,  or  al  Khabour,  with  the  Euphrates.    This  situation  appeared  K 
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killed,  near  Uie  conflux  of  the  Euphrates  with  the  little  river 
Aboras.^^  The  for\pnato  Philip,  raised  to  the  empire  by  the 
votes  of  the  soldiers,  found  a  ready  obedience  from  the 
senate  and  the  provinces.^^ 

We  cannot  forbear  transcribing  the  ingenious,  though 
somewhat  fanciful  description,  which  a  celebrated  writer 
of  our  own  times  has  traced  of  the  military  government  of 
the  Roman  empire.  '^  What  in  that  age  was  called  the  Ro- 
man empire,  was  only  an  irregular  republic,  not  unlike  the 
aristocracy  ^  of  Algiers,^  where  the  militia,  possessed  of  the 
sovereignty,  creates  and  deposes  a  magistrate,  who  is  styled 
a  Dey.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  genera) 
rule,  that  a  military  government  is,  in  some  respects,  more 
republican  than  monarchical.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  the 
soldiers  only  partook  of  the  government  by  their  disobedience 
and  rebellions.  The  speeches  made  to  them  by  the  emperors 
were  they  not  at  length  of  the  same  nature  as  those  formerly 
pronounced  to  the  people  by  the  consuls  and  the  tribunes  r 
And  although  the  armies  had  no  regular  place  or  forms  of 
assembly ;  though  their  debates  were  short,  their  action  sud- 
den, and  their  resolves  seldom  the  result  of  cool  reflection 
did  they  not  dispose,  with  absolute  sway,  of  the  public  for 
tune  ?     What   was   the  emperor,   except   the  minister  of  a 

*'  The  inscription  (which  contained  a  very  singular  pun)  was  erased 
by  the  order  of  Licinius,  who  claimed  some  degree  of  relationship  to 
Philip,  (Hist.  August,  p.  165 ;)  but  the  tumultu,  or  mound  of  earth 
which  formed  the  sepiQchre,  stUl  subsisted  in  the  time  of  Julian.  See 
Ammian  MarceUin.  xziii.  5. 

^'  AureUus  Victor.  Eutrop.  ix.  2.  Orosius,  rii.  20.  Ammianus 
MarcellinuSy  xxiii.  5.  Zosimus,  1.  L  p.  19.  Philip,  who  was  a  native 
of  Bostra,  was  about  forty  years  of  age.* 

*•  Can  the  epithet  of  Aristocracy  be  applied,  with  any  propriety,  to 
the  government  of  Algiers  ?  Every  military  government  .floats  be- 
tween  two  extremes  of  absolute  monarchy  and  wild  democracy. 

M  The  military  republic  of  the  Mamelukes  in  Egypt  would  have 
•ifforded  M.  de  Montesquieu  (see  Considerations  sur  la  Grandeur  et  U 
Decadence  des  Remains,  c.  16)  a  juster  and  more  noble  paralleL 


adTantageous  to  Diocletian,  that  he  raised  fortifications  to  make  it  the 
bulwark  of  the  empire  on  the  side  of  Mesopotamia.  D'Anville,  Gheog.  Anc. 
d.  196.  — G.  It  is  the  Carcheiaish  of  the  Old  Testament,  2  Chron.  xzxr 
20.    Jer.xlTi.  2.— M. 

*  Now  Bosra.    It  was  once  the  metropolis  of  a  proTince  named  Arabia, 
and  the  chief  city  of  ATiiranitis,  of  which  the  name  is  preserved  in  Beled 
Hauran,  the  limits  of  which  meet  the  desert.    D*AnTille,  Geog.  Anc.  li 
188.    According  to  Victor,  (in  Cssar  ,)  Philip  was  a  native  (f  Trarhonitir 
another  province  of  Arabia.  —  Q. 
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/lolent  government,  elected    for  the  private    benefit  of  thi^ 
^Idiers  ? 

'*  When  the  army  had  elected  Philip,  who  was  Pnetoiian 
praefect  to  the  third  Gordian,  the  latter  demanded  that  hf 
might  remain  sole  emperor ;  he  was  unable  to  obtain  it.  He 
requested  that  the  power  might  be  equally  divided  betweei: 
them;  the  army  wojld  not  listen  to  his  speech.  He  coii 
rented  to  be  degraded  to  the  rank  of  Caesar ;  the  favor  was 
refused  him.  He  desired,  at  least,  he  might  be  appointed 
Praetorian  prsefect;  his  prayer  was  rejected.  Finally,  he 
pleaded  for  his  life.  The  army,  in  these  several  judgments, 
exercised  the  supreme  magistracy."  According  to  the  histo- 
rian, whose  doubtful  narrative  the  President  De  Montesquieu 
has  adopted,  Philip,  who,  during  the  whole  transaction,  had 
preserved  a  sullen  silence,  was  inclined  to  spare  the  innocent 
life  of  his  benefactor;  till,  recollecting  that  his  innocence 
might  excite  a  dangerous  compassion  in  the  Roman  world,  he 
commanded,  without  regard  to  his  suppliant  cries,  that  he 
should  be  seized,  stripped,  and  led  away  to  instant  death. 
After  a  moment^s  pause,  the  inhuman  sentence  vfas  exe- 
cuted.s* 

On  his  return  from  the  East  to  Rome,  Philip,  desirous  of 
obliterating  the  memory  of  his  crimes,  and  of  captivating 
the  affections  of  the  people,  solemnized  the  secular  games 
with  infinite  pomp  and  magnificence.  Since  their  institution 
or  revival  by  Augustus,^  they  had  been  celebrated  by  Glau- 

^  The  Augustan  History  (p.  163,  164)  cannot,  in  this  instance,  be 
reconciled  with  itself  or  with  probability.  How  could  Philip  con- 
demn his  predecessor,  and  yet  consecrate  his  memory  ?  How  could 
he  order  lus  public  execution,  and  yet,  in  his  letters  to  the  senate, 
exculpate  himself  from  the  guilt  of  his  death  ?  Philip,  though  ar 
ambitious  usurper,  was  by  no  means  a  mad  tyrant.  Some  chi-ono- 
logical  difficulties  have  likewise  been  discovered  by  the  nice  eyes  ol 
[ULemont  and  Muratori,  in  this  supposed  association  of  Philip  to  thu 
empire.* 

••  The  account  of  the  last  supposed  celebration,  though  in  ai: 
enlightened  period  of  history,  was  so  very  doubtful  and  obscure,  tha* 
the  alternative  seems  not  doubtful.    When  the  popish  jutilees,  the 


*  Wenck  endeavors  to  reconcile  these  discrepancies.    He  supposes  that 

}«rdian  was  led  away,  and  died  a  natural  death  in  prison.    This  is  diiecti) 

ontrary  to  the  statement  of  CapitoUnus  and  of  Zoslmus,  whom  he  adducet 

a  support  of  his  theory.     H«  is  mere  successful  in  his  precedents  ai 

ttsurpers  deifying  the  victims  )f  their  ambition.    Sit  aivus,  dammvdo  noi 

4t  yjnifc  —  M. 
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dius,  by  Domitian,  and  by  Severus*  and  were  now  renewed 

the  fifth  time,  on  the  accomplishment  of  the  full  period  of  a 
thousand  years  from  the  foundation  of  Rome.  Every  cir- 
cumstance of  the  secular  games  was  skilfully  adapted  to 
inspire  the  superstitious  mind  with  deep  and  solemn  rever- 
ence. The  long  interval  between  tl^em  *^  exceeded  the  term 
of  human  life ;  and  as  none  of  the  spectators  had  already 
seen  them,  none  could  flatter  themselves  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  beholding  them  a  second  time.  The  mystic  sacri- 
fices were  performed,  during  three  nights,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tyber ;  and  the  Campus  Martins  resounded  with  music 
and  dances,  and  was  illuminated  with  innumerable  lamps 
and  torches.  Slaves  and  strangers  were  excluded  from 
any  participation  in  these  national  ceremonies.  A  chorus 
of  twenty-seven  youths,  and  as  many  virgins,  of  noble  fami- 
lies, and  whose  parents  were  both  alive,  implored  the  pro- 
pitious gods  in  favor  of  the  present,  and  for  the  hope  of  the 
rising  generation ;  requesting,  in  religious  hymns,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  faith  of  their  ancient  oracles,  they  would 
still  maintain  the  virtue,  the  felicity,  and  the  empire  of  the 
Roman  people.^®  The  magnificence  of  Philip's  shows  and 
entertainments  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  multitude.  The 
devout  were  employed  in  the  rites  of  superstition,  whilst 
the  reflecting  few  revolved  in  their  anxious  minds  the  past 
history  and  the  future  fate  of  the  empire. 

Since  Romulus,  with  a  small  band  of  shepherds  and  out- 
laws, fortified  himself  on  the  hills  near  the  Tyber,  ten 
centuries  had  already  elapsed. ^^  During  the  four  first  ages, 
the  Romans,  in  the  laborious  school  of  poverty,  had  acquired 

copy  of  the  secalar  games,  were  invented  by  Boniface  VIL^  the  crafty 
pope  pretended  that  he  only  revived  an  ancient  institution.  See  M. 
le  Chais,  Lettres  sur  lea  Jnbil^. 

^7  Either  of  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  ten  years.  Yarro  and 
Livy  adopted  the  former  opinion,  bnt  the  infallible  authority  of  the 
Sybil  consecrated  the  latter,  (Censorinus  de  Die  Natal,  c.  17.)  The 
emperors  Claudius  and  Philip,  however,  did  not  treat  the  oracle  with 
implicit  respect. 

^  The  idea  of  the  secular  games  is  best  understood  from  the  poem 
•f  Horace,  and  the  description  of  Zosimns,  1.  ii.  p.  167,  &c. 

^  The  received  calculation  of  Varro  assigns  to  the  fouadation  of 
Rome  an  sera  that  corresponds  with  the  754th  year  before  Christ.  But 
so  little  is  the  chronology  of  Rome  to  be  depended  on,  in  the  more 
early  ages,  that  Sir  Issdac  Newton  has  brought  the  same  event  as  low 
OS  the  year  627.    [Compare  Niebnhr,  vol.  i.  p.  271.    M.] 
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(he  vir.ucs  of  war  and  government :  by  the  vig')rouci  exertioi) 
of  those  virtues,  and  by  the  assistance  of  fortune,  they  had 
obtained,  in  the  course  of  the  three  succeeding  centuries,  an 
alisolute  empire  over  many  countries  of  Europe,  Asia,  and 
\frica.  The  last  three  hundred  years  had  been  consumed  in 
apparent  prosperity  and  internal  decline.  The  nation  of  sol 
liers,  magistrates,  and  legislators,  who  composed  the  thirty- 
!ue  tribes  of  the  Roman  people,  was  dissolved  into  tht 
common  mass  of  mankind,  and  confounded  with  the  milliom 
of  servile  provincials,  who  had  received  the  name,  without 
adopting  the  spirit,  of  Romans.  A  mercenary  army,  levied 
among  the  subjects  and  barbarians  of  the  frontier,  was  the 
only  order  of  men  who  preserved  and  abused  their  independ- 
ence. By  their  tumultuary  election,  a  Syrian,  a  Goth,  or  an 
Arab,  was  exalted  to  the  throne  of  Rome,  and  invested  witli 
despotic  power  over  the  conquests  and  over  the  country  of 
the  Scipios. 

The  limits  of  the  Roman  empire  still  extended  from  the 
Western  Ocean  to  the  Tigris,  and  from  Mount  Atlas  to  the 
Rhine  and  the  Danube.  To  the  undiscerning  eye  of  the  vul- 
gar, Philip  appeared  a  monarch  no  less  powerful  than  Hadrian 
or  Augustus  had  formerly  been.  The  form  was  still  the  same, 
but  the  animating  health  and  vigor  were  fled.  The  industry 
of  the  people  was  discouraged  and  exhausted  by  a  long  series 
of  oppression.  The  discipline  of  the  legions,  which  alone, 
after  the  extinction  of  every  other  virtue,  had  propped  the 
greatness  of  the  state,  was  corrupted  by  the  ambition,  or  re- 
laxed by  the  weakness,  of  the  emperors.  The  strength  of  the 
frontiers,  which  had  always  consisted  in  arms  rather  than  in 
fortifications,  was  insensibly  undermined ;  and  the  fairest 
provinces  were  left  exposed  to  the  rapaciousness  or  ambitioi 
of  the  barbarians,  who  soDn  discovered  the  declinii  of  th« 
Ionian  emuiro. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 

)F    IBS    STATE    OF    PERSIA    AFTER    THE    RESTORATION    OP     nS 

MONARCHY  BY  ARTAXl'.RXES. 

Whenever  Tacitus  indulges  himself  ia  those  beautifui 
episodes,  in  which  he  relates  some  domestic  transaction  of 
the  Germans  or  of  tne  Parthians,  his  pi  incipal  object  is  to 
relieve  the  attention  of  the  reader  from  a  uniform  scene  of 
vice  and  misery.  From  the  reign  of  Augustus  to  the  time 
of  Alexander  Severus,  the  enemies  of  Rome  were  in  her 
bosom  —  the  tyrants  and  the  soldiers  ;  and  her  prosperity  had 
a  very  distant  and  feeble  interest  in  the  revolutions  that  might 
happen  beyond  the  Rhine  and  the  Euphrates.  But  when  the 
military  order  had  levelled,  in  wild  anarchy,  the  power  of  the 
prince,  the  laws  of  the  senate,  and  even  the  discipline  of  the 
camp,  the  barbarians  of  the  North  and  of  the  East,  who  had 
long  hovered  on  the  frontier,  boldly  attacked  the  provinces  of 
a  declining  monarchy.  Their  vexatious  inroads  were  changed 
into  formidable  irruptions,  and,  afler  a  long  vicissitude  of  mu- 
tual calamities,  many  tribes  of  the  victorious  invaders  estab- 
lished themselves  in  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  Empire.  To 
obtain  a  clearer  knowledge  of  these  great  events,  we  shall 
endeavor  to  form  a  previous  idea  of  the  character,  forces,  and 
designs  of  those  nations  who  avenged  the  cause  of  Hannibal 
md  Mithridates. 

In  the  more  early  ages  of  the  world,  whilst  the  forest  that 
covered  Europe  afforded  a  retreat  to  a  few  wandering  savages, 
the  inhabitants  of  Asia  were  already  collected  into  populous 
cities,  and  reduced  under  extensive  empires  the  seat  of  the 
arts,  of  luxury,  and  of  despotism.  The  Assyrians  reigned 
over  the  East  J  till  the  sceptre  of  Ninus  and  Semiramis  dropped 


4n  ancient  chronologist,  quoted  by  Velleius  Patercoliu,  (L  L  o.  6^ 
.'bderves,  that  the  Assyrians,  tiie  Medes,  the  Persians,  and  the  Macedo- 
nians, reigned  over  Asia  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-flvc 
years,  from  the  accession  of  Ninus  to  the  defeat  of  Antiochus  hy  the 
Romans.  As  the  latter  of  these  great  events  happened  289  years  bisforc 
CKrist,  the  fnrrr  cr  may  be  placed  2184  years  before  the  same  rr^ 
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from  the  hands  of  their  enervateo  successors.  The  Medes 
and  the  Babylonians  divided  ilieir  power,  and  were  themselves 
swallowed  up  in  the  monarchy  of  the  Persians,  whose  arms 
could  not  be  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  Asia.  Fol« 
lowed,  as  it  is  said,  by  two  millions  of  7/ien,  Xerxes,  the  de- 
scendant of  Cynis,  invaded  Greece.  Thirty  thousand  «o/- 
iiers^  under  the  command  of  Alexander,  the  son  of  Philip, 
who  was  intrusted  by  the  Greeks  with  their  glory  and  revenge, 
were  sufficient  to  subdue  Persia.  The  princes  of  the  hous^ 
of  Seleucus  usurped  and  lost  the  Macedonian  command  ove» 
the  East.  About  the  same  time,  that,  by  an  ignominious 
treaty,  they  resigned  to  the  Romans  the  country  on  this  side 
Mount  Tarus,  they  were  driven  by  the  Parthian^,*  an  obscure 
horde  of  Scythian  origin,  from  all  the  provinces  of  Upper 
Asia.  The  formidable  power  of  the  Parthians,  which  spread 
from  India  to  the  frontiers  of  Syria,  was  in  its  turn  subverted 
by  Ardshir,  or  Artaxerxes ;  the  founder  of  a  new  dynasty, 
which,  under  the  name  of  Sassanides,  governed  Persia  till  the 
invasion  of  the  Arabs.  This  great  revolution,  whose  fatal 
'ufiuence  was  soon  experienced  by  the  Romans,  happened  in 
die  fourth  year  of  Alexander  Severus,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
5r-six  years  after  the  Christian  aBra.^t 

the  Astronomical  Observations,  found  at  Babylon  by  Alexander, 
w^ent  fifty  years  higher. 

•  In  the  five  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  year  of  the  aera  of  Seleu-. 
ens.  See  Agathias,  1.  ii.  p.  63.  This  great  event  (such  is  the  care- 
lessness of  the  Orientals)  is  placed  by  Eutychius  as  high  as  the  tenth 
year  of  Commodus,  and  by  Moses  of  Chorene  as  low  as  the  reign  of 
PhUip.  Ammianus  MarceUinus  has  so  servilely  copied  (xxiii.  6)  hip 
ancient  materials^  which  are  indeed  very  good,  that  he  describes  the 
fimuly  of  the  Arsacides  as  still  seated  on  the  Persian  throne  in  tht 
iiiddle  of  the  fourth  century. 


*  The  Parthians  were  a  tribe  of  the  Indo-Germanic  branch  which  dwelt 
on  the  south-east  of  the  Caspian  and  belonged  to  the  same  race  as  the 
Gete,  the  Massageta$,  and  other  nations,  confounded  by  the  ancients  under 
the  vague  denomination  of  Scythians.  Klaproth,  Tableaux  Hist,  de  TAsie, 
p.  40.  Strabo  (p.  747)  calls  the  Parthians  Carduchi,  i.  e.,  the  inhabitants 
>f  Curdistan.— M. 

t  The  Persian  History,  if  the  poetjy  of  the  Shah  Nameh,  the  Book  of 
Kings,  may  deserve  that  name,  mentions  tour  dynasties  from  the  earliest 
a^es  to  the  invasion  of  the  Saracens.  The  Shah  Nameh  was  composed 
with  the  view  of  perpetuating  the  remains  of  the  original  Persian  records 
or  traditions  which  had  survived  the  Saracenic  invasion.  The  task  wsi; 
andertakeii  by  the  poet  Dukiki,  and  afterwards,  under  the  patronage  of 
Bdahmood  of  Ghazni,  completed  hy  Ferdusi.  The  first  of  these  dyna8tie> 
is  that  of  Kaiomors,  as  Sir  W.  Jones  observes,  the  dark  and  fabulous  period ; 
U^e  second,  that  «f  the  Kaianian,  the  heroic  and  poetical,  in  which  ihf 
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Artaxerxcs  had  served  with  great  repuidiion  iii  the  annifv 
of  Artaban,  ihe  )a«t  king  of  the  Parthians,  and  it  appeals  ths^ 
he  was  drhren  into  exile  and  rebellion  by  royal  ingratitude, 
tlie  customary  reward  for  superior  merit.  Mis  birth  war 
obscure,  and  the  obscurity  equally  gave  room  to  the  aspcr- 
lions  of  hi»  enemies,  and  the  flattery  of  his  adherents.  If  we 
credit  the  scandal  of  the  former,  Artaxerxes  sprang  from  the 
ilegitimate  commerce  of  a  tanner's  wife  with  a  common 
wldier.*  The  latter  represent  him  as  descended  from  a  branch 
(if  the  ancient  kings  of  Persia,  though  time  and  misfortune  had 
graduftlly  reduced  his  ancestors  to  the  humble  station  of  pri 
vate  citizens.^  As  the  lineal  heir  of  the  monarchy,  he  asserted 
his  right  to  the  throne,  and  challenged  the  noble  task  of  deliv- 
ering the  Persians  from  the  oppression  under  which  they 
groaned  above  five  centuries  since  the  death  of  Darius.  The 
Parthians  were  defeated  in  three  great  battles.*  In  the  last 
of  these  their  king  Artaban  was  slain,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
nation  was  forever  broken.^  The  authority  of  Artaxerxes  was 
solemnly  aeknowledged  in  a  great  assembly  held  at  Batch  in 
Khorasan.t  Two  younger  branches  of  the  royal  house  of 
Arsaces  were  confounded  among  the  prostrate  satraps.  A 
third,  more  mindful  of  ancient  grandeur  than  of  present  neces- 
sity, attempted  to  retire,  with  a  numerous  tram  of  vassals, 
towards  their  kinsman,  the  king  of  Armenia ;  but  this  little 
army  of  deserters  was  intercepted,  and  cut  off,  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  conqueror^^  who  boldly  assumed  the  double  dia- 


'  The  tanner's  name  was  Babec ;  the  soldier's,  Sassan :  from  the 
former  Artaxerxes  obtained  the  surname  of  Babegan,  from  tlie  latter 
aU  his  descendants  have  been  styled  Sassanidea^ 

*  D'Herbclot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  Ardshir, 

*  Dion  Cassius,  1.  Ixxx.  Herodian,  1.  vi.  p.  207.  Abulpharagiuf 
Dynast,  p.  80. 

*  See  Moses  Chorenensis,  L  ii.  c.  65 — 71. 


learned  have  discoTered  some  curious,  and  imagined  some  fanciful,  ana  it 
^es  with  the  Jewish,  the  Oreek,  and  the  Roman  accounts  of  the  easten 
world.  See,  on  the  Shah  Nameh,  Translation  by  Goerres,  with  Yon  Ham- 
mer's Review,  Vienna  Jahrbuchvon  Lit.  17,  75,  77-  Malcolm's  Persia, 
8vo.  ed.  i.  603.  Macau's  Preface  to  his  Critical  Edition  of  the  Shah  Nameh. 
On  the  early  Persian  History,  a  very  sensible  abstract  of  various  opiniont 
in  Malcolm's  Hist,  of  Persia.  —  M. 

*  In  the  plain  of  Hoormuz,  the  son  of  Babek  was  hailed  in  the  field  with 
the  proud  title  of  Shahan  Shah,  king  of  kings — a  name  ever  since  assumsd 
oy  tae  sovereigns  of  Persia.    Malcc  Im,  i.  71.  —  M. 

-t  See  the  Persian  aceount  of  the  Aw  of  Ardetchir  Babegan,  m  Maloobr 
i.  W.  —  M. 
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iem,  and  the  title  of  Kng  of  Kings,  which  had  Deen  enjoyed 
by  his  predecessor.  But  nese  pompous  titles,  instead  of 
a;mttfying  the  vanity  of  the  Persian,  served  only  to  admonish 
him  of  his  duty,  and  to  inflame  in  his  soul  the  amhition  of 
restoring,  in  their  full  solendor,  the  religion  and  empire  of 
Cyrua 

I.  During  the  long  servitude  of  Persia  under  the  Macodcniai 
md  the  Parthian  yoke,  the  nations  of  Europe  and  Asia  lurj 
mutually  adopted  and  corrupted  each  other's  superstitions 
The  Arsacides,  indeed,  practised  the  worship  of  the  Magi ; 
but  they  disgraced  and  polluted  it  with  a  various  mixture  of 
foreign  idolatry.*  The  memory  of  Zoroaster,  the  ancient 
prophet  and  philosopher  of  the  Persians,'  was  still  revered  ir 
the  East ;.  but  the  obsolete  and  mysterious  language,  in  which 
the  Zendavesta  was  composed,®  opened  a  field  of  dispute  to 
seventy  sects,  who  variously  explained  the  fundamental  doc- 


^  Hyde  and  Frideaiix,  working  up  the  Persian  legends  and  theu 
own  conjectures  into  a  very  agreeable  story,  represent  Zoroaster  as  a 
eontemporary  of  Darius  Hystaspes.  But  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
the  Greek  writers,  who  lived  almost  In  the  age  of  Darius,  agree  in 
placing  the  sera  of  Zoroaster  many  hundred,  or  even  thousand,  years 
before  their  own  time.  The  judicious  criticism  of  Mr.  Moyle  per- 
ceived, and  maintained  against  his  uncle  Dr.  Frideaux,  the  antiquity 
of  the  Persian  prophet.     See  his  work,  vol.  ii.t 

^  That  ancient  idiom  was  called  the  Zend,  The  language  of  the 
commentary,  the  Pehlvi,  though  much  more  modem,  has  ceased 
many  ages  ago  to  be  a  living  tongue.  This  fact  alone  (if  it  is  allowe<* 
M  authentic)  sufficiently  warrants  the  antiquity  of  those  writing^ 


*  Silvestre  de  Sacy  (Antiquitos  de  la  Perse^  has  proved  the  neglect  of 
the  Zoroastrian  religion  under  the  Parthian  kmgs.  —  M. 

t  There  are  three  leading  theories  concerning  the  age  of  Zoroaster: 
I.  That  which  assigns  him  to  an  age  of  great  and  almost  indefinite  anti* 
4uity  —  it  is  that  of  Moyle,  adopted  by  Gribbon,  Volney,  Recherches  but 
"Histoire,  iL  2.  Rhode,  also,  (oie  Heuige  Sage,  &o.,)  in  a  very  ingenious 
ind  ably-developed  theory,  throws  the  Bactrian  prophet  far  back  into 
mtiquity.  2.  Foucher,  (Mem.  de  I'Acad.  xxvil.  233,)  Tychsen,  (in  Com 
Soc.  Gott.  ii.  112,)  Heeren,  (Ideen.  i.  469,)  and  recently  Holty,  identify  the 
Ghishtasp  of  the  Persian  mythological  history  with  Cyaxares  the  First,  the 
king  of  the  Medes,  and  consider  the  religion  to  be  Median  in  its  origiu. 
M.  Ghxizot  considers  this  opinion  most  probable,  note  in  loc.  3.  Hyde,  Pri- 
deauz,  Anquetil  du  Perron,  Kleuker,  Herder,  Ooerres,  (Mythen-Ge- 
•ehichte,)  Von  Hammer,  (Wien.  Jahrbuch,  vol.  ix.,)  Malcolm,  (i.  528,)  De 
Ghiigniaut,  (Relig.  de  I'Antiq.  2d  part,  vol.  iii.,)  Klaproth,  (Tableaux  de 
I'Asie,  p.  21,)  make  Gushtasp  Darius  Hystaspes,  and  Zoroaster  his  eon- 
temporary.  The  silence  of  Herodotus  appears  the  great  objection  to  thii 
theory.  Some  writers,  as  M.  Foucher,  (resting,  as  M.  Guisot  observes,  oc 
the  doubtful  authority  of  Pliny,)  make  more  than  one  Zoroaster,  and  v' 
ittempt  to  reconcile  the  tx>nflicting  theories.  —  M. 
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trines  of  ihcir  religion,  and  were  all  indiiTereDtly  derided  by  a 
crowd  of  infidels,  who  rejected  the  divine  mission  and  mira- 
cles of  the  prophet.  To  suppress  the  idolaters,  reunitd  the 
schismatics,  and  confute  the  unbelievers,  by  the  inf&Uibie 
decision  of  a  general   council,  the   pious  Artaxerxes  sum- 


vhich  M.  d'Anqnetil  has  brought  into  Europe,  and  tranft^ated  into 
French.* 


*  Zend  signifies  lifCf  living.  The  word  means,  either  ihe  cnllection  of 
the  canonical  books  of  the  rollosvers  of  Zoroaster,  or  the  language  itself  i*^ 
which  thev  are  written.  ThAv  are  the  books  that  contain  the  word  of  life, 
whether  tne  language  was  originally  called  Zend,  or  whether  it  was  so 
i;alled  from  the  contents  of  the  books.  Avesta  means  word,  oracle,  reve- 
lation :  this  term  is  not  the  title  of  a  particular  work,  but  of  the  collection 
of  the  books  of  Zoroaster,  as  the  revelation  of  Ormuzd.  This  collection 
is  sometimes  called  Zendavesta,  sometimes  briefly  Zend. 

The  Zend  was  the  ancient  language  of  Media,  as  is  proved  by  its  affinity 
with  the  dialects  of  Armenia  ana  Georg^'a ;  it  was  already  a  dead  language 
under  the  Arsacides  in  the  country  which  was  the  scene  of  the  events  re- 
corded in  the  Zeadavesta.  Some  critics,  among  others  Richardson  and 
Sir  W.  Jones,  have  called  in  question  the  antiquity  of  these  books.  The 
ormer  pretended  that  the  Zend  had  never  been  a  written  or  spoken  lan- 
guage, out  had  beeu  invented  in  the  later  times  by  the  Magi,  for  the  nur- 
poses  of  their  art ;  tut  Kleuker,  in  the  dissertations  which  he  addea  to 
those  of  Anquetil  and  the  Abbe  f  oucher,  has  proved  that  the  Zend  was  a 
jving  and  spoken  language.  —  G.  Sir  W.  Jones  appears  to  have  aban 
ioned  his  doubts,  on  (tisoovering  the  affinity  between  the  Zend  and  the 
Janskrit.  Since  the  time  of  Kleuker,  this  question  has  been  investigated 
ov  many  learned  scholars.  Sir  W.  Jones,  Ley  den,  (Asiat.  Research,  x. 
283,)  and  Mr.  Erskine,  (Bombay  Trans,  ii.  299,)  consider  it  a  derivative 
from  the  Sanskrit.  The  antiquity  of  the  Zendavesta  has  likewise  been 
asserted  by  Rask,  the  great  Danish  linguist,  who,  according  to  Malcolm, 
brought  back  from  the  East  fresh  transcripts  and  additions  to  those  pub- 
Ushed  by  Anquetil.  According  to  Rask,  the  Zend  and  Sanskrit  are  sister 
dialects  ;  the  one  the  parent  of  the  Persian,  the  other  of  the  Indian  fam- 
ily of  languages.  —  G.  and  M.  But  the  subject  is  most  satisfactorily  illus- 
trated in  Bopp's  comparative  Grammar  of  the  Sanscrit,  Zend,  Greek,  Latin, 
Lithuanian,  Gothic,  and  German  languages.  Berlin,  183d-i5.  According 
10  Bopp,  the  Zend  is,  in  some  respects,  of  more  remarkable  structure  than 
the  Sanskrit.  Parts  of  the  Zendavesta  have  been  published  in  the  original, 
by  M.  Boumouf,  at  Paris,  and  M.  Olshausen,  in  Hamburg.  —  M. 

The  Pehlvi  was  the  language  of  the  countries  bordering  on  Assyria,  anJ 
probably  of  Assyria  itself,  rehlvi  signifies  valor,  heroism  j  the  Pehlvi. 
therefore,  was  the  language  of  the  ancient  heroes  and  kings  of  Persia,  the 
valiant.  (Mr.  Erskine  prefers  the  derivation  from  Pehla,  a  border.— M. 
£t  contains  a  number  of  Aramaic  roots.  Anquetil  considered  it  formed 
from  the  Zend.  Kleuker  docs  not  adopt  this  opinion.  The  Pehlvi,  he 
lays,  is  much  more  flowing,  and  less  overcharged  with  vowels,  than  the 
Kend.  The  books  of  Zoroaster,  first  written  m  Zend,  were  afterwards 
-.ranslated  into  Pehlvi  and  Parsi.  The  Pehlvi  had  fallen  into  disuse  under 
ihe  dynasty  of  the  Sassanides,  but  the  learned  still  wrote  it.  The  Pazai, 
the  dialect  of  Pars  or  Farristan,  was  then  the  prevailing  dialect.  Kleuker, 
\nhanff.  sum  Zend  Avesta,  2,  ii.  part  i.  p.  158,  part  ii.  31.-— G. 

Mr.  Erskine  (Bombay  Transactions)  considers  the  existing  Zei.lavena 
t'>  hare  be<>n  compiled  in  the  time  of  Ardeschir  Babheiran.  -   M. 
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moiied  the  Magi  from  all  parts  of  his  dominions.  Thesif 
priests,  who  had  so  long  sighed  in  contenn[)t  :ind  obscurity 
obeyed  the  welcome  summons;  and  on  the  appointed  day 
appeared,  to  the  number  of  about  eighty  thousand.  But  as 
the  debates  of  so  tumultuous  an  assembly  could  not  have  been 
directed  by  the  authority  of  reason,  or  influenced  by  the  art  o^ 
policy,  the  Persian  synod  was  reduced,  by  successive  opera- 
tions, to  forty  thousand,  to  four  thousand,  to  four  hundred,  tc 
forty,  and  at  last  to  seven  Magi,  the  most  respected  for  theii 
learning  and  piety.  One  of  these,  Erdaviraph,  a  young  but 
holy  prelate,  received  from  the  hands  of  his  brethren  three 
cups  of  soporiferous  wine.  He  drank  them  off,  and  instantly 
fell  into  a  long  and  profound  sleep.  As  soon  as  he  waked, 
he  related  to  the  king  and  to  the  believing  multitude,  his  jour- 
ney to  heaven,  and  his  intimate  conferences  with  the  Deity. 
Every  doub*  was  silenced  by  this  supernatural  evidence  ;  and 
the  articles  of  the  faith  of  Zoroaster  were  fixed  with  equal 
authority  and  precision.^  A  short  delineation  of  that  cele- 
brated system  will  be  found  useful,  not  only  to  display  the 
character  of  the  Persian  nation,  but  to  illustrate  many  of  theii 
most  important  transactions,  both  in  peace  and  war,  with  the 
Roman  empire.^® 

The  great  and  fundamental  article  of  the  system,  was  the 
celebrated  doctrine  of  the  two  principles ;  a  bold  and  injudi- 
cious attempt  of  Eastern  philosophy  to  reconcile  the  existence 
of  moral  and  physical  evil  with  the  attributes  of  a  beneficent 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the  world.  The  first  and  original 
Being,  in  whom,  or  by  whom,  the  universe  exists,  is  denominated 
in  the  writings  of  Sioroaster,  Time  toithout  bounds ;  t  but  it  must 
be  confessed,  that  this  infinite  substance  seems  rather  a  meta- 
physical abstraction  of  the  mind,  than  a  real  object  endowed 


'  Hyde  de  Religione  veterum  Pers.  c.  21. 

^°  I  have  principally  drawn  this  account  firom  the  Zendayesta  of 
vl.  d'Anquetil,  and  the  Sadder,  subjoined  to  Dr.  Hyde's  treatise.  It 
tQUSt,  however,  be  confessed,  that  tiie  studied  obscurity  of  a  prophet, 
she  figurative  style  of  the  East,  and  the  deceitful  medium  of  a  French 
or  Latin  version,  may  have  betrayed  us  into  error  and  heresy,  in  thii 
abridgment  of  Persi^m  theology.* 


*  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Gibbon  followed  the  post-Mahometan  Saddet 
4f  Hyde.  — M. 

t  Zeroane  Akerene,  so  translated  by  Anquetil  and  Kleuker.    There  is  • 
dissertation  of  Foucher  on  this  subject,  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Inscr.  t.  zxix 
A.ocording  to  Bohlen  (das  alte  Indien)  it  is  the  Sanskrit  Sarvam  Akarmwm 
the  Uncreated  Whole  ;  or,  according  to  Fred.  Schickel,  Sarvam  Akharyum 
'.he  Unereate  Indivisible.  -—  M 
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with  3eif-con8ciousne&<i,  or  possessed  of  mora)  p«^rfection» 
Prom  either  the  blind  or  the  intellige.it  operation  of  this  in 
finite  Time,  which  bears  but  too  near  an  affinity  with  the  chaoi 
of  the  Greeks,  the  two  secondary  but  active  principles  of  the 
universe,  were  from  all  eternity  produced,  Ormusd  and  Ahri- 
man,  each  of  them  possessed  of  the  powers  of  creation,  but 
each  disposed,  by  his  invariable  nature,  to  exercise  them  with 
difierent  designs.*  The  principle  of  good  is  eternally  ab« 
sorbed  in  light;  the  principle  of  evil  eternally  buried  in  dark- 
aess.  The  wise  benevolence  of  Ormusd  formed  man  capable 
3f  virtue,  and  abundantly  provided  his  fair  habitation  with  the 
materials  of  happiness.  By  his  vigilant  providence,  the  mo- 
tion of  the  planets,  the  order  of  the  seasons,  and  the  teroper- 
eite  mixture  of  the  elements,  are  preserved  But  the  malice 
of  Ahriman  has  long  since  pierced  Ormusd^s  egg;  or,  in 
other  words,  has  violated  the  harmony  of  his  works.  Since 
that  fatal  eruption,  the  most  minute  articles  of  good  and  evil 
are  intimately  intermingled  and  agitated  together ;  the  rank- 
est poisons  spring  up  amidst  the  most  salutary  plants  deluges, 
earthquakes,  and  conflagrations  attest  the  conflict  of  Nature, 
and  the  little  world  of  man  is  perpetually  shaken  by  vice  and 
misfortune.  Whilst  the  rest  of' human  kind  are  led  away  cap- 
tives in  the  chains  of  their  infernal  enemy,  the  faithful  Persian 
alone  reserves  his  religious  adoration  for  his  friend  and  pro- 
tector Ormusd,  and  fights  under  his  banner  of  light,  in  the  full 
confidence  that  he  shall,  in  the  last  day,  share  the  glory  of  his 
triumph.  At  that  decisive  period,  the  enlightened  wisdom  of 
goodness  will  render  the  power  of  Ormusd  superior  to  the 
furious  malice  of  his  rival.  Ahriman  and  his  followers,  dis- 
armed and  subdued,  will  sink  into  their  native  darkness ;  and 
virtue  will  maintain  the  eternal  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
universe.i^t 

'  The  modem  Paneee  (and  in  some  degree  the  Sadder)  exalt 
^rmufld  into  the  first  and  omnipotent  cause,  whilst  they  degrade 
Ahriman  into  an  inferior  but  rebdlious  spirit.  Their  desire  of  pleas- 
ng  the  Mahometans  may  have  contributed  to  refine  their  theologic% 
system. 

*  This  is  an  error.  Ahriman  was  not  forced  by  his  inyariatle  nature  to 
lo  eril ;  the  Zendavesta  expressly  recognizes  (see  the  Izeschne)  that  he 
was  born  ffood,  that  in  his  origin  he  was  light ;  envy  rendered  him  evil ;  he 
became  jealous  of  the  power  and  attributes  of  Cfrmuzd ;  then  light  wai 
hanged  into  darkness,  and  Ahriman  was  precipitated  into  the  abyss.  Set 
he  Abridgment  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Ancient  Persians,  by  Anqaetil,  e. 
i.  (2.  —  G. 

r  According  to  the  Zendavesta,  Ahriman  will  not  be  annihilated  or  jne- 
«pustpd  forever  into  darkness  :  at  the  resurrection  of  the  «Md  hs  wi)f  ^ 
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The  (tieolog/  of  ZoroastDr  was  darkly  comprehended  b} 
foreigners,  and  even  by  the  far  greater  number  of  his  disci 
pies ;  but  the  most  careless  observers  were  struck  with  the 
philosophic  simplicity  of  the  Persian  worship.  "  That  people," 
■ays  Herodotus,i2  u  ejects  the  use  of  temples,  of  altars,  and 
of  statues,  and  smiles  at  the  folly  of  those  nations  who  im- 
agine that  the  gods  are  sprung  from,  or  bear  any  affinity 
with,  the  human  nature.  The  tops  of  the  highest  mountains 
are  the  places  chosen  for  sacrifices.  Hymns  and  prayers 
are  the  principal  worship ;  the  Supreme  God,  who  fills  the 
wide  circle  of  heaven,  is  the  object  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
dressed.^^  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a 
polytheist,  he  accuseth  them  of  adoring  Earth,  Water,  Fire, 
the  Winds,  and  the  Sun  and  Moon.  But  the  Persians  of  everv 
age  have  denied  the  charge,  and  explained  the  equivocal  con- 
duct, which  might  appear  to  give  a  color  to  it.  The  elements 
and  more  particularly  Fire,  Light,  and  the  Sun,  whom  they 
called  Mitbra,t  were  the  objects  of  their  religious  reverence 

^^  Herodotufi,  1. 1.  c.  131.  But  Dr.  Prideaux  thinks,  with  reason, 
that  the  use  of  temples  was  sfterwards  permitted  in  the  Magian 
religion.* 

entirely  defeated  by  Ormuzd,  bis  power  will  be  destroved,  bis  kingdom 
OTertbrown  to  its  foundations,  be  will  bimself  be  purined  in  torrents  of 
melting  metal ;  he  will  ubange  bis  heart  and  bis  will,  become  boly,  beaTen- 
ly,  establisb  in  bis  dominions  the  law  and  word  of  Ormuzd,  unite  bimself 
with  bim  in  everlasting  friendsbip,  and  both  will  sine  bvmns  in  honor  of 
^e  Great  Eternal.  See  Anquetil's  Abridgment.  Kleuker,  Anbang,  part 
iii.  n.  85,  36 ;  and  tbe  Izeschne,  one  of  the  books  of  tbe  Zenda vesta.  Ac- 
euroin^  to  tbe  Sadder  Bun-Dehescb,  a  more  modern  work,  Abriman  is  to 
be  annihilated :  but  tbis  is  contrary  to  tbe  text  itself  of  the  Zendavesta, 
and  to  the  idea  which  its  author  gives  of  tbe  kingdom  of  Eternity,  after 
the  twelve  thousand  years  assigned  to  the  contest  between  Good  and  Evil 
—  G. 

*  Tbe  pyrea,  or  fire  temples  of  tbe  Zoroastrians,  (observes  EJeuker, 
Persica,  p.  16,)  were  only  to  be  found  in  Media  or  Aderbidjan,  provinces 
into  which  Herodotus  did  not  penetrate.  —  M. 

t  Among  tbe  Persians  Mithra  is  not  the  Sun :  Anquetil  has  contested 
and  triumphantly  refuted  the  opinion  of  those  who  confound  them,  and  it 
is  evidently  contrary  to  tbe  text  of  the  Zendavesta.  Mithra  is  tbe  first  of 
tbe  genii,  or  fzeds,  created  by  Ormuzd ;  it  is  be  who  watches  over  all  nature. 
Hence  arose  the  misapprehension  of  some  of  the  Greeks,  who  have  said 
that  Mithra  was  the  summus  deus  of  the  Persians  :  he  has  a  thousand  ears 
and  ten  thousand  eyes.  The  Clialdeans  appear  to  have  assigned  him  a 
higher  rank  than  the  Persians.  It  is  he  who  bestows  upon  the  earth  the 
light  of  the  sun.  The  sun,  named  Khor,  (brightness,^  is  thus  an  infierioi 
flnenitts,  who,  with  many  other  genii,  bears  a  part  in  the  functions  uf  Mithic 
rhese  assistant  genii  to  another  genius  are  called  his  kamkars ;  but  in  the 
Zendavesta  they  are  never  confounded.  On  the  days  sncred  to  a  particular 
cenius,  tbe  Persian  ought  to  recite,  not  only  the  pravers  addressed  to  him 
^a1  those  also  which  are  addressed  to  his  kamkars  ;  thus  the  hymn  or  ie»ch^ 
13 
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beci  use  ihe)  considered  them  as  the  purest  syMbols,  th.^ 
noblest  procuclions,  and  the  most  powerful  agents  of  the  Di- 
vine Power  and  Nature.^^ 

Every  mode  of  religion,  to  make  a  deep  and  lasting  im 
pression  on  the  human  mind,  must  exercise  our  obedience,  by 
enjoining  practices  of  devotion,  for  which  we  can  assign  no 
reason ;  and  must  acquire  our  esteem,  by  inculcating  moral 
duties  analogous  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  hearts.  The  reli- 
gion of  Zoroaster  was  abundantly  provided  with  the  former 
and  possessed  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  latter.  At  the  age 
of  puberty,  the  faithful  Persian  was  invested  with  a  mysterious 
girdle,  the  badge  of  the  divine  protection  ;  and  from  that  mo- 
ment all  the  actions  of  his  ife,  even  the  most  indifferent,  or 
the  most  necessary,  were  sanctified  by  their  peculiar  prayers, 
ejaculations,  or  genuflections ;  the  omission  of  which,  under 
any  circumstances,  was  a  grievous  sin,  not  inferior  in  guilt  to 
the  violation  of  the  moral  duties.  The  moral  duties,  how- 
ever, of  justice,  mercy,  liberality,  &c.,  were  in  their  turn 
required  of  the  disciple  of  Zoroaster,  who  wished  to  escape 
the  persecution  of  Ahriman,  and  to  live  with  Ormusd  in  a 
blissful  eternity,  where  the  degree  of  felicity  will  be  exactlj 
proportioned  to  the  degree  of  virtue  and  piety.^^ 

*^  Hyde  de  Kelig.  Pers.  c.  8.  Notwithstanding  all  their  distinc- 
tions and  protestations,  which  seem  sincere  enough,  their  tyrants^ 
the  Mahometans,  have  constantly  stigmatized  them  as  idolatrous 
worshippers  of  the  fire. 

^*  See  the  Sadder,  the  smallest  part  of  which  consists  of  moral 
precepts.  The  ceremonies  enjoined  are  infinite  and  trifling.  Fifteen 
genuflections,  prayers,  &c.,  were  required  whenever  the  devout  Per- 
sian cut  his  na£Ls  or  made  water ;  or  as  often  as  he  put  on  the  sacred 
girdle.     Sadder,  Art.  14,  50,  60.* 


of  Mithra  is  recited  on  the  day  of  the  sun,  (Khor,)  and  vice  yer8&.  It  it 
probably  this  which  has  sometimes  caused  them  to  be  confounded ;  but 
Anauetil  had  himself  exposed  this  error,  which  Kleuker,  and  all  who  have 
studied  the  Zendavesta,  have  noticed.  See  viii.  Diss,  of  Anquetil.  Kleu- 
ker's  Anhang,  part  iii.  p.  132.  —  G. 

M.  Ghiizot  is  unquestionably  right,  according  to  the  pure  and  original 
doctrine  of  the  Zend.  The  Mithriac  worship,  which  was  so  extensively 
propagated  in  the  West,  and  in  which  Mithra  and  the  sun  were  perpetually 
confounded,  seems  to  have  been  formed  from  a  fusion  of  Zoroastrianism 
and  Chaldaism,  or  the  Syrian  worship  of  the  sun.  An  excellent  abstract 
of  the  question,  with  references  to  the  works  of  the  chief  modem  writers 
}n  this  curious  subject,  De Sacy,  Kleuker,  Von  Hammer,  &c.,  maybe  found 
In  De  Guigniaut's  translation  of  Kreuzer.  Relig.  d' Antiquity,  notes  -viii.  ix 


to  book  ii.  vol.  i.  2d  part,  page  728.  —  M. 
*  Zoroaster  exacted  much  less  !er 


:eremonial  obserTance»  than,  at  a  \Mtm 
period  tlia  pries'is  of  his  doctrines     This  is  the  progress  of  all  religions 
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But  theia  are  some  remarkable  iDstances  in  which  ZoitMis 
ler  lays  aside  the  prophet,  assumes  the  legislator,  and  discov 
ere  a  liberal  concern  for  private  and  public  happiness,  seldom 
to  be  found  among  the  grovelling  or  visionary  schemes  of 
superstition.  Fasting  and  celibacy,  the  common  means  of 
purchasing  the  divine  favor,  he  condemns  with  abhorrence 
as  a  criminal  rejection  of  the  best  gifts  of  Providence.     Th^ 

I  saint,  in  the  Magian  religion,  is  obliged  to  beget  children,  tc 

!  plant   useful   trees,  to   destroy  noxious  animals,  to  convey 

water  to  the  dry  lands  of  Persia,  and  to  work  out  his  salvation 

I  by  pursuing  all  the  labors  of  agriculture.*     We  may  quote 

from  the  Zendavesta  a  wise  and  benevolent  maxim,  which 
compensates  for  many  an  absurdity.  ''  He  who  sows  the 
ground  with  care  and  diligence  acquires  a  greater  stock  of 
religious  merit  than  he  could  gain  by  the  repetition  of  ten 
thousand  prayers."  ^^  In  the  spring  of  every  year  a  festival 
was  celebrated,  destined  to  represent  the  primitive  equality, 
and  the  present  connection,  of  mankind.  The  stately  kings 
»f  Persia,  exchanging  their  vain  pomp  for  more  genuine 
greatness,  freely  mingled  with  the  humblest  but  most  useful 
of  their  subjects.  On  that  day  the  husbandmen  were  admit 
ted,  without  distinction,  to  the  table  of  the  king  and  his 
latraps.  The  monarch  accepted  their  petitions,  inquired  into 
heir  grievances,  and  conversed  with  them  on  die  most  equal 
terms.  "  From  your  labors,^*  was  he  accustomed  to  say,  (and 
to  say  with  truth,  if  not  with  sincerity,)  "  from  your  labors 

I  we  receive  our  subsistence ;  you  derive  your  tranquillity  from 

our  vigilance  :  since,  therefore,  we  are  mutually  necessary  to 
each  other,  let  us  live  together  like  brothers  in  concord  and 
love."  1^     Such  a  festival  must  indeed  have  degenerated,  in  a 

wealthy  and  despotic  empire,  into  a  theatrical  representation  ; 

I 

**  Zendavesta,  torn.  i.  p.  224,  and  Precis  dii  Systeme  de  Zoroa<%tr& 
i  torn.  ilL 

'^  Hyde  de  Religione  Persarum,  c.  19. 


t&e  worship,  simple  in  its  ongin,  is  gradually  overloaded  with  minute 
iuperstitions.  The  maxim  of  the  Zendavesta,  on  the  relative  merit  of 
Bowing  the  earth  and  of  prayers,  quoted  below  by  Gibbon,  proves  that 
Zoroaster  did  not  attach  too  much  importance  to  these  observances. 
Thus  it  is  not  from  the  Zendavesta  that  Gibbon  derives  the  inroof  of  hit 
sllegation,  but  from  the  Sadder,  a  much  later  work.  —  G. 

*  See,  on  Zoroaster's  encouragement  of  agriculture,  the  ingeniooi 
remarks  of  Hearen,  Ideen.  vol.  i.  p.  449,  &e.  and  Rhode,  Heilige  Sage 
D.517.— M. 
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but  it  was  at  least  a  comedy  well  worthy  of  a  royal  atiQwnoe- 
and  which  might  sometimes  imprint  a  salutaiy  lesson  on  tlie 
mind  of  a  young  prince. 

Had  Zoroaster,  in  all  his  institutions,  invanabiy  supported 
this  exalted  character,  his  name  would  deserve  a  place  with 
those  of  Numa  and  Confucius,  and  his  system  would  be  justly 
entitled  to  all  the  applause,  which  it  has  pleased  some  of  our 
divines,  and  even  some  of  our  philosophers,  to  bestow  on  it 
But  in  that  motley  composition,  dictated  by  reason  and  pas- 
sion, by  enth'isiasm  and  by  selfish  motives,  some  useful  and 
sub  ime  truths  were  >  disgraced  by  a  mixture  of  the  most  ab- 
ject and  dangerous  superstition.  The  Magi,  or  sacerdotal 
order,  were  extremely  numerous,  since,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  fourscore  thousand  of  them  were  convened  in  a  general 
council.  Their  forces  were  multiplied  by  discipline.  A  reg- 
ular hierarchy  was  diffused  through  all  the  provinces  of  Per- 
sia ;  and  the  Archimagus,  who  resided  at  Balch,  was  respected 
as  the  visible  head  of  the  church,  and  the  lawful  successor  of 
Zoroaster. ^^  The  property  of  the  Magi  was  very  consider- 
able. Besides  the  less  invidious  possession  of  a  large  tract 
of  the  most  fertile  lands  of  Media, i®  they  levied  a  general  tax 
on  the  fortunes  and  the  industry  of  the  Persians. ^^  *'  Though 
your  good  works,"  says  the  interested  prophet,  "  exceed  in 
number  the  leaves  of  the  trees,  the  drops  of  rain,  the  stars  in 
the  heaven,  or  the  sands  on  the  sea-shore,  they  will  all  be  un- 
profitable to  you,  unless  they  are  accepted  by  the  destottr^  or 
priest.  To  obtain  the  acceptation  of  this  guide  to  salvation, 
you  must  faithfiilly  pay  him  tithes  of  all  you  possess,  of  your 
goods,  of  your  lands,  and  of  your  money.  If  the  destour  be 
satisfied,  your  soul  will  escape  hell  tortures ;  you  will  secure 
praise  in  this  world  and  happiness  in  the  next.     For  the  des- 

"  Hyde  de  Religione  Persarum,  c.  28.  Both  Hyde  and  Prideaus 
affect  to  apply  to  &e  Magian  the  terma  consecrated  to  the  Christiar 
nierarchy. 

*  Aimnian.  Marcellin.  xziiL  6.  He  Informs  us  (as  far  as  ^e  may 
credit  him)  of  two  curious  particulars :  1.  That  the  Magi  derived 
»ome  of  their  most  secret  doctnnes  from  the  Indian  Brachmans ;  and* 
2 .  That  they  were  a  tribe,  or  family,  as  well  as  order. 

"  The  divine  institution  of  tithes  exhibits  a  singular  instance  of 

conformity  between  the  law  of  Zoroaster  and  that  of  Hoses.    Those 

who  cannot  otherwise  account  for  it,  may  suppose,  if  they  pleaBey  that 

'he  Ma^.  of  the  latter  times  inserted  so  usefol  an  interpolation  into  tbf 

vritings  if  theix  prophet. 
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XHirs  are  the  teachers  of  religioo ;  they  know  all  things,  and 
they  ddliver  all  men."  20  • 

These  convenient  maxims  of  reverence  and  implicit  fttii  n 
were  douht'ess  imprinted  with  care  on  the  tender  minds  of 
youth ;  since  the  Magi  were  the  masters  of  education  in  Per- 
sia, and  to  their  hands  the  children  even  of  the  royal  family 
were  intrusted.^i  The  Persian  priests,  who  were  of  a  spec- 
ulative genius,  preserved  and  investigated  the  secrets  of  On 
ental  philosophy ;  and  acquired,  either  by  superior  knowledge 
or  superior  art,  the  reputation  of  being  well  versed  in  some 
occult  sciences,  which  have  derived  their  appellation  from  the 
Magi.^  Those  of  more  active  dispositions  mixed  with  the 
world  in  courts  and  cities  ;  and  it  is  observed,  that  the  admin- 
istration of  Artaxerxes  was  in  a  great  measure  directed  by  the 
counsels  of  the  sacerdotal  order,  whose  dignity,  either  from 
policy  or  devotion,  that  prince  restored  to  its  ancient  splen- 
dor.M 

The  first  counsel  of  the  Magi  was  agreeable  to  the  uoso 
ciable   genius  of   their   faith,^  to  the   practice   of  ancient 


*  Sadder,  Art  viii. 

"  Plato  m  Alcibiad. 

**  Pliny  (Hist.  Natur.  1.  xxx.  c.  1)  observes,  that  magic  held  mait- 
kind  by  the  triple  chain  of  religion,  of  physic,  and  of  astronomy. 

*^  Agathias,  1.  iv.  p.  134. 

**  Mr.  Hume,  in  the  Natural  History  of  Religion,  sagaciously 
temarks,  that  the  most  refined  and  philosophic  sects  are  constantly  the 
most  intolerant,  t 


*  The  passage  quoted  by  Gibbon  is  not  taken  from  tbe  writings  of  Zor 
oaster,  but  from  the  Sadder,  a  work,  as  has  been  before  said,  much  latei 
than  the  books  which  form  the  Zendavesta,  and  written  by  a  Magus  foi 
popular  use ;  what  it  contains,  therefore,  cannot  be  attributed  to  Zoroaster, 
it  IS  remarkable  that  Oibbon  should  fall  into  this  error,  for  Hyde  himself 
does  not  ascribe  the  Sadder  to  Zoroaster ;  he  remarks  that  it  is  written  in 
verse,  while  Zoroaster  always  wrote  in  prose.  H^de,  i.  p.  27.  Whatevei 
may  be  the  case  as  to  the  latter  assertion,  for  whirh  there  appears  little 
foundation,  it  is  unquestionable  that  the  Sadder  is  of  much  later  date. 
The  Abbfe  Foucher  does  not  even  believe  it  to  be  an  extract  from  the  works 
if  Zoroaster.  See  his  Diss,  before  quoted.  M6m.  de  I'Acad.  des  Ins.  t. 
Kxyii.  —  G.  Perhaps  it  is  rash  to  speak  of  any  part  of  the  Zendavesta  as 
the  writing  of  Zoroaster,  though  it  may  be  a  genuine  representation  of  hit 
doctrines.  As  to  the  Sadder,  Hyde  (in  Prsef.)  considered  it  not  above  200 
fears  old.  It  is  manifestly  post-Mahometan.  See  Art.  xzv.  on  fasting. 
— M. 

t  Hume's  comparison  is  rather  between  theism  and  polytheism.  In 
India,  in  Ghreece,  and  in  modem  Europe,  philosophic  religion  has  looked 
iown  witk  contemptuous  toleration  on  the  superstitions  of  the  vulgar.  —  M 
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kings ,^  and  even  to  the  examole  of  their  legislator,  who  had 
fallen  a  victim  to  a  religious  war,  excited  by  his  own  intoler 
ant  z«5ai.^  By  an  edict  of  Artaxerxes,  the  exercise  of  every 
worship,  except  that  of  Zoroaster,  was  severely  prohibited. 
The  temples  of  the  Parthians,  and  the  statues  of  their  deified 
monarchs,  were  thrown  down  with  ignominy.^'  The  sword 
of  Aristotle  (such  was  the  name  given  by  the  Orientals  to  the 
polytheism  and  philosophy  of  the  Greeks)  was  easily  broken ;  * 
the  flames  of  persecution  soon  reached  the  more  stubborn  Jews 
and  Christians ;  *>  nor  did  they  spare  the  heretics  of  their  own 
nation  and  religion.  The  majesty  of  Ormusd,  who  was  jeal- 
ous of  a  rival,  was  seconded  by  the  despotism  of  Artaxerxes, 
who  could  not  suffer  a  rebel ;  and  the  schismatics  within  his 
vast  empire  were  soon  reduced  to  the  inconsiderable  number 
of  eighty  thousand.^®*  This  spirit  of  persecution  reflects 
dishonor  on  the  religion  of  Zoroaster ;  but  as  it  was  not  pro- 
ductive of  any  civil  commotion,  it  served  to  strengthen  the 
new  monarchy,  by  uniting  all  the  various  inhabitants  of  Per- 
sia in  the  bands  of  religious  zeal.f 

II.  Artaxerxes,  by  his  valor  and  conduct,  had  wrested  the 
sceptre  of  the  East  from  the  ancient  royal  family  of  Parthia. 
There  still  remained  the  more  difficult  task  of  establishing 

**  Cicero  de  Legibus,  ii  10.  Xerxes,  by  the  advice  of  the  Magi, 
destroyed  the  temples  of  Greece. 

**  Hyde  de  R^.  Persar.  c.  23,  24.  D'Herbelot,  Biblloth^ue 
Orientale,  Zurdusht.     Life  of  Zoroaster  in  torn.  u.  of  the  Zendavesta. 

"  Compare  Moses  of  Chorene,  1.  ii.  c.  74,  with  Ammian.  Marcel- 
tin.  xxiii.  6.    Hereafter  I  shall  make  use  of  these  passages. 

«*  Rabbi  Abraham,  m  the  Tarikh  Schickard,  p.  108,  109. 

**  Basnage,  Histoire  des  Juifis,  1.  viiL  o.  3.  Sozomen,  1.  ii.  c.  1. 
Manes,  who  suffered  an  ignominious  death,  may  be  deemed  a  Magian 
as  well  as  a  Christian  heretic 

^  Hyde  de  Religione  Persar.  c.  21. 


*  It  is  incorrect  to  attribute  these  persecutions  to  Artaxerxes.  The 
Jews  were  held  in  honor  by  Lim,  and  their  schools  flourished  during  his 
reign.  Compare  Jost,  Oeschichte  der  Israeliter,  b.  xv.  5,  with  Basnage. 
Sapor  was  forced  by  the  people  to  temporary  severities ;  but  their  real  per- 
•ecution  did  not  begin  till  the  reigns  of  Yezdigerd  and  Kobad.  Hist,  of 
Jews,  iii.  236.  According  to  Sozomen,  L  viii.,  Sapor  first  persecuted  the 
Christians.  Manes  was  put  to  death  by  Varanes  the  First,  A.  D.  277. 
Beausobre,  Hist,  de  Man.  i.  209.  —  M. 

t  In  the  testament  of  Ardischer  in  Ferdusi,  the  poet  assigns  these  sen- 
timsnts  to  the  dying  king,  as  he  addresses  his  son :  Never  forget  that  as 
A  kine,  you  are  at  once  the  protector  of  religion  and  of  your  country 
Oonsiaer  the  altar  and  the  throne  as  inftepa  able ;  they  must  always  sus*air 
•ach  oilier     Malcolm's  Persia,  i.  74  —  M 
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throughout  the  vast  extent  of  Persia,  a  uniform  and  vigorou& 
administration.  The  weak  indulgence  of  the  Arsacides  had 
resigned  to  their  sons  and  brothers  the  principal  provinces, 
and  the  greatest  offices  of  the  kingdom  in  the  nature  of  hered- 
itary possessions.  The  vitaxiBj  or  eighteen  most  powerful 
satraps,  were  permitted  to  assume  the  regal  title ;  and  the 
vain  pride  of  the  monarch  was  delighted  with  a  nominai 
dominion  over  so  many  vassal  kings.  Even  tribes  of  barba 
nans  in  their  mountains,  and  the  Greek  cities  of  Upper  Asia,^^ 
within  their  walls,  scarcely  acknowledged,  or  seldom  obeyed, 
any  superior ;  and  the  Parthian  empire  exhibited,  under  othe. 
names,  a  lively  image  of  the  feudal  system^  which  has  since 
prevailed  in  Europe.  But  the  active  victor,  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  and  disciplined  army,  visited  in  person  every  prov- 
ince of  Persia.  The  defeat  of  the  boldest  rebels,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  strongest  fortifications,^^  diffiised  the  terroi 
of  his  arms,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  peaceful  reception 
of  his  authority.  An  obstinate  resistance  was  fatal  to  the 
chiefs;  but  their  followers  were  treated  with  lenity.^  A 
cheerful  submission  was  rewarded  with  honors  and  riches 
but  the  prudent  Artaxerxes,  suffering  no  person  except  him* 
self  to  assume  the  title  of  king,  abolished  every  intermediate 
power  between  the  throne  and  the  people.  His  kmgdom, 
nearly  equal  in  extent  to  modern  Persia,  was,  on  every  side, 
bounded  by  the  sea,  or  by  great  rivers ;  by  the  Euphrates, 
the  Tigris,  the  Araxes,  the  Oxus,  and  the  Indus,  by  the  Cas- 
pian Sea,  and  the  Gulf  of  Persia.^     That  country  was  com 

'*  These  colonies  were  extremely  numerous.  Seleucus  Nicator 
founded  thirty-nine  cities,  all  named  from  himself^  or  some  of  hif 
relations,  (see  Appian  in  Syriac.  p.  124.)  The  sera  of  Seleucus  (still 
in  use  among  the  eastern  Christians)  appears  as  late  as  the  year  508, 
of  Christ  196,  on  the  medals  of  the  Greek  cities  within  the  Parthian 
empire.  See  Moyle's  works,  yoL  i.  p.  273,  &c.,  and  M.  Freret,  M6m 
de  TAcademie,  torn.  xix. 

"  The  modem  Persians  distinguish  that  period  as  the  dynasty  oi 
Jie  kings  of  the  nations.    See  Plin.  Hist.  Nat.  vi.  25. 

"  Eutychius  (tom.  L  p.  367,  371,  375)  relates  the  siege  of  the 
island  of  Mesene  in  the  Tigris,  with  some  circumstances  not  unlikt 
the  story  of  Nysus  and  Scylla. 

^  Agathias,  ii.  64,  Tand  iv.  p.  260.^  The  princes  of  Segestan  de- 
tended  their  indepenaence  during  many  years.  As  romances  gen- 
erally transport  to  an  ancient  period  the  events  of  their  cwn  time. 
It  is  not  impossible  that  the  fabulous  exploits  of  Rustan,  Prince  of 
dMj^estan,  many  have  been  grafted  on  this  real  history. 

^  We  can  %3arcely  attribute  to  the  T'ersian  monarchy  the  sea  eo<ur 
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puted  to  contain,  in  the  last  century,  fise^  hundred  and  fifty 
four  cities,  sixty  thousand  villages,  and  about  forty  millions  oi 
3ouls.3^  If  we  compare  the  administration  of  the  house  of 
Sassan  with  that  of  the  housrd  of  Sefi,  the  political  inflnenee 
of  the  Magian  with  that  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  we  shall 
probably  infer,  that  the  kingdom  of  Artaxerxes  contained  at 
least  as  great  a  number  of  cities,  villages,  and  inhabitants. 
But  It  must  likewise  be  confessed,  that  in  every  age  the  want 
of  harbors  on  the  sea-coast,  and  the  scarcity  of  fresh  watei 
in  the  inland  prc%inces,  have  been  very  unfavorable  to  the 
commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  Persians ;  who,  in  the  cal- 
culation of  their  numbers,  seem  to  have  indulged  one  of  the 
meanest,  though  most  common,  artifices  of  national  vanity. 

As  soon  as  the  ambitious  mind  of  Artaxerxes  had  tripmphe^ 
OYer  the  resistance  of  his  vassals,  he  began  to  threaten  the 
neighboring  states,  who,  during  the  long  slumber  of  his  pred- 
ecessors, bad  insulted  Persia  with  impunity.  He  obtained 
some  easy  victories  over  the  wild  Scythians  and  the  effemi- 
nate Indians  ;  but  the  Romans  were  an  enemy,  who,  by  their 
past  injuries  and  present  power,  deserved  the  utmost  efforts 
of  his  arms.  A  forty  years'  tranquillity,  the  fruit  of  valor 
and  moderation,  had  succeeded  the  victories  of  Trajan.  Dur- 
ing the  period  that  elapsed  from  the  accession  of  Marcus  to 
the  reign  of  Alexander,  the  Roman  and  the  Parthian  empires 
were  twice  engaged  in  war  ;  and  although  the  whole  strength 
of  the  Arsacides  contended  with  a  part  only  of  the  forces  of 
Rome,  the  event  was  most  commonly  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
Macrinus,  indeed,  prompted  by  his  precarious  situation  and 
pusillanimous  temper,  purchased  a  peace  at  the  expense  of 


of  Gedrosia  or  Macran,  which  extends  along  the  Indian  Ocean  from 
Cape  Jask  (the  promontory  Capella)  to  Cape  Goadel.  In  the  time 
of  Alexander,  and  probably  many  ages  afterwards,  it  was  thinly  in- 
habited by  a  savage  people  of  lothyophagi,  or  Fishermen,  who  knew 
no  arts,  who  acknowledged  no  master,  and  who  were  divided  by  in- 
hospitable deserts  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  (See  Arrian  de  Reb. 
Indids.)  In  the  twelfth  century,  the  little  town  of  Taiz  (supposed 
by  M.  d' Anville  to  be  the  Teza  of  Ptolemy)  was  peopled  and  enriched 
by  the  resort  of  the  Arabian  merchants.  (See  Geographia  Nubiens, 
p.  68,  and  d'Anville,  Gaogpraphie  Ancienne,  torn.  ii.  p.  288.)  In  the 
uuit  age,  the  whole  country  was  divided  between  tluee  princes,  one 
Mahometan  and  two  Idolaters,  who  maintained  their  independence 
«gainst  tiie  tuecesson  of  Shah  Abbas.  (Voyages  de  TEwemier,  part 
L  L  V.  p.  635.) 
"  Chardin,  torn.  iii.  c.  I.  2.  % 
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oear  two  millions  of  our  money  ^  but  the  generals  of  Mar* 
cus,  tne  emperor  Severus,  and  his  son,  erected  many  trophiei 
in  Armenia,  Mesopotamia,  and  Assyria.  Among  their  ex- 
ploits, the  imperfect  relation  of  which  would  have  unseason- 
ably interrupted  the  more  important  series  of  domestic  revo- 
lutions, we  shall  only  mention  the  repeated  calamities  of  the 
:wo  great  cities  of  Seleucia  and  Ctesiphon. 

Seleucia,  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Tigris,  about  forty- 
live  miles  to  the  north  of  ancient  Babylon,  was  the  capital  of 
the  Macedonian  conquests  in  Upper  Asia.^®  Many  ages  aAei 
the  fall  of  their  empire,  Seleucia  retained  the  genuine  charac- 
ters of  a  Grecian  colony,  arts,  military  virtue,  and  the  love 
of  freedom.  The  independent  republic  was  governed  by  n 
senate  of  three  hundred  nobles ;  the  people  consisted  of  six 
hundred  thousand  citizens ;  the  walls  were  strong,  and  as  long 
as  concord  prevailed  among  the  several  ordera  of  the  state, 
they  viewed  with  contempt  the  power  of  the  Parthian :  bu: 
the  madness  of  faction  was  sometimes  provoked  to  implore 
the  dangerous  aid  of  the  common  enemy,  who  was  posted 
almost  at  the  gates  of  the  colony .3*  The  rarthian  monarchs, 
[ike  the  Mogul  sovereigns  of  Hindostan,  delighted  in  the  pas- 
toral life  of  their  Scythian  ancestors  ;  and  the  Imperial  camp 
was  frequently  pitched  in  the  plain  of  Ctesiphon,  on  the  east 
em  bank  of  the  Tigris,  at  the  distance  of  only  three  miles 
from  Seleucia.^^  The  innumerable  attendants  on  luxury  and 
despotism  resorted  to  the  court,  and  the  little  village  of  Ctesi- 
phon insensibly  swelled  into  a  great  city."*^  Under  the  reign 
of  Marcus,  the  Roman  generals  penetrated  as  far  as  Ctesi- 
phon and  Seleucia.  They  were  received  as  friends  by  the 
Greek  colony ;  they  attacked  as  enemies  the  seat  of  the  Par- 

*^  Dion,  1.  xxviii.  p.  1335. 

*"  Por  the  precise  situation  of  Babylon,  Seleucia,  Ctesiphon,  Mo- 
iain,  and  Bagdad,  cities  often  confounded  with  each  other,  see  aii 
oxcellent  Geographical  Tract  of  M.  d'Anville,  in  M6m.  de  I'Acade- 
mie,  torn.  xxx. 

••  Tacit.  Annal.  xi.  4?.    Plin.  Hist  Nat.  vi.  26. 
'  This  may  be  infRrred    om  Strabo,  1.  xvi.  p.  743. 

*^  That  most  curious  traveller,  Bernier,  who  followed  the  camp  oi 
iLxaengzehe  from  Delhi  to  Cashmir,  describes  -with  great  accuracy  the 
'mmense  moving  city.  The  guard  of  cavalry  consisted  of  35,000  men, 
chat  of  infantry  of  10,000.  It  was  computed  that  the  camp  contained 
160,000  horses,  mules,  and  elephants ;  50,000  camels,  50,000  oxen, 
•tnd  between  300,000  and  400,000  persons.  Almost  all  Delhi  followed 
vhe  court,  whose  magnificence  supported  its  industrv. 

^    13* 
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thian  kings ;  yet  both  cities  experienced  the  Suine  treatment 
The  sack  and  conflagration  of  Seleucia,  with  the  massacre  of 
three  hundred  thousand  of  the  inhabitants,  tarnished  the  glory 
of  the  Roman  triumph.^^  Seleucia,  already  exhausted  by  the 
neighborhood  of  a  too  powerful  rival,  sunk  under  the  fatal 
blow ;  but  Ctesiphon,  n  about  thirty- three  years,  had  suffi- 
ciently recovered  its  strength  to  maintain  an  obstinate  siege 
against  the  emperor  Severus.  The  city  was,  however,  taken 
by  assault ;  the  king,  who  defended  it  in  person,  escaped  with 
precipitation  ;  a  hundred  thousand  captives,  and  a  rich  booty, 
rewarded  the  fatigues  of  the  Roman  soldiers.'*^  Notwith- 
standing these  misfortunes,  Ctesiphon  succeeded  to  Babylon 
and  to  Seleucia,  as  one  of  the  great  capitals  of  the  East.  In 
summer,  the  monarch  of  Persia  enjoyed  at  Ecbatana  the  cool 
breezes  of  the  mountains  of  Media ;  but  the  mildness  of  the 
climate  engaged  him  to  prefer  Ctesiphon  for  his  winter  resi- 
dence. 

From  these  successful  inroads  the  Romans  derived  no  rea 
^r  lasting  benefit ;  nor  did  they  attempt  to  preserve  such  dis- 
tant conquests,  separated  from  the  provinces  of  the  empire  by 
•d  large  tract  of  intermediate  desert.  The  reduction  of  the  king- 
iom  of  Osrhoene  was  an  acquisition  of  less  splendor  indeed,  but 
ot  a  far  more  solid  advantage.  That  little  state  occupied  the 
northern  and  most  fertile  part  of  Mesopotamia,  between  the  Eu- 
phrates and  the  Tigris.  Edessa,  its  capital,  was  situated  about 
twenty  miles  beyond  the  former  of  those  rivers ;  and  the  in- 
habitants, since  the  time  of  Alexander,  were  a  mixed  race  of 
Greeks,  Arabs,  Sjrrians,  and  Armenians.'*^  The  feeble  sove- 
reigns of  Osrhoene,  placed  on  the  dangerous  verge  of  two 
contending  empires,  were  attached  from  inclination  to  the 
Parthian  cause ;  but  the  superior  power  of  Rome  exacted 
from  them  a  reluctant  homage,  which  is  still  attested  by  their 
medals.     Af\er  the  conclusion  of  the  Parthian  war  under  Mar- 

**  Dion,  I.  IxxL  p.  1178.  Hist.  August,  p.  38.  Eutrop.  viii.  10. 
Ijuseb.  in  Chronic  Quadratus  (quoted  in  the  Augustan  History) 
Attempted  to  vindicate  the  Romans  by  alleging  that  the  citiEens  of 
Beleucia  had  first  violated  their  faith. 

^  Dion,  1.  Ixxv.  p.  1263.  Ferodian,  «.  iii  p.  120.  Hist.  August, 
p.  70. 

**  The  pcUshed  citizens  of  Antioch  caUed  those  of  Edessa  mixed 
barbarians.  It  was,  however,  some  praise,  thAt  of  the  three  dialects 
of  the  Syriac,  the  purest  and  most  elegant  (the  Aramsean)  was  spoken 
tt  E'U'^sa.  This  remark  M.  Bayer  (Hist.  Edess.  p.  5)  has  borrowed 
^r'>m  George  of  Malatia.  a  Syrian  writer. 
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eus,  it  was  judged  prudent  tc  secure  some  substantial  pledges 
:>f  their  doubtful  fidelity.  Ports  were  constructed  in  severe) 
parts  of  the  country,  and  a  Roman  garrison  was  fixed  in  the 
itrong  town  of  Nisibis.  During  the  troubles  that  followed  the 
death  of  Commodus,  the  princes  of  Osrhoene  attempted  to  shake 
off  the  yoke  ;  but  the  stem  policy  of  Severus  confirmed  their 
dependence,^^  and  the  perfidy  of  Caracalla  completed  the 
easy  conquest.  Abgarus,  the  last  king  of  Edessa,  was  sent 
in  chains  to  Rome,  his  dominions  reduced  into  a  province, 
and  his  capital  dignified  with  the  rank  of  colony  ;  and  thus 
the  Romans,  about  ten  years  before  the  fall  of  the  Parthian 
monarchy,  obtained  a  firm  and  permanent  establishment  be- 
yond the  Euphrates.^ 

Prudence  as  well  as  glory  might  have  justified  a  war  on 
Jie  side  of  Artaxerxes,  had  his  views  been  confined  to  the 
defence  or  the  acquisition  of  a  useful  frontier      But  the  am- 
bitious Persian  openly  avowed  a  far  more  extensive  design  of 
conquest ;   and  he  thought  himself  able  to  support  his  lofty 
pretensions  by  the  arms  of  reason  as  well  as  by  those  of 
power.     Cyrus,  he  alleged,  had  first  subdued,  and  his  sue 
cessors  had  for  a  long  time  possessed,  the  whole  extent  of 
Asia,  as  far  as  the  Propontis  and  the  ^Egean  Sea;  the  prov 
inces  of  Caria  and  Ionia,  under  their  empire,  had  been  gov 
erned  by  Persian  satraps,  and  all  Egypt,  to  the  confines  of 
^Ethiopia,  had  acknowledged  their  sovereignty.^''^    Their  rights 
had  been  suspended,  but  not  destroyed,  by  a  long  usurpation 
and  as  soon  as  he  received  the  Persian  diadem,  which  birtn 
and  successful  valor  had  placed  upon  his  head,  the  first  great 
duty  of  his  station  called  upon  him  to  restore  the  ancient  limits 
and  splendor  of  the  monarchy.     The  Great  King,  therefore, 
(such  was  the  haughty  style  of  his  embassies  to  the  emperor 
Alexander,)  commanded  the  Romans  instantly  to  depart  from 
all  the  provinces  of  his  ancestors,  and,  yielding  to  the  Per- 


**  Dion,  1.  Ixxv.  p.  1248,  1249,  1260.  M.  Bayer  has  neglected  to 
-.196  this  most  important  passage. 

**  This  kingdom,  from  Osrhoes,  who  gave  a  new  name  to  the  conn- 
uy,  Ut  the  last  Abgarus,  had  lasted  353  years.  See  the  learned  work 
)f  M.  Bayer,  Historia  Osrhoena  et  Edessena. 

*''  Xenophon,  in  the  preface  to  the  C3nrop»dia,  gives  a  clear  anc 
tiagniflcent  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  empire  of  Cyrus.  Herodotua 
iL  ill.  c.  79,  &C:)  enters  into  acurioiii«  %nr<  parti<»ulnr  description  of  vat 
tweni  V  ffroat  ScUraptes  into  which  thfl  Pftrsiar  empire  ^•'ap  di^^dw^  h^ 
l>»nu.>  H  vsta>-(.oK 
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sians  the  empire  of  Asia,  to  content  themselves  \«ith  the 
undisturbed  possession  of  Europe.  This  haughty  mandate 
was  delivered  by  four  hundred  of  the  tallest  and  most  beau- 
tiful of  the  Persians  ;  who,  by  their  fine  horses,  splendid  arms 
and  rich  apparel,  displayed  the  pride  and  greatness  of  theii 
master.^^  Such  an  embassy  was  much  less  an  offer  of  nego- 
tiation than  a  declaration  of  war.  Both  Alexander  Severua 
and  Artaxerxes,  collecting  the  military  force  of  the  Roman 
and  Persian  monarchies,  resolved  in  this  important  contest  t<j 
lead  their  armies  in  person. 

If  we  credit  what  should  seem  the  most  authentic  of  all 
records,  an  oration,  still  extant,  and  delivered  by  the  emperoi 
himself  to  the  senate,  we  must  allow  that  the  victory  of  Alex- 
ander Severus  was  not  inferior  to  any  of  those  formerly  ob- 
tained over  the  Persians  by  the  son  of  Philip.  The  army  of 
the  Great  King  consisted  of  one  hundu.j  and  twenty  thousand 
horse,  clothed  in  complete  armor  of  steel ;  of  seven  hundred 
elephants,  with  towers  filled  with  archers  on  their  backs,  and 
■*f  eighteen  hundred  chariots  armed  with  scythes.  This  for- 
midable host,  the  like  of  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  eastern 
history,  and  has  scarcely  been  imagined  in  eastern  romance,^* 
was  discomfited  in  a  great  battle,  in  which  the  Roman  Alex- 


^  Herodian,  ri.  209,  212. 

*•  There  were  two  hundred  scythed  chariots  at  the  battle  of  Arbelu. 
in  the  host  of  Darius.  In  the  vast  army  of  Tigranes,  which  was  van- 
quished by  Lucullus,  seventeen  thousand  horse  only  were  completely 
armed.  Antiochus  brought  fifty-four  elephants  into  the  field  against 
the  Romans :  by  his  frequent  wars  and  negctiations  with  the  princes 
of  India,  he  had  once  collected  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  those  great 
animals  ;  but  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  most  powerful  mon  • 
arch  of  Hindostan  ever  formed  a  line  of  battle  of  seven  hnndred 
elephants.  Instead  of  three  or  four  thousand  elephants,  which 
the  Great  Mogul  was  supposed  to  possess,  Tavemier  (Voyages,  part 
ii.  1.  i.  p.  198)  discovered,  by  a  more  accurate  inquiry,  that  he  had 
only  five  hundred  for  his  baggage,  and  eighty  or  ninety  for  the  sendee 
of  war.  The  Greeks  have  varied  with  regard  to  the  number  which 
Vorus  brought  into  the  field  ;  but  Quintus  Curtius,  (viii.  13,)  in  this 
instance  judicious  and  moderate,  is  contented  with  eighty-five  ele- 
phants, distinguished  by  their  size  and  strength.  In  Siam,  where 
Chese  animals  are  the  most  numerous  and  the  most  esteemed,  eighteen 
elephants  are  allowed  as  a  sufficient  proportion  for  each  of  the  nine 
brigades  into  which  a  just  army  is  divided.  The  whole  number,  of 
«ne  hundred  and  sixty-two  elephants  of  war,  may  sometimeB  he 
do  blod.    ^ist.  des  Voyages,  Uan.  ix.  p.  260.* 


f  Compare  Oibbon'i  note  10  to  ck.  Irii.  ^  M 
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Ander  approved  himself  an  intrepid  soldier  and  a  skilful  gen« 
eral.  The  Great  King  fled  before  his  valor;  an  immense 
booty,  and  the  conquest  of  Mesopotamia,  were  the  immediate 
fruits  of  this  signal  victory.  Such  are  the  circumstances  of 
this  ostentatious  and  improbable  relation,  dictated,  as  it  toe 
plainly  appears,  by  the  vanity  of  the  monarch,  adorned  by 
the  unblushing  servility  of  his  flatterers,  and  received  without 
contradiction  by  a  distant  and  obsequious  senate.^  Par  from 
being  inclined  to  believe  that  the  arms  of  Alexander  obtained 
any  memorable  advantage  over  the  Persians,  we  are  induced 
to  suspect,  that  all  this  blaze  of  imaginary  glory  was  designed 
to  conceal  some  real  disgrace. 

Our  suspicions  are  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  a  contem- 
porary historian,  who  mentions  the  virtues  of  Alexander  with 
respect,  and  his  fn'ilts  with  candor.  He  describes  the  judi- 
cious plan  which  had  been  formed  for  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
Three  Roman  armies  were  destined  to  invade  Persia  at  the 
same  time,  and  by  different  roads.  But  the  operations  of  the 
campaign,  though  wisely  concerted,  were  not  executed  eithei 
with  ability  or  success.  The  first  of  these  armies,  as  soon 
as  it  had  entered  the  marshy  plains  of  Babylon,  towards  the 
artificial  conflux  of  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris,^^  was  en- 
compassed by  the  superior  numbers,  and  destroyed  by  the 
arrows,  of  the  enemy.  The  alliance  of  Chosroes,  king  of 
Armenia,*®  and  the  long  tract  of  mountainous  country,  in 
which  the  Persian  cavalry  was  of  little  service,  opened  a 
secure  entrance  mto  the  heart  of  Media,  to  the  second  of  the 
Roman  armies.  These  brave  troops  laid  waste  the  adjacent 
provinces,  and  by  several  successful  actions  against  Artaxerxes, 
gave  a  faint  color  to  the  emperor's  vanity.  But  the  retreat  of 
diis  victorious  army  was  imprudent,  or  at  least  unfortu:iate. 
in  repassing  the  mountains,  great  numbers  of  soldiers  perished 


••  HiBt.  August  p.  133.» 

*^  M.  de  TiUesnDnt  has  already  observed,  that  Herodian's  geogra- 
ghy  is  somewhat  confused. 

*"  Moses  of  Chorene  (Hist.  Armen.  L  ii  c.  71)  illustrates  this  inva- 
•ion  of  Media,  by  asserting  that  Chosroes,  king  of  Armenia,  defeated 
Artaxerxes,  and  pursued  him  to  the  confines  of  India.  The  exploiti 
of  Chosroes  have  been  magnified ;  and  he  acted  as  a  dependent  ally 
lO  the  Rr>maii8. 


*  See  M.  Guizot's  note,  page  267.    According  to  the  Persian  authoiitiet 
^)  'leschir  extended  hif  conquests  to  the  Euphrates.    Malcehn,  i.  71.  — 11 
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oy  the  badnts&  of  the  roads,  and  the  severity  of  the  winiei 
season.  It  had  been  resolved,  tiiat  whilst  these  two  great 
detachments  penetrated  into  the  opposite  extremes  of  the 
Persian  dominions,  he  main  body,  under  the  command  of 
Alexander  himself,  should  support  their  attack,  by  invading 
the  centre  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  unexperienced  youtli, 
Influenced  by  his  mother's  counsels,  and  perhaps  by  his  own 
fears,  deserted  the  bravest  troops,  and  the  fairest  prospect  of 
victory  ;  and  afler  consuming  in  Mesopotamia  an  inactive  ana 
mglorious  summer,  he  led  back  to  Antioch  an  army  dimin- 
ished by  sickness,  and  provoked  by  disappointment.  The 
behavior  of  Artaxerxes  had  been  very  different.  Flying  with 
rapidity  from  the  hills  of  Media  to  the  marshes  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, he  had  every  where  opposed  the  invaders  in  person , 
and  in  either  fortune  had  united  with  the  ablest  conduct  the 
most  undaunted  resolution.  But  in  several  obstinate  engage- 
ments against  the  veteran  legions  of  Rome,  the  Persian  mon 
arch  had  lost  the  flower  of  hi?  troops.  Even  his  victories 
bad  weakened  his  power.  The  favorable  opportunities  of  tht 
absence  of  Alexander,  and  of  the  confusions  that  followed 
that  emperor's  death,  presented  themselves  in  vain  to  his  am- 
bition. Instead  of  expelling  the  Romans,  as  he  pretended, 
from  the  continent  of  Asia,  he  found  himself  unable  to  wrest 
from  their  hands  the  little  province  of  Mesopotamia.^^ 

The  reign  of  Artaxerxes,  which  from  the  last  defeat  of  the 
Parthians  lasted  only  fourteen  years,  forms  a  memorable  aera 
in  the  history  of  the  East,  and  even  in  that  of  Rome.  His 
chaiacter  seems  to  have  been  marked  by  those  bold  and  com- 
manding features,  that  generally  distinguish  the  princes  wha 
conquer,  from  those  who  inherit,  an  empire.  Till  the  last 
period  of  the  Persian  monarchy,  his  code  of  laws  was  re- 
spected as  the  groundwork  of  their  civil  and  religious 
policy.^  Several  of  his  sayings  are  preserved.  One  of 
them  in  particular  discovers  a  deep  insight  into  the  constitu- 
tion of  government.  "  The  authority  of  the  prince,"  said 
Artaxei  ces,  ^^  must  be  defended  by  a  military  force  ;  that 
force  can  only   be  maintained  by  taxes ;  all  taxes  must,  at 

**  For  the  account  of  this  war,  see  Herodian,  L  vi.  p.  209,  212. 
llie  old  abbroviators  and  modern  compilers  have  blindly  followed  th« 
A.ugastan  History. 

**  Eutychius,  torn.  11.  p.  180,  vers.  Pocock.  The  great  Chosvoef 
Nouflhlrwan  sent  the  code  of  Artaxerxes  to  all  his  satraps^  as  t>' 
.nyariabl<>  mle  of  their  co  iduct. 


OF    THE    ROM\N    KMPISK.  24*7 

jddt,  fall  upon  agriculture  ;  and  agriculture  can  never  flourish 
ftxccDt  under  the  protection  of  justice  and  moderaticn.''  *^ 
Axtaxerxes  bequeathed  his  new  empire,  and  his  ambitious  de- 
signs against  the  Romans,  to  Sapor^  a  son  not  unworthy  of 
his  great  father  ;  but  those  designs  were  too  extensive  for  the 
power  of  Persia,  and  served  only  to  involve  both  nations  in  a 
long  series  of  destructive  wars  and  reciprocal  calamities. 

The  Persians,  long  since  civilized  and  corrupted,  were  very 
far  from  possessing  the  martial  independence,  and  the  intrep- 
id hardiness,  both  of  mind  and  body,  which  have  rendered 
the  northern  barbarians  masters  of  the  world.  The  science 
of  war,  that  constituted  the  more  rational  force  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  as  it  now  does  of  Europe,  never  made  any  con- 
siderable progress  in  the  East.  Those  disciplined  evolutions 
which  harmonize  and  animate  a  confused  multitude,  were 
unknown  to  the  Persians.  They  were  equally  unskilled  in 
the  arts  of  constructing,  besieging,  or  defending  regular  forti> 
fications.  They  trusted  more  to  their  numbers  than  to  their 
courage ;  more  to  their  courage  than  to  their  discipline.  The 
infantry  was  a  half-armed,  spiritless  crowd  of  peasants,  lev- 
ied in  haste  '  by  the  alluremenis  of  plunder,  and  as  easily 
dispersed  by  a  victory  as  by  a  defeat.  The  monarch  and  his 
nobles  transported  into  the  camp  the  pride  and  luxury  of  the 
seraglio.  Their  military  operations  were  impeded  by  a  use- 
ess  train  of  women,  eunuchs,  horses,  and  camels ;  and  in 
the  midst  of  a  successful  campaign,  the  Persian  host  was 
often  separated  or  destroyed  by  an  unexpected  famine.^ 

But  the  nobles  of  Persia,  in  the  bosom  of  luxury  and  des- 
potism, preserved  a  strong  sense  of  personal  gallantry  and 
national  honor.  From  the  age  of  seven  years  they  were 
taught  to  speak  truth,  to  shoot  with  the  bow,  and  to  ride ;  and 
it  was  universally  confessed,  that  in  the  two  last  of  these  arts, 
they  had  made  a  more  than  common  proficiency.^"'  The 
most  distinguished  youth  were  educated  under  the  monarches 


^  D'Herbelot,  Biblioth^que  Orientale,  au  mot  ArdsMr*  We  ma} 
observe,  that  after  an  ancient  period  of  fieibles,  and  a  long  interval  of 
darkness,  the  modem  histories  of  Persia  begin  to  assume  an  air  of 
truth  with  the  dynasty  of  Sassanides.  [Compare  Malcolm,  i.  79.  —  M.] 

^  Herodian,  1.  vi.  p.  214.  Ammianus  MarcelUnus,  1.  xxiiL  c.  6. 
Some  differences  may  be  observed  between  the  two  historians,  the 
natural  effects  of  the  changes  produced  by  a  century  and  a  hall 

^^  The  Persians  are  stil'  the  most  skilful  hozsemen.  and  tl  eir  hcrsei 
the  finest,  in  the  East 
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dye,  practised  their  exercises  in  the  gate  of  his  palace,  and 
were  severely  trained  up  to  the  habits  of  temperance  and 
obedience,  in  their  long  and  laborious  parties  of  hunting.  In 
every  province,  the  satrap  maintained  a  like  school  of  militar}' 
virtue.  The  Persian  nobles  (so  natural  is  the  idea  of  feuiial 
tenures)  received  from  the  king's  bounty  lands  and  houses,  on 
the  condition  of  their  service  in  war.  They  were  ready  on 
the  first  summons  to  mount  on  horseback,  with  a  martial  and 
splendid  train  of  followers,  and  to  join  the  numerous  bodies 
of  guards,  who  were  carefully  selected  from  among  the  most 
robust  slaves,  and  the  bravest  adventurers  of  Asia.  These 
armies,  both  of  light  ana  of  heavy  cavalry,  equally  formidable 
by  the  impetuosity  of  their  charge  and  the  rapidity  of  theii 
motions,  threatened,  as  an  impending  cloud,  the  eastern  prov- 
inces of  the  declining  empire  of  Rome.^ 


**  From  HerodotiiA,  Xenophon,  Herodian,  Ammianus,  Chardin, 
ke.,  I  have  extracted  such  probable  accounts  of  the  Persian  nobility 
a  seem  either  common  to  erery  age,  or  particular  to  t^at  of  :k« 
^easaniies. 


CHAPTER   IX. 

rVt   STATX   OF   OBXMANT   TILL   THB    INVASIOA    OF  TEB   UAMB* 
RIAH8   IN   TBI   TIME   OP   THB   BMPBBOB   DBOIVS. 

Thb  ffoTernmeat  and  religion  of  Persia  have  deserred  iome 
aotice,  from  their  connection  with  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
Roman  empire.  We  shall  occasionally  mention  the  Scythiao 
or  Sarmatian  tribes,*  which,  with  their  arms  and  horses,  theii 
flocks  and  herds,  their  wives  and  families,  wandered  over  the 
immense  plains  which  spread  themselves  from  the  Caspian 
Sea  to  the  Vistula,  from  the  confines  of  Persia  to  those  of 
Grermany.  But  the  warlike  Germans,  who  first  resisted,  then 
invaded,  and  at  length  overturned  the  Western  monarchy  of 


*  The  Seythians,  eren  according  to  the  ancients,  are  not  SamatianB. 

Ilt  maybe  doubted  whether  GKbbon  intended  to  confound  them.-— M.] 
"he  Greeks,  after  having  divided  the  world  into  Greeks  and  barbarians, 
divided  the  barbarians  into  four  Rreat  classes,  the  Celts,  the  Scythians,  the 
Indians,  and  the  Bthiopians.  They  called  Celts  all  the  inhabitants  of 
GaoL  Seythia  extended  from  the  Baltic  Sea  to  the  Lake  Aral :  the  people 
enclosed  in  the  an^le  to  the  north-east,  between  Celtdca  and  Seythia,  were 
called  Celto-Scythums,  and  the  Sarmatians  were  placed  in  the  southern 
part  of  that  angle.  But  these  names  of  Celts,  of  Scythians,  of  Celto- 
Scythians,  and  Sarmatians,  were  invented,  says  SchlOzer,  by  the  profound 
cosmogpraphical  ignorance  of  the  Greeks,  and  have  no  real  ground ;  they 
are  purely  geographical  divisions,  without  any  relation  to  the  trut  afilia- 
tion  of  tne  different  races.  Thus  all  the  inhabitants  of  Gaul  are  called 
Celts  by  most  of  the  ancient  writers ;  yet  Gaul  contained  three  totally  dis- 
tinct nations,  the  Belgie,  the  Aquitani,  and  the  Gauls,  properly  so  called 
Hi  omnes  linguiL  institutis,  eeibusque  inter  se  differunt.  Uesar^  Com.  e 
t.  It  is  thus  the  Turks  call  an  Europeans  Franks.  SchlOzer,  Allgemeine 
Nordische  Geschichte,  p.  289.  1771*  Bayer  (de  Origine  et  priscis  Sedibus 
Scytharum,  in  Opusc.  p.  64)  says,  Primus  eorum,  de  ouibus  consta 
Bphorus,  in  quarto  historiarum  libro,  orbem  terrarum  inter  Scythas,  Indos, 
^thiopas  et  Celtas  divisit.  Fragmentum  ejus  loci  Cosmas  Indicopleustes 
in  topographia  Christian^,  f.  148,  conservavit.  Video  igitur  Bphorum,  cum 
locorum  positus  per  carta  capita  distribuere  et  explicare  constitueret, 
insigniorum  nomina  gentium  vastioribus  spatiis  admbuisse,  nulla  mala 
fra^uie  at  tucceaau  infeltci.  Nam  Ephoro  ouoquomodo  dicta  pro  ezploratii 
habebant  Greci  plerique  et  Romani :  ita  gliscebat  error  posteritate.  Igitui 
tot  tamque  diversse  stirpis  gentes  non  modo  intra  communem  quandam 
regionem  definite,  unum  omnes  Scjtharum  nomen  his  auctoribus  subierunt, 
•ed  etiam  ab  ilia  regionU  adpellatione  in  eandem  naUonem  sunt  conflate. 
Sic  Cimmeriorum  res  cum  Scythicis,  Scytharum  cum  Sarmaticis,  Bossids 
Honnicit,  Tataricis  comraiscentur.  —  G. 
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Rome,  will  occupy  a  much  more  important  place  in  this  hii» 
tory,  and  possess  a  stronger,  and,  if  we  may  use  the  expres- 
sion, a  more  domestic,  3laim  to  our  attention  and  regard.  Th<9 
most  civilized  nations  of  modem  Europe  issued  from  the 
woods  of  Germany ;  and  in  the  rude  institutions  of  those 
barbarians  we  may  still  distinguish  the  original  principles  of 
3ur  present  laws  and  manners.  In  their  primitive  state  of 
"Simplicity  and  Independence,  the  Grermans  were  surveyed  bj 
the  discerning  eye,  and  delineated  by  the  masterly  pencil,  of 
Tacitus,*  the  first  of  historians  who  applied  the  science  of 
philosophy  to  the  study  of  facts.  The  expressive  conciseness 
of  his  descriptions  has  served  to  exercise  the  diligence  of  in- 
numerable antiquarians,  and  to  excite  the  genius  and  pene- 
tration of  the  philosophic  historians  of  our  own  times.  The 
subject,  however  various  and  important,  has  already  been  so 
frequently,  so  ably,  and  so  successfully  discussed,  that  it  is 
now  grown  familiar  to  the  reader,  and  difficult  to  tfie  writer 
We  shall  therefore  content  ourselves  with  observing,  and 
indeed  with  repeating,  some  of  the  most  important  circum- 
stances of  climate,  of  manners,  and  of  institutions,  which 
rendered  the  wild  barbarians  of  Germany  such  formidable 
enemies  to  the  Roman  power. 

Ancient  Germany,  excluding  from  its  independent  limits 
the  province  westward  of  the  Rhine,  which  had  submitted  to 
the  Roman  yoke,  extended  itself  over  a  third  part  of  Europe.f 


*  The  Germania  of  Tacitus  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  hypothesis  to 
the  ingenuity  of  modem  writers,  who  have  endeavored  to  account  for  the 
form  of  the  work  and  the  views  of  the  author.  According  to  Luden, 
(Oeschichte  des  T.  Y.  i.  432,  and  note,)  it  contains  the  unfinished  and  dis- 
arranged collectanea  for  a  larger  work.  An  anonymous  writer,  supposed 
by  Luden  to  be  M.  Becker,  conceives  that  it  was  intended  as  an  episode  in 
his  larger  history.  According  to  M.  Guizot,  *'  Tacite  a  peint  les  (iermains 
eomme  Montaigne  et  Rousseau  les  sauvages,  dans  un  acces  d'humeur  con- 
tresapatrie:  son  livre  est  une  satire  des  mceurs  Bomaines,  T^loquente 
boutade  d'  unpatriote  philosophe  qui  veut  voir  la  vertu  U,  oii  il  ne  rencontre 
pas  la  moUesse  honteuse  et  la  d^ravation  savante  d'une  vielle  soci^te  ' 
Hist,  de  la  Civilisation  Modeme,  i.  258.  —  M. 

f  Germany  was  not  of  such  vast  extent.  It  is  from  Cesar,  and  more 
particularly  from  Ptolemy,  (says  Gatterer,)  that  we  can  know  what  was  the 
•late  of  ancient  Germany  before  the  wars  with  the  Romans  had  changed 
the  positions  of  the  tribes.  Germany,  as  changed  by  these  wars,  has  been 
described  by  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Tacitus.  Germany,  properly  so  called, 
was  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Rhine,  on  the  east  by  the  Vistula,  on  the 
aorth  by  ^e  southern  pomt  of  Norway,  by  Sweden,  and  Esthonia.  On 
the  south,  the  Ma  ne  and  the  mountains  to  the  north  of  Bohemia  fonne(^ 
the  limits.  Befoie  the  time  of  Cesar,  the  country  between  the  Maine  and 
the  Danube  was  purtly  occupied  by  the  Helvetians  and  other  Gauls,  parti} 
by  the  Hercyniac  :orett;  but,  from  the  time  of  C»sar  to  the  great  migr:) 
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Ajmost  the  whole  of  modern  Germany,  Denmark  Norway. 
Sweden,  Finland,  Livonia,  Prussia,  and  the  greater  part  of 
Poland,  were  peopled   by  the  various   tribes  of  one   great 


Kon,  thefe  boundaries  were  advanced  as  fkr  as  the  Danube,  or.  what  is  tht 
lame  thing,  to  the  Suabian  Alps,  although  the  Uercynian  forest  still  oecu 
pied,  from  north  to  south,  a  space  of  nine  days'  journey  on  both  banks  of  th« 
Danube.  '*Gatterer,  Versuch  einer  all-gemeinen  Welt-Geschichte,"  p. 
424,  edit,  de  1792.  This  vast  country  was  far  from  being  inhabited  by  a 
lingle  nation  divided  into  different  tribes  of  the  same  origin.  We  may 
reckon  three  principal  races,  very  distinct  in  their  langusge,  their  origin, 
and  their  customs.  1.  To  the  east,  the  Slaves  or  Vandals.  2.  To  the 
west,  the  Cimmerians  or  Cimbri.  3.  Between  the  Slaves  and  Cimbrians, 
the  Germans,  properly  so  called,  the  Suevi  of  Tacitus.  The  South  was 
inhabited,  before  J  ulius  Ciesar,  by  nations  of  Gaulish  origin,  afterwards  by 
the  Suevi.  —  G.  On  the  position  of  these  nations,  the  German  antiquaries 
differ.  I.  The  Slaves,  or  Sclavonians,  or  Wendish  tribes,  according  to 
SchlOzer,  were  originally  settled  in  parts  of  Germany  unknown  to  the 
Romans,  Mecklenburgh,  Pomerania,  Brandenburgh,  Upper  Saxony,  and 
Lusatia.  According  to  Gatterer,  they  remained  to  the  east  of  the  Theiss, 
the  Niemen,  and  the  Vistula,  till  the  third  century.  The  Slaves,  accord- 
ing to  Procopius  and  Jornandes,  formed  tliree  great  divisions.  1.  The 
Venedi  or  Vandals,  who  took  the  latter  name,  (the  Wenden,)  having 
expelled  the  Vandals,  properly  so  called,  (a  Suevian  race,  the  conquerors 
of  Africa,)  from  the  country  between  the  Memel  and  the  Vistula.  2.  The 
Antes,  who  inhabited  between  the  Dneister  and  the  Dnieper.  3.  The  Scla- 
vonians, properly  so  called,  in  the  north  of  Dacia.  During  the  sreat 
migration,  these  races  advanced  into  Germany  as  far  as  the  Saal  ana  the 
Blbe.  The  Sclavonian  language  is  the  stem  from  which  have  issued  the 
Russian,  the  Polish,  the  Bohemian,  and  the  dialects  of  Lusatia,  of  some 
parts  of  the  duchy  of  Luneburgh,  of  Carniola,  Carinthia,  and  Styria^ 
lie. ;  those  of  Croatia,  Bosnia,  and  Bulgaria.  SchlOzer,  Nordische  Ge- 
schichte,  p.  323,  335.  II.  The  Cimbric  race.  Adelung  calls  by  this  name 
all  who  were  not  Suevi.  This  race  had  passed  the  Rmne,  before  the  time 
of  CiBsar  occupied  Belgium,  and  are  the  Belgae  of  Caesar  and  Pliny.  The 
Cimbrians  also  occupied  the  Isle  of  Jutland.  The  Cymri  of  Wales  and  of 
Britain  are  of  this  race.  Many  tribes  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  the 
Guthini  in  Jutland,  the  Usipeti  in  Westphalia,  the  Sigambri  in  the  duchy 
of  Berg,  were  German  Cimbrians.  III.  The  Suevi,  known  in  very  early 
times  bv  the  Romans,  for  they  are  mentioned  by  L.  Corn.  Sisenna,  who 
lived  123  years  before  Christ,  (Nonius  v.  Lancea.)  This  race,  the  real  Ger- 
mans, extended  to  the  Vistula,  and  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Hercynian 
forest.  The  name  of  Suevi  was  sometimes  confined  to  a  single  tribe,  as  by 
Cssar  to  the  Catti.  The  name  of  the  Suevi  has  been  preserved  in 
Suabia. 

These  three  were  the  principal  races  which  inhabited  Germany ;  they 
moved  from  east  to  west,  and  are  the  parent  stem  of  the  modern  natives. 
But  northern  Europe,  according  to  SchlOzer,  was  not  peopled  by  them 
alone ;  other  races,  of  different  origin,  and  speaking  different  languages, 
^ave  inhabited  and  left  descendants  in  these  countries. 

The  German  tribes  called  themselves,  from  ver^  remote  times,  by  the 
generic  name  of  Teutons,  fTeuten,  Deutschen,)  i»hich  Taeitus  derives  from 
that  of  one  of  their  gods,  Tuisco.  It  appears  more  probable  that  it  means 
merely  men,  |ieople.  Many  savage  nations  have  given  themselves  no  other 
name.  Thus  the  Laplanders  call  themselves  Ahnag,  people ;  the  Samoi- 
edes  Nilletz,  Nissetsch,  men,  ^c  As  to  the  name  of  Germans,  (Gtermani,) 
fcsar  found  it  in  use  in  Gaul,  and  adopted  it  as  a  word  already  known  tc 
t&e  Romans.    M^nv  nf  the  ieamea  (from  a  passage  ot  Tacitus,  de  Mor 
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nation,  whose  complexion,  manners,  and  language  demoted  a 
common  origin,  and  preserved  a  striking  resemblance.  On 
the  west,  ancient  Germany  was  divided  by  the  Rhine  firvHn 
the  Gallic,  and  on  the  south,  by  the  Danube,  from  the  lUyrian, 
provinces  of  the  empire.  A  ridge  of  hills,  rising  from  the 
Danube,  and  called  the  Carpathian  Mountains,  covered  Ger 
many  on  the  side  of  Dacia  or  Hungary.  The  eastern  frontier 
was  faintly  marked  by  the  mutual  fears  of  the  Germans  and 
the  Sarmatians,  and  was  often  confounded  by  the  mixture  of 
warring  and  confederating  tribes  of  the  two  nations.  In  the 
remote  darkness  of  the  north,  the  ancients  imperfectly  descried 
a  frozen  ocean  that  lay  beyond  the  Baltic  Sea,  and  beyond 
the  Peninsula,  or  islands  ^  of  Scandinavia. 

Some  ingenious  writers^  have  suspected  that  Europe  was 
miTch  colder  formerly  than  it  is  at  present;  and  the  most 
ancient  descriptions  of  the  climate  of  Germany  tend  exceed- 
ingly to  confirm  their  theory.  The  general  complaints  of 
/ntense  frost  and  eternal  winter,  are  perhaps  little  to  be  re- 
garded, since  we  have  no  method  of  reducmg  to  the  accurate 
standard  of  the  thermometer,  the  feelings,  or  the  expressions, 
of  an  orator  born  in  the  liappier  regions  of  Greece  or  Asia. 
But  I  shall  select  two  remarkable  circumstances  of  a  lesM 
equivocal  nature.      1.  The  great  rivers  which  covered   the 

*  The  modem  philosophers  of  Sweden  seem  agreed  that  the  waten 
of  the  Baltic  gradually  sink  in  a  regular  proportion,  which  they  have 
ventured  to  estimate  at  half  an  inch  every  year.  Twenty  oenturies 
ago  the  flat  country  of  Scandinavia  must  have  been  covered  by  the 
sea ;  while  the  high  lands  rose  above  the  waters,  as  so  many  islands 
of  various  forms  and  dimensions.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  notion  given 
us  by  Mela,  Pliny,  and  Tacitus,  of  the  vast  countries  round  the  Baltic. 
See  in  the  Biblioth^que  Raisonn^e,  torn.  xl.  and  xlv.  a  large  abstract 
of  Dalin's  History  of  Sweden,  composed  in  the  Swedish  language.* 

'  In  particular,  Mr.  Hume,  the  Abb6  du  Bos,  and  M.  PeUoutier, 
Hist,  des  Celtes,  tom.  i. 

Germ.  c.  2)  have  supposed  that  it  was  only  applied  to  the  Teutons  after 
Caesar's  time ;  but  Adelung  has  triumphantl;^  refuted  this  op'jiion.  lli« 
name  of  Germans  is  found  in  the  Fasti  Capitolini.  See  Gruter,  Inscrip. 
2899,  in  which  the  consul  MarceUus,  in  the  year  of  Rome  531,  is  said  to 
have  defeated  the  Gauls,  the  Insubrians,  and  the  Germans,  commanded  hj 
Virdomai.  See  Adelung,  Aelt.  Geschichte  der  Deutsch,  p.  102. — Com 
pressed  from  Ol 

•  Modirfn  geologists  have  rejected  this  theory  of  the  depression  of  the 
Baltic,  as  inconsistent  with  recent  observation.    The  consiaerable  changei 
wtiich  have  taken  place  on  its  shores,  Mr.  Lyell,  from  actual  observatiov 
aow  decidedly  attribute*  to  the  regular  and  uniform  elevation  of  the  land 
-^Lyell's  Geology,  b.  ii  c.  17.  —  M. 
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Aonan  provinces,  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube,  were  frequently 
fipcnen  over,  and  capable  of  supporting  the  moat  enormout 
weig^is.  The  barbarians,  who  often  chose  that  severe  season 
lor  their  inroads,  transported,  without  apprehension  or  danger, 
their  numerous  armies,  their  cavalry,  and  their  heavy  wagons, 
over  a  vast  and  solid  bridge  of  ice.'  Modem  ages  have  not 
presented  an  instance  of  a  like  phenomenon  2.  The  rein- 
deer, that  useful  animal,  from  whom  the  savage  of  the  North 
derives  the  best  comforts  of  his  dreary  life,  is  of  a  constitution 
that  supports,  and  even  requires,  the  most  intense  cold.  He 
IS  found  on  the  rock  of  Spitzberg,  within  ten  degrees  of  the 
Pole ;  he  seems  to  delight  in  the  snows  of  Lapland  and  Siberia : 
but  at  present  he  cannot  subsist,  much  less  multiply,  in  any 
country  to  the  south  of  the  Baltic*  In  the  time  of  Caesar  the 
reindeer,  as  well  as  the  elk  and  the  wild  bull,  was  a  native 
i>f  the  Hercynian  forest,  which  then  overshadowed  a  great 
^rt  of  Grermany  and  Poland.^    The  modern  improvements 

3  DiodoruB  Siculus,  L  v.  p.  340,  edit.  WeanL  Herodlan,  L  vi 
p.  221.  Jomandea,  c  56,  On  the  bankn  of  the  Danube,  the  wine^ 
when  brought  to  table,  was  frequently  frozen  into  great  himpst  frttsta 
vini,  Ovid.  Epist.  ex  Ponto,  1.  iv.  7,  9,  10.  Virgil.  Georgic.  1.  ia. 
365.  The  fact  is  confirmed  by  a  soldier  and  a  philosopher,  who  had 
expflrimoed  the  intense  cold  of  Thrace.  See  Xeaophon,  a^»>1i««u^  l 
viL  p.  660,  edit.  Hutchinson.* 

^  JBuifon,  IBstoire  Naturelle,  torn.  xiL  p.  79,  116. 

*  Ctesar  de  BelL  GalUc.  vi.  23,  &c.  The  most  inquisitive  of  the 
Qermans  w&ce  ignorant  of  its  utmost  limits,  although  some  of  them 
Had  travelled  in  it  more  than  sixty  days'  joumey.f 


*  The  Danube  is  constantly  frosen  over.  At  Pesth  the  bridge  is  ttsaaUj 
taken  up,  and  the  traffic  and  communication  between  the  two  banks  carried 
on  over  the  ice.  The  Rhine  is  likewise  in  many  parts  passable  at  least  two 
years  out  of  five.  Winter  campaigns  are  so  unusual,  in  modem  warfare^ 
that  I  recollect  but  one  instance  of  an  army  crossing  either  river  on  the 
vce.  In  the  thirty  years'  war,  (1635.)  Jan  van  Werth,  an  Imperialist  par 
dsan,  crossed  the  Khine  from  Heidelberg  on  the  ice  with  5000  men,  and 
surprised  Spiers.  Pichegru's  memorable  campaign,  (1794-6,)  when  the 
freezing  of  the  Meuse  and  Waal  opened  Holland  to  his  conquests,  and  his 
cavalry  and  artillery  attacked  the  ships  frozen  in,  on  the  Zuyder  Zee.  was 
in  a  wmter  of  unprecedented  severity.  —  M.  1845. 

t  The  passage  of  Cssar,  "parvis  renonum  tegumentis  utuntur,*^  is 
3bscure,  observes  Luden,  (Geschichte  des  Teutschen  Volkes,])  and  insuffi- 
dent  to  prove  the  reindeer  to  have  existed  in  Germany.  It  is  supported, 
aowever,  by  a  fragment  of  Sallust.  Germani  5ntectum  rhenonibus  corpus 
^egunt  —  M.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  Cnsar  (as  old  Gesnex 
Rippobed)  meant  the  reindeer  in  the  following  description.  Est  bos  cervi 
igwA  CQJvM  a  media  fronte  inter  aures  unum  comu  existit,  exoelsiuf 
aiagisque  directum  (divaricatimi,  qu.  ?)  his  quae  nobis  nota  sunt  comibus 
ib  ejus  summo,  sicu  palmae,  ramiquam  late  diffundpiitur.  Bell.  Ghdlic 
•i  M.— M.1W5. 
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sufficiently  explain  the  causes  of  the  diminution  of  the  cold 
These  immense  woods  have  been  gradually  cleared ,  which 
intercepted  from  the  earth  the  rays  of  the  sun.^  The  morasses 
have  been  drained,  and,  in  proportion  as  the  soil  has  been 
cultivated,  the  air  has  become  more  temperate.  Canada,  at 
this  day,  is  an  exact  picture  of  ancient  Germany.  Although 
situated  in  the  same  parallel  with  the  finest  provinces  of  France* 
and  England,  that  country  experiences  the  most  rigorous  cold. 
The  reindeer  are  very  numerous,  the  ground  is  covered  with 
deep  and  lasting  snow,  and  the  great  river  of  St.  Lawrence  is 
regularly  frozen,  in  a  season  when  the  waters  of  the  Seine 
and  the  Thames  are  usually  free  from  ice."^ 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  and  easy  to  exaggerate,  the  influ 
ence  of  the  climate  of  ancient  Germany  over  the  minds  and 
bodies  of  the  natives.  Many  writers  have  supposed,  and  most 
have  allowed,  though,  as  it  should  seem,  without  any  adequate 
proof,  that  the  rigorous  cold  of  the  North  was  favorable  to 
long  life  and  generative  vigor,  that  the  women  were  more 
fruitful,  and  the  human  species  more  prolific,  than  in  warmer 
or  more  temperate  climates.®  We  may  assert,  with  greater 
confidence,  that  the  keen  air  of  Germany  formed  the  large 
and  masculine  limbs  of  the  natives,  who  were,  in  general,  of 
a  more  loffcy  stature  than  the  people  of  the  South ,^  gave  them 
a  kind  of  strength  better  adapted  to  violent  exertions  than  to 
patient  labor,  and  inspired  them  with  constitutional  bravery, 
which  is  the  result  of  nerves  and  spirits.  The  severity  of  a 
winter  campaign,  that  chilled  the  courage  of  the  Roman  troops, 
was  scarcely  felt  by  these  hardy  children  of  the  North,i®  who, 
in  their  turn,  were  unable  to  resist  the  summer  heats,  and 
dissolved  away  in  languor  and  sickness  under  the  beams  of  an 
Italian  sun.^^ 

*  Cluyerius  (Germania  Antiqua,  1.  iii.  c.  47)  investigatefl  the  smaL' 
nd  scattered  remains  of  tHe  Hercynian  wood. 

"*  Charlevoix,  Histoire  du  Canada. 

*  Olaus  Rudbeck  asserts  that  the  Swedish  women  often  bear  ten  or 
■welve  children,  and  not  uncommonly  twenty  or  thirty;  but  th( 
lathority  of  Kudbeck  is  much  to  be  suspected. 

*  In  hos  artus,  in  hsec  corporu,  qus  miraniur,  excrescuni.  Tacit 
G^ennania,  3,  20.    Cluver.  1.  i.  c.  14. 

^  Plutarch,  in  Mario.  The  Cimbri,  by  way  of  amusement,  oftei 
•hd  down  moimtains  of  snow  on  theb  broad  shields. 

"  The  Romans  maae  war  in  all  climates,  and  by  their  excellent 
discipline  were  in  a  great  measure  preserved  in  health  and  viffor.  l! 
siay  be  renarked,  thjit  man  is  the  only  animal  which  can  ure  rjir' 
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There  ia  not  any  where  upon  the  globe  a  large  tract  of 
country,  which  we  havf  discovered  destitute  of  inhabitants 
h:  whose  first  population  can  be  fixed  with  any  degree  of  his- 
torical certainty.  And  yet,  as  the  most  philosophic  minds 
ran  seldom  refrain  froci  investigating  the  infancy  of  great 
nations,  our  curiosity  co  isumes  itself  in  toilsome  and  disap- 
pointed efic'rts.  When  Tacitus  considered  the  purity  of  the 
Grerman  blood,  and  the  forbidding  aspect  of  the  country,  he 
was  disposed  to  pronounce  those  barbarians  Indigena^  or 
natives  of  the  soil.  We  may  allow  with  safety,  and  perhaps 
with  truth,  that  ancient  Grermany  was  not  originally  peopled 
by  any  foreign  colonies  already  formed  into  a  political  soci- 
ety ;  ^^  but  that  the  name  and  nation  received  their  existence 
from  the  gradual  union  of  some  wandering  savages  of  the 
Hercynian  woods.  To  assert  those  savages  to  have  been  the 
spontaneous  production  of  the  earth  which  they  inhabited 
would  be  a  rash  inference,  condemned  by  religion,  and  un- 
warranted by  reason. 

Such  rational  doubt  is  but  ill  suited  with  the  genius  of  pop- 
ular vanity.  Among  the  nations  who  have  adopted  the  Mo- 
saic history  of  the  world,  the  ark  of  Noah  has  been  of  the 
same  use,  as  was  formerly  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  the 
<iege  of  Troy.  On  a  narrow  basis  of  acknowledged  truth, 
an  immense  but  rude  superstructure  of  fable  has  been  erected  ; 


multiply  in  every  country  firom  the  equator  to  the  poles.    The  hog 
seems  to  approach  the  nearest  to  our  species  in  that  privilege. 

^'  Facit.  Germ.  c.  3.  The  emigration  of  the  Gauls  followed  th« 
course  of  the  Dani/be,  and  discharged  itself  on  Greece  and  Asia. 
Tacitus  could  discover  only  one  inconsiderable  tribe  that  retained  any 
traces  of  a  GaUic  origin.* 


*  The  Gothiiii,  who  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  Gothi,  a  tSuevian 
tiibe.  In  the  time  of  Cesar  many  other  tribes  of  Gaulish  origin  dwelt 
ilomt  the  course  of  the  Danube,  who  could  not  long  resist  the  attacks  of 
the  Suevi.  The  Helvetians,  who  dwelt  on  the  borders  of  the  Black  Forest, 
between  the  Maine  and  the  Danube,  had  been  expelled  long  before  tha 
time  of  Cssar.  He  mentions  also  the  Yolci  Tectosagi,  who  came  from 
Languedoc,  and  settled  round  the  Black  Forest.  The  Boii,  who  had  pen- 
etrated into  that  forest,  and  also  have  left  traces  of  their  name  in  Bohemia, 
were  subdued  in  the  first  century  by  the  Marcomanni.  The  Boii  settled  io 
Noricudi,  were  mingled  afterwards  with  the  Lombards,  and  received  thf 
aame  of  Boio  Arii  (Bavaria)  it  Boiovarii:  var,  in  some  German  dialects 
appearing  to  mean  remains,  tf  ascendants.  Compare  Malte  Brun,  Ge\j(rt 
&hy,  vol.  i.  p.  41),  edit.  1832.  -M 
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und  tne  wiiu  Imlunan,^^  aa  well  as  the  wild  Tartar, ^^  could 
point  out  the  individual  son  of  Japhet,  from  whose  loins  his 
Ancestors  were  lineally  deseended.  The  last  century  abound- 
ed with  antiquarians  of  profound  learning  and  easy  faith 
who,  by  the  dim  light  of  legends  and  traditions,  of  conjec- 
tures and  etymologies,  conducted  the  great  grandchildren 
of  Noah  from  the  Tower  of  Babel  to  the  extremities  of  thf 
globe.  Of  these  judicious  critics,  one  of  the  most  enter* 
taining  was  Oaus  Rudbeck,  professor  in  the  university  of 
UpsaL^*  Whatever  is  celebrated  either  in  history  or  fable, 
this  zealous  patriot  ascribes  to  his  country.  From  Sweden 
which  formed  so  considerable  a  part  of  ancient  Germany) 
the  Greeks  themselves  derived  their  alphabetical  charac- 
ters, their  astronomy,  and  their  religion.  Of  that  deiightfu) 
region  (for  such  it  appeared  to  the  eyes  of  a  native)  the  At- 
lantis of  Plato,  the  country  of  the  Hyperboreans,  the  gardem 
of  the  Hesperides,  the  Fortunate  Islands,  and  even  the 
Elysian  Fields,  were  all  but  faint  and  imperfect  transcripts 
A  clime  so  profusely  favored  by  Nature  could  not  long  re- 
main desert  afler  the  flood.  The  learned  Rudbeck  allows  the 
family  of  Noah  a  few  years  to  multiply  from  eight  to  aboui 
twen^  thousand  persons.  He  then  disperses  them  into  smali 
'Kilonies  to  replenish  the  earth,  and  to  propagate  the  human 
species.  The  German  or  Swedish  detachment  (which 
inarched,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  under  the  command  of  Ai^e- 
naz,  the  son  of  Gomer,  the  son  of  Japhet)  distinguished  itself 
by  a  more  than  common  diligence  in  'he  prosecution  of  this 
great  work.     The   northern   hive  cast  'ts  swarms  over  the 


"  According  to  Dr.  Keating,  (History  of  Ireland,  p.  13,  14,)  the 
giant  Partholanus,  who  v/as  the  son  of  Seara,  the  son  of  Esra,  the  son 
of  Sru,  the  son  of  Framant,  the  son  of  Fathaclan,  the  son  of  Magog, 
the  son  of  Jephet,  the  son  of  Noah,  landed  on  the  coast  of  Munster,  the 
Hth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  the  world  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seventy-eight.  Thougf.  he  succeeded  in  his  great  enterprise,  the 
Loose  behavior  of  his  wife  rendered  his  domestic  life  very  unhappy,  and 
provoked  him  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  killed  —  her  favorite  greyhound. 
Fhis,  «0  the  learned  historian  very  properly  observes,  was  the  /irai 
instance  of  female  falsehood  and  infidelity  ever  known  in  Ireland. 

^*  Gknaalogical  History  of  ihe  Tartars,  by  Abulghazi  Bahadw 
Shan. 

1^  His  work,  entitled  Atlantica,  is  uncommonly  scarce.  Bayle  kai 
Aven  two  moat  curious  extracts  from  it.  Republique  dea  Lattres 
TfpiTJei  4>t  Fevrier,  1686^ 
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gr^satest  part  of  Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia ;  and  (to  use  thf 
author's  metaphor)  the  Wood  circulated  from  the  extremities 
to  the  heart. 

But  ail  this  well*labored  system  of  Grerman  antiquities  is 
annihilated  by  a  single  fact,  too  well  attested  to  admit  of  any 
doubt,  and  of  too  decisive  a  nature  to  leave  room  for  any 
reply.  The  Grermans,  in  the  age  of  Tacitus,  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  letters ;  ^^  and  the  use  of  letters  is  the 
principal  circunnstance  that  distinguishes  a  civilized  people 
from  a  herd  of  savages  incapable  of  knowledge  or  reflection. 
Without  that  artificial  help,  the  human  memory  soon  dissipatea 
or  corrupts  the  ideas  intrusted  to  her  charge  ;  and  the  nobler 
faculties  of  the  mind,  no  longer  supplied  with  models  or  with 
materials,  gradually  forget  their  powers ;  the  judgment  be- 
comes feeble  and  lethargic,  the  imagination  languid  or  irregu- 
lar. Fully  to  apprehend  this  important  truth,  let  us  attempt, 
in  an  improved  society,  to  calculate  the  immense  distance 


^*  Tacit.  Germ.  IL  19.  Literarum  seoreta  yiri  pariter  ac  finemiTiat 
ignorant.  We  may  rest  contented  with  this  decisive  authority,  with- 
wxt  entering  into  the  obscure  disputes  concerning  the  antiquity  of  the 
Etunic  characters.  The  learned  Celsius,  a  Swede,  a  scholar,  and  a 
philosopher,  was  of  opinion,  that  they  were  nothing  more  than  the 
Roman  letters,  with  the  curves  changed  into  straight  lines  for  the 
ease  of  engraving.  See  Pelloutier,  EUstoire  des  Celtes,  1.  ii.  c.  11. 
Dictionnaire  Diplomatique,  torn.  i.  p.  223.  We  may  add,  that  the 
oldest  Bunie  inscriptions  are  supposed  to  be  of  the  third  century, 
and  the  most  ancient  writer  who  mentions  the  Runic  charMtan  is 
Venantius  Fortunatua,  (Carm.  vii.  18,)  who  lived  towards  the  end  of 
the  sixth  century. 

Barbara  fraxineis  pingatur  Rura  tabellia.* 


*  The  obscure  subject  of  the  Runic  characters  has  exercised  the  indus- 
try and  iiu;enuity  of  the  modem  scholars  of  the  north.  There  are  three 
distinct  theories;  one,  maintained  by  Schlozer,  (Nordische  Gesohichte, 
p.  481,  &c.,)  who  considers  their  sixteen  letters  to  be  a  corruption  of  the 
Uomtan  alphabet,  ^ost-Christian  in  their  date,  and  Schlozer  would  attribute 
their  introduction  into  the  north  to  the  Alemanni.  The  second,  that  of 
Frederick  Schlegel,  (Yorlesungen  aber  alte  und  neue  Literatur,)  supposes 
that  these  characters  were  left  on  the  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
Northern  Seas  by  the  Phoenicians,  preserved  by  the  priestly  castes,  and 
employed  for  purposes  of  ma^c.  Their  common  origm  from  the  Phoeni- 
cian would  account  for  their  similarity  to  the  Roman  letters.  The  last,  to 
which  we  incline,  claims  a  much  higher  and  mere  venerable  antiquitv  foi 
the  Runic,  and  supposes  them  to  have  been  the  original  characters  of  the 
Indo-Teutonic  tribes,  brought  fr)m  the  East,  and  preserved  amon^  the 
diflerent  races  of  that  stock.  See  Ueber  Deutsche  Runen  von  W.  G.  Gnmm, 
1821.  A  Memoir  by  Dr.  Legis.  Fundgruben  des  Uten  Nordens.  Forv^r 
Quaitei]9r  Review,  vol.  ix.  p.  438.  — li. 
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Deiweeii  he  man  of  learning  and  the  illiterate  peasant.  Thi 
former,  by  reading  and  reiiection,  multiplies  his  own  ezpen- 
ence^  and  lives  in  distant  ages  and  remote  countries ;  whilst 
the  latter,  rooted  to  a  single  spot,  and  confined  to  a  few  years 
of  existen:2e,' surpasses  but  very  little  his  feliow-laborer,  the 
ox,  in  the  exercise  of  his  mental  faculties.  The  same,  and 
even  a  greater,  difference  will  be  found  between  nations  thar 
between  individuals;  and  we  may  safely  pronounce,  tha' 
without  some  species  of  writing,  no  people  has  ever  preserve* 
the  faithful  annals  of  their  history,  ever  made  any  considerable 
progress  in  the  abstract  sciences,  or  ever  possessed,  in  an\ 
U>lerable  degree  of  perfection,  the  useful  and  agreeable  art* 
3f  life. 

Of  these  arts,  the  ancient  Germans  were  wretchedly  des- 
titute. They  passed  their  lives  in  a  state  of  ignorance  and 
poverty,  which  it  has  pleased  some  declaimers  to  d.gnify  with 
the  appellation  of  virtuous  simplicity.*  Modern  Germany  is 
said  to  contain  about  two  thousand  three  hundred  walled 
towns.^"'  In  a  much  wider  extent  of  country,  the  geographei 
Ptolemy  could  discover  no  more  than  ninety  places  which  he 
decorates  with  the  name  of  cities  ;  ^®  though,  according  to  oui 
ideas,  they  would  but  ill  deserve  that  splendid  title.  We  can 
only  suppose  them  to  have  been  rude  fortifications,  constructed 
in  the  centre  of  the  woods,  and  designed  to  secure  the  women 
children,  and  cattle,  whilst  the  warriors  of  the  tribe  marched 
out  to  repel  a  sudden  invasion. ^^  But  Tacitus  asserts,  as  a 
well-known  fact,  that  the  Germans,  in  his  time,  had  no  cities ;  ^ 
and  that  they  affected  to  despise  the  works  of  Roman  industry, 


*^  Hecherches  Philosophiques  sur  les  Americains,  torn.  Hi.  p.  228. 
Llie  author  of  that  very  curious  vi  ork  is,  if  I  am  not  xniBinformed,  a 
German  by  birth.     [De  Pauw.] 

IB  The  Alexandrian  Geographer  is  often  ciiticuEed  by  the  accurate 
Jluverius. 

**  See  Caesar,  and  the  learned  Mr.  Whitaker  in  his  History  of 
Manchester,  vol.  i. 

~  Tadt.  G«im.  16. 


*  Lttden  (the  author  of  the  Geschichte  des  Teutschen  Vr^kes)  has  sur 
passed  most  writers  in  his  patriot' c  enthusiasm  for  the  virtups  and  Qobl« 
manners  of  his  ancestors.  Even  t  he  cold  of  the  climate,  and  the  want  of 
lines  anl  fruit  trees,  as  well  as  the  barbarism  of  the  inhabitants,  arc 
salumnies  of  the  luxurious  Italians.  M.  Guizot,  on  the  other  side,  (in  hip 
Histoire  de  la  Civilisation,  vol.  i.  p.  272,  &c.,)  has  drawn  a  curious  par^^UW 
Mtweoti  the  Germans  of  Tacitus  and  the  North  American  Indums.  -    M 
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18  places  of  confinement  rather  than  of  security  Theii 

t'difices  were  not  even  contiguous,  or  formed  into  regulac 
villas ;  ^  each  barbarian  fixed  his  independent  dwelling  on  the 
4pot  to  which  a  plain,  a  wood,  or  a  stream  of  fresh  water,  had 
induced  him  to  give  the  preference.  Neither  stone,  nor  brick 
nor  tiles,  were  employed  in  these  slight  habitations.^  The> 
were  indeed  no  more  than  low  huts,  of  a  circular  figure,  buih 
of  rough  timber,  thatched  with  straw,  and  pierced  at  the  top  t< 
icave  a  froe  passage  for  the  smoke.  In  the  most  inclemeni 
winter,  the  hardy  German  was  satisfied  with  a  scanty  garment 
made  of  the  skin  of  some  animal.  The  nations  who  dwelt 
towards  the  North  clothed  themselves  in  furs ;  and  the  women 
manufactured  for  their  own  use  a  coarse  kind  of  lincn.^^  The 
game  of  various  sorts,  with  which  the  forests  of  Germany 
were  plentifully  stocked,  supplied  its  inhabitants  with  food  and 
exercise.^  Their  monstrous  herds  of  cattle,  less  remarkable 
indeed  for  their  beauty  than  for  their  utility,^^  formed  the 
principal  object  of  their  wealth.  A  small  quantity  of  com  was 
the  only  produce  exacted  from  the  earth :  the  use  of  orchards 
or  artificial  meadows  was  unknown  to  the  Germans  ;  nor  can 
ve  expect  any  improvements  in  agriculture  from  a  people, 
4vhose  property  every  year  experienced  a  general  change  by 
a  new  division  of  the  arable  lands,  and  who,  in  that  strange 
operation,  avoided  disputes,  by  suffering  a  great  part  of  thei 
territory  to  lie  waste  and  without  tillage.^^ 

Gold,  silver,  and  iron,  were  extremely  scarce  in  Germany. 
Its  barbarous  inhabitants  wanted  both  skill  and  patience  to 
investigate  those  rich  veins  of  silver,  which  have  so  liberally 
rewarded  the  attention  of  the  princes  of  Brunswick  and  Sax- 
ony.    Sweden,  which  now  supplies  Europe  with   iron,  was 

**  When  the  Germans  commanded  the  TJbii  of  Cologne  to  cast  off 
the  Roman  joke,  and  with  their  new  freedom  to  resume  their  ancieut 
na.anners,  they  insisted  on  the  immediate  demolition  of  the  walls  of 
the  colony.  **  Fostulamns  a  vobis,  mnros  colonise,  munimenta  servi- 
tii.  detrahatis ;  etiam  fera  animalia,  si  claiisa  teneas,  yirtutis  obliviB- 
ountur.*'    Tacit.  Hist.  iv.  64. 

*^'The  straggling  villages  of  Sileaia  are  several  miles  in  lengtL 
dee  Cluver.  1.  i.  c.  13. 

**  One  hundred  and  forty  years  after  Tacitus,  a  few  more  regulai 
structures  were  erected  near  the  R'aine  and  Danube.  Herodian.  ) 
M  p.  234. 

^  Tacit.  Germ.  17. 

"  Tacit.  Germ.  6. 

*«  CsBsai  de  BelL  GalL  vi.  21. 

■'7  Tacit.  Germ  26      Cssar,  vi.  2'i 
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equall}  ignorant  of  its  own  riches ;  and  the  appeuranoe  of  thi 
arms  of  the  Grermans  furnished  a  sufficient  proof  how  UttR 
'ron  they  were  able  to  bestow  on  what  they  must  have  deeirie<i 
the  noblest  use  of  that  metal.  The  various  transactions  of 
peace  and  war  had  introduced  some  Roman  coins  (chief!} 
silver)  among  the  borderers  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube;  bj 
the  more  distant  tribes  were  absolutely  unacquainted  with  tht 
use  of  money,  earned  on  their  confined  traffic  by  the  exchange 
of  commodities,  and  prized  their  rude  earthen  vessels  as  of 
equal  value  with  the  silver  vases,  the  presents  of  Rome  tc 
their  princes  and  ambassadors.^  To  a  mind  capable  of 
reflection,  such  leading  facts  convey  more  instruction,  than  a 
tedious  detail  of  subordinate  circumstances.  The  value  of 
money  has  been  settled  by  general  consent  to  express  oui 
wants  and  our  property,  as  letters  were  invented  to  express 
our  ideas  ;  and  both  these  institutions,  by  giving  a  more  active 
energy  to  the  powers  and  passions  of  human  nature,  have  con- 
tributed to  multiply  the  objects  they  were  designed  to  repre- 
sent. The  use  of  gold  and  silver  is  in  a  great  measure 
factitious ;  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  .enumerate  the  im- 
portant and  various  services  which  agriculture,  and  all  the  arts, 
have  received  from  iron,  when  tempered  and  fashioned  by  the 
operation  of  fire,  and  the  dexterous  band  of  man.  Money,  in 
a  word,  is  the  most  universal  incitement,  iron  the  most  pow> 
erful  instrument,  of  human  industry ;  and  it  is  very  difficult 
to  conceive  by  what  means  a  people,  neither  actuated  by  the 
one,  nor  seconded  by  the  other,  could  emerge  from  the  gross- 
est barbarism.*^ 

If  we  contemplate  a  savage  nation  in  any  part  of  the  globe, 
«  supine  indolence  and  a  carelessness  of  futurity  will  be  found 
to  constitute  their  general  character.  In  a  civilized  state, 
every  faculty  of  man  is  expanded  and  exercised ;  and  the 
great  chain  of  mutual  dependence  connects  and  embraces  the 
several  members  of  society.  The  most  numerous  portion  of 
it  is  employed  in  constant  and  useful  labor.  The  select  few, 
placed  by  fortune  above  that  necessity,  can,  however,  fill  up 
their  time  by  the  pursuits  of  interest  or  glory,  by  the  improve- 
ment of  their  estate  or  of  their  understanding,  by  the  duties, 


*  Tacit.  Germ.  6 

^  It  is  said  tliat  the  Mexicans  and  Peruvians,  without  the  use  ol 
nther  moAey  or  iron,  had  made  a  very  great  progress  in  the  arts. 
Those  arts,  and  the  monuments  they  produced,  have  been  ttrangeb 
ouu^nified      Se^  Recherches  sur  lee  Americains   tout  iL  n   168,  «s£. 
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the  pleasures,  aki  even  the  follies  of  social  life.  1  he  Ger- 
mans were  not  possessed  of  these  varied  resources.  Tht 
care  of  the  house  and  family,  the  management  of  the  land  and 
cattle,  weie  delegated  to  the  old  and  the  infirm,  to  women  and 
slaves.  The  lazy  warrior,  destitute  of  every  art  that  migh 
employ  his  leisure  hours,  consumed  his  days  and  nights  in  the 
animal  gratifications  of  sleep  and  food.  And  yet,  by  a  wonder- 
ful diversity  of  nature,  (according  to  the  remark  of  a  write* 
who  had  pierced  into  its  darkest  rece!«ses,)  the  same  barba 
rians  are  by  turns  the  mcst  indolent  and  the  most  restless  of 
mankind.  They  delight  m  sloth,  they  detest  tranquillity.'^ 
The  languid  soul,  oppressed  with  its  own  weight,  anxiously 
required  some  new  and  powerful  sensation ;  and  war  and 
danger  were  the  only  amusements  adequate  to  its  fierce  tem- 
per. The  sound  that  summoned  the  German  to  arms  was 
grateful  to  his  ear.  It  roused  him  from  his  uncomfortable 
lethargy,  gave  him  an  active  pursuit,  and,  by  strong  exercise 
of  the  body,  and  violent  emotions  of  the  mind,  restored  him  to 
a  more  lively  sense  of  his  existence.  In  the  dull  intervals  of 
peace,  these  barbarians  were  immoderately  addicted  to  deep 
gaming  and  excessive  drinking ;  both  of  which,  by  difiereii 
means,  the  one  by  inflaming  their  passions,  the  other  by  extin- 
guishing their  reason,  alike  relieved  them  from  the  pain  of 
thinking.  They  gloried  in  passing  whole  days  and  nights  at 
table  ;  and  the  blood  of  friends  and  relations  oflen  stained 
their  numerous  and  drunken  assemblies.^^  Their  debts  of 
honor  (for  in  that  light  they  have  transmitted  to  us  those  of 
play)  they  discharged  with  the  most  romantic  fidelity.  The 
desperate  gamester,  who  had  staked  his  person  and  liberty  on 
a  last  throw  of  the  dice,  patiently  submitted  to  the  decision  of 
fortune,  and  suffered  himself  to  be  bound,  chastised,  and  sold 
into  remote  slavery,  by  his  weaker  but  more  lucky  antagonist.^^ 
Strong  beer,  a  liquor  extracted  with  very  little  art  from 
wheat  or  barley,  and  corrupted  (as  it  is  strongly  expressed 
by  Tacitus)  into  a  certain  semblance  of  wine,  was  sufficient 
for  the  gross  purposes  of  German  debauchery.  But  those 
who  had  tasted  the  rich  wines  of  Italy,  and  aflerwards  of 
Gaul,  sighed  for  that  more  delicious  species  of  intoxication 

*'  Tadt  Germ.  16. 

"  Tacit  Germ.  22,  23. 

"  Id.  24.  The  Germans  might  borrow  the  arta  of  play  from  tht 
iComaaa,  bat  the  passion  is  ^wonderfully  inherent  in  t|xp.  hum»r 
ipeciefi. 
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They  attempted  not,  however,  (as  has  since  been  executed 
with  10  much  success^)  to  naturalize  the  vine  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine  and  Danube ;  nor  did  they  endeavor  to  procure  b} 
industry  the  materials  of  an  advantageous  commerce.  Tc 
solicit  by  labor  what  might  be  ravished  by  arms,  wac 
esteemed  unworthy  of  the  German  spirit.33  The  intemper- 
ate thirst  of  strong  liquors  often  urged  the  barbarians  tc, 
lUvade  the  provinces  on  which  art  or  nature  had  bestowed 
those  much  envied  presents.  The  Tuscan  who  betrayed  his 
country  to  the  Celtic  nations,  attracted  them  into  Italy  by  the 
prospect  of  the  rich  fruits  and  delicious  wines,  the  productions 
of  a  happier  climate.^^  And  in  the  same  manner  the  Ger- 
inan  auxiliaries,  invited  into  France  during  the  civil  wars  oi 
^he  sixteenth  century,  were  allured  by  the  promise  of  plen- 
leous  quarters  in  the  provinces  of  Champaigne  and  Burgup- 
dy.3^  Drunkenness,  the  most  illiberal,  but  not  the  mos. 
dangerous  of  our  vices,  was  sometimes  capable,  in  a  less 
civilized  state  of  mankind,  of  occasioning  a  battle,  a  war,  or 
a  revolution. 

The  climate  of  ancient  Germany  has  been  mollified,  and 
iie  soil  fertilized,  by  the  labor  of  ten  centuries  from  the  time 
of  Charlemagne.  The  same  extent  of  ground  which  at  pres- 
ent maintains,  in  ease  and  plenty,  a  million  of  husbandmen 
and  artificers,  was  unable  to  supply  a  hundred  thousand  lazy 
warriors  with  the  simple  necessaries  of  life.^^  The  Germanif 
abandoned  their  immense  forests  to  the  exercise  of  hunting, 
employed  in  pasturage  the  most  considerable  part  of  their 
Lands,  bestowed  on  the  small  remainder  a  rude  and  careless 
cultivation,  and  then  accused  the  scantiness  and  sterility  of  a 
country  that  refused  to  maintain  the  multitude  of  its  inhabit- 
ants. When  the  return  of  famine  severely  admonished  them 
of  the  importance  of  the  arts,  the  national  distress  was  some- 
times  alleviated  by  the  emigration  of  a  third,  perhaps,  or  a 


**  Tacit.  Germ.  14. 

'*  Plutarch,  in  Camillo.    T.  Liv.  v.  33. 

^  Dubos.  Hist,  de  la  Monarchic  Francoise,  torn.  i.  p.  193. 

^  The  Helvetian  nation,  which  issuea  JCrom  a  country  called  Swit- 
zerland, contained,  of  every  age  and  sex,  368,000  persons,  (Cflesar  de 
iieU.  Gal.  i.  29.)  At  present,  the  number  of  people  in  the  Pays  d« 
^'aud  (a  small  district  on  the  banks  of  the  Leman  Lake,  much  more 
distinguished  for  politeness  thaii  for  industry)  amounts  to  112,591. 
See  an  excellent  tract  of  M  Muret«  in  che  M6moires  de  la  Soci^i^  d^* 
Hem. 
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fourth  part  of  their  youth.^^  The  possession  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  property  are  the  pledges  which  hind  a  civiliaeed 
people  to  an  improved  country.  But  the  Germans,  who 
carried  with  them  what  they  most  valued,  their  arms,  th^ii 
cattle,  and  their  women,  cheerfully  abandoned  the  vast  silence 
of  their  woods  for  the  unbounded  hopes  of  plunder  and  con- 
quest. The  innumerable  swarms  that  issued,  or  seemed  to 
issue,  from  the  great  storehouse  of  nations,  were  multiplied 
by  the  fears  of  the  vanquished,  and  by  the  credulity  of  suc- 
ceeding ages.  And  from  facts  thus  exaggerated,  an  opinion 
was  gradually  established,  and  has  been  supported  by  writers 
of  distinguished  reputation,  that,  in  the  age  of  Csesar  and 
Tacitus,  die  inhabitants  of  the  North  were  far  more  numerous 
than  they  are  in  our  days.^®  A  more  serious  inquiry  into  the 
causes  of  population  seems  to  have  convinced  modem  philos- 
ophers of  the  falsehood,  and  indeed  the  impossibility,  of  the 
supposition.  To  the  names  of  Mariana  and  of  Machiavel,^^ 
we  can  oppose  the  equal  names  of  Robertson  and  Hume.^® 

A  warlike  nation  like  the  Germans,  without  either  cities 
letters,  arts,  or  money,  found  some  compensation  for  this  sav 
age  state  in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  Their  poverty  secured 
their  freedom,  since  our  desires  and  our  possessions  are  the 
strongest  fetters  of  despotism.  "  Among  the  Suiones  (says 
Tacitus)  riches  are  held  in  honor.  They  are  therefore  sub- 
ject to  an  absolute  monarch,  who,  instead  of  intrusting  nis 
people  with  the  free  use  of  arms,  as  is  practised  in  the  rest 
of  Grermany,  commits  them  to  the  safe  custody,  not  of  a 
citizen,  or  even  of  a  freed  man,  but  of  a  slave.  The  neigh- 
bors of  the  Suiones,  the  Sitones,  are  sunk  even  below 
servitude;  they  obey  a  woman." '*i  In  the  mention  of  these 
exceptions,  the  great  historian  sufficiently  acknowledges  the 

*^  Paul  Diaconus,  c.  1,  2,  3.  Machiayel,  Davila,  and  the  rett  of 
Paul's  followers,  represent  these  emigrations  too  much  as  regulai 
aid  concerted  measures. 

^  Sir  William  Temple  and  Montesquieu  have  indulged,  on  thli 
■ubiect,  the  usual  liveliiiess  of  their  fancy. 

'*  Machiayel,  Hist,  di  Firenze,  1.  i.  Mariana,  Hist.  Hispan.  L  t. 
e.  1. 

^  Robertson's  Charles  V.    Hume's  Political  Essays.* 

*^  TaiAt.  German.  44,  45.  Freinshemius  (who  dedicated  Ids  sup- 
plement to  livy  to  Christina  of  Sweden)  thinks  proper  to  be  very 

*  It  is  a  wise  obsenration  of  Malthus,  that  these  nations  "  were  not 
populous  in  proportion  to  the  land  they  occupied,  but  to  the  food  they 
proiuced.  They  were  prolific  from  their  pure  morals  and  constitutions^  but 
their  institutions  were  not  calculated  to  produce  ^"od  for  those  whom  thei 
toought  into  being  —  M.  1846. 
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genoml  theory  of  government.  We  are  only  at  a  low  to  con» 
ceive  by  what  means  riches  and  despotism  could  penetrate 
into  a  remote  corner  of  the  North,  and  extinguish  the  gen« 
erous  flame  that  blamed  with  such  fierceness  on  the  frontier 
of  the  E^man  provinces,  or  how  the  ancestom  of  those  Danes 
and  Norwegians,  so  distinguished  in  latter  ages  by  their 
unconquered  spirit,  could  thus  tamely  resign  the  great  char- 
acter of  German  liberty.'^^  Some  tribes,  however,  on  the 
coast  of  the  Baltic,  acknowledged  the  authority  of  kings, 
though  without  relinquishing  the  rights  of  men,^^  but  in  the 
far  greater  part  of  Germany,  the  form  of  government  was  a 
democracy,  tempered,  indeed,  and  controlled,  not  so  much  by 
general  and  positive  laws,  as  by  the  occasional  ascendant  of 
birth  or  valor,  of  eloquence  or  superstition.^ 

Civil  governments,  in  their  first  institution,  are  voluntary 
associations  for  mutual  defence.  To  obtain  the  desired  end, 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  each  individual  should  conceive 
himself  obliged  to  submit  his  private  opinions  and  actions  to 
the  judgment  of  the  greater  number  of  his  associates.  The 
German  tribes  were  contented  with  this  rude  but  liberal  outline 
of  political  society.  As  soon  as  a  youth,  born  of  free  parents, 
had  attained  the  age  of  manhood,  he  was  introduced  into  the 
general  council  of  his  countrymen,  solemnly  invested  with  a 
shield  and  spear,  and  adopted  as  an  equal  and  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  military  commonwealth  The  assembly  of  the 
warriors  of  the  tribe  was  convened  at  stated  seasons,  or  on 
sudden  emergencies.  The  trial  of  public  offences,  the  elec 
tion  of  magistrates,  and  th^^  ^reat  bu^iusss  of  peace  and  war, 

angry  with  the  Roman  who  expressed  so  very  little  reverence  for 
Northern  queens.* 

**  May  we  not  suspect  that  superstition  was  the  parent  of  despot- 
ism ?  llie  descendants  of  Odin,  (whose  race  was  not  extinct  till  the 
year  1060)  are  said  to  have  reigned  in  Sweden  above  a  thousand 
years.  The  temple  of  Upsal  was  the  ancient  seat  of  religion  and 
empire.  In  the  year  1 153  I  find  a  singular  law,  prohibiting  the  use 
and  profession  of  arms  to  any  except  the  king's  guards.  Is  it  not 
probable  that  it  was  colored  by  the  pretence  of  reviving  an  old  insti- 
tution? See  Dalin's  History  of  Sweden  in  the  Biblioth^que  Raison- 
nbe,  torn.  xl.  and  xlv. 

*»  Tacit  Germ.  c.  43.  **  Id.  c.  11,  12,  18,  &c. 


*  The  Suiones  and  the  Sitones  are  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Scandina- 
fia ;  their  name  may  be  traced  in  that  of  Sweden ;  they  did  not  belong  to 
the  race  of  the  Suevi,  but  that  of  the  non-Suevi  or  Cimbri,  whom  the 
Suevi,  in  very  remote  times,  drove  back  part  to  the  west,  part  to  the  north , 
they  were  afterwards  mingled  with  Suevian  tribes,  among  others  the  Goths, 
who  have  left  traces  of  their  name  and  power  in  the  isle  of  Gothland.  —  3 
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were  determined  by  its  independent  voice.  Somjttmei 
indeed,  these  important  questions  were  previously  considereo 
snd  prepared  in  a  more  select  council  of  the  principal  chief 
tains.^^  The  magistrates  might  deliberate  and  persuade,  the 
people  only  could  resolve  and  execute ;  and  the  resolutions 
of  the  Grermans  were  for  the  most  part  hasty  and  violent 
Barbarians  accustomed  to  place  their  freedom  in  gratifying 
the  present  passion,  and  their  courage  in  overlooking  aU 
future  consequences,  turned  away  with  indignant  contempt 
from  the  remonstrances  of  justice  and  policy,  and  it  was  the 
practice  to  signify  by  a  hollow  murmur  their  dislike  of  such 
timid  counsels.  But  whenever  a  more  popular  orator  pro- 
posed to  vindicate  the  meanest  citizen  from  either  foreign  or 
domestic  injury,  whenever  he  called  upon  his  fellow-country- 
men to  assert  the  national  honor,  or  to  pursue  some  enter- 
prise full  of  danger  and  glory,  a  loud  clashing  of  shields  and 
speara  expressed  the  eager  applause  of  the  assembly.  For 
the  Germans  always  met  in  arms,  and  it  was  constantly  to 
be  dreaded,  lest  an  irregular  multitude,  inflamed  with  faction 
and  strong  liquors,  should  use  those  arms  to  enforce,  as  well 
as  to  declare,  their  furious  resolves.  We  may  recollect  how 
of\en  the  diets  of  Poland  have  been  polluted  with  blood,  and 
ihe  more  numerous  party  has  been  compelled  to  yield  to  th^^ 
more  violent  and  seditious.** 

A  general  of  the  tribe  was  elected  on  occasions  of  danger ; 
and,  if  the  danger  was  pressing  and  extensive,  several  tribes 
concurred  in  the  choice  of  the  same  general.  The  bravest 
warrior  was  named  to  lead  his  countrymen  into  the  field,  b^ 
his  example  rather  than  by  his  commands.  But  this  power, 
however  limited,  was  still  invidious.  It  expired  with  the  war 
and  in  time  of  peace  the  Grerman  tribes  acknowledged  not 
any  supreme  chief.*''  Princes  were,  however,  appointed,  in 
the  general  assembly,  to  administer  justice,  or  ruther  to  com- 
pose differences,*®  in  their  respective  districts.  In  ihe  choice 
of  these  magistrates,  as  much  regard  was  shown  to  birth  aft 
to  merit.**     To  each  was  assigned,  by  the  public,  a  guard, 

**  Grotius  changes  an  expression  of  Tacitus,  pertractantur  intc 
prtttractarUur,    The  oorreotion  is  equally  just  and  ingenious. 

^  Sven  in  tmr  anoient  parliaaaent,  the  barons  often  earned  a  quia»- 
tion,  not  so  much  by  the  numlier  of  votes,  as  by  that  of  their  anastf 
followers. 

«7  Csesar  de  BeU.  GaL  vi.  23. 

^*  Minuunt  controversias,  is  h  yery  happy  expression  of  Cesar's. 

**  Reges  ex  nobilitate,  duces  ex  virtute  sumunt    Tadit  Qeitn.  7 

14* 


1^66  THE   DECLINE    AND  fkLL 

and  a  council  of  a  hundred  persons  and  tlie  first  ji  th« 
princes  appears  to  have  enjoyed  a  preeminence  of  rank  and 
honor  which  sometimes  tempted  the  Romans  to  compliment 
him  with  the  regal  title.*® 

The  comparative  view  of  the  powers  of  the  magistrates,  in 
two  remarkable  instances,  is  alone  sufficient  to  represent  the 
whole  system  of  German  manners.  The  disposal  of  the  land' 
ed  property  within  their  district  was  absolutely  vested  in  theii 
hands,  and  they  distributed  it  every  year  according  to  a  new 
division.*^  At  the  same  time  they  were  not  authorized  to 
pinish  with  death,  to  imprison,  or  even  to  strike  a  private  citi- 
sen.*^  A  people  thus  jealous  of  their  persons,  and  careless 
of  their  possessions,  must  have  been  totally  destitute  of 
industry  and  the  arts,  but  animated  with  a  high  sense  of  honor 
and  independence. 

The  Germans  respected  only  those  duties  which  they 
imposed  on  themselves.  The  most  obscure  soldier  resisted 
with  disdain  the  authority  of  the  magistrates.  ^^  The  noblest 
youths  blushed  not  to  be  numbered  among  the  faithful  cora- 
oanions  of  some  renowned  chief,  to  whom  they  devoted  their 
arms  and  service.  A  noble  emulation  prevailed  among  the 
companions,  to  obtain  the  first  place  in  the  esteem  of  their  chief 
amongst  the  chiefs,  to  acquire  the  greatest  number  of  valiant 
companions.  To  be  ever  surrounded  by  a  band  of  select  youtht 
was  the  pride  and  strength  of  the  chiefs,  their  ornament  in 
peace,  their  defence  in  war.  The  glory  of  such  distinguished 
heroes  diffiised  itself  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  their  own  tribe. 
Presents  and  embassies  solicited  their  friendship,  and  the 
fame  of  their  arms  often  insured  victory  to  the  party  which 
they  espoused.  In  the  hour  of  danger  it  was  shameful  foi 
the  chief  to  be  surpassed  in  valor  by  his  companions ;  shame- 
ful for  the  companions  not  to  equal  the  valor  of  their  chief. 
To  survive  his  fall  in  battle,  was  indelible  infamy.  To  pro- 
tect his  person,  and  to  adorn  his  glory  with  the  trophies  of 
their  own  exploits,  were  the  most  sacred  of  their  duties.  Th« 
(*.hiefs  combated  for  victory,  the  companions  for  the  chief. 
'J*he  noblest  warriors,  whenever  their  native  cotntry  was 
sunk  into  the  laziness  of  peace,  maintained  their  numerous 
bands  in  some  distant  scene  of  action,  to  exercise  their  restlesi 
spirit,  iJid  to  acquire  renown  by  voluntary  dangers.    Gifts 

^  CLmmr.  Oerm.  Ant.  L  i.  o.  3a.  **  Tadt  Gem.  7. 

<^  Oaiiar.  vi.  22.  Taeit.  Germ.  26. 
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irorthy  of  soldiers  —  the  warlike  steed,  the  blooay  and  ever 
fictorious  lance  —  were  the  rewards  which  the  companions 
claimed  from  the  liberality  of  their  chief.  The  rude  plenty 
of  his  hospitable  board  was  the  only  pay  that  he  could  bestow 
or  they  would  accept.  War,  rapine,  and  the  free-will  oflTer- 
ings  of  his  friends,  supplied  the  materials  of  this  munifi- 
cence.*'^  This  institution,  however  it  might  accidentally 
weaken  the  several  republics,  invigorated  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  Germans,  and  even  ripened  amongst  them  all  the 
virtues  of  which  barbarians  are  susceptible;  the  faith  and 
valor,  the  hospitality  and  the  courtesy,  so  conspicuous  long 
afterwards  in  the  ages  of  chivalry.  The  honorable  gifts, 
bestowed  by  the  chief  on  his  brave  companions,  have  been 
supposed,  by  an  ingenious  writer,  to  contain  the  first  rudi- 
ments of  the  fiefs,  distributed  afler  the  conquest  of  the  Roman 
provinces,  by  the  barbarian  lords  among  their  vassals,  with  a 
similar  duty  of  homage  and  military  service.^  These  condi- 
tions are,  however,  very  repugnant  to  the  maxims  of  the 
ancient  Germans,  who  delighted  in  mutual  presents;  but 
without  either  imposing,  or  accepting,  the  weight  of  obli- 
gations.*^ 

^  In  the  days  of  chivalry,  or  more  properly  of  romance, 
all  the  men  were  brave,  and  all  the  women  were  chaste ;  ^^ 
and  notwithstanding  the  latter  of  these  virtues  is  acquired  and 
preserved  with  much  more  difficulty  than  the  former,  it  is 
ascribed,  almost  without  exception,  to  the  wives  of  the  ancient 
Germans.  Polygamy  was  not  in  use,  except  among  the 
princes,  and  among  them  only  for  the  sake  of  multiplying 
their  alliances.  Divorces  were  prohibited  by  manners  rather 
than  by  laws.  Adulteries  were  punished  as  rare  and  inexpi- 
able crimes;  nor  was  seduction  justified  by  example  and 
fashion.^  We  may  easily  discover  that  Tacitus  indulges  an 
honest  pleasure  in  the  contrast  of  barbarian  virtue  with  the 


*>  Tacit.  Qenn.  18,  14. 

**  Esprit  des  Loiz,  L  xxx.  e.  3.  The  brilliant  imagination  of 
Mcmtesqideu  is  corrected,  however,  by  the  dry,  cold  reason  of  th« 
Abb6  de  Mably.  Obserrations  sur  THistorie  de  France,  torn.  L 
p.  856. 

**  Qaadent  mnneribiis,  sed  nee  data  imputant,  nee  aooeptis  obliga&- 
tuj.    Tacit  Germ.  c.  21. 

**  Hie  adulteress  was  whipped  through  the  village.  Keithii 
wealth  nor  beauty  oonld  inspire  compasaioi],  o*  procure  her  a  second 
husband.  18, 19. 
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dissolute  conduct  of  the  Roman  ladies ;  yet  tliere  are  some 
striking  circumstances  that  give  an  air  of  truth,  or  at  leasl 
probability,  to  the  conjugal  faith  and  chastity  of  the  GermamL 
Although  the  progress  of  civilization  has  undoubtedly  con- 
rributed  to  assuage  the  fiercer  passions  of  human  nature,  it 
•eems  to  have  been  less  favorable  to  the  virtue  of  chastity^ 
whose  most  dangerous  enemy  is  the  softness  of  the  mind. 
The  refinements  of  life  corrupt  while  they  polish  the  inter- 
course of  the  sexes.  The  gross  appetite  of  love  becomes 
most  dangerous  when  it  is  elevated,  or  rather,  indeed,  dis. 
guised  by  sentimental  passion.  The  elegance  of  dress,  of 
motion,  and  of  manners,  gives  a  lustre  to  beauty,  and  inflames 
the  senses  through  the  imagination.  Luxurious  entertainments, 
midnight  dances,  and  licentious  spectacles,  present  at  once 
temptation  and  opportunity  to  female  frailty .^^  From  such 
dangers  the  unpolished  wives  of  the  barbarians  were  secured 
by  poverty,  solitude,  and  the  painful  cares  of  a  domestic  life. 
The  German  huts,  open,  on  every  side,  to  the  '^ye  of  indiscre- 
tion or  jealousy,  were  a  better  safeguard  of  conjugal  fidelity 
than  the  walls,  the  bolts,  and  the  eunuchs  of  a  Persian  haram. 
To  this  reason  another  may  be  added,  of  a  more  honorable 
nature.  The  Germans  treated  their  women  with  esteem  and 
confidence,  consulted  them  on  every  occasion  of  importance, 
and  fondly  believed,  that  in  their  breasts  resided  a  sanctity 
and  wisdom  more  than  human.  Some  of  the  interpreters  of 
fate,  such  as  Velleda,  in  the  Batavian  war,  governed,  in  the 
name  of  the  deity,  the  fiercest  nations  of  Germany.^  The 
^est  of  the  sex,  without  being  adored  as  goddesses,  were  re 
spected  as  the  free  and  equal  companions  of  soldiers ;  asso 
ciated  even  by  the  marriage  ceremony  to  a  life  of  toil,  of 
danger,  and  of  glory.^^  In  their  great  invasions,  the  campa 
of  the  barbarians  were  filled  with  a  multitude  of  women,  who 
remained  firm  and  undaunted  amidst  the  sound  of  arms,  the 
various  forms  of  destruction,  and  the  honorable  wounds  of 
their  sons  and  husbands.^®    Fainting  armies  of  Germans  have, 

*'  Ovid  employs  two  hundred  lines  in  the  research  of  places  the 
most  £EiYorable  to  lore.  Above  all,  he  considers  the  theatre  as  the 
best  adapted  to  collect  the  beauties  of  Borne,  and  to  melt  them  into 
tenderness  and  sensuality. 

••  Tacit.  Hist.  iv.  81,  65. 

**  The  marriage  present  was  a  yoke  of  oxen,  horses,  and  anna. 
Bee  Germ.  o.  18.    Tacitus  is  somewnat  too  florid  on  the  subject. 

*"  The  change  of  exigere  into  exuger$  is  a  most  e^^oeUent  «Ofr^ 


or  TBI    BOMAN   SMFIBB.  269 

tnot9  than  once,  been  driven  back  upon  the  enemy,  by  the 
generous  despair  of  the  women,  who  dreaded  death  much 
less  than  servitude.  If  the  day  was  irrecoverably  lost,  they 
well  knew  how  to  deliver  themselves  and  their  children,  with 
their  own  hands,  from  an  insulting  victor.^^  Heroines  of  such 
a  cast  may  claim  our  admiration ;  but  they  were  most  as- 
suredly  neither  lovely,  nor  very  susceptible  of  love.  Whilst 
they  affected  to  emulate  the  stern  virtues  of  num^  they  must 
have  resigned  that  attractive  softness,  in  which  principally 
consist  the  charm  and  weakness  of  woinan.  Conscious  pride 
taught  the  German  females  to  suppress  every  tender  i  motion 
that  stood  in  competition  with  honor,  and  the  first  honor  of 
the  sex  has  ever  been  that  of  chastity.  The  sentiments  and 
conduct  of  these  highnspirited  matrons  may,  at  once,  be  con- 
sidered as  a  cause,  as  an  effect,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  general 
character  of  the  nation.  Female  courage,  however  it  may 
be  raised  by  fanaticism,  or  confirmed  by  habit,  can  be  only  a 
faint  and  imperfect  imitation  of  the  manly  valor  that  distin- 
guishes the  age  or  country  in  which  it  may  be  found. 

The  religious  system  of  the  Germans  (if  the  wild  opinions 
of  savages  can  deserve  that  name)  was  dictated  by  their 
wants,  their  fears,  and  their  ignorance.^^  They  adored  the 
great  visible  objects  and  agents  of  nature,  the  Sun  and  the 
Moon,  the  Fire  and  the  Earth ;  together  with  those  imaginar5 
deities,  who  were  supposed  to  preside  over  the  most  importan 
occupations  of  human  life.  They  were  persuaded,  that,  by 
some  ridiculous  arts  of  divination,  they  could  discover  the 
will  of  the  superior  beings,  and  that  human  sacrifices  were 
the  most  precious  and  acceptable  offering  to  their  altars. 
Some  applause  has  been  hastily  bestowed  on  the  sublime 
noticn,  entertained  by  that  people,  of  the  Deity,  whom  they 
neither  confined  within  the  walls  of  a  temple,  nor  represented 
by  any  human  figure ;  but  when  we  recollect,  that  the  Ger- 
mans were  unskilled  in  architecture,  and  totally  unacquamted 

•'  Tarit.  Germ.  c.  7.  Plutarch  in  Mario.  Before  the  wives  of 
the  Teutones  destroyed  themselves  and  their  chil(hren,  they  had 
offered  to  surrender,  on  condition  that  they  should  be  received  as  the 
sUves  of  the  vestal  virgins. 

•■  Tacitus  has  employed  a  few  lines,  and  Cluverius  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  pages,  on  this  obscure  subject.  The  former  discov- 
tn  in  Oermnny  the  gods  of  Greece  and  Rome.  The  latter  i»  pos- 
ittve,  that,  under  the  emblems  of  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  fire,  his 
>ious  ancestors  worshipped  the  Trinity  in  unitv. 
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«vith  the  art  of  sculpture,  we  shall  readily  assign  the  trm 
reason  of  a  scruple,  which  arose  not  so  much  fron:  a  supe- 
riority of  Teason,  as  from  a  want  of  ingenuity.  The  only 
temples  ii;  Germany  were  dark  and  ancient  groves,  conse- 
crated  by  the  reverence  of  succeeding  generations.  Their 
secret  gloom,  the  imagined  residence  of  an  invisible  power 
by  presenting  no  distinct  object  of  fear  or  worship,  impressed 
the  mind  with  a  still  deeper  sense  of  religious  horror  ;^  and 
the  priests,  rude  and  illiterate  as  they  were,  had  been  taught 
by  experience  the  use  of  every  artifice  that  could  preserve 
and  fortify  impressions  so  well  suited  to  their  own  interest. 

The  same  ignorance,  which  renders  barbarians  incapable 
of  conceiving  or  embracing  the  useful  restraints  of  laws, 
exposes  them  naked  and  unarmed  to  the  blind  terrors  of  su- 
perstition. The  Grerman  priests,  improving  this  favorable 
temper  of  their  countrymen,  had  assumed  a  jurisdiction  even 
in  temporal  concerns,  which  the  magistrate  could  not  venture 
to  exercise  ;  and  the  haughty  warrior  patiently  submitted  to 
the  lash  of  correction,  when  it  was  inflicted,  not  by  any 
human  power,  but  by  the  immediate  order  of  the  god  of 
war.**  The  defects  of  civil  policy  were  sometimes  supplied 
oy  the  interposition  of  ecclesiastical  authority.  The  latter 
was  constantly  exerted  to  maintain  silence  and  decency  in 
the  popular  assemblies ;  and  was  sometimes  extended  to  a 
more  enlarged  concern  for  the  national  welfare.  A  solemn 
procession  was  occasionally  celebrated  in  the  present  coun- 
tries of  Mecklenburgh  and  Pomerania.  The  unknown  sym- 
bol of  the  Earthj  covered  with  a  thick  veil,  was  placed  on  a 
carriage  drawn  by  cows ;  and  in  this  manner  the  goddess, 
whose  common  residence  was  in  the  Isle  of  Rugen,  visited 
several  adjacent  tribes  of  her  worshippers.  During  her  prog- 
ress the  sound  of  war  was  hushed,  quarrels  were  suspended, 
arms  laid  aside,  and  the  restless  Germans  had  an  opportunity 
of  tasting  the  blessings  of  peace  and  harmony.**    The  trtxe 

**  The  sacred  wood,  described  with  such  sublime  horror  by  Luc&n, 
wtM  in  the  ne^hborhood  of  Marseilles ;  but  there  were  many  of  the 
•amo  kind  in  Germany.* 

^  Tacit.  Germania,  c.  7. 

^  Tacit.  Germania,  c  40. 


*  The  ancient  GFermans  had  shapeless  14  als,  and,  when  ihej  began  to 
build  more  settled  habitations,  they  raised  also  temples,  such  as  that  tt 
Jie  goddess  Teufiuia,  who  presided  over  dir'natioo.  See  Adsluig.  fiist 
*1  Ano.  Germans*  p.  206b  — O. 
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9f  God^  90  oAen  and  bo  ineffectually  proclaimed  by  Che  clergy 
of  the  eleventh  century,  was  ar.  obvious  imitaticn  cf  this  an- 
cient custom.®^ 

But  the  influence  of  religion  was  far  more  powerful  to  in* 
flame,  than  to  moderate,  the  fierce  passions  of  the  Grermana. 
Interest  and  fanaticism  often  prompted  its  ministers  to  sanctity 
the  most  daring  and  the  most  unjust  enterprises,  by  the  appro- 
bation of  Heaven,  and  full  assurances  of  success.  The  con- 
secrated standards,  long  revered  in  the  groves  of  superstition 
were  placed  in  the  front  of  the  battle  ;^  and  the  hostile  army 
was  devoted  with  dire  execrations  to  the  gods  of  war  and  of 
.hunder.^  In  the  faith  of  soldiers  (and  such  were  the  Ger- 
mans) cowardice  is  the  most  unpardonable  of  sins.  A  brave 
man  was  the  worthy  favorite  of  tiieir  martial  deities ;  the 
wretch  who  had  lost  his  shield  was  alike  banished  from  the 
religious  and  civil  assemblies  of  his  countrymen.  Some 
tribes  of  the  north  seem  to  have  embraced  the  doctrine  of 
nransmigration,^  others  imagined  a  gross  paradise  of  immor- 
tal drunkenness.'^®  All  agreed,  that  a  life  spent  in  arms,  and 
a  glorious  death  in  battle,  were  the  best  preparations  for  a 
happy  futurity,  either  in  this  or  in  another  world. 

The  immortality  so  vainly  promised  by  the  priests,  was,  ui 
some  degree,  conferred  by  the  bards.  That  singular  order 
of  men  has  most  deservedly  attracted  the  notice  of  all  who 
have  attempted  to  investigate  the  antiquities  of  the  Celts,  the 
Scandinavians,  and  the  Germans.  Their  genius  and  charac- 
ter, as  well  as  the  reverence  paid  to  that  important  oflice, 
have  been  sufficiently  illustrated.  But  we  cannot  so  easily 
express,  or  even  conceive,  the  enthusiasm  of  arms  and  glory 
which  they  kindled  in  the  breast  of  their  audience.  Among 
a  polished  people,  a  taste  for  poetry  is  rather  an  amusement 
of  the  fancy,  than  a  passion  of  the  soul.  And  yet,  when  m 
calm  retirement  we  peruse  the  combats  described  by  Homer 
or  Tasso,  we  are  insensibly  seduced  by  the  fiction,  &«d  feel 


**  See  Dr.  Robertson's  History  of  Charles  Y.  voL  i.  note  10. 
**  Tacit.  Qennania,  c  7.  These  standards  were  only  the  heads  of 
wild  beasts. 

*  See  aa  instance  of  this  custom,  Tacit.  AnnaL  ziiL  57. 

*  C»&ar  Diodoros,  and  Lucan,  seem  to  ascribe  this  doctrine  to  th^ 
Gauls,  but  M.  Pelloutier  (Historie  des  Celtes,  L  iii*  c.  18)  labors  to 
tedoce  their  expressions  to  a  more  orthodox  sense. 

^  Concerning  this  gross  but  alluring  doctrine  of  the  Edda,  see 
Fable  zx.  in  the  curious  version  of  that  book,  puliUshed  by  &I.  Malleti 
m  hit  Introdiietion  to  the  History  of  Denmark 
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ft  momentary  glow  of  martial  ardor.  But  how  fain^  ham 
cold  is  the  sensation  which  a  peaceful  mind  can  receiire  from 
solitary  study  !  It  was  in  the  hour  of  battle,  or  in  tlie  feasi 
of  victory,  that  the  bards  celebrated  the  glory  of  the  heroes 
of  ancient  days,  the  ancestors  of  those  warhke  ohieAains, 
who  listened  with  transport  to  their  artless  but  animated 
strains.  The  view  of  arms  and  of  danger  heightened  the 
efiect  of  the  military  song ;  and  the  passions  which  it  tended 
to  excite,  the  desire  of  fame,  and  the  contempt  of  death 
wore  the  habitual  sentiments  of  a  Grerman  mind."''^  * 

Such  was  the  situation,  and  such  were  the  manners,  of  the 
ancient  Germans.  Their  climate,  their  want  of  learning,  of 
arts,  and  of  laws,  their  notions  of  honor,  of  gallantry,  and  of 
religion,  their  sense  of  freedom,  impatience  of  peace,  and 
thirst  of  enterprise,  all  contributed  to  form  a  people  of  mili- 
tary heroes.  And  yet  we  find,  that  during  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  that  elapsed  from  the  defeat  of  Varus 
to  the  reign  of  Decius,  these  formidable  barbarians  made  few 
considerable  attempts,  and  not  any  material  impression  on  the 
uxurious  and  enslaved  provinces  of  the  empire.  Their  prog- 
ress was  checked  by  their  want  of  arms  and  discipline,  anu 
heir  fury  was  diverted  by  the  intestine  divisions  of  ancient 
Germany. 

I.  It  has  been  observed,  with  ingenuity,  and  not  without 

^*  See  Tadt  Germ.  c.  3.  Diod.  SicuL  L  t.  Strabo.  1.  iv.  p.  197. 
The  classical  reader  may  remember  the  rank  of  Demodocus  in  the 
Pheeacian  court,  and  the  ardor  infused  by  TyrUBUS  into  the  Stinting 
Spartans.  Yet  there  is  little  probability  that  the  Greeks  and  the 
Germans  were  the  same  people.  Much  learned  trifling  might  be 
spared)  if  our  antiquarians  would  condescend  to  reflect,  that  similai 
manners  will  naturally  be  produced  by  similar  situations. 

*  Besides  these  battle  songs,  the  Germans  sang  at  their  festival  banquets, 
(Tac.  Ann.  i.  65,)  and  around  the  bodies  of  their  slain  heroes.  King  The- 
odoric,  of  the  tribe  of  the  Goths,  killed  in  a  battle  against  Attila,  was  hon- 
ored by  songs  while  he  was  borne  from  the  field  of  battle.  Jornandes, 
c.  41.  The  same  honor  was  paid  to  the  remains  of  Attila.  Ibid.  c.  49. 
According  to  some  historians,  the  Germans  h^  song|8  also  at  their  wed- 
dings ;  but  this  appears  to  me  inconsistent  with  then:  customs,  in  which 
marriage  was  no  more  than  the  purchase  of  a  wife.  Besides,  there  is  but 
one  instance  of  this,  that  of  the  Gothic  king,  Ataulph,  who  sang  himself 
the  nuptial  hymn  when  he  espoused  Placidia,  sister  of  the  emperors  Area- 
dius  and  Honorius.  (Olympioaor.  p.  8.)  But  this  marriage  was  celebrated 
according  to  the  Roman  rites,  of  which  the  nuptial  songs  formed  a  part 
^delung,p.  382.— G. 

Charlemagne  is  said  to  have  collected  the  national  songs  of  the  lam^l 
Qtermaiis.    Eginhard,  Yit.  Car.  Mag.«— M. 
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truth,  that  the  comnmnd  of  iron  550on  gives  a  nation  Die  com- 
mand of  gold.  But  the  rude  tribes  of  Grermany,  alike  desti- 
tute of  both  tli)9e  valuable  metals,  were  reduced  slowly  tc 
acquire,  by  their  unassisted  strength,  the  possession  of  the 
one  as  well  as  the  other.  The  face  of  a  German  army  dis- 
played their  poverty  of  iron.  Swords,  and  the  longer  kind 
of  lances,  they  could  seldom  use.  Their  framem  (as  they 
called  them  in  their  own  language)  were  long  spears  headed 
srith  a  sharp  but  narrow  iron  point,  and  which,  as  occasion 
required,  they  either  darted  from  a  distance,  or  pushed  in 
close  onset.  With  this  spear,  and  with  a  shield,  their  cavalry 
was  contented.  A  multitude  of  darts,  scattered  ^*  with  incred- 
ible force,  were  an  additional  resource  of  the  infantry.  Their 
military  dress,  when  they  wore  any,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
loose  mantle.  A  variety  of  colors  was  the  only  ornament 
of  their  wooden  or  osier  shields.  Few  of  the  chiefs  were 
distinguished  by  cuirasses,  scarce  any  by  helmets.  Though 
the  horses  of  Germany  were  neither  beautiful,  swift,  nor 
practised  in  the  skilful  evolutions  of  the  Roman  manege,  sev 
eral  of  the  nations  obtained  renown  by  their  cavalry ;  but,  in 
general,  the  principal  strength  of  the  Germans  consisted  in 
their  infantry,^*  which  was  drawn  up  in  several  deep  columns, 
according  to  the  distinction  of  tribes  and  families.  Impatient 
of  fatigue  and  delay,  these  half-armed  warriors  rushed  to 
battle  with  dissonant  shouts  and  disordered  ranks ;  and  some- 
times, by  the  effort  of  native  valor,  prevailed  over  the  con- 
strained and  more  artificial  bravery  of  the  Roman  merce- 
naries. But  as  the  barbarians  poured  forth  their  whole  souls 
on  the  first  onset,  they  knew  not  how  to  rally  or  to  retire. 
A  repulse  was  a  sure  defeat ;  and  a  defeat  was  most  com- 
monly total  destruction.  When  we  recollect  the  complete 
armor  of  the  Roman  soldiers,  their  discipline,  exercises,  evo- 
lutions, fortified  camps,  and  military  engines,  it  appears  a  just 
matter  of  surprise,  how  the  naked  and  unassisted  valor  of  the 
barbarians  could  dare  to  encounter,  in  the  field,  the  strength 
of  the  legions,  and  the  various  troops  of  the  auxiliaries,  which 
aecxmded  their  operations.  The  contest  was  too  unequal, 
till  the  introduction  of  luxury  had  enervated  the  vigor,  and  a 


^  Hiasilia  spargant,  Ta  Tit.  Germ.  o.  6.    Either  that  historian  used  a 
▼ague  expression,  or  he  meant  that  they  were  thrown  at  random. 

7*  It  was  their  principal  distinction  from  the  Samatians,  who  genM 
ftUv  fousrht  on  horseback. 
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spirit  o(  disobedience  and  sedition  had  relaxed  the  discipliiM 
of  the  Roman  armies.  The  introduction  of  barbarian  auxil 
iaries  into  those  armies,  was  a  measure  attended  with  very 
obvious  dangers,  as  it  might  gradually  instruct  the  Grermani 
in  the  arts  of  war  and  of  policy.  Although  they  were  admit- 
ted in  small  numbers  and  with  the  strictest  precaution,  the 
example  of  Civilis  was  proper  to  convince  the  Romans,  thai 
the  danger  was  not  imaglhary,  and  that  their  precautions  were 
not  always  sufficient.'^^  During  the  civil  wars  that  followed 
the  death  of  Nero,  that  artful  and  intrepid  Batavian,  whom 
his  enemies  condescended  to  compare  with  Hannibal  and 
Sertorius,'^^  formed  a  great  design  of  freedom  and  ambition 
Eight  Batavian  cohorts,  renowned  in  the  wars  of  Britain  and 
Italy,  repaired  to  his  standard.  He  introduced  an  army  of 
Germans  into  Gaul,  prevailed  on  the  powerful  cities  of  Treves 
and  Langres  to  embrace  his  cause,  defeated  the  legions,  de- 
stroyed their  fortified  camps,  and  employed  against  the  Ro- 
mans the  military  knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  in  their 
service.  When  at  length,  after  an  obstinate  struggle,  he 
yielded  to  the  power  of  the  empire,  Civilis  secured  himself 
and  his  country  by  an  honorable  treaty.  The  Batavians  still 
sontinued  to  occupy  the  islands  of  the  Rhine,^^  the  allies,  not 
the  servants,  of  the  Roman  monarchy. 

II.  The  strength  of  ancient  Grermany  appears  formidable 
when  we  consider  the  effects  that  might  have  been  produced  by 
its  united  effort.  The  wide  extent  of  country  might  very  pos- 
sibly contain  a  million  of  warriors,  as  all  who  were  of  age  to  bear 
arms  were  of  a  temper  to  use  them.  But  this  fierce  multitude, 
incapable  of  concerting  or  executing  any  plan  of  nationa' 
greatness,  was  agitated  by  various  and  often  hostile  intec 
tions.  Germany  was  divided  into  more  than  forty  independ- 
ent states ;  and,  even  in  each  state,  the  union  of  the  several 
tribes  was  extremely  loose  and  precarious.  The  barbarians 
were  easily  provoked  ;  they  knew  not  how  to  forgive  an  injury, 
much  less  an  insult ;  their  resentments  were  bloody  and  im- 

^^  The  relation  of  this  enterprise  occupies  a  great  part  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  books  of  the  History  of  Tacitus,  and  is  more  remarkable  fox 
its  eloquence  than  perspicuity.  Sir  Henry  Saville  has  obafflred 
leveral  inaccuracies. 

^^  Tacit.  Hist.  iv.  13.    like  them  he  had  lost  an  eye. 

^  It  was  contained  between  the  two  branches  of  the  old  Bliine,  ai 
they  subsisted  before  the  face  of  the  country  was  changed  by  ai^ 
and  nature.    See  Cluver.  German.  Antiq.  1.  iii.  c.  SO  87. 
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placable.  The  casual  disputes  that  so  frequently  happened  in 
their  tumultuous  parties  of  hunting  or  drinking,  were  sufficiem 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  whole  nations ;  the  private  feuds  of 
any  considerable  chieftains  diffused  itself  among  their  follow- 
ers and  allies.  To  chastise  the  insolent,  or  to  plunder  the 
defenceless,  were  alike  causes  of  war.  The  most  formidable 
states  of  Grermany  affected  to  encompass  their  territories  w  -Ji 
a  wide  frontier  of  solitude  and  devastation.  The  awful  dis« 
tance  preserved  by  their  neighbors  attested  the  terror  of  their 
arms,  and  in  some  measure  defended  them  from  the  danger  of 
unexpected  incursions."''' 

"The  Bructeri*  (it  is  Tacitus  who  now  speaks)  wer*^ 
totally  exterminated  by  the  neighboring  tribes,''*  provoked  by 
their  insolence,  allured  by  the  hopes  of  spoil,  and  perhaps 
inspired  by  the  tutelar  deities  of  the  empire.  Above  sixty 
thousand  barbarians  were  destroyed  ;  not  by  the  Roman  arms, 
but  in  our  sight,  and  for  our  entertainment.  May  the  nations, 
enemies  of  Rome,  ever  preserve  this  enmity  to  each  other ' 
We  have  now  attained  the  utmost  verge  of  prosperity,"'^  and 
have  nothing  left  to  demand  of  fortune,  except  the  discord  of 
the  barbarians."®®  —  These  sentiments,  less  worthy  of  the 
humanity  than  of  the  patriotism  of  Tacitus,  express  the  invaria- 
ble maxims  of  the  policy  of  his  countrymen.  They  deemed 
it  a  much  safer  expedient  to  divide  than  to  combat  the  bar- 
barians, from  whose  defeat  they  could  derive  neither  honor 
nor  advantage.  The  money  and  negotiations  of  Rome  insin- 
uated themselves  into  the  heart  of  Germany ;  and  every  art  of 
eduction  was  used  with  dignity,  to  conciliate  those  nationj 
whom  their  proximity  to  the  Rhine  or  Danube  might  render 
the  most  useful  friends  as  well  as  the  most  troublesome 


"  Caesar  de  BelL  GaL  L  vL  23. 

^^  They  are  mentioned,  however,  in  the  ivth  and  vth  cent.iriea  by 
Xazarius,  AmTniftniig^  Claudian,  &c.,  as  a  tribe  of  Franks.  See  Clu- 
rer.  Germ.  Antiq.  L  iii.  c.  13. 

'*  Urffentibua  is  the  common  reading ;  but  good  sense,  lipsius,  and 
Home  MBS.  declare  for  Vergeniibui. 

^  TadL  Germania,  c  33.  The  pious  Abb6  d  ^  la  Bleterie  is  very 
uigry  with  Tacitus,  talks  of  the  devil,  who  was  a  murderer  from  the 
oeginning,  &o.,  &o. 

*  The  Bructeri  were  a  non-Suemn  tribe,  who  dwelt  below  the  duchies 
;f  Oldenburgh  and  Lauenburgh,  on  the  borders  of  the  Lippe,  and  in  the 
darti  Mountains.  It  was  among  them  that  the  priestess  v  elleda  obtainsMi 
ser  renown.  — G. 
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enemies.  Chief's  of  renown  and  power  were  flattered  by  the 
mos:  trifling  presents,  which  they  received  either  as  marks  of 
distinction,  or  as  the  instruments  of  luxury.  In  civil  dissen* 
sions  the  weaker  faction  eniieavored  to  strengthen  its  interest 
by  entering  into  secret  connections  with  the  governors  of  the 
frontier  provinces.  Every  quarrel  among  the  Germans  was 
fomented  by  the  intrigues  of  Rome  ;  and  every  plan  of  union 
and  public  good  was  defeated  by  the  stronger  bias  of  private 
ienlousy  and  interest.^^ 

The  general  conspiracy  which  terrified  the  Romans  under 
tlie  reign  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  comprehended  almost  all  the 
nations  of  Grermany,  and  even  Sarmatia,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Rhine  to  that  of  the  Danube.^  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
determine  whether  this  hasty  confederation  was  formed  by 
necessity,  by  reason,  or  by  passion  ;  but  we  may  rest  assured, 
that  tlie  barbarians  were  neither  allured  by  the  indolence, 
or  provoked  by  the  ambition,  of  the  Roman  monarch.  This 
dangerous  invasion  required  all  the  firmness  and  vigilance  of 
Marcus.  He  fixed  generals  of  ability  in  the  several  stations 
of  attack,  and  assumed  in  person  the  conduct  of  the  most  im- 
portant province  on  the  Upper  Danube.  After  a  long  and 
doubtful  conflict,  the  spirit  of  the  barbarians  was  subdued. 
The  Quadi  and  the  Meut^omanni,^  who  had  t^ken  the  lead  in 
the  war,  were  the  most  severely  punished  in  its  catastrophe. 
Thev  were  commanded  to  retire  five  miles  ^  from  their  own 
banks  of  the  Danube,  and  to  deliver  up  the  flower  of  the  youth, 
who  were  immediately  sent  into  Britain,  a  remote  island,  where 


*'  Many  traces  of  this  policy  may  be  discovered  in  Tacitus  and 
Diem ;  and  many  more  may  be  inferred  ^m  the  principles  of  human 
nature. 

^  Hist.  Aug.  p.  31.  Amniian.  Marcellin.  1.  xxxi.  c.  5.  Aurel. 
Victor.  The  emperor  Marcus  was  reduced  to  sell  the  rich  iumiturc 
of  the  palace,  and  to  enlist  sla  res  and  robbers. 

**  1  he  Marcomanni,  a  ooloq  7,  who,  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine» 
occupicKi  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  had  once  erected  a  great  and  formi  ■ 
dable  monarchy  under  their  king  Maroboduus.  See  8trabo,  1.  vii 
>  290.]     Veil.  Pat.  u.  108.    Tacit.  AnnaL  iL  63.* 

^  Mr.  Wotton  (History  of  Rome,  p.  166)  increases  the  prohibitiott 
to  ten  times  the  distance.    His  reasoning  is  specious,  but  not  eon 
elusive.    Five  miles  were  sufficient  for  a  fortified  barrier. 


*  The  Mark-mannen,  the  March-men  or  borderers.  There  seems  Uttlt 
ieabt  that  this  was  an  appellation,  rather  than  a  proper  name,  of  a  par* 
^f  the  great  Suevian  or  Teutonic  »-ace.  —  M. 
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they  might  be  secure  as  hostages,  and  useful  a&  soldien.** 
On  the  frequent  rebellions  of  the  Quadi  and  Marcomanni,  the 
irritated  emperor  resolved  to  reduce  their  country  into  the 
form  of  a  province.  His  designs  were  disappointed  by  death. 
This  formidable  league,  however,  the  only  one  that  appears  in 
the  two  first  centuries  of  the  Imperial  history,  was  entirely 
dissipated,  without  leaving  any  traces  behind  in  Germany. 

In  the  course  of  this  introdjctory  chapter,  we  have  confined 
ourselves  to  the  general  outlines  of  the  manners  of  Germany, 
without  attempting  to  describe  or  to  distinguish  the  various 
tribes  which  filled  that  great  country  in  the  time  of  Cassar,  of 
Tacitus,  or  of  Ptolemy.  As  the  ancient,  or  as  new  tribes  suc- 
cessively present  themselves  in  the  series  of  this  history,  we 
shall  concisely  mention  their  origin,  their  situation,  and  their 
particular  character.  Modern  nations  are  fixed  and  permanent 
societies,  connected  among  themselves  by  laws  and  govern* 
ment,  bound  to  their  native  soil  by  arts  and  agriculture.  The 
German  tribes  were  voluntary  and  fluctuating  associations  of 
soldiers,  almost  of  savages.  The  same  territory  often  changed 
ks  inhabitants  in  the  tide  of  conquest  and  emigration.  The 
same  communities,  uniting  m  a  plan  of  defence  or  invasion, 
oestowed  a  new  title  on  their  new  confederacy.  The  dis* 
solution  of  an  ancient  confederacy  restored  to  the  independent 
tribes  their  peculiar  but  long-forgotten  appellation.  A  vie* 
lorious  state  oden  communicated  its  own  name  to  a  vanquished 
people.  Sometimes  crowds  of  volunteers  flocked  from  all 
parts  to  the  standard  of  a  favorite  leader ;  his  camp  became 
their  country,  and  some  circumstance  of  the  enterprise  soon 
gave  a  common  denomination  to  the  mixed  multitude.  The 
distinctions  of  the  ferocious  invaders  were  perpetually  varied 
by  themselves,  and  confounded  by  the  astonished  subjects  of 
^he  Roman  empire.®* 

Wars,  and  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  are  the  prin- 
cipal subjects  of  history ;  but  the  number  of  persons  interested 
in  these  busy  scenes  is  very  different,  according  to  the  different 
condition  of  mankind.  In  great  monarchies,  millions  of  obe- 
dient subjects  pursue  their  useful  occupations  in  peace  and 
obscurity.     The  attention  of  the  writer,  as  well  as  of  the 

*  Dion,  L  hod,  and  Ixxii. 

^  See  an  excellent  dissertation  on  the  origin  and  migrationB  of 
nations,  in  the  M^moires  de  TAcademie  des  Liscriptions,  torn.  XTiiii 
|i.  48 — 71.  It  is  seldom  that  thf  antiquarian  and  the  philosopher  an 
10  happily  blended. 
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leader^  is  solely  confined  to  a  court,  a  capital,  a  regular  army 
and  the  districts  which  happen  to  be  the  occasional  scene  of 
military  operations.  But  a  state  of  freedom  and  barbarism 
the  season  of  civil  commotions,  or  the  situation  of  petty  re> 
publics,®^  raises  almost  every  member  of  the  community  into 
action,  and  consequently  into  notice.  The  irregular  divisions, 
and  the  restless  motions,  of  the  people  of  Germany,  dazzle 
our  imagination,  and  seem  to  multiply  their  numbers.  The 
profuse  enumeration  of  kings  and  warriors,  of  armies  ano 
nations,  inclines  us  to  forget  that  the  same  objects  are  continue 
ally  repeated  under  a  variety  of  appellations,  and  that  the 
most  splendid  appellations  have  been  frequently  lavished  on 
the  most  inconsiderable  objects. 

^  ShoTild  we  suspect  that  Atheus  contained  only  21,000  dtiMos, 
and  Sparta  no  more  than  39,000  ?  See  Hume  and  Wallace  on  tha 
Qumber  of  mankind  in  ancient  and  modem  times.* 


*  This  number,  though  too  positively  stated,  is  i>rol>ably  not  hi  wrong 
IS  an  aTerace  estimate.  On  the  subject  of  Athenian  population,  see  m. 
Croix,  AeacL  des  Inscrip.  zlviii.  Boeekh,  Pvblic  Economy  of  Atbans,  i 
17.  Bng.  Trans.  Fynes  Clinton,  Fasti  HeUexid,  vol.  L  p.  381.  The  lattsi 
ftuihor  estimates  the  citiaens  of  SparU  at  SS,C«0.  ^M 


CHAPTER  X. 

THB  BHPEROIS  DBCIUS,  OALLITS,  iBMILIAiniS,  VALBmiAM  AM 
GALLIENVS.  —  THB  GENERAL  IRRUPTION  OF  THB  BALBARI« 
AN8.  —  THE   THIRTY  TYRANTS. 

Prom  the  great  secular  games  celebrated  by  Philip,  to  the 
death  of  the  emperor  Gallienus,  there  elapsed  twenty  yean 
of  shame  and  misfortune.  During  that  calamitous  period 
every  instant  of  time  was  marked,  every  province  of  the 
Roman  world  was  afflicted,  by  barbarous  invaders  and  mili 
tary  tyrants,  and  the  ruined  empire  seemed  to  approach  the 
last  and  fatal  moment  of  its  dissolution.  The  confusion  of 
jhe  times,  and  the  scarcity  of  authentic  memorials,  oppose 
equal  difficulties  to  the  historian,  who  attempts  to  preserve  a 
clear  and  unbroken  thread  of  narration.  Surrounded  with 
imperfect  fragments,  always  concise,  oAen  obscure,  and  some- 
times contradictory,  he  is  reduced  to  collect,  to  compare,  and 
to  conjecture  :  and  though  he  ought  never  to  place  his  con- 
jectures in  the  rank  of  facts,  yet  the  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  and  of  the  sure  operation  of  its  fierce  and  unrestrained 
passions,  might,  on  some  occasions,  supply  the  want  of  histor 
ical  materials. 

There  is  not,  for  instance,  any  difficulty  in  conceiving,  that 
the  succesdve  murders  of  so  many  emperors  had  loosened 
all  the  ties  of  allegiance  between  the  prince  and  people  ;  that 
all  the  generals  of  Philip  were  disposed  to  imitate  the  example 
of  their  master ;  and  that  the  caprice  of  armies,  long  since 
haoituated  to  frequent  and  violent  revolutions,  might  every  da^ 
raise  to  the  throne  the  most  obscure  of  their  fellow-soldiers. 
History  can  only  add,  that  the  rebellion  against  the  emperor 
Philip  broke  out  in  the  summer  of  the  year  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  among  the  legions  of  Msssia  ;  and  that  a  subaltern 
officer,^  named  Marinus,  was  the  object  of  their  seditious 
choice.  Philip  was  alarmed.  He  dreaded  lest  the  treason  of 
the  Mssian  army  should  prove  the  first  spark  of  a  general 

'  The  expressioii  used  by  Zosimus  and  Zonans  may  ngoify  that 
Mahnus  commanded^  a  century,  a  cohort,  or  a  leBion* 
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conflagration.  Distracted  with  he  consciousneflB  of  his  guib 
and  of  his  danger,  he  communicated  the  intelligence  to  the 
senate.  A  gloomy  silence  prevailed,  the  effect  of  fear,  and 
perhaps  of  disaffection  ;  till  at  length  Decius,  one  of  the  assem- 
bly, assuming  a  spirit  worthy  of  his  noble  extraction,  ventured 
to  discover  more  intrepidity  than  the  emperor  seemed  to 
possess.  He  treated  the  whole  business  with  contempt,  as  a 
nasty  and  inconsiderate  tumult,  and  Philip^s  rival  as  a  phantom 
of  royalty,  who  in  a  very  few  days  would  be  destroyed  by  the 
same  inconstancy  that  had  created  him.  The  speedy  comple- 
tion of  the  prophecy  inspired  Philip  with  a  just  esteem  for  so 
able  a  counsellor ;  and  Decius  appeai-ed  to  him  the  only 
person  capable  of  restoring  peace  and  discipline  to  an  army 
whose  tumultuous  spirit  did  not  immediately  subside  after  the 
murder  of  Marinus.  Decius,^  who  long  resisted  his  own 
nomination,  ^eems  to  have  insinuated  the  danger  of  presenting 
a  leader  of  merit  to  the  angry  and  apprehensive  minds  of  the 
soldiers  ;  and  his  prediction  was  again  confirmed  by  the  event 
The  legions  of  Meesia  forced  their  judge  to  become  their 
accomplice.  Thoy  left  him  only  the  alternative  of  death  or  the 
Durple.  His  subsequent  conduct,  af\er  that  decisive  measure, 
was  unavoidable.  He  conducted,  or  followed,  his  army  to  the 
confines  of  Italy,  whither  Philip,  collecting  all  his  force  to 
repel  the  formidable  competitor  whom  he  had  raised  up, 
advanced  to  meet  him.  The  Imperial  troops  were  superior  in 
number;  but  the  rebels  formed  an  army  of  veterans,  com- 
manded by  an  able  and  experienced  leader.  Philip  was  eithei 
killed  in  the  battle,  or  put  to  death  a  few  days  afterwards  at 
Verona.  His  son  and  associate  in  the  empire  was  massacred 
at  Rome  by  the  PrcBtorian  guards ;  and  the  victorious  Decius, 
with  more  favorable  circumstances  than  the  ambition  of  that 
age  can  usually  plead,  was  universally  acknowledged  fay  the 
senate  and  provinces.  It  is  reported,  that)  immediately  afler 
his  reluctant  acceptance  of  the  title  of  Augustus,  he  had 
assured  Philip,  by  a  private  message,  of  his  innocence  and 


'  His  Mrth  at  Bubalia,  a  little  village  in  Faimotiia,  (Eutfop.  \x» 
Victor,  in  Cfesarib.  et  Epltom.,)  seems  to  oontradiot,  unless  it  was 
merely  accidental,  his  supposed  descent  from  the  Beoii.  Six  hundrea 
years  had  bestowed  nobihty  on  the  Decii :  but  at  the  commenoement 
of  that  period,  they  were  only  plebeians  of  merit,  and  among  the 
&rBt  who  shared  the  consulship  with  the  haughty  patricians.  Plebein 
DMlorum  animee,  &c.  Juvenal,  8a* .  viiL  264.  Bee  the  spirited  Bpee<:ii 
(d  Decius,  in  livy,  x.  9.  10. 
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loyal^  ■olemnly  pit>testing,  that,  on  his  arrival  in  Italy,  he 
^ould  resign  the  Imperial  ornaments,  and  return  to  the  con* 
dition  of  an  obedient  subject  His  professions  mighi  be  sin* 
cere ;  but  in  the  situation  where  fortune  had  placed  him,  it 
WB»  scarcely  poesible  that  he  could  either  forgive  or  be  for* 
given.' 

The  emperor  Decius  had  employed  a  few  months  in  the 
works  of  peace  and  the  administration  of  justice,  when  he 
was  summoned  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube  by  the  invasion  of 
•he  Goths  This  is  the  first  considerable  occasion  in  which 
history  mentions  that  great  people,  who  afterwards  broke  the 
Roman  power,  sacked  the  Capitol,  and  reigned  in  Gaul,  Spain, 
and  Italy.  So  memorable  was  the  part  which  they  acted  m 
the  subversion  of  the  Western  empire,  that  the  name  of  Goths 
is  frequently  but  improperly  used  as  a  general  appellation  of 
rude  and  warlike  barbarism. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  sixth  century,  and  after  the  con- 
quest of  Italy,  the  Goths,  in  possession  of  present  greatnesa 
very  naturally  indulged  themselves  in  the  prospect  of  past 
and  of  future  glory.  They  wished  to  preserve  the  memory  of 
their  ancestors,  and  to  transmit  to  posterity  their  own  achieve- 
ments. The  principal  minister  of  the  court  of  Ravenna,  the 
learned  Cassiodorus,  gratified  the  inclination  of  the  conquerors 
in  a  Gothic  history,  which  consisted  of  twelve  books,  now  re- 
duced to  the  imperfect  abridgment  of  Jornandes.^  These 
writers  passed  vriih  the  most  artful  conciseness  over  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  nation,  celebrated  its  successful  valor,  and 
adorned  the  triumph  with  many  Asiatic  trophies,  that  more 
properly  belonged  to  the  people  of  Scythia.  On  the  faith  of 
ancient  songs,  the  uncertain,  but  the  only  memorials  of  bar- 
barians, they  deduced  the  first  origin  of  the  Goths  from  the 
vast  island,  or  peninsula,  of  Scandinavia.^  *     That  extreme 


'  Zosimi^ifi,  1.  i.  p.  20,  c.  22.     Zonaras,  1.  xii.  p.  624,  edit.  Louvre. 

*  See  the  prefaces  of  Cassiodorus  and  Jomandes :  it  is  surprisin^^ 
that  the  latter  should  be  omitted  in  the  excellent  edition,  published  by 
Grotius,  of  the  Gothic  writers. 

*  On  the  authority  of  Ablavius,  Jomandes  quotes  some  old  Gothic 
chronicles  in  verse.      De  Reb.  Getiois,  c.  4. 


*  The  Gk>th«  have  inhabited  Scandinayia,  but  it  was  not  their  origins) 
Habitation.  This  great  nation  was  ancie^itl/  of  the  SueTian  race ;  it  oecn* 
pied,  in  the  time  of  Tacitus,  and  long  bifore,  Meoklenburgh,  Pomerania, 
vonthem  Prussia,  and  the  north-west  of  Poland.    A  littl«  before  tbe  birtb 

15 
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country  of  the  North  was  not  unknown  to  the  2ouqueror8  oi 
Italy :  the  ties  of  ancient  consanguinity  had  hee:i  strengthened 
by  recent  offices  of  friendship ;  and  a  Scandinavian  king  had 
cheerfully  abdicated  his  savage  greatness,  that  he  might  pass 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  peaceful  and  p  >li8hed  courf 
of  Bavenna.^  Many  vestiges,  which  cannot  be  ascribed  to 
the  arts  of  popular  vanity,  attest  the  ancient  residence  of  the 
Goths  in  the  countries  beyond  the  Baltic.  From  the  time  of 
the  geographer  Ptolemy,  the  southern  part  of  Sweden  seem« 
to  have  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  less  enterprising 
remnant  of  the  nation,  and  a  large  territory  is  even  at  present 
divided  into  east  and  west  Gothland.  During  the  middle  ages, 
(from  the  ninth  to  the  twelfth  centurj^)  whilst  Christianity 
was  advancing  with  a  slow  progress  into  the  North,  the  Gotha 
and  the  Swedes  composed  two  distinct  and  sometimes  hostile 

*  Jomandes,  e.  3. 


of  J.  C,  and  in  the  first  yean  of  that  century,  they  belonged  to  the  kin^ 
dom  of  Marbod,  king  of  the  Marcomanni :  but  Cotwalda,  a  ;^oung  Gothi  j 
prince,  deliyered  them  from  that  tyranny,  and  established  ms  own  power 
over  the  kingdom  of  the  Marcomanni,  already  much  weakened  by  the  Tic* 
lories  of  Tiberius.  The  power  of  the  Goths  at  that  time  must  haye  been 
great :  it  was  probably  from  them  that  the  Sinus  Codanus  (the  Baltic)  took 
this  name,  as  it  was  afterwards  called  Mare  Sueyicum,  and  Mare  Venedi- 
cum,  during  the  superiority  of  the  proper  Sue-n  and  the  Venedi.  The 
epoch  in  which  the  Goths  passed  into  Scandinavia  is  unknown.  See 
Adelung,  Hist,  of  Anc.  Germany,  p.  200.    Gatterer,  Hist.  Univ.  458.  —  G. 

M.  St.  Martin  observes,  that  the  Scandinavian  descent  of  the  Goths  restf 
on  the  authority  of  Jomandes,  who  professed  to  derive  it  from  the  tradi 
tions  of  the  Goths.    He  is  supported  by  Procopius  and  Paulus  Biaconus 
Yet  the  Goths  are  unquestionably  the  same  with  the  Getae  of  the  earliei 
historians.    St.  Martin,  note  on  Le  Beau,  Hist,  du  bas  Empire,  iii.  324 
The  identity  of  the  Getse  and  Goths  is  by  no  means  generally  admitted. 
On  the  whole,  they  seem  to  be  one  vast  branch  of  the  indo-Teutonic  race, 
who  spread  irregularly  towards  the  north  of  Europe,  and  at  different  peri- 
ods, and  in  dinerent  regions,  came  in  contact  with  the  more  dvim^d 
nations  of  the  south.    At  this  period,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  zeflui 
cf  these  Gothic  tribes  from  the  North. 

Malte  Brun  considers  that  there  are  strong  grounds  for  receiving  the 
Islandic  traditions  commented  by  the  Danish  Yarro,  M.  Suhm.  From 
these,  and  the  voyage  of  Pythras,  which  Malte  Biun  considers  ffenuine. 
the  Goths  were  in  possessior.  of  Scandinavia,  Ey-Grothland,  250  yean 
before  J.  C,  and  of  a  tract  on  he  continent  (Reid-Gothland^  between  the 
mouths  of  the  Vistula  and  the  Oder.  In  their  southern  migration,  they 
followed  the  course  of  the  Vistula ;  afterwards,  of  the  Dnieper.  Maltt 
Brun,  Geomr.  i.  p.  387,  edit.  1832.  Geijer,  the  historian  of  Sweden,  ablj 
maintains  tne  Scandinavian  o  '  nu  of  the  Goths.  The  Gothic  language 
Mcordinff  to  Bopp,  is  the  link  k  ctween  the  Sanscrit  and  the  modem  Teu- 
tonic difuects :  **  I  think  that  I  am  reading  Sanscrit  when  I  am  reading 
UlphiUs."  Bopp  Conjugations  System  der  Sanscrit  Spracke,  prefact 
p  X  —  M. 
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members  of  the  saino  monarchy.''  The  latter  of  the6e  two 
names  has  prevailed  without  extinguishing  the  former.  The 
Swedes,  who  might  well  be  satisfied  with  their  own  fame  in 
arms,  have,  in  every  age,  claimed  the  kindred  glory  of  tha 
Goths.  In  a  moment  of  discontent  against  the  court  of  Rome, 
Charles  the  Twelfth  iiLsinuated,  that  his  victorious  troops  were 
not  degenerated  from  their  brave  ancestors,  who  had  already 
iubdued  the  mistress  of  the  world.^ 

Till  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century,  a  celebrated  temple 
subsisted  at  Upsal,  the  most  considerable  town  of  the  Swedes 
and  Groths.  It  was  enriched  with  the  gold  which  the  Scandi- 
navians had  acquired  in  their  piratical  adventures,  and  sanc- 
tified by  the  uncouth  representations  of  the  three  principal 
deities,  the  god  of  war,  the  goddess  of  generation,  and  the 
god  of  thunder.  In  the  general  festival,  that  was  solemnized 
every  ninth  year,  nine  animals  of  every  species  (without  ex- 
cepting the  human)  were  sacrificed,  and  their  bleeding  bodies 
suspended  in  the  sacred  grove  adjacent  to  the  temple.^  The 
only  traces  that  now  subsist  of  this  barbaric  superstition  are 
contained  in  the  Edda,*  a  system  of  mythology,  compiled  in 
Iceland  about  the  thirteenth  century,  and  studied  by  the 
learned  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  as  the  most  valuable  re 
mains  of  their  ancient  traditions. 

Notwithstanding  the  mysterious  obscurity  of  the  Edda,  we 
can  easily  distinguish  two  persons  confounded  under  the  name 
of  Odin ;  the  god  of  war,  and  the  great  legislator  of  Scandi- 
navia. The  latter,  the  Mahomet  of  the  North,  instituted  a 
religion  adapted  to  the  climate  and  to  the  people.  Numerous 
tribes  on  either  side  of  the  Baltic  were  subdued  by  the  invin- 

^  See  in  the  Prolegomena  of  Orotius  some  large  extracts  from  Adan 
of  Bremen,  and  Saxo-G^mmaticus.  The  former  wrote  in  the  yeai 
1077,  the  latter  flourished  about  the  year  1200. 

^•Voltaire,  Histoire  de  Charles  XII.  1.  iii.  When  the  Austrian 
desired  the  aid  of  the  oo'irt  of  Rome  against  Gustavus  Adolphus 
they  always  represented  hat  conqueror  as  the  lineal  successor  of 
Aittdc.    Harte's  History  of  Q-ustavus,  voL  il.  p.  123. 

*  See  Adam  of  Bremen  in  G-rotii  Prolegomenis,  p.  105.  The  tem- 
ple of  Uiwal  was  destroyed  by  Ingo,  king  of  Sweden,  who  began  his 
reign  in  the  year  1075,  and  about  fourscore  years  afterwards  a  Chxis- 
*ian  cathedral  was  erected  on  its  ruins.  See  Dalin's  History  of 
Sweden,  In  the  Biblioth^ue  Raisonn^e. 


*  The  Eddas  hare  at  length  been  made  accessible  to  Eurc  pean  Kcholan 
ay  the  completion  of  the  publication  of  the  Saemundine  jSdda  by  thff 
iLraa  Mi^iean  Commission,  in  3  vols.  4to.,  with  a  copi(U8  lexicon  of 
Lorthem  mythology.  — M. 
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cible  valor  of  Odin,  by  his  persuasive  eloquence,  and  l/y  the 
fame  which  he  acquired  of  a  most  skilful  magician.  Th€ 
faith  that  he  had  propagated,  during  a  long  and  prosperouk 
life,  he  confirmed  by  a  voluntary  death.  Apprehensive  of 
the  ignominious  approach  of  disease  and  infirmity,  he  resolved 
to  expire  as  became  a  warrior.  In  a  solemn  assembly  of  the 
Swedes  and  Goths,  he  wounded  himself  in  nine  mortal  places, 
hastening  away  (as  he  asserted  with  his  dying  voice)  to  pre- 
pare the  feast  of  heroes  in  the  palace  of  the  God  of  war.^® 

The  native  and  proper  habitation  of  Odin  is  distinguished 
by  the  appellation  of  As-gard.  The  happy  resemblance  of 
that  name  with  As-burg,  or  As-of,^^  words  of  a  similar  signifi- 
cation, has  given  rise  to  an  historical  system  of  so  pleasing  a 
contexture,  that  we  could  almost  Mrish  to  persuade  ourselves 
of  its  truth.  It  is  supposed  that  Odin  was  the  chief  of  a  tribe 
of  barbarians  which  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the  Lake  Mesotis, 
till  the  fall  of  Mithridates  and  the  arms  of  Pompey  menaced 
he  North  with  servitude.  That  Odin,  yielding  with  indignant 
ury  .o  a  power  wnich  he  was  unable  to  resist,  conducted  his 
tribe  from  the  frontiers  of  the  Asiatic  Sarmatia  into  Sweden 
with  the  great  design  of  forming,  in  that  inaccessible  retrea 
of  freedom,  a  religion  and  a  people,  which,  in  some  remote 
age,  might  be  subservient  to  his  immortal  revenge ;  when  his 
mvincible  Goths,  armed  with  martial  fanaticism,  should  issue 
in  numerous  swarms  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  Polar 
circle,  to  chastise  the  oppressors  of  mankind. ^^ 


'**  Mallet,  Introduction  k  THistoire  du  Dannemarc. 

"  Mallet,  c.  iv.  p.  65,  has  collected  from  Strabo,  Pliny,  Ptolemy, 
and  Stephanns  Byzantinus,  the  vestiges  of  such  a  city  and  people. 

*'  This  wonderful  expedition  of  Odin,  which,  by  deducing  the 
enmity  of  the  Goths  and  Komans  from  so  memorable  a  ca\ise,  might 
supply  the  noble  groundwork  of  an  epic  poem,  cannot  safely  be 
reoeived  as  authentic  history.  According  to  Uie  obvious  sense  of  the 
Edda,  and  the  interpretation  of  the  most  skilful  critics,  As*gard, 
instead  of  denoting  a  real  city  of  the  'Asiatic  Sarmatia,  is  the  *ficti 
tious  appellation  of  the  mystic  abode  of  the  gods,  the  Olympus  of 
Scandinavia;  from  whence  the  prophet  was  supposed  to  descend, 
when  he  announced  his  new  religion  to  the  Gothic  nations,  who  were 
already  seated  in  the  southern  parts  of  Sweden.* 


*  A  curious  letter  may  be  consulted  on  this  subject  from  the  Swede,  Ihre 
eounsellor  in  the  Chancery  of  Upsal,  printed  at  XTpsal  by  Edman^  in  1772 
%nd  translated  into  German  by  M.  SchlOser.  Gottingen,  pnnted  fei 
Dietericht,  1779.  — G. 

Qibbon,  at  a  later  period  of  his  work  recanted  his  opinion  of  the  tmtk 


OP  THE  mOMAN   BMPISI.  880 

If  8u  many  BUGceasive  generations  of  Groths  were  caxmbi* 
01  pfmerving  a  faint  tradition  of  their  Scandinayian  origin,  we 
muat  not  expect,  from  such  unlettered  barbarians,  any  diatinet 
accfiunt  of  the  time  and  circumstances  of  their  emigration. 
To  cross  the  Baltic  was  an  easy  and  natural  attempt.  The 
inhabitants  of  Sweden  were  masters  of  a  sufficient  numbei 
of  large  Tessels,  with  oars,^^  and  the  distance  is  little  more 
than  one  hundred  miles  from  Carlscroon  to  the  nearest  ports 
of  Pomerania  and  Prussia.  Here,  at  length,  we  land  on  firm 
and  historic  ground.  At  least  as  early  as  the  Christian  cera,^* 
and  as  late  as  the  age  of  the  Antonines,^^  the  Goths  wer* 
established  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Vistula,  and  in  that  fer- 
tile province  where  the  commercial  cities  of  Thorn,  Elbing, 
Koningsberg,  and  Dantzick,  were  long  afterwards  founded. ^^ 
Westward  of  the  Goths,  the  numorous  tribes  of  the  Vandals 
wure  spread  along  the  banks  of  the  Oder,  and  the  sea- coast 
ot  Pomerania  and  Mecklenburgh.  A  striking  resemblance 
of  manners,  complexion,  religion,  and  language,  seemed  tu 
vidicate  that  the  Vandals  and  the  Groths  were  originally  one 
great  people.*^  The  latter  appear  to  have  been  subdivided 
into  Ostrogoths,  Visigoths,  and   Gepidse.^^     The   distinction 

"  Tacit.  Germania,  c.  44. 

**  Tacit.  AnnaL  u.  62.  If  we  could  yield  a  firm  assent  to  the  nayi- 
gations  of  Pytheas  of  Marseilles,  we  must  allow  that  the  Goths  had 
passed  the  Baltic  at  least  three  hundred  years  before  Christ. 

>*  Ptolany,  L  ii. 

*'  By  the  German  colonies  who  followed  the  arms  of  the  Teutonic 
knights.  The  conquest  and  conyersion  of  Prussia  were  completed  by 
those  adventurets  in  the  thirteenth  century. 

'^  Pliny  ^Hist.  Natur.  iv.  14)  and  Procoplus  (in  Bell.  YandaL  L  i. 
c.  1)  agree  in  this  opinion.  They  lived  in  distant  ages,  and  possessed 
different  means  of  investigating  the  truth. 

^  The  Ottro  and  Tm,  the  eastern  and  western  Goths,  obtained 
those  denominationi  from  their  original  seats  in  Scandinavia.*    In 

of  this  expedition  of  Odin.  The  Asiatic  origin  of  the  Qoths  is  almost 
ecrtain  from  the  affinity  of  their  language  to  the  Sanscrit  and  Persian ; 
Vut  their  aerthem  migration  must  have  taken  place  long  before  the  period 
«f  history.  The  transformation  of  the  deity  Odin  into  a  warrior  chieftain, 
and  the  whole  legend  of  his  establishment  in  Scandinavia,  is  probably  a 
theory  of  the  northern  writers,  when  all  mythology  was  reduced  to  hero 
worship.  i^Mk 

*  It  was  not  in  Scandinavia  that  the  Goths  werv  divided  into  Ostrogoths 
and  Visiffoths ;  that  division  took  place  after  their  irruption  into  Dacia  in 
the  third  century :  those  who  came  from  Mecklenburgh  and  Pc  meranis 
vera  called  Visigoths ;  those  who  came  from  the  south  of  Prussia,  and  th* 
aorth-wfst  of  Poland,  called  themselves  Ostrogoths.  Adelung,  Hist.  AU 
p  aoe.    Oattmr.  HUt.  Ualv.  491.  ^G. 
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ftmong  the  Vandals  was  more  strongly  marked  by  the  inde* 
pendens  names  of  Heruli,  Burgundians,  Lombards,  and  a 
variety  of  other  petty  states,  many  of  which,  in  a  future  age^ 
expanded  themselves  into  powerful  monarchies.* 

In  the  age  of  the  Antonin'3S,  the  Goths  were  still  seated  in 
Prussia.  About  the  reign  o  !*  Alexander  Sevevus,  the  Homan 
province  of  Dacia  had  already  experiences^  their  proximity 
by  frequent  and  destructive  broads.  ^^    In  this  interval,  there- 


a11  their  future  marches  and  settlements  they  preserved,  with  theii 
names,  the  same  relative  situation.  When  they  first  departed  froD 
Sweden,  the  in&mt  colony  was  contained  in  three  vessels,  llie  third, 
being  a  heavy  sailer,  lagged  behind,  and  the  crew,  which  afterwards 
Bwelled  into  a  nation,  received  from  that  circumstance  the  appellation 
of  Gepidse  or  Loiterers.    Jomandes,  c.  17. 

**  See  a  fragment  of  Peter  Patricius  in  the  Excerpta  Legattonum ; 
and  with  resiffd  to  its  probable  date,  see  Tillemont,  Hist,  des  Bmpo- 
reurs,  torn.  iiL  p.  346. 


*  This  opinion  is  by  no  means  probable.  The  YandaU  and  the  Oothi 
^ually  belonffed  to  the  great  division  of  the  Suevi,  but  the  two  tribes 
were  very  different.  Those  who  have  treated  on  this  part  of  history, 
appear  to  me  to  have  neglected  to  remark  that  the  ancients  almost  always 
gave  the  name  of  the  dominant  and  conquering  people  to  all  the  weaker 
and  conquered  races.  So  Pliny  calls  Vindeli,  Vandals,  all  the  people  Ot 
the  north-east  of  Europe,  because  at  that  epoch  the  Vandals  were  doubtless 
the  conquering  tribe.  Cesar,  on  the  contrary,  ranges  under  the  name  of 
Suevi,  many  of  the  tribes  whom  Pliny  reckons  as  Vandals,  because  the 
Suevi,  properly  so  called,  were  then  the  most  powerful  tribe  in  Germany. 
When  the  Gk)ths,  become  in  their  turn  conquerors,  had  subjueated  the 
nations  whom  they  encountered  on  their  way,  these  nations  Tost  their 
name  with  their  liberty,  and  became  of  Gothic  origin.  The  Vandals  them- 
selves were  then  considered  as  Goths ;  the  Hermi,  the  Gepids,  &c.,  suf- 
fered the  same  fate.  A  common  origin  was  thus  attiibuted  to  tribes  who 
had  only  been  united  by  the  conquests  of  some  dominant  nation,  and  this 
confusion  has  ^iven  rise  to  a  number  of  historical  errors.  —  G. 

M.  St.  Martm  has  a  learned  note  (to  Le  Beau,  v.  261)  on  the  origin  of 
the  Vandals.  The  difficulty  appears  to  be  in  rejecting  the  dose  analogy 
of  the  name  with  the  Vend  or  Wendish  race,  who  were  of  Sclavonian,  not 
of  Saevian  or  German,  origin.  M.  St.  Martin  supposes  that  the  different 
races  spread  from  the  head  of  the  Adriatic  to  tne  Baltic,  and  even  the 
Veneti,  on  the  shores  of  the  Adriatic,  the  Vindelici,  the  tribes  which  gave 
their  name  to  Vindobona,  Vindoduna,  Vindonissa,  were  branches  or  the 
same  stock  with  the  Sclavonian  Venedi,  who  at  one  time  ffave  their  name 
to  the  Baltic :  that  they  all  spoke  dialects  of  the  Wendish  language,  which 
still  prevails  m  Carintnia,  Camiola,  part  of  Bohemia,  and  Lusatia,  and  ii 
hardly  extinct  in  Mecklenbui^h  and  Pomerania.  The  Vandal  race,  once 
so  fearfully  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  has  so  utterly  perished 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  we  are  not  aware  that  any  vestiges  of  their 
language  can  be  traced,  so  as  to  throw  light  on  the  disputed  question  of 
their  uerman,  their  Sclavonian,  or  independent  origin.  The  weight  of 
•adent  authority  seems  against  M.  St.  Martin's  opinion.  Compare,  on  the 
Vandals,  Malte  Brum  L  SM.    Also  G  bbon's  note,  c.  xli.  a.  88b  — M. 
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fore,  of  about  ^sevdnty  years,  we  must  place  the  secono  migra 
tion  of  the  Gothe  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Euxine ;  but  the  cause 
that  produced  it  lies  concealed  among  the  various  motives 
which  actuate  the  conduct  of  unsettled  barbarians.  Either  a 
pestilence  or  a  famine,  a  victory  or  a  defeat,  an  oracle  of  the 
gods  or  the  eloquence  of  a  daring  leader,  were  sufficie.it  to 
impel  the  Grothic  arms  on  the  milder  climates  of  the  south. 
Besides  the  influence  of  a  martial  religion,  the  numbers  and 
spirit  of  the  Goths  were  oqual  to  the  most  dangerous  adven- 
tures. The  use  of  round  bucklers  and  short  swords  rendered 
them  formidable  in  a  close  engagement ;  the  manly  obedience 
which  they  yielded  to  hereditary  kings,  gave  uncommon  unior 
and  stability  to  their  councils :  ^  and  the  renowned  Amala 
the  hero  of  that  age,  and  the  tenth  ancestor  of  Theodoric, 
king  of  Italy,  enforced,  by  the  ascendant  of  personal  merit,  the 
prerogative  of  his  birth,  which  he  derived  from  the  Arises^  oi 
demigods  of  the  Gothic  nation .^^ 

The  fame  of  a  great  enterprise  excited  the  bravest  warriors 
from  all  the  Vandalic  states  of  Grermany,  many  of  whom  are 
Been  a  few  years  afterwards  combating  under  the  common 
standard  of  the  Groths.^  The  first  motions  of  the  emigrants 
carried  them  to  the  banks  of  the  Prypec,  a  river  universally 
conceived  by  the  ancients  to  be  the  southern  branch  of  the 
Borysihenes.^3  The  windings  of  that  great  stream  through 
the  plains  of  Poland  and  Russia  gave  a  direction  to  their  line 
of  march,  and  a  constant  supply  of  fresh  water  and  pasturage 
to  their  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  They  followed  the  un- 
known course  of  the  river,  confident  in  their  valor,  and  care- 
less, of  whatever  power  might  oppose  their  progress.  The 
Bastamae  and  the  Venedi  were  the  first  who  presented  them- 
selves ;  and  the  flower  of  their  youth,  either  from  choice  or 
compulsiDn,  increased  the  Gothic  army.    The  Bastarnse  dwelt 

*°  Omnium  hanim  gentium  insigne,  rotunda  scuta,  breves  gladii,  et 
erga  reges  obsequium.  Tadt.  Germania»  c.  43.  The  Goths  probahly 
required  their  iron  by  the  commerce  )f  amber. 

^  JTomandes,  c.  13,  14. 

"  The  HeruJi,  and  the  Uregundi  or  Burgundi,  are  pardcularly 
mentioned.  See  Mascou's  History  of  the  Germans,  1.  v.  A  passage 
in  the  Augustan  EUstory,  p.  28,  seems  ^o  allude  to  this  great  emigra> 
tion.  The  Marcomannic  war  was  partly  occasioned  by  the  pressurfl 
of  barbarous  tribes,  who  fled  before  the  arms  of  more  northern 
barbarians. 

"  D'Anville,  Geographie  Ancienne,  and  the  thint  part  of  his  incom 
psrable  map  cf  Europe. 
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on  the  noitharn  side  of  the  Carpathian  Mountains :  *hA  inn* 
mense  tract  of  land  tiiat  separated  the  Bastarnse  from  ihe 
savages  of  Finland  was  possessed,  or  rather  wasted,  by  the 
Venedi ;  ^^  we  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  first  of 
these  nations,  which  distinguished  itself  in  the  Macedonian 
war,25  and  was  afterwards  divided  into  the  formidable  tribet 
of  the  Peucini,  the  Borani,  the  Carpi,  &c.,  derived  its  origin 
from  the  Germans.*  With  better  authority,  a  Sarmatian 
extraction  may  be  assigned  to  the  Venedi,  who  rendereo 
themselves  so  famous  in  the  middle  ages.^^  But  the  confu- 
sion of  blood  and  manners  on  that  doubtful  frontier  often  per* 
plexed  the  most  accurate  observers.^?  As  the  Goths  advanced 
near  the  Euxine  Sea,  they  encountered  a  purer  race  of  Sar- 
matians,  the  Jazyges,  the  Alani,|  and  the  Roxolani ;  and  they 
were  probably  the  first  Germans  who  saw  the  mouths  of  the 
Borysthenes,  and  of  the  Tanais.  If  we  inquire  into  the  char- 
acteristic marks  of  the  people  of  Germany  and  of  Sarmatia, 
we  shall  discover  that  those  two  great  portions  of  human  kind 
were  principally  distinguished  by  fixed  huts  or  movable  tentsi 
by  a  close  dress  or  flowing  garments,  by  the  marriage  of  onfl 


•*  Tacit,  Germania,  c.  46. 

••  Cluver.  Germ.  Antiqua,  1.  iii.  c.  48. 

*  The  Venedi,  the  Slavi,  and  the  Antes,  were  the  three  great  tribes 
of  the  same  people.    Jomandes,  e.  24.t 

'^  Tacitus  most  assuredly  deserves  that  title,  and  even  his  cautioui 
suspense  is  a  proof  of  his  diligent  inquiries. 


*  The  Bastamae  cannot  be  considered  original  inhabitants  of  Germany ; 
Strabo  and  Tacitus  appear  to  doubt  it ;  Pliny  alone  calls  them  Germa'ns ; 
Ptolemy  and  Dion  treat  them  as  Scythians,  a  va^e  appellation  at  this 
period  of  history  ;  Livy,  Plutarch,  and  Diodorus  Siculus,  call  them  Gauls, 
and  this  is  the  most  probable  opinion.  They  descended  from  the  Gaula 
who  entered  Germany  under  Signoesus.  They  are  always  found  associated 
with  other  Gaulish  tribes,  such  as  the  Boii,  tne  Taurisci,  &c.,  and  not  to 
the  German  tribes.  The  names  of  their  chiefs  or  princes,  Ohlonix,  Ghlon- 
dicus,  Deldon,  are  not  German  names.  Those  who  were  settled  in  the 
island  of  Pence  in  the  Danube,  took  the  name  of  Peucini. 

The  Carpi  appear  in  237  as  a  Suevian  tribe  who  had  made  an  irruption 
into  Meesia.  Afterwards  they  reappear  under  the  Ostrogoths,  with  when 
they  were  probably  blended.    Adelung,  p.  236,  278.  —  G. 

t  They  formed  the  great  Sclayonian  nation.  —  G. 

X  Jac.  Keineggs  supposed  that  he  had  found,  in  the  mountains  of  Can 
easus,  some  descendants  of  the  Alani.  The  Tartars  call  them  Edeki 
Alan :  they  speak  a  peculiar  dialect  of  the  ancient  language  of  the  Tartan 
of  Caucasus.     See  J.  Reineggs'  Descr.  of  Caucasus,  p.  11,  13.  —G. 

According  to  Klaproth,  they  are  the  Ossetes  of  the  present  day  n 
Mount  Caucasus,  and  were  *\e  same  with  the  Albanians  of  antiquity 
Uaivoth,  Tableaux  Hist,  de    Asie,  p.  180.  —  M.  ' 
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or  of  wveral  wivefi^  by  a  military  force,  consisting,  for  the 
most  ffxn^  either  of  iafantry  or  cavalry ;  and  above  ail,  by  the 
t»c  of  the  Teutonic,  or  of  the  Sclavonian  language  ;  the  last 
of  which  has  been  diffused  by  conquest,  from  the  confines  of 
Italy  to  the  neighborhood  of  Japcm. 

The  Goths  were  now  in  possession  of  the  Ukmine,  a  country 
of  considerable  extent  and  uncommon  fertility,  intersected 
with  navigable  rivers,  which,  from  either  side,  discharge 
themselves  into  the  Borysthenes ;  and  interspersed  with  large 
and  lofty  forests  of  oaks.  The  plenty  of  game  and  fish,  the 
innumerable  bee-hives  deposited  in  the  hollow  of  old  trees, 
and  in  the  cavities  of  rocks,  and  forming,  even  in  that  rude 
age,  a  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  the  size  of  the  cattle,  the 
temperature  of  the  air,  the  aptness  of  the  soil  for  every  species 
of  grain,  and  the  luxuriancy  of  the  vegetation,  all  displayed 
the  liberality  of  Nature,  and  tempted  the  industry  of  man.^ 
But  the  Goths  withstood  all  these  temptations,  and  still  adhered 
to  a  life  of  idleness,  of  poverty,  and  of  rapine. 

The  Scythian  hordes,  which,  towards  the  east,  bordered  on 
the  new  settlements  of  the  Goths,  presented  nothing  to  tkeii 
anns,  except  the  doubtful  chance  of  an  unprofitable  victory 
But  the  prospect  of  the  Roman  territories  was  far  more  allur 
mg  ;  and  the  fields  of  Dacia  were  covered  with  rich  harvests 
sown  by  ^e  hands  of  an  industrious,  and  exposed  to  be  gath- 
ered by  those  of  a  warlike,  people.  It  is  probable  that  the 
conquests  of  Trajan,  maintained  by  his  successors,  less  fof 
any  real  advantage  than  for  ideal  dignity,  had  contributed  ta 
weaken  the  empire  on  that  side.  The  new  and  unsettiea 
province  of  Dacia  was  neither  strong  enough  to  resist,  not 
rich  enough  to  satiate,  the  rapaciousness  of  the  barbarians. 
As  long  as  the  remote  banks  of  the  Niester  were  considered 
as  the  boundary  of  the  Roman  power,  the  fortifications  of  the 
Lower  Danube  were  more  carelessly  guarded,  and  the  inhab- 
itants of  Msesia  lived  in  supine  security,  fondly  conceiving 
themselves  at  an  inaccessible  distance  from  any  barbarian 
invaders.  The  irruptions  of  the  Goths,  under  the  reign  of 
Philip,  fatally  convmced  them  of  their  mistake.  The  king, 
•r  leader,  of  that  fierce  nation,  traversed  with  contempt  the 

**  Genealogical  History  of  the  Tartan,  p.  f  93.  Mr.  Bell  (vol.  ii.  p^ 
179)  travenea  the  Ukraine,  in  his  joiuney  fiom  Petersborgh  to  Con- 
itantinople.  The  modem  fiaoe  of  ^e  country  is  a  just  representatioD 
of  the  ancient,  since,  in  the  hands  of  the  Cossacks,  it  stiU  remains  iv 
H  state  of  nature* 

i5» 
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province  of  Dacia,  and  passed  both  the  Niestei  and  tnci 
Danube  without  encountering  any  opposition  capable  of  re 
tarding  his  progress.  The  relaxed  discipline  of  the  Romap 
troops  betrayed  the  most  important  posts,  where  they  werp 
stationed,  and  the  fear  of  deserved  punishment  induced  greai 
numbers  of  them  to  enlist  under  the  Gothic  standard.  The 
rnrious  multitude  of  barbarians  appeared,  at  length,  undo^ 
the  walls  of  Marcianopoli  s,  a  city  built  by  Trajan  in  honor 
of  his  sister,  and  at  that  time  the  capital  of  the  second 
MsBsia.^  The  inhabitanfs  consented  to  ransom  their  lives 
and  property  by  the  payment  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  and 
the  invaders  retreated  back  into  their  deserts,  animated,  rathei 
than  satisfied,  with  the  first  success  of  their  arms  against  an 
opulent  but  feeble  countrj-.  Intelligence  was  soon  transmitted 
to  the  emperor  Decius,  that  Cniva,  king  of  the  Goths,  had 
passed  the  Danube  a  second  time,  with  more  considerable 
forces ;  that  his  numerous  detachments  scattered  devastatior 
over  the  province  of  Maesia,  whilst  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  consisting  of  seventy  thousand  Germans  and  Sarma 
tiams,  a  force  equal  to  the  most  daring  achievements,  requirec 
ihe  presence  of  the  Roman  monarch,  and  the  exertion  of  hii 
military  power. 

Decius  found  the  Goths  engaged  before  Nicopolis,  on  tht 
Jatrus,  one  of  the  many  monuments  of  Trajan's  victories.* 
On  his  approach  they  raised  the  siege,  hut  with  a  design  on!) 
of  marching  away  to  a  conquest  of  greater  importance,  the 
siege  of  Philippopolis,  a  city  of  Thrace,  founded  by  the  fathei 
of  Alexander,   near  the   foot  of  Mount  Hsemus.^i     Deciuf 

^  In  the  sixteenth,  chapter  of  Jornandes,  instead  of  secundo  Msesiam, 
we  may  venture  to  substitute  secundamt  the  second  Maesia,  of  which 
Marcianopolis  was  certainly  the  capital.  (See  Hierocles.do  Provinciis, 
and  Wesseling  ad  locum,  p.  636.  Itinerar.)  It  is  surprising  how 
zhia  palpable  error  of  the  scribe  could  escape  the  judicious  correctioc 
jf  Grotius.* 

*^  The  place  is  8tiU  called  Nicop.  D'Anville,  Geographie  Ancienne. 
torn.  i.  p.  307.  The  little  stream,  on  whose  banks  it  stood,  falls  into 
the  Danube. 

'*  Stephan.  Byzant.  de  Urbibus,  p.  740.  Wesseling,  Itinerar.  p- 
136.  Zonaras,  by  an  odd  mistake,  ascribes  the  foundation  of  Philip- 
popolis to  the  immediate  predecessor  of  Deoiiis.t 


*  Laden  has  obserred  that  Jornandes  mentions  two  passages  oyer  th* 
Danube ;  this  relates  to  the  second  irruption  into  Miesia.  Gescbichte  dc^ 
r.  V.iLp.448.— M. 

f  Now  Philippopolis  or  Philiba ;  its  situation  among  the  hills  caused  ii 
ko  be  also  called  Trimontium.    D'Aut  lie,  Oeog.  Anc.  i.  295.  —  O. 
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followed  them  through  a  difficult  countr /,  and  bv  forced 
marches;  but  when  he  imagined  himself  at  a  considerable 
distance  irom  the  rear  of  the  Goths,  Oiiva  turned  with  rapid 
fury  on  his  pursuers.  The  camp  of  the  Romans  was  sur- 
prised and  pillaged,  and,  for  the  first  time,  their  emperor  fled 
in  disorder  before  a  troop  of  half-armed  barbarians.  After  a 
long  resistance,  Philippopolis,  destitute  of  succor,  was  taken 
by  storm.  A  hundred  thousand  persons  are  reported  to  have 
oeen  massacred  in  the  sack  of  that  great  city.^  Many  pris- 
oners of  consequence  became  a  valuable  accession  to  the 
spoil ;  and  Priscus,  a  brother  of  the  late  emperor  Philip, 
"flushed  not  to  assume  the  purple  under  the  protection  of  the 
Darbarous  enemies  of  Rome.^**  The  time,  however,  con- 
sumed in  that  tedious  siege,  enabled  Deciu^  to  revive  the 
courage,  n  store  the  discipline,  and  recruit  the  numbers  of  his 
troops.  He  intercepted  several  parties  of  Carpi,  and  othei 
Germans,  who  were  hastening  to  share  the  victory  of  theii 
countrymen,^^  intrusted  the  passes  of  the  mountains  to  ofTi- 
cers  of  approved  valor  and  fidelity ,^5  repaired  and  strenffth. 
ened  the  fortifications  of  the  Danube,  and  exerted  his  utmost 
rigilance  to  oppose  either  the  progress  or  the  retreat  of  the 
Goths.  Encouraged  by  the  return  of  fortune,  he  anxiously 
waited  for  an  opportunity  to  retrieve,  by  a  great  and  decisive 
blow,  his  own  glory,  and  that  of  the  Roman  arms.^* 

At  the  same  time  when  Decius  was  struggling  with  the  vio- 
lence of  the  tempest,  his  mind,  calm  and  deliberate  amidfr 
the  tumult  of  war,  investigated  the  more  general  causes,  that 
since  the  age  of  the  Antonines,  had  so  impetuously  urged  the 
decline  of  the  Roman  greatness.  He  soon  discovered  that  it 
was  impossible  to  replace  that  greatness  on  a  permanent  basis 
vithout  restoring  public  virtue,  ancient  principles  and  manners 
and  the  oppressed  majesty  of  the  laws.     To  execute  this  noble 

"  Ammian.  xxxL  5. 

»  A\irel.  Victor,  o.  29, 

^  VietoruB  CarpietB,  on  some  medals  of  Decius,  insinuate  these 
advantages. 

^  Claudius  (who  afterwards  reigned  with  so  much  glory)  waf 
posted  in  the  pass  of  ThermopylsB  with  200  Dardanians,  lOf  heavy 
and  160  light  horse,  60  Cretan  archers,  and  1000  well-armed  recruits 
8ee  an  original  letter  from  the  emperor  to  his  officer,  in  the  Augustazi 
History,  p.  200. 

**  Joinandes,  c.  16 — 18.    Zosimus,  L  i.  p.  22.    In  the  general  ac 
eount  of  this  war,  it  is  easy  U  discover  the  opposite  prejudices  of  the 
niothio  and  the  Grecian  write  -.    In  carelessness  alone  they  are  alike 
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but  arauouti  design,  he  first  resolved  to  revive  the  obsoletp 
office  of  censor ;  an  otiice  which,  as  long  as  it  had  subsisted 
in  its  pristine  integrity,  had  so  much  contributed  to  the  per- 
petuity of  the  state,^^  till  it  was  usurped  and  gradually  neg- 
lected by  the  CaBsars.^s  Conscious  that  the  favor  of  the  sove- 
reign may  confer  power,  but  that  the  esteem  of  the  people 
can  alone  bestow  authority,  he  submitted  the  choice  of  the 
censor  to  the  unbiased  voice  of  the  senate.  By  their  unan- 
imous votes,  or  rather  acclamations,  Valerian,  who  was  after- 
wards emperor,  and  who  then  served  with  distinction  in  the 
army  of  Decius,  was  declared  the  most  worthy  of  that  exalted 
honor.  As  soon  as  the  decree  of  the  senate  was  transmitted 
to  the  emperor,  he  assembled  a  great  council  in  his  camp,  and 
before  the  investiture  of  the  censor  elect,  he  apprised  him  of 
the  difficulty  and  importance  of  his  great  office  *'  Happy 
Valerian,"  said  the  prince  to  his  distinguished  subject, "  happy 
in  the  general  approbation  of  the  senate  and  of  the  Roman 
republic !  Accept  the  censorship  of  mankind  ;  and  judge  of 
our  manners.  You  will  select  those  who  deserve  to  continue 
members  of  the  senate ;  you  will  restore  the  equestrian  order 
to  its  ancient  splendor ;  you  will  improve  the  revenue,  yet 
moderate  the  public  burdens.  You  will  distinguish  into  reg- 
ular classes  the  various  and  infinite  multitude  of  citizen^,  and 
accurately  view  the  military  strength,  the  wealth,  thQ  virtue, 
and  the  resources  of  Rome.  Your  decisions  shall  obtain  the 
.orce  of  laws.  The  army,  the  palace,  the  ministers  of  jus* 
tice,  and  the  great  officers  of  the  empire,  are  all  subject  to 
vour  tribunal.  None  are  exempted,  excepting  only  the  ordi- 
nary consuls,^^  the  praefect  of  the  city,  the  king  of  the  sacri- 
fices, and  (as  long  as  she  preserves  her  chastity  inviolate)  the 
eldest  of  the  vestal  virgins.  Even  these  few,  who  may  not 
dread  the  severity,  will  anxiously  solicit  the  esteem,  of  the 
Roman  censor."  ^ 

"*  Montesquieu,  Grandeur  et  Decadence  des  Romains,  c.  viii.  He 
illucitrates  the  nature  and  use  of  the  censorship  with  his  usual  inge- 
Buity,  and  with  uncommon  precision. 

^  Vespasian  and  Titus  >i  ;re  the  last  censors,  (Pliny,  Hist.  Natur. 
fii.  49.  Censorinus  de  Die  Natali.)  The  modesty  of  Trajan  refosod 
tn  honor  which  he  deserved,  and  his  example  beeame  a  law  to  tb* 
.Intonines.    Bee  Pliny's  Panegyric,  e.  45  and  60. 

^  Yet  in  spite  of  this  exemption,  Pompey  appeared  Wfore  tlw^ 
tribunal  during  his  consulship.  The  occasion,  indeed,  was  equally 
lingular  and  honorable.    Plutarch  in  Pomp.  p.  630. 

^  See  the  original  speech  in  the  Augustan  Hist  *   173,  174. 
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A  magistrate,  ivested  with  such  extensive  powers,  « ould 
have  appeared  not  so  much  the  minister,  as  tue  colleague  ot 
his  sovereign.'*^  Valerian  justly  duaaded  an  elevation  so  full 
of  envy  and  of  suspicion.  He  modestly  urged  the  alarming 
greatness  of  the  trust,  his  own  insufficiency,  and  the  inoura 
ble  eorruption  of  the  times.  He  artfully  insinuated,  that  the 
office  of  censor  was  inseparable  from  the  Imperial  dignity, 
and  that  the  feeble  hands  of  a  subject  were  unequal  to  the 
support  of  such  an  immense  weight  of  cares  and  of  power.^* 
The  approaching  event  of  war  soon  put  an  end  to  the  prose* 
cution  of  a  project  so  specious,  but  so  impracticable ;  and 
whilst  it  preserved  Valerian  from  the  danger,  saved  the  em> 
peror  Decius  from  the  disappointment,  which  would  most 
probably  have  attended  it.  A  censor  may  maintain,  he  can 
never  restore,  the  morals  of  a  state.  It  is  impossible  for  such 
a  magistrate  to  exert  his  authority  with  benefit,  or  even  with 
effect,  unless  he  is  supported  by  a  quick  sense  of  honor  and 
virtue  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  a  decent  reverence  for 
the  public  opinion,  and  by  a  train  of  useful  prejudices  combat- 
ing on  the  side  of  national  manners.  In  a  period  when  these 
principles  are  annihilated,  the  censorial  jurisdiction  mus^ 
either  sink  into  empty  pageantry,  or  be  converted  into  a  par- 
tial instrument  of  vexatious  oppression.^^  It  was  easier  to 
vanquish  the  Gotlis  than  to  eradicate  the  public  vices ;  yet 
even  in  the  first  of  these  enterprises,  Decius  lost  his  army  and 
his  life. 

The  Goths  were  now,  on  every  side,  surrounded  and  pur- 
sued  by  Ute  Roman  arms.  The  flower  of  their  troops  had 
perished  in  the  long  siege  of  Philippopolis,  and  the  exhaustea 
country  could  no  longer  afford  subsistence  for  the  remaining 
multitude  of  licentious  barbarians.  Reduced  to  this  extremity, 
tlie  Goths  would  gladly  have  purchased,  by  the  surrender  of 
all  their  booty  and  prisoners,  the  permission  of  an  undisturbed 
retreat.  But  the  emperor,  confident  of  victory,  and  resolving, 
by  the  chastisement  of  these  invaders,  to  strike  a  salutary 
terror  into  the  nations  of  the  North,  refused  to  listen  to  any 
torms  of  accommooa  ion.     The  high-spirited  barbarians  pre 


^  llus  tr«iiBaction  might  deceive  Zonaras,  who  supposea  that  V  tlo- 
rian  was  actually  declared  the  colleague  of  Decius,  1.  xii.  p.  625. 

^  Hist.  August,  p.  174.    The  emperor's  reply  is  omitted. 

^  Bach  as  the  attempts  of  Augustus  towards  a  reformacion  of  man* 
aen.    Tacit.  Aunal.  iii.  24. 
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ferred  death  .d  slavery.  An  obscure  town  of  Maesia,  called 
Forum  Tereuronii,**  was  the  scene  of  the  battle.  The  Grothic 
army  was  drawn  up  in  three  lines,  and,  either  from  choice  or 
accident,  the  front  of  Uie  third  line  was  covered  by  a  morass. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  action,  the  son  of  Decius,  a  youth  of 
the  fairest  hopes,  and  already  associated  to  the  honors  of  the 
purple,  was  slain  by  an  arrow,  in  the  sight  of  his  afflicted 
father;  who,  summoning  all  his  fortitude,  admonished  the 
dismayed  troops,  that  the  loss  of  a  single  soldier  was  of  little 
importance  to  the  republic.^^  The  conflict  was  terrible  ;  it 
was  the  combat  of  despair  against  grief  and  rage.  The  first 
line  of  the  Groths  at  length  gave  way  in  disorder ;  the  second, 
advancing  to  sustain  it,  shared  its  fate ;  and  the  third  only 
remained  entire,  prepared  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  morass, 
which  was  imprudently  attempted  by  the  presumption  of  the 
enemy.  ^^  Here  the  fortune  of  the  day  turned,  and  all  things 
became  adverse  to  the  Romans ;  the  place  deep  with  ooze 
sinking  under  those  who  stood,  slippery  to  such  as  advanced 
their  armor  heavy,  the  waters  deep ;  nor  could  they  wield,  in 
that  uneasy  situation,  their  weighty  javelins.  The  barbarians, 
on  the  contrary,  were  inured  to  encounter  in  the  bogs,  their 
persons  tall,  their  spears  long,  such  as  could  wound  at  a  dis- 
tance."^ In  this  morass  the  Roman  army,  after  an  ineffec- 
tual struggle,  was  irrecoverably  lost ;  nor  could  the  body  of 
the  emperor  ever  be  found. '^^  Such  was  the  fate  of  Decius,  in 
the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age ;  an  accomplished  prince,  active 
in  war  and  affable  in  peace  ;  ^  who,  together  with  his  son,  has 
deserved  to  be  compared,  both  in  life  and  death,  with  the 
brightest  examples  of  ancient  virtue.^^ 


**  Ullemont,  Histoire  des  Empereurs,  torn.  ill.  p.  598.  As  Zosimuf 
and  some  of  his  followers  xnisti&e  the  Danube  for  the  Tanais,  the^ 
place  the  field  of  battle  in  the  plains  of  Scythia. 

^  Aurelius  Victor  allows  two  distinct  actions  for  the  deaths  of  the 
two  Decii ;  but  I  have  preferred  the  account  of  Jomandee. 

^  I  have  ventured  to  copy  from  Tacitus  (AnnaL  i.  64^  the  pictora 
jf  a  similar  engagement  between  a  Roman  army  and  a  Gherman  tribe. 

*"*  Jomandes,  c.  18.  Zosimus,  L  i.  p.  22,  [c.  23.]  Zonaras,  L  ziL 
p*  627.    Aurelius  Victor. 

^  The  Decii  were  killed  before  the  end  of  the  year  two  hundred 
and  fifty-one,  since  the  new  princes  took  possession  of  the  consulBhip 
on  the  ensuing  calends  of  January. 

^  Hist.  August,  p.  223,  gives  them  a  very  honorable  place  among 
the  small  number  of  good  emperors  who  reigned  between  Aug:astai 
•nd  Diocletian 
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This  fiital  blow  humbled,  for  a  very  little  time,  the  insolence 
of  the  legions.  They  appear  to  have  patiently  expected,  and 
submissively  obeyed,  the  decree  of  the  senate  which  regulated 
the  succession  to  the  throne.  From  a  just  regard  for  the 
memory  of  Decius,  the  Imperial  title  was  conferred  on  Hos* 
tilianus,  his  only  surviving  son ;  but  an  equal  rank,  with  more 
effectual  power,  was  granted  to  Gallus,  whose  experience  and 
ability  seemed  equal  to  the  great  trust  of  guardian  to  the  young 
prince  and  the  distressed  empire.^  The  first  care  of  the  new 
emperor  was  to  deliver  the  Ulyrian  provinces  from  the  intoler- 
able weight  of  the  victorious  Groths.  He  consented  to  leave 
in  thoir  hands  the  rich  fruits  of  their  invasion,  an  immense 
booty,  and  what  was  still  more  disgraceful,  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  of  the  highest  merit  and  quahty.  He  plentifully 
supplied  their  camp  with  every  conveniency  that  could  assuage 
their  angry  spirits,  or  facilitate  their  so  much  wished-for  de- 
parture ;  and  he  even  promised  to  pay  them  annually  a  large 
sum  of  gold,  on  condition  they  should  never  afterwards  infest 
the  Roman  territories  by  their  incursions.^^ 

In  the  age  of  the  Scipios,  the  most  opulent  kings  of  the 
earth,  who  courted  the  protection  of  the  victorious  common- 
wealth, were  gratified  with  such  trifling  presents  as  could  only 
derive  a  value  from  the  hand  that  bestowed  them ;  an  ivory 
chair,  a  coarse  garment  of  purple,  an  inconsiderable  piece  of 
plate,  or  a  quantity  of  copper  coin.^  Af\er  the  wealth  of 
nations  had  centred  in  Rome,  the  emperors  displayed  theix 
greatness,  and  even  their  policy,  by  the  regular  exercise  of  a 
steady  and  moderate  liberality  towards  the  allies  of  the  state. 
They  relieved  the  poverty  of  the  barbarians,  honored  theii 
merit,  and  recompensed  their  fidelity.  These  voluntary  marks 
of  bounty  were  understood  to  flow,  not  from  the  fears,  but 
merely  from  the  generosity  or  the  gratitude  of  the  Romans ; 
and  whilst  presents  and  subsidies  were  liberally  distributed 
among  friends  and  suppliants,  they  were  sternly  refused  to 


*^  Hec  nbi  Patres  comperere decemimt     Victor  ia 

Onsuibug. 

^*  Zonaras,  1.  xii.  p.  628. 

*'  A  Sellat  8  Toga,  and  a  golden  Patera  of  five  pounds  weight,  were 
lecepted  with  joy  and  gratitude  by  the  wealthy  king  of  Egypt.  (Livyf 
Kzyii.  4.)  Quina  miUia  JErit,  a  weight  of  copper,  in  value  about 
ughteen  pounds  sterling,  was  the  usual  present  made  tc  foreign  am- 
XMtadors.    (Livy,  xxxi.  9.) 

L 
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such  as  Claimed  them  as  a  debt  ^  But  this  stipulation,  of  ab 
annual  payment  to  a  victorious  enemy,  appeared  without  dis- 
guise in  the  light  of  an  ignominious  tribute  ;  the  minds  of  the 
Romans  were  not  yet  accustomed  to  accept  such  unequal  lawi 
from  a  tribe  of  barbarians ;  and  the  prince,  who  by  a  neces- 
sary concession  had  probably  saved  his  country,  became  the 
object  of  the  general  contempt  and  aversion.  The  death  of 
Hostilianus,  though  it  happened  in  the  midst  of  a  raging  pes- 
tilence, was  interpreted  as  the  personal  crime  of  Gallus ;  ^ 
and  even  the  defeat  of  the  late  emperor  was  ascribed  by  the 
voice  of  suspicion  to  the  perfidious  counsels  of  his  hated  sue* 
cesser.^  The  tranquillity  which  the  empire  enjoyed  during 
the  first  year  of  his  administration,^  served  rather  to  inflame 
than  to  appease  the  public  discontent ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
apprehensions  of  war  were  removed,  the  infamy  of  the  peace 
was  more  deeply  and  more  sensibly  felt. 

But  the  Romans  were  irritated  to  a  still  higher  degree,  when 
they  discovered  that  they  had  not  even  secured  their  repose, 
though  at  the  expense  of  their  honor.  The  dangerous  secret 
of  the  wealth  and  weakness  of  the  empire  had  been  revealed 
to  the  world.  New  swarms  of  barbarians,  encouraged  by  the 
success,  and  not  conceiving  themselves  bound  by  the  obliga- 
tion of  their  brethren,  spread  devastation  through  the  Illyrian 
provinces,  and  terror  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Rome.  The 
defence  of  the  monarchy,  which  seemed  abandoned  by  the 
pusillanimous  emperor,  was  assumed  by  iEmilianus,  governor 
of  Pannonia  and  Mspsia ;  who  rallied  the  scattered  forces,  and 
revived  the  fainting  spirits  of  the  troops.  The  barbarians  were 
unexpectedly  attacked,  routed,  chased,  and  pursued  beyond 
the  Danube.  The  victorious  leader  distributed  as  a  donative 
the  money  collected  for  the  tribute,  and  the  acclamations  of 
the  soldiers  proclaimed  him  emperor  on  the  field  of  battle.^'' 
Gallus,  who,  careless  of  the  general  welfare,  indulged  himself 
in  the  pleasures  of  Italy,  was  almost  in  the  same  instant 
informed  of  the  success,  of  the  revolt,  and  of  the  rapid  ap< 


**  See  the  firmness  of  a  Koman  general  so  late  as  the  time  of  Ale» 
tnder  Severus,  in  the  Excerpta  Legationum,  p.  25,  edit.  Louvre. 

^  For  the  plague,  see  Jomandes,  c.  19,  and  Victor  in  Csosaxibus. 

**  These  impiDbable  accusations  are  alleged  by  Zosimus,  L  L  p. 
23,24. 

*^  Jornandes,  c.  19.    The  Gothic  writer  at  least  observed  the  petes 
which  his  -victorious  coiintrymen  had  sworn  to  GsJlus. 

**  Zosimus,  1.  L  p.  25,  26. 
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proaeh  of  his  aspiring  lieutenant.  He  advanced  to  meet  him 
as  far  as  the  plains  of  Spoleto.  When  the  armies  came  is 
iiglit  of  each  other,  the  soldiers  of  Gallus  compared  the  isno> 
minious  conduct  of  their  sovereign  with  the  glory  of  his  rival 
They  admired  the  valor  of  ^milianus ;  they  were  attracted 
by  his  liberality,  for  he  offered  a  considerable  increase  of  pay 
to  all  deserters.^  The  murder  of  Grallus,  and  of  his  son 
Volusianus,  put  an  end  to  the  civil  war ;  and  the  senate  gave 
a  legal  sanction  to  the  rights  of  conquest  The  letters  of 
^BSmilianus  to  that  assembly  displayed  a  mixture  of  moderation 
and  vanity.  He  assured  them,  that  he  should  resign  to  theii 
wisdom  the  civil  administration ;  and,  contenting  himself  with 
the  quality  of  their  general,  would  in  a  short  time  assert  the 
glory  of  Rome,  and  deliver  the  empire  from  all  the  barbarians 
both  of  the  North  and  of  the  East^^  His  pride  was  flattered 
by  the  applause  of  the  senate ;  and  medals  are  still  extant, 
representing  him  with  the  name  and  attributes  of  Hercules  the 
Victor,  and  of  Mars  the  Avenger.®^ 

If  the  new  monarch  possessed  the  abilities,  he  wanted  the 
ame,  necessary  to  fulfil  these  splendid  promises.  Less  than 
four  months  intervened  between  his  victory  and  his  fall.^^  He 
had  vanquished  Grallus :  he  sunk  under  the  weight  of  a  compet- 
ttor  more  formidable  than  Gallus.  That  unfortunate  prince 
bad  sent  Valerian,  already  distinguished  by  the  honorable  title 
9f  censor,  to  bring  the  legions  of  Gaul  and  Germany  ^^  to  his 
%id.  Valerian  executed  that  commission  with  zeal  and  fidelity 
and  as  he  arrived  too  late  to  save  his  sovereign,  he  resolved 
to  revenge  him.  The  troops  of  ^milianus,  who  still  lay 
encamped  in  the  plains  of  Spoleto,  were  awed  by  the  sanctity 
of  his  character,  but  much  more  by  the  superior  strength  of  his 
army ;  and  as  they  were  now  become  as  incapable  of  personal 
attachment  as  they  had  always  beco  of  constitutional  principle 
tkey  readily  imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  prince  who 
so  lately  had  been  the  object  of  thdir  partial  choice.  The  guilt 
was  theirs,*  but  the  advantage  of  it  was  Valerian^s;  who 

••  "Victor  in  Cssaribus. 

**  Zonaras,  L  ziL  p.  628. 

^  Bsnduri  Numismata,  p.  94. 

^  Eutropius,  L  iz.  e.  6,  says  tertio  mense.    EuBebiufl  omita  thli 

^  Zoomus,  L  L  p.  28.    Eutropius  and  Yietor  station  Yalerlan'i 
•imy  in  Bbstiai  

*  Aiirtlias  Yietoi  says  that  iBiu'lianus  died  >f  a  aatural  disordtx     Bo* 
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i^btaiiied  the  possession  of  the  throne  by  the  means  indeed  of 
a  civil  war,  but  with  a  degree  of  innocence  singular  in  that  age 
af  revolutions ;  since  he  owed  neither  gratitude  nor  allegiance 
to  his  predecessor,  whom  he  dethroned. 

Valerian  was  about  sixty  years  of  age^  when  he  was  in 
vested  with  the  purple,  not  by  the  caprice  of  the  populace,  or 
the  clamors  of  the  army,  but  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  thi 
Roman  world.  In  his  gradual  ascent  through  the  honors  of 
the  state,  he  had  deserved  the  favor  of  virtuous  princes,  and 
had  declared  himself  the  enemy  of  tyrants.^  His  noble  birth, 
his  mild  but  unblemished  manners,  his  learning,  prudence,  and 
experience,  were  revered  by  the  senate  and  people ;  and  if 
mankind  (according  to  the  observation  of  an  ancient  writer) 
had  been  left  at  liberty  to  choose  a  master,  their  choice  would 
most  assuredly  have  fallen  on  Valerian.®^  Perhaps  the  merit 
of  this  emperor  was  inadequate  to  his  reputation  ;  perhaps  his 
abilities,  or  at  least  his  spirit,  were  affected  by  the  languor 
and  coldness  of  old  age.  The  consciousness  of  his  decline 
engaged  him  to  share  the  throtie  with  a  younger  and  more 
active  associate  :  ^  the  emergency  of  the  times  demanded  a 
general  no  less  than  a  prince ;  and  the  experience  of  the 
Roman  censor  might  have  directed  him  where  to  bestow  the 
.mperial  purple,  as  the  reward  of  military  merit.  But  instea 
of  making  a  judicious  choice,  which  would  have  confirmed  his 
reign  and  endeared  his  memory.  Valerian,  consulting  only  the 
dictates  of  affection  or  vanity,  immediately  invested  with  the 
supreme  honors  his  son  Grail ienus,  a  youth  whose  effemipate 
vices  had  been  hitherto  concealed  by  the  obscurity  of  a  private 
station.     The  joint  government  of   the   father  and  the  son 


**  He  was  about  seventy  at  the  time  of  his  accession,  or.  as  il  ii 
more  probable,  of  his  death.  Hist.  August,  p.  173.  Tillemont,  Hist. 
des  Empereurs,  torn.  iii.  p.  893,  note  1. 

**  Inimicus  tyrannorum.  Hist.  August  p.  173.  In  the  glorious 
struggle  of  the  senate  against  Maximin,  Valerian  acted  a  very  f  piritea 
part.    Hist.  August,  p.  156. 

*^  According  to  the  distinction  of  Victor,  he  seems  to  have  received 
;he  title  of  Imperaicr  from  the  army,  and  that  of  Augustus  from  th« 
senate. 

*"  From  Victor  and  from  the  medals,  Tillemont  (tom.  iu.  p.  710) 
▼«ry  justly  infers,  that  Gallienus  was  associated  to  the  empiie  about 
che  month  of  August  of  the  year  253. 


tropms,  in  speaking   cf  his   death,  does  not  si^  that  he  was 
aated.-*-0 
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subflisted  about  seven,  and  the  sole  administraion  of  Grallienus 
sontinued  about  eight,  years.  But  the  whole  penod  was  one 
uninterrupted  seiie3  of  confusion  and  calamity.  As  the 
Roman  empire  was  at  the  same  time,  and  on  every  side 
attacked  by  the  blind  fury  of  foreign  invaders,  and  the  wild 
ambition  of  domestic  usurpers,  we  shall  consult  order  and 
perspicuity,  by  pursuing,  not  so  much  the  doubtful  arrange- 
ment of  dates,  as  the  more  natural  distribution  of  subjects. 
Fhe  most  dangerous  enemies  of  Rome,  during  the  reigns  of 
Valerian  and  Gallienus,  were,  1.  The  Franks ;  2.  The  Ale 
manni ;  3.  The  Goths ;  and,  4.  The  Persians.  Under  these 
general  appellations,  we  may  comprehend  the  adventures  of 
less  considerable  tribes,  whose  obscure  and  uncouth  names 
would  only  serve  to  oppress  the  memory  and  perplex  the 
attention  of  the  reader. 

I.  As  the  posterity  of  the  Franks  compose  one  of  the  great- 
est and  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  the  powers  of 
learning  and  ingenuity  have  been  exhausted  in  the  discovery 
of  tneir  unlettered  ancestors.  To  the  tales  of  credulity  have 
succeeded  the  systems  of  fancy.  Every  passage  has  been 
sifted,  every  spot  has  been  surveyed,  that  might  possibly  reveal 
some  faint  traces  of  their  origin.  It  has  been  supposed  that 
Pannonia,^''^  that  Gaul,  that  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,®® 
gave  birth  to  that  celebrated  colony  of  warriors.  At  length 
the  most  rational  critics,  rejecting  the  fictitious  emigrations  of 
ideal  conquerors,  have  acquiesced  in  a  sentiment  whose  sim- 
plicity persuades  us  of  its  truth.®^  They  suppose,  that  about 
the  year  two  hundred  and  forty,''^  a  new  confederacy  was 
formed  under  the  name  of  Franks,  by  the  old  inhabitants  of 
the  Lower  Rhine   and   the  Weser.*     The   present  circle  of 

^  Various  syBtems  have  been  fonued  to  explain  a  difficult  passage 
ID.  Gregory  of  Touis,  L  u.  e.  9. 

^  The  Geographer  of  Havenna,  L  11,  by  mentioning  Maurinffonia, 
on  the  confines  of  Denmark,  as  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Franks,  gavt 
birth  to  an  ingenious  system  of  Leibnitz. 

<*  See  duver.  Germania  Antiqua,  L  iii.  c.  20.  M.  Freret,  in  thf 
IC^moires  de  I'Acad^mie  des  Inscriptions,  tom.  xviiL 

^'  Most  probably  under  the  reign  of  Gordian,  from  an  accidental 
ircumstance  fidly  canvassed  by  'nilemont,  tom.  iii.  p.  710, 1181. 


*  The  confederation  of  the  Franks  appears  to  have  been  formed,  1.  Of  th« 
Chaud.  2.  Of  the  Sicambri,  the  inhabitants  of  the  duchy  of  Berg.  3.  Of 
the  Attuarii,  to  the  north  of  the  Sicambri,  in  the  principality  of  Waldeck 
Detween  the  I^mel  and  the  £der.  4.  Of  the  Bructeri,  on  the  banks  of  th« 
Uppe,  and  in  tbe  Harts     6   Of  the  Chamarii,  the  Gambririi  of  TadtiK 
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Westphalia,  the  Landgraviate  of  Hesse,  and  the  duchies  of 
Brunswick  and  Luneburg,  were  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Chaucif 
who,  in  their  inaccessible  morasses,  defied  the  Roman  arms ;  ^^ 
of  the  Cherusci,  proud  of  the  fame  of  Arminius ;  of  the  Catti 
formidable  by  their  firm  and  intrepid  infantry ;  and  of  several 
other  tribes  of  inferior  power  and  renown J^  The  love  of 
liberty  was  the  ruling  passion  of  these  Germans ;  the  enjoy- 
ment of  it  their  best  treasure ;  the  word  that  expressed  thai 
enjoyment,  the  most  pleasing  to  their  ear.  They  deserved, 
they  assumed,  they  maintained  the  honorable  epithet  of  Franks, 
or  Freemen ;  which  concealed,  though  it  did  not  extinguish 
the  peculiar  names  of  the  several  states  of  the  confederacy."^^ 
Tacit  consent,  and  mutual  advantage,  dictated  the  first  laws  of 
the  union  ;  it  was  gradually  cemented  by  habit  and  experience. 
The  league  of  the  Franks  may  admit  of  some  comparison 
with  the  Helvetic  body ;  in  which  every  canton,  retaining  its 
independent  sovereignty,  consults  with  its  brethren  in  the 
common  cause,  without  acknowledging  the  authority  of  any 
supreme  head, or  representative  assembly.'''^  But  the  principle 
of  the  two  confederacies  was  extremely  different  A  peace 
of  two  hundred  years  has  rewarded  the  wise  and  honest  policy 
of  the  Swiss.  An  inconstant  spirit,  the  thirst  of  rapine,  and  a 
disregard  to  the  most  solemn  treaties,  disgraced  the  character 
of  the  Franks. 

The  Romans  had  long  experienced  the  daring  valor  of  the 
people  of  Lower  Germany.  The  union  of  their  strength 
threatened  Gaul  with  a  more  formidable  invasion,  and  required 
the  presence  of  Gallienus,  the  heir  and  colleague  of  Imperial 
power.'^^  Whilst  that  prince,  and  his  infa^it  son  Salonius, 
displayed,  in  the  court  of  Treves,  the  majesty  of  the  empire, 
its  armies  were  ably  conducted  by  their  general,  Poslhumus 
who,  though  he  afterwards  betrayed  the  family  of  Valerian 
was  ever  faithful  to  the  great  interest  of  the  monarchy.     The 

^*  Plin.  Hist.  Natur.  xvi.  1.  The  Panegyrists  frequently  allude  t«i 
the  morasses  of  the  Franks. 

^*  Tacit.  Germania,  c.  30,  37. 

^^  In  a  subsequent  period,  most  of  those  old  names  are  occasional!) 
mentioned.     See  some  vestiges  of  them  in  Cluver.  Germ.  Antiq.  1.  iii. 

'*  Simler  de  Republica  Helvet.  cum  notis  Fuselin. 

^^  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  27. 

wno  were  estabh'shed,  at  tAe  time  of  the  Frankish  confederation,  m  tM 
country  of  the  Bructeri.  6.  Of  the  Catti,  in  Hessia.— O.  The  Balii  and 
Uherasci  are  added     Greenwood's  Hist,  of  Gf'rmans.  i.  193-  -   II 
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trefti^herous  language  of  panegyrics  and  medals  darkly  an* 
aounces  a  long  seres  of  victories.  Trophies  and  titles  attest 
(if  such  evidence  cao.  attest)  the  fame  of  Posthumus,  who  iM 
repeatedly  styled  the  Conqueror  of  the  Germans,  and  th« 
8avior  of  GaulJ* 

But  a  single  fact,  the  only  one  indeed  of  which  we  have 
any  distmct  knowledge,  erases,  in  a  great  measure,  these 
tionuments  of  vanity  and  adulation.  The  Rhine,  though 
dignified  with  the  title  of  Safeguard  of  the  provinces,  wes  an 
imperfect  barrier  against  the  daring  spirit  of  enterprise  with 
which  the  Franks  were  actuated.  Their  rapid  devastations 
stretched  from  the  river  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees  ;  nor  were 
they  stopped  by  those  mountains.  Spain,  which  had  nevei 
dreaded,  was  unable  to  resist,  the  inroads  of  the  Germans 
During  twelve  years,  the  greatest  part  of  the  reign  of  Gallie- 
nus,  thai  opulent  country  was  the  theatre  of  unequal  ana 
destructive  hostilities.  Tarragona,  the  flourishing  capital  of 
a  peaceful  province,  was  sacked  and  almost  destroyed  ;  '''^  ana 
80  late  as  the  days  of  Orosius,  who  wrote  in  the  fifth  century 
wretched  cottages,  scattered  amidst  the  ruins  of  magnificent 
cities,  still  recorded  the  rage  of  the  barbarians.''*  When  the 
exhausted  country  no  longer  supplied  a  variety  of  plunder,  the 
Pranks  seized  on  some  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Spain,^^  and 
transported  themselves  into  Mauritania.  The  distant  province 
was  astonished  with  the  fury  of  these  barbarians,  who  seemed 


'^  M.  de  Brequigny  (in  the  M^moires  de  rAcademie,  torn,  xxx.) 
has  given  us  a  very  curious  life  of  Posthumus.  A  scries  of  the  Au- 
gustan History  fi:t)m  Medals  and  Inscriptions  has  been  more  than 
once  planned,  and  is  still  much  wanted.* 

"^  AureL  Victor,  c.  33.  Instead  of  Pan^  direptOt  both  the  sense 
And  the  expression  require  deleto ;  though  indeed,  for  different  rea- 
Hons,  it  is  alike  difficult  to  correct  the  text  of  the  best,  and  of  the 
worst,  writers. 

'*  In  the  time  of  Ausoniua  (the  end  of  the  fourth  century)  Herds 
Cf  Leiida  was  in  a  very  ruinous  state,  (Auson.  Epist.  xxv.  68»)  which 
probably  was  the  consequence  of  this  invasion. 

^  Valesius  is  therefore  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  Franks  had 
bivaded  Spain  by  sea. 

*  M*  Bckhel»  Keeper  of  the  Cabinet  of  Medals,  and  Pfofessor  of  Anti- 
quities at  Vienna,  lately  deceased,  has  supplied  tins  want  oy  his  excellent 
work,  Doctrina  Teterum  Nummorum,  conscripta  a  Jos.  Eokhel,  8  vol.  is 
Ito.  Vindobona,  1797.  —  G.  Captain  Smyth  has  likewise  printed  (priyately ) 
tt  Taluable  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  a  series  of  Large  Brass  Medals  of  this 
•   '     Bedford,1834.— M.  18i6.  ^ 
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lo  fall  from  a  new  world,  as  their  name,  manners,  and  coRv 
plexion,  were  equally  unknown  on  the  coast  of  Africa.^ 

II.  In  that  part  of  Upper  Saxony,  beyond  the  Elbe,  which  k 
at  present  called  the  Marquisate  of  Lusace,  there  existed,  in 
ancient  times,  a  sacred  wood,  the  awfuj  seat  of  the  supersti* 
tion  of  the  Suevi.  None  were  permitted  to  enter  the  holy 
precincts,  without  oinfessing,  by  their  servile  bonds  and  sup 
pliant  posture,  the  immediate  presence  of  the  sovereign 
Deity .®^  Patriotism  contributed,  as  well  as  devotion,  to  con- 
secrate the  Sonnenwald,  or  wood  of  the  Semnones.^  It  was 
universally  believed,  that  the  nation  had  received  its  first 
existence  on  diat  sacred  spot.  At  stated  periods,  the  numer- 
ous tribes  who  gloried  in  the  Suevic  blood,  resorted  thither  by 
their  ambassadors  ;  and  the  memory  of  their  common  extrac- 
tion was  perpetuated  by  barbaric  rites  and  human  sacrifices. 
The  M  ide-eytended  name  of  Suevi  filled  the  interior  countries 
of  Germany,  from  the  banks  of  the  Oder  to  those  of  the  Dan- 
ube. They  were  distinguished  from  the  other  Germans  by 
their  peculiar  mode  of  dressing  their  long  hair,  which  they 
gathered  into  a  rude  knot  on  the  crown  of  Sic  head ;  and  they 
delighted  in  an  ornament  that  showed  their  ranks  more  lofly 
and  terrible  in  the  eyes  of  the  enemy .^  Jealous  as  the '  Ger- 
mans were  of  military  renown,  they  all  confessed  the  supe- 
rior valor  of  the  Suevi ;  and  the  tribes  of  the  Usipetes  and 
Tencteri,  who,  with  a  vast  army,  encountered  the  dictator 
Csesar,  declared  that  tbey  esteemed  it  not  a  disgrace  to  have 
fled  before  a  people  to  whose  arms  the  immortal  gods  them- 
selves were  unequal.®^ 

In  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Caracalla,  an  innumerable 
swarm  of  Suevi  appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Mein,  and  in 
ihe  neighborhood  of  the  Roman  provinces,  in  quest  either  of 
food,  of  plunder,  or  of  glory.®*  The  hasty  army  of  volun 
teers  gradually  coalesced  into  a  great  and  permanent  nation, 
and  as  it  was  composed  from  so  many  different  tribes,  assumed 
the  name  of  Alemanni,*  or  Allmen ;  to  denote  at  once  theii 

••  Aurel.  Victor.    Eutrop.  ix.  6. 
*■  Tacit.  Germania,  38. 
"  Cluver.  Germ.  Antlq.  iiL  25. 

^  Sic  Suevi  a  ceteris  Germanis,  aic  Suevorum  ingeniii  a  stirris  atp- 
uantor.    A  proud  separation  ! 
^  CflBsar  in  Bello  Gallico,  iv.  7. 
**  Mctor  in  Caracal.    Dion  Cassius,  IxviL  p.  I860. 


*  TIm  nattOB  of  tke  Alemaimi  was  not  originallv  fonMd  by  the 
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fanous  iineage  and  their  common  bravery.^  Tije  latter 
was  soon  felt  by  the  Romans  in  many  a  hostile  inroad.  The 
AJemanni  fought  chiefly  on  horseback ;  but  their  cavalry  wax 
rendered  still  more  formidable  by  a  mixture  of  light  infantry, 
selected  from  the  bravest  and  most  active  of  the  ycutb; 
whom  frequent  exercise  had  inured  to  accompany  thf 
horsemen  in  the  longest  march,  tiic^  most  rapid  charge,  oi 
the  most  precipitate  retreat®^ 

This  warlike  people  of  Grermans  had  been  astonished  by 
the  immense  preparations  of  Alexander  Severus ;  they  were 
dismayed  by  the  arms  of  his  successor,  a  barbarian  equal  in 
valor  and  fierceness  to  themselves.  But  still  hovering  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  empire,  they  increased  the  general  disordei 
that  ensued  after  the  death  of  Decius.  They  inflicted  severe 
wounds  on  the  rich  provinces  of  Gaul ;  they  were  the  first 
who  removed  the  veil  that  covered  the  feeble  majesty  of  Italy. 
A  numerous  body  of  the  Alemanni  penetrated  across  the 
Danube  and  through  the  Rhstian  Alps  into   the  plains   of 


^  This  etymology  (far  different  from  those  which,  amuse  the  fancy 
of  the  learned)  is  preserved  by  Asinius  Quadratus,  an  original  histo- 
tian,  quoted  by  Agathias,  L  c.  5. 

*'  The  Suevi  engaged  Caesar  in  this  manner,  and  the  manoeuvre 
deserved  the  approbation  of  the  conqueror,  (in  Bello  Gallico,  i.  48.) 


properly  so  called ;  these  have  always  preserved  their  own  name.  Shortly 
afterwards  they  made  (A.  D.  357)  an  irruption  into  Rhietia,  and  it  was  no*! 
long  after  that  they  were  reunited  with  the  Alemanni.  Still  they  have 
idways  been  a  distinct  people ;  at  the  present  day,  the  people  who  inhabit 
the  north-^est  of  the  BlacK  Forest  call  themselves  Schwaben,  Suabians, 
Sueves,  while  those  who  inhabit  near  the  Rhine,  in  Ortenau,  the  Brisgaw, 
Uie  Mai^aTiate  of  Baden,  do  not  consider  themselves  Suabians,  and  are 
by  origin  Alemanni 

The  Teucteri  and  the  XJsipetae,  inhabitants  of  the  interior  and  of  the 
north  of  Westphalia,  formed,  says  Gatterer,  the  nucleus  of  the  Alemannic 
nation ;  they  occupied  the  countnr  where  the  name  of  the  Alemanni  first 
appears,  as  conquered  in  213,  by  Cfaracalla.  They  were  well  trained  to  fight 
on  horseback,  (according  to  Tacitus,  Germ.  c.  82;)  and  Aurelius  Victor 
gives  the  same  praise  to  the  Alemanni :  finally,  they  never  made  part  of 
the  Prankish  league.  The  Alemanni  became  subsequently  a  centre  round 
which  fathered  a  multitude  of  German  tribes.  See  Eumen.  Panegyr.  c.  2 
Amm.  Marc,  zviii.  2,  zxiz.  4.  —  G. 

The  question  whether  the  Suevi  was  a  generic  name  comprehending  tho 
•tlans  which  peopled  central  Germany,  is  rather  hastily  decided  by  M 
Gniiot.    Mr.  Greenwood,  who  has  stuoied  the  modem  German  writers  on 
ttunr  own  origin,  supposes  the  Suevi,  Alemanni,  and  Marcomanni,  one 
people,  under  ainerent  appellations.    History  %f  Germany,  vol.  i.  —  M. 
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Lombardy  advanced  as  far  as  Ravenna,  and  dmplayod  tbi 
victorious  banners  of  barbarians  almost  in  sight  of  Rome.^^ 

The  insult  and  the  danger  rekindled  in  the  senate  sonif 
sparks  of  their  ancient  v'.rtue.  Both  the  emperors  were 
engaged  in  far  distant  wars,  Valerian  in  the  East,  and  Gallie* 
nus  on  the  fi.hine.  All  the  hopes  and  resources  of  the  Romans 
were  in  thrmselves.  In  this  emergency,  the  senators  resumed 
th«  defence  of  the  republic,  drew  out  the  ProBtorian  guards, 
who  had  been  lefl  to  garrison  the  capital,  and  filled  up  theii 
numbers,  by  enlistmg  into  the  public  service  the  stoutest  and 
most  willing  of  the  Plebeians.  The  Alemanni,  astonished  with 
the  sudden  appearance  of  an  army  more  numerous  than  their 
own,  retired  into  Germany,  laden  with  spoil ;  and  their  retreat 
was  esteemed  as  a  victory  by  the  unwarlike  Romans.®^ 

When  Gallienus  received  the  intelligence  that  his  capital 
was  delivered  from  the  barbarians,  he  was  much  less  delighted 
than  alarmed  with  the  courage  of  the  senate,  since  it  might 
one  day  prompt  them  to  rescue  the  public  from  domestic 
tyranny  as  well  as  from  foreign  invasion.  His  timid  ingrati- 
tude was  published  to  his  subjects,  in  an  edict  which  prohibited 
the  senators  from  exercising  any  military  employment,  and 
even  from  approaching  the  camps  of  the  legions.  But  his 
^ears  were  groundless.  The  rich  and  luxurious  nobles,  sink- 
ing into  their  natural  character,  accepted,  as  a  favor,  this  dis- 
graceful exemption  from  military  service ;  and  as  long  as  they 
were  indulged  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  baths,  their  theatres, 
and  their  villas,  they  cheerfully  resigned  the  more  dangerous 
cares  of  empire  to  the  rough  hands  of  peasants  and  soldiers.^® 

Another  invasion  of  the  Alemanni,  of  a  more  formidable 
aspect,  but  more  glorious  event,  is  mentioned  by  a  writer  of 
the  lower  empire.  Three  hundred  thousand  of  that  warlike 
people  are  said  to  have  been  vanquished,  in  a  battle  near 
Milan,  by  Gallienus  in  person,  at  the  head  of  only  ten  thou- 
sand Romans.^'  We  may,  however,  with  great  probability, 
ascribe  this  incredible  victory  either  to  the  credulity  of  tlie 
historian,  or  to  some  exaggerated  exploits  of  one  of  the  empe- 
ror's lieutenants.     It  was  by  arms  of  a  very  different  nature, 

^  Hist.  Ai>g[iist.  p.  215,  216.  Dezippus  in  the  Exceipto  X^egtrt^ 
aum,  p.  8.    Hieronym.  Chxon.    Orosius,  viL  22. 

'^  Zoftimufl,  L  i.  p.  34. 

^  AureL  Victor,  in  G^allieno  et  Probo.  His  complMnti  'jn§tti%  si 
nncoinmon  spirit  of  freedom. 

'^^  Zonaras,  1.  xiL  p.  63 1. 
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that  Gallienus  endeavored  to  protect  Italy  Orym  the  fury  of  the 
Gennans.  He  espoused  Pipa,  the  daughter  of  a  king  of  the 
Marcomanni,  a  Suevic  tribe,  which  was  oflen  confounded  with 
ihe  Alemanni  in  their  wars  and  conquests.^^  To  the  father 
M  the  price  of  his  alliance,  he  granted  an  ample  settlement  in 
I'annonia.  The  native  charms  of  unpolished  beauty  seem  to 
nave  fixed  the  daughter  in  the  affections  of  the  inconstant 
dmperor,  and  the  "bands  of  policy  #ere  more  firmly  connected 
oy  those  of  love.  But  the  haughty  prejudice  of  Rome  still 
refused  the  name  of  marriage  to  the  profane  mixture  of  a  citi- 
sen  and  a  barbarian  ;  and  has  stigmatized  the  Grerman  pnn 
cess  with  the  opprobrious  title  of  concubine  of  Gallienus.^^ 

in.  We  have  already  traced  the  emigration  of  the  Groths 
from  Scandinavia,  or  at  least  from  Prussia,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Borysthenes,  and  have  followed  their  victorious  arms  from  the 
Borysthenes  to  the  Danube.  Under  the  reigns  of  Valerian 
and  Grallienus,  the  frontier  of  the  last-mentioned  river  was 
perpetually  infested  by  the  inroads  of  Germans  and  Sarma- 
tians ;  but  it  was  defended  by  the  Romans  with  more  than 
usual  firmness  and  success.  The  provinces  that  were  the 
.seat  of  war,  recruited  the  armies  of  Rome  with  an  inexhausti 
ble  supply  of  hardy  soldiers ;  and  more  than  one  of  these 
Illyrian  peasants  attained  the  station,  and  displayed  the  abili 
ties,  of  a  general.  Though  flying  parties  of  the  barbarians, 
who  incessantly  hovered  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  pene- 
trated sometimes  to  the  confines  of  Italy  and  Macedonia, 
their  progress  was  commonly  checked,  or  their  return  inter- 
cepted, by  the  Imperial  lieutenants.®^  But  the  great  stream 
of  the  Gothic  hostilities  was  diverted  into  a  very  different 
channel.  The  Groths,  in  their  new  settlement  of  the  Ukraine, 
soon  became  masters  of  the  northern  coast  of  the  Euxine  :  to 
the  south  of  that  inland  sea  were  situated  the  soil  and  wealthy 
provinces  of  Asia  Minor,  which  possessed  all  that  could  attract, 
and  nothing  that  could  resist,  a  barbarian  conqueror. 

The  banks  of  the  Borysthenes  are  only  sixty  miles  distant 
from  the  narrow  entrance®*  of  the  peninsula  of  Grim  Tartary, 

"  One  of  the  Yicton  callB  him  king  of  the  Maioomanni ;  the  other, 
of  the  Oezmans. 

**  Bee  TUlemont,  Hist  des  Emperenn,  torn  iii.  p.  398,  &o. 

**  See  the  lives  of  Claudius,  Aurelian,  mnd  Probus,  in  the  Angn*- 
Isn  History. 

^  It  is  i^ut  half  a  league  in  breadth.    Genealogioal  Historf  ai 
the  Tartars,  p.  fiCS. 
W 
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kno^n  to  the  ancients  under  the  name  of  Cheraonesiis  Tai» 
rica.-**  On  that  inhospitable  shore,  Euripides,  embellishing 
with  exquisite  art  the  tales  of  antiquity,  has  placed  the 
scene  of  one  of  his  most  affecting  tragedies.^"^  The  bloody 
sacrifices  of  Diana,  the  arrival  of  Orestes  and  Pylades,  and 
the  triumph  of  virtue  and  religion  over  savage  fierceness, 
serve  to  represent  an  historical  truth,  that  the  Tauri,  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula,  were,*  in  some  oegiee, 
leclaimed  from  their  brutal  manners,  by  a  gradual  intercourse 
with  the  Grecian  colonies,  which  bOttled  along  the  maritime 
coast  The  little  kingdom  of  Bosphorus,  whose  capital  was 
situated  on  the  Straits,  through  which  the  Mseotis  communi- 
cates itself  to  the  Euxine,  was  composed  of  degenerate 
Greeks  and  half-civilized  barbarians.  It  subsisted,  as  an 
independent  state,  from  the  time  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,*® 
was  at  last  swallowed  up  by  the  ambition  of  Mithridates,^  and, 
with  the  rest  of  his  dominions,  sunk  under  the  weight  of  the 
Roman  arms.  From  the  reign  of  Augustus,^*^®  the  kings  of 
Bosphorus  were  the  humble,  but  not  useless,  allies  of  the 
empire.  By  presents,  by  arms,  and  by  a  slight  fortification 
drawn  across  the  Isthmus,  they  effectually  guarded  against  the 
roving  plunderers  of  Sarmatia,  the  access  of  a  country,  which, 
from  its  peculiar  situation  and  convenient  harbors,  commanded 
the  Euxine  Sea  and  Asia  Minor. ^^^  As  long  as  the  sceptre 
was  possessed  by  a  lineal  succession  of  kings,  they  acquitted 
themselves  of  their  important  charge  with  vigilance  and  suc- 
cess. Domestic  factions,  and  the  fears,  or  private  interest,  of 
obscure  usurpers,  who  seized  on  the  vacant  throne,  admitted 
the  Goths  into  the  heart  of  Bosphorus.  With  the  acquisition 
of  a  superfluous  waste  of  fertile  soil,  the  conquerors  obtained 
the  command  of  a  naval  force,  sufficient  to  transport  their 

**  M.  de  Peyssonel,  who  had  been  French  Consul  at  Cafia,  in  hit 
Observations  sur  les  Peuples  Barbares,  qni  ont  habit6  les  bords  dv 
Danube. 

'^  Euripides  in  Iphigenia  in  Taurid. 

*"  Strabo,  1.  vii.  p.  309.  The  frst  kings  of  Bosphorus  were  me 
■Hies  of  Athens. 

^  Appian  in  Mithridat. 

*^  It  was  reduced  by  the  arms  of  Agrippa.  Orosius,  vi.  21.  JHu- 
cropius,  TiL  9.  The  Romans  once  advanced  within  three  davs'  mazeh 
(ji  the  Tanais.    Tacit.  Annal.  xii  17. 

>^^  See  the  Toxaris  of  Lucian,  if  we  credit  the  sincerity  and  the 
of  the  Scytnian,  who  relates  a  great  war  of  his  nation  against 
of  Bosphorus 
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Afinies  iO  the  coast  of  Asia.^^  The  ships  used  in  the  iiaviga- 
don  of  the  Euxine  were  of  a  very  singular  construction 
They  were  slight  flat-bottomed  harks  framed  of  timber  onl} 
without  the  least  mixture  of  iron,  and  occasionally  covered 
with  a  shelving  roof,  on  the  appearance  of  a  tempest.^^^  Jq 
these  floating  houses,  the  Goths  carelessly  trusted  themselvei 
to  the  mercy  of  an  unknown  sea,  under  the  conduct  of  sailors 
pressed  into  the  service,  and  whose  skill  and  fidelity  were 
equally  suspicious.  But  the  hopes  of  plunder  had  banished 
every  idea  of  danger,  and  a  natural  fearlessness  of  temper 
supplied  in  their  minds  the  more  rational  confidence,  which  is 
the  just  result  of  knowledge  and  experience.  Warriors  of 
such  a  daring  spirit  must  have  often  murmured  against  the 
cowardice  of  their  guides,  who  required  the  strongest  assur- 
ances  of  a  settled  calm  before  they  would  venture  u\  embark  ; 
and  would  scarcely  ever  be  tempted  to  lose  sight  of  the  land. 
Such,  at  least,  is  the  practice  of  the  modern  Turks ;  ^^  and 
they  are  probably  not  inferior,  in  the  art  of  navigation,  to  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Bosphorus. 

The  fleet  of  the  Goths,  leaving  the  coast  of  Circassia  on 
the  left  hand,  first  appeared  before  Pityus,!®^  the  utmost  limit' 
of  the  Roman  provinces ;  a  city  provided  with  a  convenient 
port,  and  fortified  with  a  strong  wall.  Here  they  met  with  a 
resistance  more  obstinate  than  they  had  reason  to  expect  from 
the  feeble  garrison  of  a  distant  fortress.  They  were  re- 
pulsed ;  and  their  disappointment  seemed  to  diminish  the 
terror  of  the  Gothic  name.  As  long  as  Successianus,  an 
officer  of  superior  rank  and  merit,  defended  that  frontier,  all 
their  efforts  were  ineffectual ;  but  as  soon  as  he  was  removed 
by  Valerian  to  a  more  honorable  but  less  important  station, 
they  resumed  the  attack  of  Pity  us ;  and  by  the  destruction  of 
that  city,  obliterated  the  memory  of  their  former  disgrace.^^ 

'^  Zosimufl,  1.  i  p.  28. 

'<*'  Strabo,  1.  xi.     Tacit.  Hiat.  iii.  47.    They  were  called  CamarcB, 

'^  See  a  very  natural  picture  of  the  Euxine  navigation,  in  the  xvitli 
tetter  of  Tournefort. 

^^  Arrian  places  the  frontier  garrison  at  Dioscurias,  or  Sebastopolis, 
forty-four  miles  to  the  east  of  Pityus.  The  garrison  of  Phasis  con- 
listed  in  his  time  of  ogly  four  hundred  foot.  See  the  Perip?  us  of  thi 
Ruxine.* 

^^  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  80. 


♦  Pityus  is  Pitchinda,  accordinff  to  D'Anville  ii.  115.-^  G,    fU^bar  09f 
loon-  -r-  M.    Dioscuri M  i^  Isjtnriiui.  —  Q 
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Circling  round  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Eiuchie  S^ 
the  navigation  from  Pityus  to  Trebizond  is  about  three  hun* 
dred   miles.^^'     The  course  of  the  Goths  carried   them  in 
tiffht  of  the  country  of  Colchis,  so  famous  by  the  expedition 
of  the  Argonauts ;  and  they  even  attempted,  though  withou. 
success,  to  pillage  a  rich  temple  at  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Phasis.     Trebizond,  celebrated  in  the  retreat  of  the  ten  thou- 
sand as  an  ancient  colony  of  Greeks,*^*  derived   its  wealth 
and  splendor  from  the  magnificence  of  the  emperor  Hadrian, 
who  had  constructed  an  artificial  port  on  a  coast  lefl  destitute 
by  nature  of  secure  harbors.^^     The  city  was  large  and  pop- 
ulous ;  a  double  enclosure  of  walls  seemed  to  defy  the  fury 
of  the  Goths,  and  the  usual  garrison  had  been  strengthened 
by  a  reenforcement  of  ten  thousand  men.     But  there  are  not 
any  advantages  capable  of  supplying  the  absence  of  discipline 
and  vigilance.      The  numerous  garrison  of  Trebizond,  dis- 
solved in  riot  and  luxury,  disdained  to  guard  their  impregnable 
fortifications.     The  Goths  soon  discovered  the  supine  negli- 
gence   of  the   besieged,   erected   a    lof\y   pile   of  fascines, 
ascended  the  walls  in  the    silence  of  the  night,  and  entered 
the  defenceless  city  sword  in  hand.     A  general  massacre  of 
the   people   ensued,   whilst  the   affrighted    soldiers  escaped 
through  the  opposite  gates  of  the  town.     The  most  holy  tem- 
ples,  and  the   most  splendid  edifices,   were   involved  in  a 
common  destruction.     The  booty  that  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Goths  was  immense :  the  wealth  of  the  adjacent  countries 
had  been  deposited    in  Trebizond,  as  in  a  secure  place  of 
refuge.     The  number  of  captives  was  incredible,  as  the  victo- 
rious barbarians  ranged  without  opposition  through  the  exten- 
sive province   of  Pontus.^^®     The   rich   spoils  of  Trebizond 
filled  a  great  fleet  of  ships  that  had  been  found  in  the  port. 
The  robust  youth  of  the  sea-coast  were  chained  to  the  oar ; 
and  the  Goths,  satisfied  with  the  success  of  their  first  naval 


^^  Arrian  (in  Periplo  Maris  Euxine,  p.  130)  calls  the  distance  2610 
%tadi%. 

**  Xenophon,  Anabasis,  1.  iv.  p.  348,  edit.  HutcUnson.* 

'*  Arrian,  p.  129.    The  general  observation  is  Toumefort't. 

"•  See  an  epistle  of  Gregory  Thaumaturgus,  bishop  of  Neo- 
rea,  quoted  by  Mascou,  v.  37. 


•  Fallmerayer  (OMohiehte  das  Kauerthums  tob  Trapeiunt,  p.  €  fte.* 
assinis  a  very  ancient  date  to  tbe  first  (Pelasgic)  foiwdatlAii  of  Trap«ra« 
( TrvMfoad.)  "-  M« 
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expedidcm,  returned  in  triumph  to  their  new  establishmeatB  in 
the  kingdom  of  Bosphorus.^^^ 

The  second  expedition  of  the  Groths  was  undertaken  with 
greater  powers  of  men  and  ships ;  but  they  steered  a  different 
course,  and,  disdaining  the  exhausted  provinces  of  Pontus,  foi« 
lowed  the  western  coast  of  the  Euxine,  passed  before  the  wide 
mouths  of  the  Borysthenes,  the  Niester,  and  the  Danube,  and 
increasing  their  fleet  by  the  capture  of  a  great  number  of  fish- 
ing barks,  they  approached  the  narrow  outlet  through  which  tho 
Euxine  Sea  pours  its  waters  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  divides 
the  continents  of  Europe  and  Asia.  The  garrison  of  Cbalcedon 
was  encamped  near  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Urius,.on  a  promon- 
tory that  commanded  the  entrance  of  the  Strait;  and  so 
inconsiderable  were  the  dreaded  invasions  of  the  barbarians, 
that  this  body  of  troops  surpassed  in  number  the  Grothic  army. 
But  it  was  in  numbers  alone  that  they  surpassed  it.  They 
deserted  with  precipitation  their  advantageous  post,  and  aban- 
doned the  town  of  Chalcedon,  most  plentifully  stored  with 
arms  and  money,  to  the  discretion  of  the  conquerors.  Whilst 
they  hesitated  whether  they  should  prefer  the  sea  or  land, 
Europe  or  Asia,  for  the  scene  of  their  hostilities,  a  perfidious 
fugitive  pointed  out  Nicomedia,*  once  the  capital  of  the  kings 
of  Bithynia,  as  a  rich  and  easy  conquest.  He  guided  the 
march,  which  was  only  sixty  miles  from  the  camp  of  Chalce- 
don,^^^  directed  the  resistless  attack,  and  partook  of  the  booty ; 
ibr  the  Groths  had  learned  sufficient  policy  to  reward  the 
iraitor,  whom  they  detested.  Nice,  Prusa,  Apamaea,  Cius,t 
cities  that  had  sometimes  rivalled,  or  imitated,  the  splendor  of 
Nicomedia,  were  involved  in  the  same  calamity,  which,  in  a 
few  weeks,  raged  without  control  through  the  whole  province 
of  Bithynia.  Three  hundred  years  of  peace,  enjoyed  by  the 
sofl  inhabitants  of  Asia,  had  abolished  the  exercise  of  arms, 
and  removed  the  apprehension  of  danger.  The  ancient  walla 
were  suffered  to  moulder  away,  and  all  the  revenue  of  the 
most  opulent  cities  was  reserved  for  the  construction  of  batlis, 
temples,  and  theatres.^^^ 

«    ^^        I  ■■!  ■■■■■■■■  ■—  I      ■     11  -■■       ■■_■■  ■■■■  ■■■■■■■■■■  ■^■^*^11^i^W^i^«^^M^^^^»^^^^^^»^^>*^^—^i^^^^-^    «i^ 

m  Zosimiu,  .  L  p.  82,  33. 

"'  Itiner.  Hiexoflolym.  p.  672.    Weualing. 

>"  ZonmuB,  L  L  p.  82,  33. 


*  It  hM  presenred  its  name,  joined  to  the  prepositkm  of  place,  in  that 
*f  It  Niknud.    D' AnT.  Geog.  Anc.  ii.  *W.  —  G 
f  Now  Isnik,  Bursa,  Mondania,  GVo  or  Remlik.    D'AnT.  iL  23.-*0. 
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When  the  city  of  Cyzicus  withstood  the  utmost  effort  of 
Mithridates,^^^  it  was  distinguished  hy  wise  laws,  a  nayal 
power  of  two  hundred  galleys,  and  three  arsenals,  of  arms 
of  military  engines,  and  of  com.^^*  It  was  still  the  seat  of 
wealth  and  luxury ;  but  of  its  ancient  strength,  nothing  remained 
except  the  situation,  in  a  little  island  of  the  Propontis,  con«> 
oected  with  the  continent  of  Asia  only  by  two  bridges. 
From  the  recent  sack  of  Prusa,  the  Goths  advanced  within 
eighteen  miles  ^^^  of  the  city,  which  they  had  devoted  to 
destruction  ;  but  the  ruin  of  Cyzicus  was  delayed  by  a  fortu- 
nate accident.  The  season  was  rainy,  and  the  Lake  Apolloni- 
ates,  the  reservoir  of  all  the  springs  of  Mount  Olympus,  rose 
to  an  uncommon  height.  The  little  river  of  Rhyndacus, 
which  issues  from  the  lake,  swelled  into  a  broad  and  rapid 
stream,  and  stopped  the  progress  of  the  Goths.  Their  retreal 
to  the  maritime  city  of  Heraclea,  where  the  fleet  had  prob» 
bly  been  stationed,  was  attended  by  a  long  train  of  wagons 
laden  with  the  spoils  of  Bithynia,  and  was  marked  by  the 
flames  of  Nice  and  Nicomedia,  which  they  wantonly  bumt.^" 
Some  obscure  hints  are  mentioned  of  a  doubtful  combat  tha* 
secured  their  retreat. ^^®  But  even  a  complete  victory  would 
nave  been  of  little  moment,  as  the  approach  of  the  autumnal 
equinox  summoned  them  to  hasten  their  return.  To  navigate 
/he  Euxine  before  the  month  of  May,  or  after  that  of  Septem 
ber,  is  esteemed  by  the  modern  Turks  the  most  unquestionable 
instance  of  rashness  and  folly.^^® 

When  we  are  informed  that  the  third  fleet,  equipped  by  the 
Groths  in  the  ports  of  Bosphorus,  consisted  of  five  hundred 
sail  of  ships,^^  our  ready  imagination  instantly  computes  and 
multiplies  the  formidable  'armament ;  but,  as  we  ure  assured 
by  the  judicious  Strabo,^^^  that  the  piratical  vessels  used  by 

"^  He  besieged  the  place  with  400  galleys,  160,000  foot,  and  i 
nomerouB  cayalry.  See  Plutarch  in  LucnL  Appian  in  Mithridat 
Cicero  pro  Lege  ManiliA,  c.  8. 

"*  Strabo,  L  xii.  p.  673. 

***  Pocock's  Description  of  the  East,  1.  ii  c.  23,  24. 

"'  Zosimiis,  1.  i.  p.  33. 

"'  Syncellus  tells  an  unintelligible  story  of  Prince  Odenaikust  whc 
defeated  the  Gk>ths,  and  who  was  killed  by  Prince  OdenathuM, 

"*  Voyages  de  Chardin,  torn.  i.  p.  46.  He  sailed  wiUi  the  Tnikf 
from  Constantinople  to  Caffa. 

^^  SynoelluB  (p.  382)  speaks  of  this  expedition,  as  urdertaken  by 
DeHerulL 

"  Strabo,  L  xi.  p.  496 
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the  l>arbanans  of  Pontus  and   the  Lesser  Scjthia,  were   not 
capable  of  containing   more   than  twenty-five  or  thirty  nien. 
we  may  safely  affirm,  that  fiflsen  thousand  warriors,  at  the 
most,   embarked   in  this  great  expedition.     Impatient  of  the 
limits  of  the  Euxine,  they  steered  their  destructive   course 
frcm  the  Cimmerian  to  the  Thradan  Bosphorus.     When  they 
had  almost  gained  the  middle  of  the  Straits,  they  were  s'jcI 
ienly  driven  back  to  the  entrance  of  them ;  till   a  favoiubk 
wmd,  springing  up  the  next  day,  carried  them  in  a  few  houiv 
into  the  placid  sea,  or  rather  lake,  of  the  Propontis.     Then 
landing  on  the  little  island  of  Cyzicus  was  attended  with  the 
ruin  of  that  ancient  and  noble  city.     From  thence   issumg 
dgam  through  the  narrow  passage  of  the  Hellespont,  they 
pursued     their    winding    navigation    amidst    the    numeroue 
Islands  scattered  over  the  Archipelago,  or  the  .£gean  Sea 
The  assistance  of  captives  and   deserters  must  have   been 
/ery  necessary  to  pilot  their  vessels,  and  to  direct  their  vari- 
ous incursions,  as  well  on  the  coast  of  Greece  as  on  that  of 
Asia.     At  length  the  Gothic  fleet  anchored  in  the  port  of 
Pirsus,  five  miles  distant  from  Athens,^^  which  had  attempted 
lO  make  some  preparations  for  a  vigorous  defence.     Cleoda- 
mus,  one  of  the  engineers  employed  by  the  emperor^s  orders 
to  fortify  the  maritime  cities  against  the  Goths,  had  already 
begun  to  repair  the  ancient  walls,  fallen  to  decay  since  the 
time  of  Scylla.     The  efforts  of  his  skill  were  ineffectual,  and 
the  barbarians  became  masters  of  the  native  seat  of  the  muses 
and  the  arts.    But  while  the  conquerors  abandoned  themselves 
to  the  license  of  plunder  and  intemperance,  their  fleet,  that 
lay  with  a  slender  guard  in  the  harbor  of  Piraeus,  was  un- 
expectedly attacked  by  the  brave  Dexippus,  who,  flying  with 
the  engineer  Cleodamus  from  the  sack  of  Athens,  collected  a 
hasty  hand  of  volunteers,  peasants  as  well  as  soldiers,  and  In 
9ome  measure  avenged  the  calamities  of  his  country.^*^ 

»"  Plin.  Hist.  Natur.  iii.  7. 

^^  Hist.  August,  p.  181.  Victor,  c.  33.  Orosius,  yi.  42.  Zosi- 
mua,  1.  i.  p.  35.  Zonaras,  1.  xiL  635.  Syncellus,  p.  382.  It  is  not 
without  some  attentioii,  that  we  can  explain  and  conciliate  theix 
imperfect  hints.  We  can  stlU  discover  some  traces  of  the  partiality 
of  Dexippus,  in  the  relation  of  his  own  and  his  countrymen's  ex- 
ploitB.*  

*  Aeoordmg  to  a  new  fragment  of  Dexippus,  published  by  Mai,  he  had 
2000  men.    He  took  up  a  strong  position  m  &  mountainous  and  woody 
district,  and  kept  up  a  harassing  warfare.    He  exj^resses  a  hope  of  being 
n>eedily  joined  oy  the  Imperial  fleet.    Dexippus  m  noT  Bysantinoraw 
UoUeet.  a  Niebuhr,  p.  26,  8.— M. 
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But  this  exploit,  whatever  lustre  it  might  shed  on  the  de* 
dining  age  of  Athens,  served  rather  to  irritate  than  to  subdue 
the  undaunted  spirit  of  the  northern  invaders.  A  gen^rai 
conflagration  blazed  out  at  the  same  time  in  every  district  of 
Greece.  Thebes  and  Argos,  Corinth  and  Sparta,  which  had 
formerly  waged  such  memorable  wars  against  each  other 
were  now  unable  to  bring  an  army  into  the  field,  or  even  1« 
defend  their  ruined  fortifications.  The  rage  of  war,  both  by 
land  and  by  sea,  spread  from  the  eastern  point  of  Sunium  to 
the  western  coast  of  Epirus.  The  Goths  had  already  ad- 
vanc?d  within  sight  of  Italy,  when  the  approach  of  such  im- 
minent danger  awakened  the  indolent  Gallienua  from  hi? 
dream  of  pleasure.  The  emperor  appeared  in  arms;  and  his 
presence  seems  to  have  checked  the  ardor,  and  to  have 
divided  the  strength,  of  the  enemy.  Naulobatus,  a  chief  of 
the  Heruli,  accepted  an  honorable  capitulation,  entered  with  a 
large  body  of  his  countrymen  into  the  service  of  Rome,  and 
was  invested  with  the  ornaments  of  the  consular  dignity, 
which  had  never  before  been  profaned  by  the  hands  of  a  bar- 
barian.^^ Great  numbers  of  the  Goths,  disgusted  with  the 
perils  and  hardships  of  a  tedious  voyage,  broke  into  Msesia, 
with  a  design  of  forcing  their  way  over  the  Danube  to  their 
«ettlements  in  the  Ukraine.  The  wild  attempt  would  have 
proved  inevitable  destruction,  if  the  discord  of  the  Roman 
generals  had  not<  opened  to  the  barbarians  the  means  of  an 
escape.*^  The  small  remainder  of  this  destroying  host  re- 
turned on  board  their  vessels  ;  and  measuring  back  their  way 
through  the  Hellespont  and  the  Bosphorus,  ravaged  in  their 
passage  the  shores  of  Troy,  whose  fame,  immortalized  by 
Homer,  will  probably  survive  the  memory  of  the  Grothic  con- 
quests. As  soon  as  they  found  themselves  in  safety  within 
the  basin  of  the  Euxine,  they  landed  at  Anchialus  in  Thrace, 
near  the  foot  of  Mount  Hsemus ;  and,  after  all  their  toils, 
indulged  themselves  in  the  use  of  those  pleasant  and  salutary 
hot  baths.  What  remained  of  the  voyage  was  a  short  and 
easy  navigation.^^  Such  was  the  various  fate  of  this  third 
MQd  greatest  of  their  naval  enterprises.     It  may  seem  difficult 

^  Syncellas,  p.  882.  This  body  of  Heruli  was  for  a  long  time  ftitu* 
All  and  famous. 

*'^  Claudius,  who  commanded  on  the  Danube,  thought  with  prcf«n 
ety  and  acted  with  spirit.  His  coUaague  was  jealous  of  his  fiune.  Hist 
August,  p.  181. 

*^  Jornandes,  c.  20. 
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CO  ooneeive  how  tHe  origiial  body  of  fifteen  thousand  wai- 
rton  could  sustain  the  losses  and  divisions  of  so  bold  an  ad- 
▼ontun.  But  as  their  numbers  were  gradually  wasted  by  the 
sword,  by  shipwrecks,  and  by  the  influence  of  a  warm  cli- 
mate, they  were  perpetually  renewed  by  troops  of  banditti 
and  deserters,  who  flocked  to  the  standard  of  plunder,  and  by 
a  crowd  of  fugitive  slaves,  often  of  German  or  Sarmatian 
extraction,  who  eagerly  seized  the  glorious  opportunity  of 
freedom  and  revenge.  In  these  expeditions,  the  Gothic  nation 
claimed  a  superior  share  of  honor  and  danger ;  but  the  tribes 
that  fought  jnder  the  Gothic  banners  are  sometimes  distin- 
guished and  sometimes  confounded  in  the  imperfect  histories 
of  that  age ;  and  as  the  barbarian  fleets  seemed  to  issue  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Tanais,  the  vague  but  familiar  appellation 
of  Scythians  was  frequently  bestowed  on  the  mixed  multi- 
tude.!*' 

In  the  general  calamities  of  mankind,  the  death  of  an  indi- 
vidual, however  exalted,  the  ruin  of  an  edifice,  however 
famous,  are  passed  over  with  careless  mattention.  Yet  we 
cannot  forget  that  the  temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus,  aAer 
having  risen  with  increasing  splendor  from  seven  repeateo 
misfortunes,!^  was  finally  burnt  by  the  Goths  in  their  third 
naval  invasion.  The  arts  of  Greece,  and  the  wealth  of  Asia, 
had  conspired  to  erect  that  sacred  and  magnificent  structure. 
It  was  supported  by  a  hundred  and  twenty-seven  marble 
columns  of  the  Ionic  order.  They  were  the  gifts  of  devout 
monarchs,  and  each  was  si:tty  feet  high.  The  altar  was 
adorned  with  the  masterly  sculptures  of  Praxiteles,  who  had, 
perhaps,  selected  from  the  favorite  legends  of  the  place  the 
birth  of  the  divine  children  of  Latona,  the  concealment  of 
Apollo  aAer  the  slaughter  of  the  Cyclops,  and  the  clemency 
of  Bacchus  to  the  vanquished  Amazons. ^^  Yet  the  length  ot 
the  temple  of  Ephesus  was  only  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
feet,  about  two  thirds  of  the  measure  of  the  church  of  St. 
Peter^s  at  Rome.^^    In  the  other  dimensions,  it  was  still  more 

m  Zoaiiaus  and  the  Greeks  (as  the  author  of  the  Philopatris)  give 
the  name  of  Scythians  to  those  whon^.  JToroandeSt  and  the  lAtin 
wiiWrs,  constantly  represent  as  Goths. 
^  £Qst.  Aug.  p.  178.    Jornandes,  c.  20. 

^^  Strabo,  L  xiv.  p.  640.    Vitruvius,  1.  i.  c  L  pxttlat  L  VIL    Taoit 
innaL  ilL  61.    Plin.  Hisc.  Nat.  xxxvi.  14. 
*  The  Isncth  of  St*  V^W  ^  8i0  Boman  palms;  Moli  pain  ■ 
16* 
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inferior  lo  that  sublime  production  of  modem  aichitectuie 
The  spreading  arms  of  a  Christian  cross  require  a  muck 
greater  breadth  than  the  oblong  temples  of  the  Pagans ;  and 
the  boldest  artists  of  antiquity  would  have  been  startled  at  the 
proposal  of  raising  in  the  air  a  dome  of  the  size  and  propor 
tions  of  the  Pantheon.  The  tesnple  of  Diana  was,  however 
sdmired  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  Successive 
eR)pires,  the  Persian,  the  MacaJonian,  and  the  Roman,  had 
revered  its  sanctity  and  enriched  its  splendor. ^^i  gut  the 
rude  savages  of  the  Baltic  were  destitute  of  a  taste  for  the 
elegant  arts,  and  they  despised  the  ideal  terrors  of  a  foreign 
superstition.  1^ 

Another  circumstance  is  related  of  these  invasions,  which 
might  deserve  our  notice,  were  it  not  justly  to  be  suspected  as 
the  fanciful  conceit  of  a  recent  sophist.  We  are  told,  that  in 
the  sack  of  Athens  the  Goths  had  collected  all  the  libraries, 
and  were  on  the  point  of  setting  fire  to  this  funeral  pile  of 
Grecian  learning,  had  not  one  of  their  chiefs,  of  more  refineo 
policy  than  his  brethren,  dissuaded  them  from  the  design ;  by 
the  profound  observation,  that  as  long  as  the  Greeks  were 
addicted  to  the  study  of  books,  they  would  never  apply  them- 
selves to  the  exercise  of  arms.^^^  The  sagacious  counsellor 
(should  the  truth  of  the  fact  be  admitted)  reasoned  like  an 
ignorant  barbarian.  In  the  most  polite  and  powerful  nations, 
genius  of  every  kind  has  displayed  itself  about  the  same  period ; 
and  the  age  of  science  has  generally  been  the  age  of  military 
virtue  and  success. 

IV.  The  new  sovereigns  of  Persia,  Artaxerzes  and  his  son 
Sapor,  had  triumphed  (as  we  have  already  seen)  over  the 
house  of  Arsaces.     Of  the  many  princes  of  that  ancient  race 

rery  little  short  of  nine  English  inches.  See  Greaves's  Miscellanies, 
vol.  L  p.  233 ;  on  the  Koman  Foot.* 

>'>  The  policy,  however,  of  the  Homans  induced  them  to  abridge 
the  extent  of  the  sanctuary  or  asylum,  which  by  successive  privileges 
had  spread  itself  two  stadia  roimd  the  temple.  Strabo,  L  xiv.  p. 
641.    Tacit.  Annal.  iii.  60,  &c. 

^^  They  offered  no  sacrifices  to  the  Grecian  gods.  See  Spistol. 
Ghreffor.  Thaumat. 

"*  Zonaras,  1.  xii.  p.  63^.  Such  an  anecdote  was  pezfectly  suited 
to  the  taste  of  Montaigne.  He  makes  use  of  it  in  his  agreeable  Bssa^ 
XL  Pedantry,  1.  L  o.  24. 

•  St.  Paia*«  Cathedral  is  600  fe«t    DalUway  on  4rchitsotur«,  p   ^9 
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Chosroes  King  of  Armenia,  had  alone  preserved  both  his  life 
and  his  independence.  He  defended  himself  by  the  natural 
strength  of  his  :x)untry ;  by  the  perpetual  resort  of  fugitives 
and  malecontents ;  by  the  alliance  of  the  Romans,  and,  above 
all,  by  his  own  courage.  Invincible  in  arms,  during  a  thirty 
years'  war,  he  was  at  length  assassinated  by  the  emissaries  of 
Sapor,  king  of  Persia.  The  patriotic  satraps  of  Armenia,  who 
asserted  the  freedom  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  imploied  tlie 
protection  of  Rome  in  favor  of  Tiridates,  the  lawful  heir.  But 
the  son  of  Chosroes  was  an  infant,  the  allies  were  at  a  distance 
and  the  Persian  monarch  advanced  towards  the  frontier  at  the 
nead  of  an  irresistible  force.  Young  Tiridates,  the  future 
nope  of  his  country,  was  saved  by  the  fidelity  of  a  servant, 
and  Armenia  continued  above  twenty-seven  years  a  reluctant 
province  of  the  great  monarchy  of  Persia.^^*  Elated  with 
iiis  easy  conquest,  and  presuming  on  the  distresses  or  the 
icgeneracy  of  the  Romans,  Sapor  obliged  the  strong  garrisons 
jf  Carrhee  and  Nisibis*  to  surrender,  and  spread  devastation 
end  terror  on  either  side  of  the  Euphrates. 

The  loss  of  an  important  frontier,  the  ruin  of  a  faithful  ana 
natural  ally,  and  the  rapid  success  of  Sapoi's  ambition,  affected 
iiome  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  insult  as  well  as  of  the  danger 
Valerian  flattered  himself,  that  the  vigilance  of  his  lieutenants 
would  sufficiently  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  Rhine  and  of 
the  Danube ;  but  he  resolved,  notwithstanding  his  advanced 
Age,  TO  march  in  person  to  the  defence  of  the  Euphrates. 
During  his  progress  through  Asia  Minor,  the  naval  enterprises 
of  the  Goths  were  suspended,  and  the  afflicted  province  enjoyed 
a  transient  and  fallacious  calm.  He  passed  the  Euphrates, 
encountered  the,  Persian  monarch  near  the  walls  of  Edessa, 
was  vanquished,  and  taken  prisoner  by  Sapor.  The  particu- 
lars of  this  great  event  are  darkly  and  imperfectly  represented ; 
yet,  by  the  glimmering  light  which  is  afforded  us,  we  m-ay 
discover  a  long  series  of  imprudence,  of  error,  and  of  deserved 
misfortunes  on  the  side  of  the  Roman  emperor.     He  reposed 

^^  Moses  Chorenensis,  L  iL  c  7l>  73,  74.  Zonaras,  L  xiL  p.  628. 
The  authentic  relation  of  the  Armenian  historian  serves  to  rectify  the 
confused  account  of  the  Greek.  The  latter  talks  of  the  children  of 
Tiridates,  who  at  that  time  was  nimself  an  infant.  Compare  St 
Ifartin  M^moires  sur  TArmenie,  1.  p.  301.  —  M.] 


*  l^iUs,  aocording  to  Persian  authors,  was  taken  bj  a  miracle :  the 
wwXL  fell,  in  eompUmnce  with  he  prayers  of  the  army.  Maloolm't  Perdat 
L7».— k 
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an  implicit  confide/ice  in  Macrianus,  his  Prastoriaii  prsfect"^ 
That  worthless  minister  rendered  his  master  formidable  onl^ 
to  the  oppressed  subjects,  and  contemptible  to  the  enemies  of 
Rome.136  3y  hig  ^eak  or  wicked  counsels,  the  Imperial  army 
was  betrayed  into  a  situation  where  valor  and  military  skill 
were  equally  unavailing.^^r  The  vigorous  attempt  of  the 
Romans  to  cut  their  way  through  the  Persian  hoet  was 
repulsed  with  great  slaughter ;  ^^8  and  Sapor,  who  encom- 
passed the  camp  with  superior  numbers,  patiently  wailed 
tilt  the  increasing  rage  of  famine  and  pestilence  had  insured 
bis  victory.  The  licentious  murmurs  of  the  legions  soon 
accused  Valerian  as  the  cause  of  their  calamities ;  their 
seditious  clamors  demanded  an  instant  capitulation.  An  im- 
mense sum  of  gold  was  offered  to  purchase  the  permission  of 
a  disgraceful  retreat.  But  the  Persian,  conscious  of  his  supe- 
riority, refused  the  money  with  disdain ,  and  detaining  the 
deputies,  advanced  in  order  of  battle  to  the  foot  of  the  Roman 
"ampart,  and  insisted  on  a  personal  conference  with  the  em- 
peror. Valerian  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  intrusting 
his  life  and  dignity  to  the  faith  of  an  enemy.  The  interview 
ended  as  it  was  na  ural  to  expect.  The  emperor  was  made 
a  prisoner,  and  h'  s  astonished  troops  laid  down  their  arms.^^ 
In  such  a  moment  of  triumph,  the  pride  and  policy  of  Sapor 
prompted  him  to  fill  the  vacant  throne  with  a  successor 
entirely  dependent  on  his  pleasure.  Cynades,  an  obscure 
fugitive  of  Antioch,  stained  with  every  vice,  was  ohoaen  to 
dishonor  the  Roman  purple ;  and  the  will  of  the  Persian  victor 
could  not  fail  of  being  ratified  by  the  acclamations,  however 
reluctant,  of  the  captive  army.^^® 

The  Imperial  slave  was  eager  to  secure. the  favor  of  his 
master  by  an  act  of  treason  to  his  native  country.  He  con- 
ducted Sapor  over  the  Euphrates,  and,  by  the  way  of  Chalcis, 
to  the  metropolis  of  the  East.     So  rapid  were  the  motions  of 

>^  Hist.  Aug.  p.  191.  As  MacriaauB  was  aa  enamy  to  Um  Chna* 
tians,  they  charged  him.  with  being  a  magiciaxi. 

^^  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  33. 

>»»  Hist  Aug.  p.  174. 

^^  Victor  in  Cesar.    Eutropius,  ix.  7. 

^  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  33.  Zonaras,  L  xiL  p.  630.  Peter  Patiieiiia,  bk 
Uie  Excerpta  Legat.  p.  29. 

i«o  Hist.  August,  p.  185.  The  reign  of  Cyriades  appeaxa  in  that 
eoUection  prior  U  the  death  of  Valerian ;  but  I  have  prefezz^d  a 
prooable  series  at  events  to  the  doubtful  chronolo|;y  of  a  mon  inao* 
forate  writer. 
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•rie  Persian  cavalry,  thtt,  if  we  may  credit  a  very  judicious 
hislorian,^^!  the  city  of  Antioch  was  surprised  when  the  idle 
multitude  was  fondly  gazing  on  the  amusements  of  the  thea- 
tre. The  splendid  buildings  of  Antioch,  private  as  well  a? 
public,  were  either  pillaged  or  destroyed  ;  and  the  numerous 
inhabitants  were  put  to  the  sword,  or  led  away  into  captiv* 
uyJ^®  The  tide  of  devastation  was  stopped  for  a  moment  hv 
ihe  resolution  of  the  high  priest  of  Emesa.  Arrayed  in  his 
fiacerdotal  robes,  he  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  great  body  of 
fanatic  peasants,  armed  only  with  slings,  and  defended  his 
god  and  his  property  from  the  sacrilegious  hands  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Zoroaster.  1^3  gut  the  ruin  of  Tarsus,  and  of  many 
other  cities,  furnishes  a  melancholy  proof  that,  except  in  this 
singular  instance,  the  conquest  of  Syria  and  Cilicia  scarcely 
interrupted  the  progress  of  the  Persian  arms.  The  advan- 
tages of  the  narrow  passes  of  Mount  Taurus  were  abandonee 
in  which  an  invader,  whose  principal  force  consisted  in  his 
cavalry,  would  have  been  engaged  in  a  very  unequal  combat : 
and  Sapor  was  permitted  to  form  the  siege  of  Caesarea,  the 
capital  of  Cappadocia  ;  a  city,  though  of  the  second  rank, 
which  was  supposed  to  contain  four  hundred  thousand  inhabit- 
ants. Demosthenes  commanded  in  the  place,  not  so  much  by 
the  commission  of  the  emperor,  as  in  the  voluntary  defence 
of  his  country.  For  a  long  time  he  deferred  its  fate  ;  and 
when  at  last  CeBsarea  was  betrayed  by  the  perfidy  of  a  phy- 
sician, he  cut  his  way  through  the  Persians,  who  bad  been 
ordered  to  exert  their  utmost  diligence  to  takp  him  alive. 
This  heroic  chief  escaped  the  power  of  a  foe  who  might 
either  have  honored  or  punished  his  obstinate  valor :  but  many 
thousands  of  his  fellow-citizens  were  involved  in  a  general 
massacre,  and  Sajior  is  accused  of  treating  his  prisoners  with 


*'  The  Back  of  Anti03h,  anticipated  by  some  historians,  is  as- 
signed, by  the  decisive  testimony  of  Ammianua  Marcellinus,  to  the 
reign  of  OalUenus,  xxiii.  6«* 

***  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  35. 

*^  John  Malala,  torn.  i.  p.  391.  He  corrupts  this  probable  event 
hy  some  fabulous  circumstances. 


*  Heyne,  it*  his  note  on  Zosimns,  contests  this  opinion  of  Qibbon ;  and 
jbserres,  that  the  testimony  of  Ammianus  is  in  fact  by  no  means  elear  oi 
ieeislTo.  (Hllienus  and  Valerian  reigned  together.  Zosimus,  in  a  second 
passage,  1.  iii.  32,  8,  distinctly  places  this  event  before  the  eaptoie  of 
vtlenan.  —  M. 
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ivuiiton  and  unrelenting  cruelty.!*^  Much  should  undoubteo 
ly  be  allowed  for  national  animosity,  much  l^r  humbled  pride 
and  impotent  revenge  ;  yet,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  same  prince,  who,  in  Armenia,  had  displayed  the  mild 
aspect  of  a  legislator,  showed  himself  to  the  Romans  under  tha 
stern  features  of  a  conqueror.  He  despaired  of  making  any 
permanent  establishment  in  the  empire,  and  sought  only  to 
loave  behind  him  a  wasted  desert,  whilst  he  transported  into 
Persia  the  people  and  the  treasures  of  the  provinces.  ^^^ 

At  the  time  when  the  East  trembled  at  the  name  of  Sapor, 
ne  received  a  present  not  unworthy  of  the  greatest  kings  ;  a 
long  train  of  camels,  laden  with  the  most  rare  and  valuable 
merchandises.  The  rich  offering  was  accompanied  with  an 
epistle,  respectful,  but  not  servile,  from  Odenathus,  one  of  the 
noblest  and  most  opulent  senators  of  Palmyra.  "  Who  is  this 
Odenathus,"  (said  the  haughty  victor,  and  he  commanded  that 
the  presents  should  be  cast  into  the  Euphrates,)  "  that  he  thu& 
insolently  presumes  to  write  to  his  lord  }  If  he  entertains  a 
hope  of  mitigating  his  punishment,  let  him  fall  prostrate  be- 
fore the  foot  of  our  throne,  with  his  hands  bound  behind  his 
6ack.  Should  he  hesitate,  swiH  destruction  shall  be  poured 
en  his  head,  on  his  whole  race,  and  on  his  country."  ^^^  The 
desperate  extremity  to  which  the  Palmyrenian  was  reduced, 
called  into  action  all  the  latent  powers  of  his  soul.  He  met 
Sapor  ;  but  he  met  him  in  arms.  Infusing  his  own  spirit  into 
a  little  army  collected  from  the  villages  of  Syria,^^^  and  the 
tents  of  the  desert,^^  he  hovered  round  the  Persian  host, 
harassed  their  retreat,  carried  off  part  of  the  treasure,  and, 
what  was  dearer  than  any  treasure,  several  of  the  women  of 
the  great  king ;  who  was  at  last  obliged  to  repass  the  Eu- 
phrates with  some  marks  of  haste  and  confusion. ^^^     By  this 

^**  Zonoras,  1.  zii  p.  63(X  Deep  valleys  were  filled  up  with  the 
ilain.  Crowds  of  prisoners  were  driven  to  water  like  beasts,  and 
many  perished  for  want  of  food. 

*^  Zosimus,  L  i.  p.  25,  asserts,  that  Sapor,  had  he  not  prefeired 
«poil  to  conquest,  might  have  remained  master  of  Asia. 

**•  Peter  Patricus  in  Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  29. 

'•*  Syrorum  agrestium  manfii.  Sextus  Rufus,  c.  23.  Ruftis,  Vie- 
lor,  the  Augustan  History,  (p.  192,)  and  several  inscriptions,  agre< 
m  making  Odenathus  a  citizen  of  Palmyra. 

'^  He  possessed  so  powerful  an  interest  among  the  wanderinf 
tribes,  that  Procopius  ^BeL.  Persic  L  iL  c  6)  and  John  Malala  (torn 
i.  n.  891)  style  him  Prince  )f  the  Saracens. 

"^  Peter  Patridua,  p.  26 . 
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exploit  Odenathus  laid  the  foundations  of  his  future  fame  and 
foitunes.  The  majesty  of  Rome,  oppressed  by  a  Penian 
was  protected  by  a  Syrian  or  Arab  of  Palmyra. 

The  voice  of  history,  which  is  often  little  more  than  the 
organ  of  hatred  or  flattery,  reproaches  Sapor  with  a  proud 
abuse  o^  the  rights  of  conquest.  We  are  told  that  Valerian, 
in  chains,  but  invested  with  the  Imperial  purple,  was  exposed 
to  the  multitude,  a  constant  spectacle  of  fallen  greatness ;  and 
that  whenever  the  Persian  monarch  mounted  on  horseback,  he 
placed  his  foot  on  the  neck  of  a  Roman  emperor.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  remonstrances  of  his  allies,  who  repeatedly 
advised  him  to  remember  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  to  dread 
the  returning  power  of  Rome,  and  to  make  his  illustrious  cap- 
tive the  pledge  of  peace,  not  the  object  of  insult.  Sapor  still 
remained  inflexible.  When  Valerian  sunk  under  the  weight 
of  shame  and  grief,  his  skin,  stuffed  with  straw,  and  formed 
into  the  likeness  of  a  human  figure,  was  preserved  for  ages 
in  the  most  celebrated  temple  of  Persia ;  a  more  real  monu- 
ment of  triumph,  than  the  fancied  trophies  of  brass  and  mar- 
ble so  often  erected  by  Roman  vanity.^^o  t^^  Igjg  ig  moral 
and  pathetic,  but  the  truth  t  of  it  may  very  fairly  be  called  ia 
question.  The  letters  still  extant  from  the  princes  of  the  East 
to  Sapor  are  manifest  forgeries ;  ^^^  nor  is  it  natural  to  suppose 
that  a  jealous  monarch  should,  even  in  the  person  of  a  rival, 
thus  publicly  degrade  the  majesty  of  kings.  Whatever  treat- 
ment the  unfortunate  Valerian  might  experience  in  Persia,  it 
is  at  least  certain  that  the  only  emperor  of  Rome  who  had 
ever  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  languished  away  his 
Jfe  in  hopeless  captivity. 

'^  The  Pagan  writers  lament,  the  Christian  insult,  the  misfortunes 
•jf  Valerian.  Their  various  testimonies  are  accurately  collected  by 
FiUemont,  tom.  iiL  p.  739,  &c.  So  little  has  been  preserved  of  east- 
em  history  before  Mahomet,  that  the  modem  Persians  are  totally 
ignorant  of  the  victory  of  Sapor,  an  event  so  glorious  to  their  nation. 
Bee  Biblioth^ue  Orientale.* 

'"  One  of  these  epistles  is  from  Artavasde*  Ving  of  Armenia; 
nnce  Armenia  was  then  a  province  of  Persia,  the  king,  the  kingdom^ 
and  the  epistle  must  be  fictitiouB. 

*  Malcolm  appears  to  write  from  Persian  authorities,  i  76.  —  M. 

t  Tet  Gibbon  lumself  records  a  8p«ech  of  the  emperor  Gklerius,  whieh 
Alludes  to  the  cruelties  exerdsed  asainst  the  living,  and  the  indignities  to 
which  they  exposed  the  dead  Yalerian,  voL  ii.  c^.  13.  Respect  for  the 
Unglv  character  would  by  no  means  prevent  an  eastern  rtoraroh  fnm 
iraSiying  his  pride  and  his  vengeance  on  a  fallen  foe.  •^  M. 
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The  emperor  Grallienus,  who  had  long  supponed  with  im- 
;>atience  the  censorial  severity  of  his  father  and  colleague 
received  the  intelligence  of  h.s  misfortunes  with  secret  pleas- 
ure and  avowed  indifference.  "  I  knew  that  my  father  was 
a  mortal,^'  said  he ;  '^  and  since  he  has  acted  as  becomes  a 
brave  man,  I  am  satisfied."  Whilst  Rome  lamented  the  fate 
of  her  sovereign,  the  savage  coldness  of  his  son  was  extolled 
by  the  servile  courtiers  as  the  perfect  firmness  of  a  hero  and 
a  stoic.i^^  It  is  diflScult  to  paint  the  light,  the  various,  the 
inconstant  character  of  Gallienus,  which  he  displayed  without 
constraint,  as  soon  as  he  became  sole  possessor  of  the  empire. 
In  every  art  that  he  attempted,  his  lively  genius  enabled  him 
to  succeed ;  and  as  his  genius  was  destitute  of  judgment,  he 
attempted  every  art,  except  the  important  ones  of  war  and 
government.  He  was  a  master  of  several  curious,  but  useless 
sciences,  a  ready  orator,  an  elegant  poet,^^^  a  skilful  gardener, 
an  excellent  cook,  and  most  contemptible  prince.  When  the 
great  emergencies  of  the  state  required  his  presence  ano 
attention,  he  was  engaged  in  conversation  with  the  philosophei 
Plotinus,^^  wasting  his  time  in  trifling  or  licentious  pleasures, 
preparing  his  initiation  to  the  Grecian  mysteries,  or  soliciting 
a  place  in  the  Areopagus  of  Athens.  His  profuse  magnifi- 
cence insulted  the  general  poverty ;  the  solemn  ridicule  of  his 
triumphs  impressed  a  deeper  sense  of  the  public  disgrace.^** 

***  See  his  life  in  the  Augustan  History. 

'^  There  is  still  extant  a  very  pretty  Epithalamium,  composed  by 
Gallienus  for  the  nuptiala  of  hu  nephews :  — 

**  Ite  ait,  O  Juvenes,  pariter  sudate  meduUis 
Omnibus,  inter  vos :  non  murmura  vestra  columbx, 
Brachia  non  hederae,  non  yincant  oscula  conche." 

*•«  He  was  on  the  point  of  giving  Plotinus  a  ruined  city  of  Cam- 
pania  to  try  the  experiment  of  rea^Olzing  Plato's  Kepublic.  See  the 
Life  of  Plotinus,  by  Porphyry,  in  Fabricius's  Biblioth.  Gr»o.  1.  iv. 

-^^  A  medal  -which  bears  the  head  of  Gallienus  has  perplexed  the 
antiquarians  by  its  legend  and  reverse ;  the  former  GaliUme  Au^tmUty 
the  latter  Ubiqus  Pax.  M.  Spanheim  supposes  that  the  coin  was 
■truck  by  some  of  the  enemies  of  Gallienus,  and  was  designed  aa  a 
aevere  satire  on  that  effeminate  prince.  But  as  the  use  of  irony  may 
teem  unworthy  of  the  gravity  of  the  Roman  mint,  M.  de  Vallemont 
haa  deduced  from  a  passage  of  Trebellius  PoUio  (Hist.  Aug.  p.  198) 
an  ingenious  and  natural  solution.  GaUiena  was  first  cousin  to  the 
emperor.  By  deUvering  Africa  from  the  usurper  Celsua,  she  de- 
served the  title  of  Augusta.  On  a  medal  in  the  French  king's  ool- 
leotion,  we  read  a  similar  inscription  of  Famtina  Au^mta  round  the 
head  of  Marotis  AureUus.     With  regard  to  the  09*ftte  Pox,  it  ii 
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Che  repeated  intelligence  of  invasions,  defeats,  and  rebel- 
lions be  received  with  a  careless  smile,  and  singling  out* 
with  affected  contempt,  some  particular  production  of  the  losi 
province,  he  carelessly  asked,  whether  Rome  must  be  ruined 
unless  it  was  supplied  with  linen  from  Egypt,  and  arras  cloth 
from  Gaul.  There  were,  however,  a  few  short  moments  in  tha 
life  of  Gallienus,  when,  exasperated  by  some  recent  injury, 
he  suddenly  appeared  the  intrepid  soldier  and  the  cruel  tyrant , 
till,  satiated  with  blood,  or  fatigued  by  resistance,  he  insensi- 
bly sunk  into  the  natural  mildness  and  indolence  of  his  char- 
acter.^^ 

At  the  time  when  the  reins  of  government  were  held  with 
so  loose  a  hand,  it  is  not  surprising,  that  a  crowd  of  usurpers 
should  start  up  in  every  province  of  the  empire  against  the  son 
of  Valerian.  It  was  probably  some  ingenious  fancy,  of  com* 
paring  the  thirty  tyrants  of  Rome  with  the  thirty  tyrants  of 
Athens,  that  induced  the  writers  of  the  Augustan  History  to 
select  that  celebrated  number,  which  has  been  gradually  re- 
ceived into  popular  appellation.^^'  But  in  every  light  the  par- 
allel is  idle  ana  defective.  What  resemblance  can  we  discovei 
between  a  council  of  thirty  persons,  the  united  oppressors  of  a 
single  city,  and  an  uncertain  list  of  independent  rivals,  who  rose 
and  fell  in  irregular  succession  through  the  extent  of  a  vast  em- 
pire ?  Nor  can  the  number  of  thirty  be  completed,  unless  we 
include  in  the  account  the  women  and  children  who  were  hon- 
ored with  the  Imperial  title.  The  reign  of  Gallienus,  distracted 
as  it  was,  produced  only  nineteen  pretenders  to  the  throne  :  Cy- 
riades,  Macrianus,  Balista,  Odenathus,  and  Zenobia,  in  the  East ; 
in  Graul,  and  the  western  provinces,  Posthumus,  LoUianus, 
Victorinus,  and  his  mother  Victoria,  Marius,  and  Tetricus ;  in 
Illyricum  and  the  confines  of  the  Danube,  Ingenuus,  Regillia- 

easily  explained  by  the  yanity  of  Gallienus,  who  seized,  perhaps,  the 
occasion  of  some  momentary  calm.  See  Nouvelles  de  la  Republique 
dM  liettres,  Janvier,  1700,  p.  21 — 34. 

'**  This  singular  character  has,  I  believe,  been  fairly  transmitted 
to  us.  The  reign  of  his  immediate  successor  was  short  and  busy , 
and  the  historians  who  wrote  before  the  elevation  of  the  family  of 
Constantine  could  not  have  the  most  remote  interest  to  misrepre- 
sent the  character  of  Gallienus. 

*^7  PoUio  expresses  the  most  minute  anxiety  to  complete  tbc 
number.* 


*  Compare  a  dissertation  of  Manso  on  the  thirty  tyrants,  at  the  end  oi 
■it  Leben  Constantius  des  Orossen.    Breslau.  1817-  —  M. 
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nos,  and  Aureolu? ;  in  Pontus,^^  Satuminus ;  in  Isauna,  Tie- 
bellianus ;  Piso  in  Thessaly ;  Valens  m  Achaia ,  ^milianue 
in  Egypt ;  and  Celsus  in  Africa.*  To  illustrate  the  obscure 
monuments  of  the  life  and  death  of  each  individual,  would 
prove  a  laborious  task,  alike  barren  of  instruction  and  of 
amusement.  We  may  content  ourselves  with  investigating 
lome  general  characters,  that  most  strongly  mark  the  condi- 
tion of  the  times,  and  the  manners  of  the  men,  their  pre* 
tensions,  their  motives,  their  fate,  and  the  destructive  conse- 
I  jcnces  of  their  usurpation.^^ 

It  is  sufficiently  known,  that  the  odious  appellation  of  TyrcaU 
was  often  employed  by  the  ancients  to  express  the  illegal 
seizure  of  supreme  power,  without  any  reference  to  the  abuse 
of  it.  Several  of  the  pretenders,  who  raised  the  standard  of 
rebellion  against  the  emperor  Gallienus,  were  shining  models 
of  virtue,  and  almost  all  possessed  a  considerable  share  of 
vigor  and  ability.  Their  merit  had  recommended  them  to  the 
favor  of  Valerian,  and  gradually  promoted  them  to  the  most 
important  commands  of  the  empire.  The  generals,  who 
assumed  the  title  of  Augustus,  were  either  respected  by  their 
troops  for  their  able  conduct  and  severe  discipline,  or  admired 
for  valor  and  success  in  war,  or  beloved  for  frankness  and 
generosity.  The  field  of  victory  was  often  the  scene  of  their 
election ;  and  even  the  armorer  Marius,  the  most  contemptible 


^**  The  place  of  his  reign  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  but  there  wot 
a  tyrant  in  Pontus,  and  we  are  acquainted  with  the  seat  of  all  thfl 
others. 

'^  Tillemont,  torn.  iiL  p.  1163,  reckons  them  somewhat  dif- 
ferently. 

*  Captain  Smyth,  in  his  ''  Catalogue  of  Medals/'  p.  307,  substitutes  twc 
new  names  to  make  up  the  number  of  nineteoTi,  for  those  of  Odenathns 
and  Zenobia.    He  subjoins  this  list : — 

1.  9l  3. 

Of  those  whose  coins  Those  whose  coins  Those  ci  whoon  ■• 

sre  undoubtedly  true.  are  suspected.  coins  are  ^iowb 

Posthumus.  Cyriades.  Valens.    f 

Laelianus,  {LoUiamu.  G.)  Ineenuus.  Balista.    • 

Victorinus.  Celsus.  Satuminua.    . 

Marius.  Piso  Frugi  rreheHianni. 

Tetricus.  —  M.  l»tf 

Macrianus. 

Quiehu. 

Regalianus.  {RegUkanm.  O.) 

Alex.  iBmijianus. 

Aureolus. 

OM^pintts  if  mAmmw. 
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•>f  all  the  cand.dates  for  the  purple,  was  distinguished,  however 
by  intrepid  courage,  matchless  strength,  and  blunt  honesty. ^^^ 
His  mean  and  recent  trade  cast,  indeed^  an  air  of  ridicule  on 
his  elevation ;  *  but  his  birth  could  not  be  more  obscure  than 
was  that  of  the  greater  part  of  his  rivals,  who  were  born  of 
peasants,  and  enlisted  in  the  army  as  private  soldiers.  In 
times  of  confusion,  every  active  genius  finds  the  place  assigned 
him  by  nature :  in  a  general  state  of  war,  military  merit  is 
the  road  to  glory  and  to  greatness.  Of  the  nineteen  tyrants, 
Tetricus  only  was  a  senator ;  Piso  alone  was  a  noble.  The 
blood  of  Numa,  through  twenty-eight  successive  generations, 
ran  in  the  veins  of  Calphurnius  Piso,^®^  who,  by  female  alli- 
ances, claimed  a  right  of  exhibiting,  in  his  house,  the  images 
of  Crassus  and  of  the  great  Pompey.^^^  His  ancestors  had 
been  repeatedly  dignified  with  all  the  honors  which  the  com- 
monwealth could  bestow ;  and  of  all  the  ancient  families  of 
Rome,  the  Calphurian  alone  had  survived  the  tyranny  of  the 
CsBsars.  The  personal  qualities  of  Piso  added  new  lustre  to 
his  race.  The  usurper  Valens,  by  whose  order  he  was  killed, 
confessed,  with  deep  remorse,  that  even  an  enemy  ought  to 
nave  respected  the  sanctity  of  Piso ;  and  although  he  died  in 
arms  against  Gallienus,  the  senate,  with  the  emperor^s  gener- 
ous permission,  decreed  the  triumphal  ornaments  to  the  mem- 
ory of  so  virtuous  a  rebel^^^ 

The  lieutenants  of  Valerian  were  grateful  to  the  father 
whom  they  esteemed.  They  disdained  to  serve  the  luxurious 
mdolence  of  his  unworthy  son.     The  throne  of  the  Roman 

*^  See  the  speech  of  Marius  in  the  Augustan  History,  p.  197. 
rhe  accidental  Identity  of  names  was  the  only  circumstance  that 
sould  tempt  PoUio  to  imitate  Sallust. 

i«i  u  Yo&^  O  Pompilius  sanguis !  "  is  Horace's  address  to  the  Piaos 
See  Art.  Poet.  y.  292,  with  Dacier's  and  Sanadon's  notes. 

'^  Tacit.  Aunal.  xv.  48.  Hist.  1.  15.  In  the  former  of  these  pas- 
sages we  may  venture  to  change  patema  into  matema.  In  every  gen- 
eration from  Augustus  to  Alexander  Severus,  one  or  more  Pisoi 
appear  as  consuls.  A  Piso  was  deemed  worthy  of  the  throne  by 
Augustus,  (Tacit.  Annal.  i.  13 ;)  a  second  headed  a  formidable  con- 
spiracy against  Nero ;  and  a  third  was  adopted,  and  declared  Ciesar, 
by  Galba. 

'^  Hist.  August,  p.  195.  The  senate,  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm, 
leems  to  have  presumed  on  the  approbation  of  Gallienus. 


*  Maiitts  was  killed  by  a  soldier,  who  had  formerly  served  as  a  workman 
in  his  shop,  and  who  exclaimed,  as  he  stnck,  "  Fiehold  the  sword  whiek 
ihTself  hast  fogged."    Treb.  in  vita.  —  G. 
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world  was  unsupported  by  any  principle  of  loyalty  ,  and  trea 
■on  against  such  a  prince  might  easily  be  considered  as  patriot 
ism  to  the  state.  Yet  if  we  examine  with  candor  the  conduct 
of  these  usurpers,  it  will  appear,  that  they  were  much  oflener 
driven  into  rebellion  by  their  fears,  than  urged  to  it  by  theii 
ambition  They  dreaded  the  cruel  suspicions  of  Grallienus : 
they  equally  dreaded  the  capricious  violence  of  their  troops. 
If  the  dangerous  favor  of  the  army  had  imprudently  deciared 
them  deserving  of  the  purple,  they  were  marked  for  sure  de 
struction ;  and  even  prudence  would  counsel  them  to  secure  a 
short  enjoyment  of  empire,  and  rather  to  try  the  fortune  of 
war  than  to  expect  the  hand  of  an  executioner.  When  the 
clamor  of  the  soldiers  invested  the  reluctant  victims  with  the 
ensigns  of  sovereign  authority,  they  sometimes  mourned  in 
secret  their  approaching  fate.  '^  You  have  lost,^'  said  Satur- 
ninus,  on  the  day  of  his  eleva^on,  '^  you  have  lost  a  useful 
commander,  and  you  have  made  a  very  wretched  emperor."  ^^ 
The  apprehensions  of  Satuminus  were  justified  by  the 
repeated  experience  of  revolutions.  Of  the  nineteen  tyrants 
who  started  up  under  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  there  was  not  one 
who  enjoyed  a  life  of  peace,  or  a  natural  death.  As  soon  as 
they  were  invested  with  the  bloody  purple,  they  inspired  their 
adherents  with  the  same  fears  and  ambition  which  had  oc- 
casioned their  own  revolt.  Encompassed  with  domestic  con- 
spiracy, military  sedition,  and  civil  war,  they  trembled  on  the 
edge  of  precipices,  in  which,  after  a  longer  or  shorter  term  of 
anxiety,  they  were  inevitably  lost.  These  precarious  mon- 
archs  received,  however,  such  honors  as  the  flattery  of  their 
respective  armies  and  provinces  could  bestow;  but  their 
claim,  founded  on  rebellion,  could  never  obtain  the  sanction 
of  law  or  history.  Italy,  Rome,  and  the  senate,  constantly 
adhered  to  the  cause  of  Gallienus,  and  he  alone  was  con- 
sidered as  the  sovereign  of  the  empire.  That  prince  con- 
descended, indeed,  to  acknowledge  the  victorious  arms  of 
Odenathus,  who  deserved  the  honorable  distinction,  by  the 
respectful  conduct  which  he  always  maintained  towards  the 
son  of  Valerian.  With  the  general  applause  of  the  Romans, 
and  the  consent  of  Gallienus,  the  senate  conferred  the  title  of 
Augustus  on  the  brave  Palmyrenian ;  and  seemed  to  intrus* 
nim  with  the  government  of  Lie  East,  which  he  already  pos* 


^  Hist  Auguiit.  p.  196. 
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iesaed,  iii  so  independent  a  manner,  that,  like  a  private  buo- 
eefliion,  he  bequeathed  it  to  his  illustnous  widow,  Zenobia.^^ 
The  rapid  and  perpetual  transitions  from  the  cottage  to  the 
throne^  and  from  the  throne  to  the  grave,  might  have  amused 
an  indifferent  philosopher ;  were  it  possible  &r  a  philosopher 
to  remain  indifierent  amidst  the  general  calamities  of  human 
kind.  The  election  of  these  precarious  emperors,  their  power 
and  their  death,  were  equally  destructive  to  their  subjects  and 
adherents.  The  price  of  their  fatal  elevation  was  instantly 
discharged  to  the  troops,  by  an  immense  donative,  drawn  from 
the  bowels  «>f  the  exhausted  people.  However  virtuous  was 
their  character,  however  pure  their  mtentions,  they  found  them- 
selves reduced  to  the  hard  necessity  of  supporting  their  usur 
pation  by  frequent  acts  of  rapine  and  cruelty.  When  they  fell, 
they  involved  armies  and  provinces  in  their  fall.  There  is 
still  extant  a  most  savage  mandate  from  Grallienus  to  one  of  his 
ministers,  after  the  suppression  of  Ingenuus,  who  had  assumed 
the  purple  in  Illyricum.  ^^  It  is  not  enough,^^  says  that  soft 
but  inhuman  prince,  that  you  exterminate  such  as  have 
Appeared  in  arms  ;  the  chance  of  battle  might  have  served  me 
as  effectually.  The  male  sex  of  every  age  must  be  extirpated 
provided  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  children  and  old  men,  you 
can  contrive  means  to  save  our  reputation.  Let  every  one  die 
who  has  dropped  an  expression,  who  has  entertained  a  thought 
against  me,  against  me^  the  son  of  Valerian,  the  father  and  brother 
of  so  many  princes.^^^  Remember  that  Ingenuus  was  made 
emperor :  tear,  kill,  hew  in  pieces.  I  write  to  you  with  my 
own  hand,  and  would  inspire  you  with  my  own  feelings."  *^' 
Whilst  the  public  forces  of  the  state  were  dissipated  in  private 
quarrels,  the  defenceless  provinces  lay  exposed  to  every 
invader.  The  bravest  usurpers  were  compelled,  by  tlie  per- 
plexity of  their  situation,  to  conclude  ignominious  treaties  with 
the  common  enemy,  to  purchase  with  oppressive  tributes  the 

'*  l^e  asBociation  of  the  brave  Palmyrenian  was  the  moat  populat 
act  of  the  whole  reign  of  GallienuB.    Hist.  August,  p.  180. 

>**  Gallienus  had  given  the  titles  of  CsBsar  and  Augustus  to  his 
son  Saloninus,  slain  at  Cologne  by  the  usurper  Posthumus.  A  b6o> 
ond  son  of  Gallienus  succeeded  to  the  name  and  rank  of  his  elder 
brother.  Valerian,  the  brother  of  Gallienus,  was  also  associated  to 
Ihe  empire :  several  other  brothers,  sisters,  nephews,  and  nieces  of 
ih»  emporor  formed  a  very  numerous  royal  faxnily.  See  TiUemont, 
torn.  ilL,  and  'hL  de  Brequigny  in  the  M6moire8  de  rAoademie,  torn 
sxxlL  p.  262. 

^  Hiat.  August,  p.  188 
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neutrality   or  services  of  the  Barbarians    and   to  introduce 

hostile  and  independent  nations  into  the  heart  of  the  Roman 
monarchy.  168 

Such  were  the  barbarians,  and  such  the  tyrants,  who,  undei 
the  reigns  of  Vai^erian  and  Gallienus,  dismembered  the  prov- 
inces, and  reduced  the  empire  to  the  lowest  pitch  of  disgrace 
and  ruin,  from  whence  it  seemed  impossible  that  it  should  ever 
emerge.  As  far  as  the  barrenness  of  materials  would  permit, 
we  have  attempted  to  trace,  with  order  and  perspicuity,  the 
general  events  of  that  calamitous  period.  There  still  remain 
some  particular  facts :  I.  The  disorders  of  Sicily ;  11.  The 
tumults  of  Alexandria;  and,  HE.  The  rebellion  of  the.Isauri- 
ans,  which  may  serve  to  reflect  a  strong  light  on  the  horrid 
picture. 

I.  Whenever  numerous  troops  of  banditti,  multiplied  by 
success  and  impunity,  publiclv  defy,  instead  of  eluding  tho 
justice  of  their  country,  we  may  safely  infer,  that  the  excessive 
weakness  of  the  government  is  felt  and  abused  by  the  lowest 
ranks  of  the  community.  The  situation  of  Sicily  preserved  it 
from  the  Barbarians  ;  nor  could  the  disarmed  province  have  sup- 
ported a  usurper.  The  sufferings  of  that  once  flourishing  and 
still  fertile  island  were  inflicted  by  baser  hands.  A  licentious 
crowd  of  slaves  and  peasants  reigned  for  a  while  over  the  plun- 
dered country,  and  renewed  the  memory  of  the  servile  wars  of 
iiore  ancient  times.^^^  Devastations,  of  which  the  husbandman 
was  either  the  victim  or  the  accomplice,  must  have  ruined  the 
agriculture  of  Sicily ;  and  as  the  principal  estates  were  the 
property  of  the  opulent  senators  of  Rome,  who  oflen  enclosed 
within  a  farm  the  territory  of  an  old  republic,  it  is  not  improb- 
able, that  this  private  injury  might  affect  the  capital  more 
deeply,  than  all  the  conquests  of  the  Goths  or  the  Persians. 

II.  The  foundation  of  Alexandria  was  a  noble  design,  at 
once  conceived  and  executed  by  the  son  of  Philip.  The  beau- 
tiful and  regular  form  of  that  great  city,  second  only  to  Rome 
itself,  comprehended  a  circumference  of  fifteen  miles  ;  ^''^  it 
was  peopled  by  three  hundred  thousand  free  inhabitants,  besides 


i<*  RegilHanuB  had  some  bands  of  Roxolani  in  nis  service ;  Post- 
humus  a  body  of  Franks.  It  was,  perhaps,  in  the  character  of  aux- 
iliaries that  the  latter  introduced  themselves  into  Spain. 

'"  The  Augustan  History,  p.  177,  calls  it  Mernile  heUum,  Rat 
Diodor.  SicuL  L  xxziv. 

^^  Plin.  Hist  Natur.  v.  10. 
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it  leist  an  equal  number  of  slaves.^''^  The  lucrative  trade 
of  Arabia  and  India  flowed  through  the  port  of  Alexandria,  to 
ihe  capital  and  provinces  of  the  empire.*  Idleness  was  un- 
known. Some  were  employed  in  blowing  of  glass,  others  in 
weaving  of  linen,  others  again  manufacturing  the  papyrus. 
Kither  sex,  and  every  age,  was  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of 
industry,  nor  did  even  the  blind  or  the  lame  want  occupations 
suited  to  their  condition.  ^''^^  But  the  people  of  Alexandria,  a 
various  mixture  of  nations,  united  the  vanity  and  inconstancy 
of  the  Greeks  with  the  superstition  and  obatinacy  of  the 
Egyptians.  The  most  trifling  occasion,  a  transient  scarcity 
of  flesh  or  lentils,  the  neglect  of  an  accustomed  salutation,  a 
mistake  of  precedency  in  the  public  baths,  or  even  a  religious 
dispute,^^^  were  al  any  time  sufficient  to  kindle  a  sedition  among 
that  vast  multitude,  whose  resentments  were  furious  and  im- 
placable.^'* After  the  captivity  of  Valerian  and  the  insolence 
of  his  son  had  relaxed  the  authority  of  the  laws,  the  Alexan- 
drians abandoned  cnemselves  to  the  ungovemed  rage  of  their 
passions,  and  their  unhappy  country  was  the  theatre  of  a  civ- 
war,  which  continued  (with  a  few  short  and  suspicious  truces) 
above  twelve  years. i''^  All  intercourse  was  cut  off  between 
the  several  quarters  of  the  afflicted  city,  every  street  was 
polluted  with  blood,  every  building  of  strength  converted  into 
a  citadel ;  nor  did  the  tumults  subside  till  a  considerable  part 
of  Alexandria  was  irretrievably  ruined.     The  spacious  and 


>^  Diodor.  SieaL  L  xvii.  p.  690,  edit  Weaseling. 

>^  See  a  very  curious  letter  of  Hadrian,  in  the  Augustan  History, 
p.  245. 

ITS  Such  as  the  sacrilegious  murder  of  a  divine  cat.  See  Diodor. 
%cal.  L  Lf 

174  Qigt.  August,  p.  195.  This  long  and  terrible  sedition  was  fini 
occasioned  by  a  dispute  between  a  soldier  and  a  townsman  about  i 
pair  of  shoes. 

i7»  Dionysius  apud  Euseb.  EQst.  Bcoles.  viL  p.  21.  Ammian. 
xxiL  16. 


*  Berenice,  or  Mjos-Hormos,  on  the  Red  Sea,  received  the  eastern  com- 
modities. From  thence  they  were  transjwrted  to  the  Nile,  and  down  thr 
Nile  to  Alexandria.  —  M. 

t  The  hostility  between  the  Jewish  and  Ghrecian  part  of  the  population, 
Afterwards  between  the  two  former  and  the  Christian,  were  unfailing  caasei 
»f  tumult,  sedition,  and  massacre.  In  no  place  were  the  religious  cBsputes, 
after  the  establisbment  of  Christianity,  more  frequent  or  more  sanguinary 
See  Fhilo.  de  L^t.  Hist,  of  Jews,  ii.  171,  lii.  111.  196.  Gibbon,  ifi 
3«  xxi.  Tiii.  c.  xlrii.  —  M 

M 
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maginficeut  district  of  Bruchlou,*  with  its  palaces  and  musao 
ura,  the  residence  of  the  kings  and  philosophers  of  Egypt,  i« 
described  above  a  century  afterwards,  as  already  reduced 
to  its  present  state  of  dreary  soUtude.^'''^ 

III.  The  obscure  rebellion  of  Trebellianus,  who  assumed 
the  purple  in  Isauria,  a  petty  province  of  Asia  Minor,  waa 
Attsnded  with  strange  and  memorable  consequences.  The 
pageant  of  royalty  was  soon  destroyed  by  an  officer  of 
Gallienus  ;  but  his  followers,  despairing  of  mercy,  resolved  to 
shake  off  their  allegiance,  not  only  to  the  emperor,  but  to  the 
empire,  and  suddenly  returned  to  the  savage  manners  from 
which  they  had  never  perfectly  been  reclaimed.  Their  craggy 
rocks,  a  branch  of  the  wide-extended  Taurus,  protected  their 
inaccessible  retreat.  The  tillage  of  some  fertile  valleys  ^^ 
supplied  them  with  necessaries,  and  a  habit  ot  rapine  witn  the 
luxuries  of  life.  In  the  heart  of  the  Roman  monarchy,  the 
Isaurians  long  continued  a  nation  of  wild  barbarians.  Suc- 
ceeding princes,  unable  to  reduce  them  to  obedience,  either 
by  arms  or  policy,  were  compelled  to  acknowledge  their 
weakness,  by  surrounding  the  hostile  and  independent  spot 
with  a  strong  chain  of  fortifications,^'''®  which  often  proved 
insufficient  to  restrain  the  incursions  of  these  domestic  foes. 
The  Isaurians,  gradually  extending  their  territory  to  the  sea- 
coast,  subdued  the  western  and  mountainous  part  of  Cilicia 
formerly  the  nest  of  those  daring  pirates,  agamst  whom  the 
republic  had  once  been  obliged  to  exert  its  utmost  force,  undei 
^he  conduct  of  the  great  Pompey.^"''^ 

Our  habits  of  thinking  so  fondly  connect  the  order  of  the 
jniverse  with  the  fate  of  man,  that  this  gloomy  period  of  his- 
ory  has  been  decorated  with  inundations,  earthquakes,  uncom* 
lion  meteors,  preternatural  darkness,  and  a  crowd  of  prodigies 
ictitious  or  exaggerated.^®^     But  a  long  and  general  faminr 


'^*  Scaliger.  Animadver.  ad  Euseb.  Cliroii.  p.  258.  Three  liafttTU 
sons  of  M.  Bonamy,  in  the  Mem.  de  rAcadomie,  lom.  ix. 

»"  Strabo,  1.  xiii*  p.  569. 

"**  Hist.  August,  p.  197, 

*'•  See  Cellarius,  Gcogr.  Antiq.  tom.  ii.  p.  137,  upon  thp  I  'lut*  u 
Ufturia. 

'*'  Hist.  August.  >  177. 


•  The  Bruchion  was  a  quarter  of  Alexandria  which  extended  along  vhc 
^xrgest  of  the  two  ports,  and  coniaiued  many  palaces,  iuhihited  bv  tint 
Ptolemies.     D'Anv.  Geogr.  A.nc   vii   10.  —  G. 
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ffua  a  calamity  of  a  more  serious  kind.  It  was  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  rapine  and  oppression,  which  extirpated  the 
produce  of  the  present,  and  the  hope  of  future  harvests 
Famine  is  almos  always  followed  by  epidemical  diseases,  the 
efiect  of  scanty  and  jrwholesome  food.  Other  causes  must, 
however,  have  contributed  to  the  furious  plague,  which,  from 
the  year  two  hundred  and  fiAy  to  the  year  two  hundred  an:: 
sixty-five,  raged  without  interruption  in  every  province,  every 
city,  and  almost  every  family,  of  the  Roman  empire.  During 
80me  time  five  thousand  persons  died  daily  in  Rome;  and 
many  towns,  that  had  escaped  the  hands  of  the  Barbarians, 
^ere  entirely  depopulated.*®^ 

We  have  the  knowledge  of  a  very  curious  circumstance,  of 
some  use  perhaps  in  the  melancholy  calculation  of  human 
calamities.  An  exact  register  was  kept  at  Alexandria  of  all 
the  citizens  entitled  to  receive  the  distribution  of  corn.  It 
was  found,  that  the  ancient  number  of  those  comprised  be- 
tween the  ages  of  forty  and  seventy,  had  been  equal  to  the 
whole  sum  of  claimants,  from  fourteen  to  fourscore  years  of 
age,  who  remained  alive  af\er  the  reign  of  Gallienus.^^  Ap- 
plying this  authentic  fact  to  the  most  correct  tables  of  mor- 
tality, it  evidently  proves,  that  above  half  the  people  of  Alex- 
andria had  perished ;  and  could  we  venture  to  extend  the 
analogy  to  the  other  provinces,  we  might  suspect,  that  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine,  had  consumed,  in  a  few  years,  the 
moiety  of  the  human  species.*^ 

>>*>  Hist.  August,  p.  177.  Zosimus,  L  i.  p.  24.  Zonaras,  1.  xii.  p 
623.  Bugeb.  Chronicon.  Victor  in  Epitom.  Victor  in  C»sar.  £u- 
tronius,  Ix.  5.     Orosius,  vii.  21. 

'*•  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccles.  vii.  21.    The  fact  is  taken  from  the  Leiten 
of  Dionysius,  who,  in  the  time  of  those  troubles,  was  bishop  of  Alex 
tndria. 

^^'>  In   a  great   number  of   parishes,    11,000  persons  were  founc 
;/€twecn  fourteen  and  eighty:  5365  between  forty  and  etc  'onty.     Se< 
&*i.!Jon  Histoire  NatireUe,  torn.  ii.  p.  590. 
17 


CHAPTER    XI. 

ftllflf)    CF    CLAUDIUS. — DEFEAT    OF    THE    GOTHS. "^ICTOBIKS 

TRIt'MPH    AND   DEATH    OF   AURELIAN. 

Ui^rER  the  deplorable  reigns  of  Valerian  and  Gallienus,  th« 
empire  was  oppressed  and  almost  destroyed  by  the  soldiers 
the  tyrants,  and  the  barbarians.  It  was  saved  by  a  series  of 
great  princes,  who  derived  their  obscure  origin  from  the  mar- 
tial provinces  of  Illyricum.  Within  a  period  of  about  thirty 
vears,  Claudius,  Aurelian,  Probus,  Diocletian  and  his  col- 
leagues, triumphed  over  the  foreign  and  domestic  enemies  of 
the  state,  reestablished,  with  the  military  discipline,  the 
strength  of  the  frontiers,  and  deserved  the  glorious  title  of 
Restorers  of  the  Roman  world. 

The  removal  of  an  effeif'inate  tyrant  made  way  foi  a  suc- 
cession of  heroes.  The  indij^nation  of  the  people  imputed  all 
their  calamities  to  Gallienus,  and  the  far  greater  part  were, 
'ndeed,  the  consequence  of  his  dissolute  manners  and  careless 
administration.  He  was  even  destitute  of  a  sense  of  honor, 
which  so  frequently  supplies  the  absence  of  public  virtue ;  and 
as  long  as  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy  the  possession  of  Italy, 
a  victory  of  the  barbarians,  the  loss  of  a  province,  or  the 
rebellion  of  a  general,  seldom  disturbed  the  tranquil  course  of 
his  pleasures.  At  length,  a  considerable  army,  stationed  on 
the  Upper  Danube,  invested  with  the  Imperial  purple  their 
leader  Aureolus ;  who,  disdaining  a  confined  and  barren  reign 
over  the  mountains  of  Rhsetia,  passed  the  Alps,  occupied 
Milan,  threatened  Rome,  and  challenged  Gallienus  to  dispute 
in  the  field  the  sovereignty  of  Italy.  The  emperor,  provoked 
by  the  insult,  and  alarmed  by  the  instant  danger,  suddenly 
exerted  that  latent  vigor  which  sometimes  broke  through  the 
indolence  of  his  temper.  Forcing  himself  from  the  luxury 
of  the  palace,  he  appeared  in  arms  at  the  head  of  his  legions, 
and  advanced  beyond  the  Po  to  encounter  his  competitor. 
The  corrupted  name  of  Pontirolo  ^  still  preserves  the  memory 

^  Pons  Ayreolif  thirteen  miles  from  Bergamo,  and  thirty-two  from 
Hilan.     See  Oluver.  Italia  Antiq.  torn.  i.  p.  245.    Neai  this  place,  ij 
330 
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of  a  bridge  over  the  Adda,  which,  during  the  action,  must 
have  proved  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  to  both  armies 
The  Rhstian  usurper,  af\er  receiving  a  total  defeat  and  a  dan- 
gerous wound,  retired  into  Milan.  The  siege  of  that  great 
city  was  immediately  formed;  the  walls  were  battered  with 
every  engine  in  use  among  the  ancients ;  and  Aureolus,  doubt- 
ful of  his  internal  strength,  and  hopeless  of  foreign  succors, 
already  anticipated  the  fatal  consequences  of  unsuccessful 
rebellion. 

His  last  resource  was  an  attempt  to  seduce  the  loyalty  of 
the  besiegers.  He  scattered  libels  through  the  camp,  inviting 
the  troopp  to  desert  an  unworthy  master,  who  sacrificed  the 
public  happiness  to  his  luxury,  and  the  lives  of  his  most  valu- 
able subjects  to  the  slightest  suspicions.  The  arts  of  Aureoluv 
diffused  fears  and  discontent  among  the  principal  officers  of 
his  rival.  A  conspiracy  was  formed  by  Heraclianus  the  Prae- 
torian prsefect,  by  Marcian,  a  general  of  rank  and  reputation, 
and  by  Cecrops,  who  commanded  a  numerous  body  of  Dal- 
matian guards.  The  death  of  Gallienus  was  resolved ;  and 
notwithstanding  their  desire  of  first  terminating  the  siege  of 
Milan,  the  extreme  danger  which  accompanied  every  me- 
mentos delay  obliged  them  to  hasten  the  execution  of  theii 
daring  purpose.  At  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  but  while  the 
emperor  still  protracted  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  an  alarm 
was  suddenly  given,  that  Aureolus,  at  the  head  of  all  his  forces, 
had  made  a  desperate  sally  from  the  town ;  Gallienus,  who 
was  never  deficient  in  personal  bravery,  started  from  his  silken 
couch,  and  without  allowing  himself  time  either  to  put  on  his 
armor,  or  to  assemble  his  guards,  he  mounted  on  horseback, 
and  rode  full  speed  towards  the  supposed  place  of  the  attack. 
Encompassed  by  his  declared  or  concealed  enemies,  he  soon, 
amidst  the  nocturnal  tumult,  received  a  mortal  dart  from  an 
uncertain  hand.  Before  he  expired,  a  patriotic  sentiment 
rising  in  the  mind  of  Gallienus,*induced  him  to  name  a  de- 
serving successor;  and  it  was  his  last  request,  that  the  Impe- 
rial ornaments  should  be  delivered  to  Claudius,  who  then  com- 
manded a  detached  army  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pavia.  The 
report  at  least  was  diligently  propagated,  and  the  order  chee^ 


Lhe  year  1703,  the  obstinate  battle  of  Cassano  was  fought  between  th« 
French  and  Austrians.  The  excellent  relation  of  the  Chevalier  d( 
Folard,  who  was  present,  gives  a  very  distinct  idea  of  the  ground. 
See  Polybe  de  FoUrd,  torn.  iii.  p.  223—248. 
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fully  cbeyed  by  the  conspirators,  who  had  already  agreed  ^ 
place  Claudius  on  the  throne.  On  the  first  news  of  the  etH' 
perar^s  death,  the  troops  expressed  some  suspicion  and  resent- 
ment, till  the  one  was  removed,  and  the  other  assuaged,  by  a 
donative  of  twenty  pieces  of  gold  to  each  soldier.  They  then 
ratified  the  election,  and  acknowledged  the  merit  of  their 
aew  sovereign.* 

The  obscurity  which  covered  the  origin  of  Claudius,  though 
Jt  was  afterwards  embellished  by  some  flattering  fictions,'  suf- 
ficiently betrays  the  meanness  of  his  birth.  We  can  only 
discover  that  he  was  a  native  of  one  of  the  provinces  border- 
ing on  the  Danube ;  that  his  youth  was  spent  in  arms,  anc 
that  his  modest  valor  attracted  the  favor  and  confidence  of 
Decius.  The  senate  and  people  already  considered  him  as 
an  excellent  officer,  equal  to  the  most  important  trusts ;  and 
censured  the  inattention  of  Valerian,  who  suffered  him  to 
remain  in  the  subordinate  station  of  a  tribune.  But  it  was  not 
long  before  that  emperor  distinguished  the  merit  of  Claudius, 
by  declaring  him  general  and  chief  of  the  Illyrian  frontier, 
with  the  command  of  all  the  troops  in  Thrace,  Msesia,  Dacia, 
Pannonia,  and  Dalmatia,  the  appointments  of  the  praefect  of 
Egypt,  the  establishment  of  the  proconsul  of  Africa,  and  the 
sure  prospect  of  the  consulship.  By  his  victories  over  the 
Goths,  he  deserved  from  the  senate  the  honor  of  a  statue,  and 
excited  the  jealous  apprehensions  of  Gallienus.  It  was  im- 
possible that  a  soldier  could  esteem  so  dissolute  a  sovereign, 
nor  is  it  easy  to  conceal  a  just  contempt.  Some  unguarded 
expressions  which  dropped  from  Claudius  were  officiously  trans- 
mitted to  the  royal  ear.  The  emperor's  answer  to  an  officei 
of  confidence  describes  in  very  lively  colors  his  own  charac- 
ter, and  that  of  the  times.  "  There  is  not  any  thing  capable 
of  giving  me  more  serious  concern,  than  the  intelligence  con- 
tained in  your  last  despatch  \*  that  some  malicious  suggestion! 

'  On  the  death  of  GaUieniis,  see  TrebelliuB  PoUio  in  Hist.  August 
p.  181.  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  87.  Zonaras,  1.  xii.  p.  634.  Eutrop.  ix.  11. 
A^urelius  Victor  in  Epitom.  Victor  in  Caesar.  I  have  compared  and 
blended  them  all,  but  have  chiefly  followed  AureUus  Victor,  whc 
ieems  to  have  had  the  best  memoirs. 

'  Some  supposed  him,  oddly  enough,  to  be  a  bastard  of  the  youngei 
Gordian.  Others  took  advantage  of  the  province  of  Dardania,  to 
deduce  his  origin  from  Dardanus,  and  the  ancient  kings  of  Troy. 

*  Notoria,  a  periodical  and  official  despatch  which  the  emperon 
received  from  the  frumetitarii,  or  agents  dispersed  through  the  prov 
inoea.     Of  those  we  ma}  sj^oak  hereafter. 


OF   THE   ROMAN    EMPIRE.  335 


li(ive  indisposed  towards  us  the  mind  of  our  friend  And  pari 
CUudius  As  you  regard  your  allegiance,  use  every  means 
to  appease  his  resentment,  but  conduct  your  negotiation  with 
secrecy ;  let  it  not  reach  the  knowledge  of  the  Dacian  troops  i 
they  are  already  provoked,  and  it  might  inflame  their  fury 
I  myself  have  sent  him  some  presents :  be  it  your  care  tha 
he  accept  them  with  pleasure.  Above  all,  let  him  not  suspect 
that  I  am  made  acquainted  with  his  imprudence.  The  fear 
>f  my  anger  might  urge  him  to  desperate  counsels."  •  Tht 
f)resent3  which  accompanied  this  humble  epistle,  in  which  the 
nonarch  solicited  a  reconciliation  with  his  discontented  sub- 
ject, consisted  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  a  splendid 
wardrobe,  and  a  valuable  service  of  silver  and  gold  plate. 
By  such  arts  Gallienus  softened  the  indignation  and  dispelled 
the  fears  of  his  Illyrian  general ;  and  during  the  remainder 
of  that  reign,  the  formidable  sword  of  Claudius  was  alwayi 
drawn  in  the  cause  of  a  master  whom  he  depised.  At  last, 
indeed,  he  received  from  the  conspirators  the  bloody  purple 
of  Gallienus :  but  he  had  been  absent  from  their  camp  and 
counsels ;  and  however  he  might  applaud  the  deed,  we  may 
candidly  presume  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  knowledge  of 
it.^  W  hen  Claudius  ascended  the  throne,  he  was  about  ^fij- 
four  years  of  age. 

The  siege  of  Milan  was  still  continued,  and  Aureolus  soon 
discovered  that  the  success  of  his  artifices  had  only  raised  up 
a  more  determined  adversary.  He  attempted  to  negotiate 
with  Claudius  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  partition.  "  Tell  him," 
replied  the  intrepid  emperor, ''  that  such  proposals  should  have 
been  made  to  Gallienus ;  he,  perhaps,  might  have  listened  to 
them  with  patience,  and  accepted  a  colleague  as  despicable  as 
himself." '  This  stern  refusal,  and  a  last  unsuccessful  effortj 
obliged  Aureolus  to  yield  the  city  and  himself  to  the  discretion 
of  the  conqueror.  The  judgment  of  the  army  pronounced 
him  worthy  of  death ;  and  Claudius,  ^fter  a  feeble  resistance, 
XMisented  to  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  Nor  was  the  zeal 
if  the  senate  less  ardent  in  the  cause  of  their  new  sovereign 

*  Hist.  August,  p.  2206.    QalUenus  describes  the  plate,  yestments,  &c 
ike  a  man  who  loved  and  understood  those  splendid  trifles. 

*  Julian  (Orat.  i.  p.  6)  affirms  that  Claudius  acquired  the  empire  in  ^ 
just  and  even  holy  manner.  But  we  may  distrust  the  partiality  of  t 
i  insman. 

*  Hist.  August,  p.  208.    There  are  some  trifling  differences  concern 
« )|;  the  circumstances  of  the  last  defeat  and  death  of  Aureolus. 
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They  niti/ied,  perhi  ps  with  a  sincere  transport  of  zeal,  Ih^ 
election  of  Claudius  ;  and,  as  his  predecessor  had  shown  him 
self  the  personal  enemy  of  their  order,  they  exercised,  undei 
the  name  of  justice,  a  severe  revenge  against  his  friends  and 
family.  The  senate  was  permitted  to  discharge  the  ungrateful 
ofRce  of  punishment,  and  the  emperor  reserved  for  himself 
the  pleasure  and  merit  of  obtaining  by  his  intercession  a  gen- 
eral act  of  indemnity.® 

Such  ostentatious  clemency  discovers  less  of  the  real  chai 
icter  of  Claudius,  than  a  trifling  circumstance  in  which  he 
seems  to  have  consulted  only  the  dictates  of  his  heart.  The 
frequent  rebellions  of  the  provinces  had  involved  almost  every 
person  in  the  guilt  of  treason,  almost  every  estate  in  the  case 
of  confiscation ;  and  Grallienus  ol  en  displayed  his  liberality  by 
distributing  among  his  officers  the  property  of  his  subjects. 
On  the  accession  of  Claudius,  an  old  woman  threw  herself  at 
his  feet,  and  complained  that  a  general  of  the  late  emperoi 
had  obtained  an  arbitrary  grant  of  her  patrimony.  This  gen- 
eral was  Claudius  himself,  who  had  not  entirely  escaped  the 
contagion  of  the  times.  The  emperor  blushed  at  the  reproach, 
but  deserved  the  confidence  which  she  had  reposed  in  hi9 
equity.  The  confession  of  his  fault  was  accompanied  with 
immediate  and  ample  restitution.^ 

In  the  arduous  task  which  Claudius  had  undertaken,  of 
.restoring  the  empire  to  its  ancient  splendor,  it  was  first  neces 
sary  to  revive  among  his  troops  a  sense  of  order  and  obe- 
dience. With  the  authority  of  a  veteran  commander,  he  rep- 
resented to  them  that  the  relaxation  of  discipline  had  intro- 
duced a  long  train  of  disorders,  the  effects  of  which  were  a*, 
length  experienced  by  the  soldiers  themselves ;  that  a  people 
ruined  by  oppression,  and  indolent  from  despair,  could  no 
longer  supply  a  numerous  army  with  the  means  of  luxury,  or 
even  of  subsistence ;  that  the  danger  of  each  individual  hai 
ncreased   with   the   despotism   of  the   military  order,  sinct 

*  Aurelius  Victor  in  Gallien.  The  people  loudly  praynd  for  the 
lamnation  of  Gallienus.*  The  senate  decreed  that  his  relations  and 
MTvants  should  be  thrown  down  headlong  from  the  Gemonian  stairs. 
A  n  obnoxious  officer  of  the  revenue  haid  his  eyes  tern  out  whUi  1 
inier  examination. 

*  Zonaraa,  1.  xii.  p.  137. 


*  The  expression  is  curious,  "terrammatremdeosque  in  ferns  precar«tiu 
••dM  impias  uti  Oallieno  dartnt  '*  —  M 
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pnnces  who  tremble  on  the  throne  will  guard  their  safety  bj 
the  instant  sacrifice  of  every  obnoxious  subject.  The  em- 
peror expatiated  on  the  mischiefs  of  a  lawless  caprice,  which 
the  soldiers  could  only  gratify  at  the  expense  of  their  own 
blood ;  as  their  seditious  elections  had  so  frequently  been  fol 
lowed  by  civil  wars,  which  consumed  the  flower  of  the  legiont- 
either  in  the  field  of  battle,  or  in  the  cruel  abuse  of  victory 
He  painted  in  the  most  lively  colors  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  treasury,  the  desolation  of  the  provinces,  the  disgrace  of 
the  Roman  name,  and  the  insolent  triumph  of  rapacious  bar- 
barians. It  was  against  those  barbarians,  he  declared,  that  he 
intended  to  point  the  fivst  effort  of  their  arms.  Tetricus  might 
reign  for  a  while  over  the  West,  and  even  Zenobia  might 
preserve  the  domjiion  of  the  East.^®  These  usurpers  were 
his  personal  adversaries ;  nor  could  he  think  of  indulging  any 
.nvate  resentment  till  he  had  saved  an  empire,  whose  im- 
pending ruin  would,  unless  it  was  timely  prevented,  crush 
both  the  army  and  the  people. 

The  various  nations  of  Germany  and  Sarmatia,  who  fought 
under  the  Gothic  standard,  had  already  collected  an  arma- 
ment more  formidable  than  any  which  had  yet  issued  from  the 
Euxine.  On  the  banks  of  the  Niester,  one  of  the  great  rivers 
Jiat  discharge  themselves  into  that  sea,  they  constructed  a 
fleet  of  two  thousand,  or  even  of  six  thousand  vessels ;  ^^  num- 
bers which,  however  incredible  they  may  seem,  would  have 
been  insufficient  to  transport  their  pretended  army  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  barbarians.  Whatever  might 
be  the  real  strength  of  the  Goths,  the  vigor  and  success  of  the 
expedition  were  not  adequate  to  the  greatness  of  the  prepara- 
tions. In  their  passage  through  the  Bosphorus,  the  unskilful 
pilots  were  overpowered  by  the  violence  of  the  current ;  and 
vhile  the  multitude  of  their  ships  were  crowded  in  a  narrow 
channel,  many  were  dashed  against  each  other,  or  against  the 
shore.  The  barbarians  made  several  descents  on  the  coasts 
both  of  Europe  and  Asia ;  but  the  open  country  was  already 
plundered,  and  they  were  repulsed  with  shame  and  loss  from 
the  fortified  cities  which  they  assaulted.     A  spirit  of  discaur- 


*^  Zonaras  on  this  occasion  mentions  Posthumus ;  but  the  registers 
uf  the  senate  (EQst.  August,  p.  203)  prove  that  Tetricus  was  aSbready 
emperor  of  the  western  provinces. 

"  The  Augustan  History  meitions  the  smaller,  Zonaras  the  larger, 
Qumber :  the  Lively  fancy  of  M  mtesquieu  induced  him  to  prcfei  th# 
latter. 
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Agement  and  division  arose  in  the  fleet,  and  some  of  their 
chiefs  sailed  away  towards  the  islands  of  Crete  and  Cyprus  • 
but  the  main  body,  pursuing  a  more  steady  course,  anchored 
at  length  near  the  foot  of  Mount  Athos,  and  assaulted  the  city 
of  Thessalonica,  the  wealthy  capital  of  all  the  Macedonian 
provinces.  Their  attacks,  in  which  they  displayed  a  fierce  but 
irtless  bravery,  were  soon  interrupted  6y  the  rapid  approach 
jf  Claudius,  hastening  to  a  scene  of  action  that  deserved  the 
presence  of  a  warlike  prince  at  the  head  of  the  remaining 
powers  of  the  empire.  Impatiant  for  battle,  the  Goths  imme- 
diately broke  up  their  camp,  relinquished  the  siege  of  Thessa- 
lonica, led  their  navy  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Athos,  traversed 
'he  hills  of  Macedonia,  and  pressed  forwards  to  engage  the 
ast  defence  of  Italy. 

We  still  possess  an  original  letter  addressed  by  Claudius  to 
che  senate  and  people  on  this  memorable  occasion.  "Con- 
script fathers,"  says  the  emperor,  "  know  that  three  hundreu 
and  twenty  thousand  Goths  have  invaded  the  Roman  territory. 
If  I  vanquish  them,  your  gratitude  will  reward  my  services. 
Should  I  fall,  remember  that  I  am  the  successor  of  Gallienus. 
The  whole  republic  is  fatiguei  and  exhausted.  We  shall  fight 
afiei  Valerian,  after  Ingenuus,  Regillianus,  Lollianus,  Posthu- 
mus,  Celfcus,  and  a  thousand  others,  whom  a  just  contempt  for 
Gallienus  provoked  into  rebellion.  We  are  in  want  of  darts, 
uf  spears,  and  of  shields.  The  strength  of  the  empire,  Graul, 
and  Spain,  are  usurped  by  Tetricus,  and  we  blush  to  acknowl- 
edge that  the  archers  of  the  East  serve  under  the  banners  of 
Zenobia.  Whatever  we  shall  perform  will  be  sufficiently 
great."  ^^  The  melancholy  firmness  of  this  epistle  announces 
a  hero  careless  of  his  fate,  conscious  of  his  danger,  but  still 
deriving  a  well-grounded  hope  from  the  resources  of  his  own 
mind. 

The  event  surpassed  his  own  expectations  and  those  of  the 
world.  By  the  most  signal  victories  he  delivered  the  empire 
from  this  host  of  barbarians,  and  was  distinguished  by  poster- 
'ty  under  the  glorious  appellation  of  the  Gothic  Claudius. 
The  imperfect  historians  of  an  irregular  war  ^^  do  no.  enable 
us  to  describe  the  order  and  circumstances  of  his  exploits; 

•  Trebell.  Pollio  in  Hist.  August,  p.  204 

'  Hist.  August,  in  Claud.  Aurehan.  et  ii'rob.  Zosimos,  1.  L  f. 
J8 — 42.  Zonaras,  L  xii.  p.  638.  Aurel.  Victor  in  Epitora.  Vidoi 
Junior  in  Caesar.     Eutrop.  ix.  11.     Euseb.  in  Chron. 
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hau  if  we  could  be  indulged  in  :he  allusion,  we  nr)ight  dia* 
tribute  into  thn^e  acts  this  inem(>rable  tragedy.  I.  The  de- 
cisive battle  was  fought  near  Naissus,  a  city  of  Dardania. 
Tlie  legions  at  first  gave  way,  oppressed  by  numbers,  and  dis- 
mayed by  mbfortunes.  Their  ruin  was  inevitable,  had  noi 
the  abilities  of  their  emperor  prepared  a  seasonable  relief.  A 
large  detachment,  rising  out  of  the  secret  and  difficult  passes 
of  the  mountains,  which,  by  his  order,  they  had  occupied 
suddenly  assailed  the  rear  of  the  victorious  Goths.  '  The  favor- 
able instant  was  improved  by  the  activity  of  Claudius.  He 
revived  the  courage  of  his  troops,  restored  their  ranks,  and 
pressed  the  barbarians  on  every  side.  Fifty  thousand  men 
are  reported  to  have  been  slain  in  the  battle  of  Naissus.  Sev- 
eral large  bodies  of  barbarians,  covering  their  retreat  with  a 
movable  fortification  of  wagons,  retired,  or  rather  escaped, 
from  the  field  of  slaughter.  11.  We  may  presume  that  some 
insurmountable  difficulty,  the  fatigue,  perhaps,  or  the  disobe- 
dience, of  the  conquerors,  prevented  Claudius  from  completing 
in  one  day  the  destruction  of  the  Goths.  The  war  was  dif- 
fused over  the  provinces  of  Maesia,  Thrace,  and  Macedonia, 
and  its  operations  drawn  out  into  a  variety  of  marches,  sur- 
prises, and  tumultuary  engagements,  as  well  by  sea  as  by 
land.  When  the  Romans  suffered  any  loss,  it  was  commonly 
occasioned  by  their  own  cowardice  or  rashness ;  but  the  supe- 
rior talents  of  the  emperor,  his  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country,  tand  his  judicious  choice  of  measures  as  well  as 
officers,  assured  on  most  occasions  the  success  of  his  arms. 
The  immense  booty,  the  fruit  of  so  many  victories,  consisted 
for  the  greater  part  of  cattle  and  slaves.  A  select  body  of 
the  Gothic  youth  was  received  among  the  Imperial  troops ; 
the  remainder  was  sold  into  servitude ;  and  so  considerable 
was  the  number  of  female  captives,  that  every  soldier  obtained 
to  his  share  two  or  three  women.  A  circumstance  from  which 
we  may  conclude,  that  the  invaders  entertained  some  designs 
of  settlement  as  well  as  of  plunder ;  since  even  in  a  naval 
dX})edition,  they  were  accompanied  by  their  families.  III.  The 
loss  of  their  fleet,  which  was  either  taken  or  sunk,  had  inter- 
cepted the  retreat  of  the  Goths.  A  vast  circle  of  Roman 
posts,  distributed  with  skill,  supported  with  firmness,  and  grad- 
ually closing  towards  a  common  centre,  forced  the  barbarians 
into  the  most  inaccessible  parts  of  Mount  Hcemus,  where  they 
found  a  safe  refuge,  but  a  very  scanty  subsistence.  During 
ihe  course  of  a  rigorous  winter,  in  which  they  were  besieged 
17* 
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by  the  emperor's  troops,  famine  and  pestilence,  desertion  &J^ 
the  sword,  continually  diminished  the  imprisoned  multitude. 
On  the  return  of  spring,  nothing  appeared  in  arms  except  8 
hardy  and  desperate  band,  the  remnant  of  that  mighty  ho«t 
which  had  embarked  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niester. 

The  pestilence  which  swept  away  such  numbers  of  th€ 
6iirbarians,  at  length  proved  fatal  to  their  conqueror.  Afber  a 
sliort  but  glorious  reign  of  two  years,  Claudius  expired  at 
Sirmium,  amidst  the  tears  and  acclamations  of  his  subjects 
In  his  last  illness,  he  convened  the  principal  officers  of  the 
state  and  army,  and  in  their  presence  recommended  Ause- 
lian,^*  one  of  his  generals,  as  the  most  deserving  of  the  throne 
and  the  best  qualified  to  execute  the  great  design  which  he 
himself  had  been  permitted  only  to  undertake.  The  virtues 
of  Claudius,  his  valor,  affability,  justice,  and  temperance,  his 
love  of  fame  and  of  his  country,  place  him  in  that  short  list 
of  emperors  who  added  lusti*e  to  the  Roman  purple.  Those 
virtues,  however,  were  celebrated  with  peculiar  zeal  and  com- 
placency by  the  courtly  writers  of  the  age  of  Constantine,  who 
was  the  great  grandson  of  Crispus,  the  elder  brother  of  Clau- 
dius. The  voice  of  flattery  was  soon  taught  to  repeat,  thai 
the  gods,  who  so  hastily  had  snatched  Claudius  from  the  earth, 
rewarded  his  merit  and  piety  by  the  perpetual  establishment 
of  the  empire  in  his  family.^^ 

Notwithstanding  these  oracles,  the  greatness  of  the  Flavian 
family  (a  name  which  it  had  pleased  them  to  assiune)  was 
deferred  above  twenty  years,  and  the  elevation  of  Claudius 
occasioned  the  immediate  ruin  of  his  brother  Quintilius,  who 
possessed  not  sufficient  moderation  or  courage  to  descend  into 
the  private  station  to  which  the  patriotism  of  the  late  emperor 
had  condemned  him.  Without  delay  or  reflection,  he  assumed 
tlie  purple  at  Aquileia,  where  he  commanded  a  considerable 
force  ;  and  though  his  reign  lasted  only  seventeen  days,*  he 

^*  According  to  Zonaras,  (1.  xii.  p.  638,)  Claudius,  before  his  death, 
mvested  him  with  the  purple ;  but  this  singular  fact  is  rather  contra- 
licted  tlian  confirmed  by  other  writers. 

"  See  the  Life  of  Claudius  by  Pollio,  and  the  Orations  of  Mamer- 
Hnufl,  Eumenius,  and  Julian.  See  likewise  the  Csesars  of  Julian,  p. 
U3.    In  Julian  it  was  not  adulation,  but  superstition  and  vanity. 


*  Such  is  the  narrative  of  the  greater  part  of  the  older  historians ;  bui 
(He  number  and  the  variety  of  his  medals  seem  to  require  more  time,  %ni 
five  probability  to  the  report  of  Zosimus.  who  ma>e8  him  reiini  roni< 
months. —  O. 
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nad  time  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  senate,  and  to  expervdnce 
d  mutiny  of  the  troops.  As  soon  as  he  was  informed  that  the 
great  army  of  the  Danube  had  invested  the  well-known  valoi 
of  Aurelian  with  Imperial  power,  he  sunk  under  the  fame  and 
merit  of  his  rival ;  and  ordering  his  veins  to  be  opened,  pni- 
iently  withdrew  himself  from  the  unequal  contest.^* 

The  general  design  of  this  work  will  not  permit  us  minutely 
to  relate  the  actions  of  every  emperor  after  he  ascended  the 
throne,  much  less  to  deduce  the  various  fortunes  of  his  private 
life.  We  shall  only  observe,  that  the  father  of  Aurelian  was  a 
peasant  of  the  territory  of  Sirmium,  who  occupied  a  small 
farm,  the  property  of  Aurelius,  a  rich  senator.  His  warlike 
son  enlisted  in  the  troops  as  a  common  soldier,  successively 
rose  to  the  rank  of  a  centurion,  a  tribune,  the  praefect  of  a 
Region,  the  inspector  of  the  camp,  the  general,  or,  as  it  was 
then  called,  the  duke,  of  a  frontier ;  and  at  length,  during  the 
Gothic  war,  exercised  the  important  office  of  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  cavalry.  In  every  station  he  distinguished  him- 
self by  matchless  valor,^^  rigid  discipline,  and  successful  con- 
duct He  was  invested  with  the  consulship  by  the  emperoi 
Valerian,  who  styles  him,  in  the  pompous  language  of  thai 
age,  the  deliverer  of  Illyricum,  the  restorer  of  Gaul,  and  the 
rival  of  the  Scipios.  At  the  recommendation  of  Valerian,  a 
senator  of  the  highest  rank  and  merit,  Ulpius  Crinitus,  whose 
blood  was  derived  from  the  same  source  as  that  of  Trajan, 
adopted  the  Pannonian  peasant,  gave  him  his  daughter  in  mar- 
riage, and  relieved  with  his  ample  fortune  the  honorable  pov- 
erty which  Aurelian  had  preserved  inviolate.*® 

The  reign  of  Aurelian  lasted  only  four  years  and  about 
nine  months ;  but  every  instant  of  that  short  period  was  filled 
by  some  memorable  achievement.  He  put  an  end  to  the 
Gothic  war,  chastised  the  Germans  who  invaded  Italy,  recov- 
ered Graul,  Spain,  and  Britain  out  of  the  hands  of  Tetricus, 

*'  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  42.  Pollio  (Hist.  August,  p.  107)  allows  him 
nrtoes,  and  says,  that,  like  Pertinax,  he  was  killed  by  the  licentious 
soldiers.    According  to  Dexippus,  he  died  of  a  disease. 

*'  Theoclius  (as  quoted  in  the  Augustan  History,  p.  211)  aftirms 
that  in  one  day  he  killed  with  his  own  hand  forty-eight  Sarmatians, 
and  in  several  subsequent  engagements  nine  hundred  and  fifty.  Thia 
heroic  valor  was  adnured  by  the  soldiers,  and  celebrated  in  their  rude 
songs,  the  burden  of  which  was.  miUe,  miUe,  miUe,  occidU. 

'"  Acholius  (ap.  Hist.  Aufi^^t.  p.  213)  describes  the  cetemony  of 
the  adoption,  as  it  was  performed  at  Byzantium^  in  the  presence  ti 
the  emperor  and  his  great  omcers. 


840  TBK    DECLINB   AUD   PALL 

and  Uostruycd  the  proud  monarchy  which  Zenobia  had  tnct' 
ed  in  the  East  on  the  ruins  of  the  afflicted  empire. 

It  was  the  rigid  attention  of  Aurelian,  even  to  the  minuter 
articles  of  discipline,  which  bestowed  such  uninterrupted  sue 
cess  on  his  arms.  His  military  regulations  are  contained  in 
a  very  concise  epistle  to  one  of  his  inferior  officers,  who  ii 
commanded  to  enforce  them,  as  he  wishes  to  become  a  trib- 
une, or  as  he  is  desirous  to  live.  Gaming,  drinking,  and  the 
arts  of  divination,  were  severely  prohibited.  Aurelian  ex- 
pected that  his  soldiers  should  be  modest,  frugal,  and  labori- 
ous ;  that  their  armor  should  be  constantly  kept  bright,  their 
weapons  sharp,  their  clothing  and  horses  ready  for  immediate 
service ;  that  they  should  live  in  their  quarters  with  chastity 
and  sobriety,  without  damaging  the  cornfields,  without  steal- 
ing even  a  sheep,  a  fowl,  or  a  bunch  of  grapes,  without  exact- 
ing from  their  landlords  either  salt,  or  oil,  or  wood.  "  The 
Dublic  allowance,"  continues  the  emperor,  "  is  sufficient  for 
their  support ;  their  wealth  should  be  collected  from  the  spoils 
of  the  enemy,  not  from  the  tears  of  the  provincials."  ^^  A 
single  instance  will  serve  to  display  the  rigor,  and  even  cruel- 
ty, of  Aurelian.  One  of  the  soldiers  had  seduced  the  wife 
of  his  host.  The  guilty  wretch  was  fastened  to  two  trees 
forcibly  drawn  towards  each  other,  and  his  limbs  were  torn 
asunder  by  their  sudden  separation.  A  few  such  examples 
impressed  a  salutary  consternation.  The  punishments  of 
Aurelian  were  terrible ;  but  he  had  seldom  occasion  to  punish 
more  than  once  the  same  offence.  His  own  ctMiducl  gave  a 
sanction  to  his  laws,  and  the  seditious  legions  dreaded  a  chief 
who  had  learned  to  obey,  and  who  was  worthy  to  command. 

The  death  of  Claudius  had  revived  the  fainting  spirit  of 
the  Goths.  The  troops  which  guarded  the  passes  of  Mount 
Hsemus,  and  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  had  been  drawn  away 
by  the  apprehension  of  a  civil  war ;  and  it  seems  probable 
tiiat  the  remaining  body  of  the  Gothic  and  Vandalic  tribes 
embraced  the  favcrable  opportunity,  abandoned  their  settle- 
ments of  the  Ukraine,  traversed  the  rivers,  and  swelled  with 
new   multitudes   the   destroying    host   of  their  countrymen. 

'*  Hist.  August,  p.  211.    This  laconic  epistle  is  truly  the  work  of  a 

soldier  ;  it  abQunds  with  military  phrases  and  words,  some  of  which 
cannot  be  understood  without  difEculty.     F&rramenta  tamiata  is  well 
'explained  by  Salmasius.    The  former  of  the  words  means  all  -weapont 
ot  offence,  and  is  contrasted  with  Anna,  deiensive  armor.     The  Utte 
lignificB  keen  and  well  sharpf^norl. 
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Fheir  united  numoers  were  at  length  encountered  by  Aure 
Han,  and  the  bloody  and  doubtful  conflict  ended  only  with  the 
approach  of  night.^  Exhausted  by  so  many  calamities 
which  they  had  mutually  endured  and  inflicted  during  a  twen- 
ty years*  war,  the  Goths  and  the  Romans  consented  to  a  last- 
mg  and  beneficial  treaty.  It  was  earnestly  solicited  by  the 
barbarians,  and  cheerfully  ratified  by  the  legions,  to  whose 
suffrage  the  prudence  of  Aurelian  referred  the  decision  of 
that  important  question.  The  Gothic  nation  engaged  to  sup 
ply  the  armies  of  Rome  with  a  body  of  two  thousand  auxil- 
iaries, consistbg.  entirely  of  cavalry,  and  stipulated  in  return 
an  undisturbed  retreat,  with  a  regular  market  as  far  as  the 
Danube,  provided  by  the  emperor's  care,  but  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. The  treaty  was  observed  with  such  religious  fidelity, 
that  when  a  party  of  five  hundred  men  straggled  from  the 
camp  in  quest  of  plunder,  the  king  or  general  of  the  barba- 
rians commanded  that  the  guilty  leader  should  be  apprehended 
and  shot  to  death  with  darts,  as  a  victim  devoted  to  the  sanc- 
tity of  their  engagements.*  It  is,  however,  not  unlikely,  that 
the  precaution  of  Aurelian,  who  had  exacted  as  hostages  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  Grothic  chiefs,  contributed  some- 
thing to  this  pacific  temper.  The  youths  he  trained  in  the 
exercise  of  arms,  and  near  his  own  person  :  to  the  damsels 
he  gave  a  liberal  and  Roman  education,  and  by  bestowing 
them  in  marriage  on  some  of  his  principal  officers,  gradually 
introduced  between  the  two  nations  the  closest  and  most 
endearing  connections.^^ 

But  the  most  important  condition  of  peace  was  understood 
rather  than  expressed  in  the  treaty.  Aurelian  withdrew  the 
Roman  forces  from  Dacia,  and  tacitly  relinquished  that  great 
province  to  the  Goths  and  Vandals.22  His  manly  judgment 
convinced  him  of  the  solid  advantages,  and  taught  him  to  de- 
spise the  seeming  disgrace,  of  thus  contracting  the  frontiers 
of  the  monarchy.     The  Dacian  subjects,  removed  from  those 

-■ --r1 I  -  !■-.  I  --  ■  ii--ir» 

**  Zosimus,  L   .  p.  46. 

"  Bexippus  (ap.  Bxcerpta  Legal,  p.  12)  relates  the  whole  tra:i.<»ac 
lion  under  the  name  of  Vandals.     Aurelian  married  one  of  the  Ciothic 
tadies  to  his  general  Bonosus,  who  was  able  to  drink  with  the  (*oth« 
uid  discover  their  secrets.     Hist.  August,  p.  247. 

"  Hist.  August,  p.  222.  Eutrop.  ix.  15.  Sextus  Hul'us,  c.  9.  liac- 
ianiiu«  de  Mortibus  Persecutorum,  c.  9. 


*  The  flT«  hundred  stragglers  were  all  eUin  —  M 


342  THE    DECLINE    AND   FAiiL 

listaat  possessions  which  they  were  unable  to  culnvate  oi 
defend,  added  strength  and  populousness  to  the  southern  side 
of  the  Danube.  A  fertile  territory,  which  the  repetition  of 
p«irbarous  inroads  had  changed  into  a  desert,  was  yielded  to 
their  industry,  and  a  new  province  of  Dacia  still  preserved 
the  memory  of  Trajan's  conquests.  The  old  country  of  that 
name  detained,  however,  a  considerable  number  of  its  inhabit* 
ants,  who  dreaded  exile  more  than  a  Gothic  master.^  These 
degenerate  Romans  continued  to  serve  the  empire,  whose 
allegiance  they  had  renounced,  by  introducing  among  their 
conquerors  the  first  notions  of  agriculture,  the  useful  arts,  and 
the  conveniences  of  civilized  life.  An  intercourse  of  com- 
merce and  language  was  gradually  established  between  the 
opposite  banks  of  the  Danube ;  and  after  Dacia  became  ac 
independent  state,  it  often  proved  the  firfnest  barrier  of  the 
empire  against  the  invasions  of  the  savages  of  the  North.  A 
sense  of  interest  attached  these  more  settled  barbarians  to  the 
alliance  of  Rome,  and  a  permanent  interest  very  frequently 
ripens  into  sincere  and  useful  friendship.  This  various  col- 
ony, which*  filled  the  ancient  province,  and  was  insensibly 
blended  into  one  great  people,  still  acknowledged  the  superior 
renown  and  authority  of  the  Gothic  tribe,  and  claimed  the 
%ncied  honor  of  a  Scandinavian  origin.  At  the  same  time 
the  lucky  though  accidental  resemblance  of  the  name  of 
Getse,*  infused  among  the  credulous  Goths  a  vain  persuasion, 
that,  in  a  remote  age,  their  own  ancestors,  already  seated  in 
the  Dacian  provinces,  had  received  the  instructions  of  Za- 
molxis,  and  checked  the  victorious  arms  of  Sesostris  and 
Darius.2* 

While  the  vigorous  and  moderate  conduct  of  Aurelian 
restored  the  lUyrian  frontier,  the  nation  of  the  Alemanni^ 

'^  The  Walachians  still  preserve  many  traces  of  the  Latin  language, 
ttnd  have  boasted,  in  every  age,  of  their  Roman  descent.  They  an 
lurroimded  by,  but  not  mixed  with,  the  barbarians.  See  a  Memoir 
of  M.  d'AnviUe  on  ancient  Dacia,  in  the  Academy  of  Inscriptiona, 
torn.  XXX. 

**  See  the  first  chapter  of  Jomandes.  The  Vandals,  however,  (c. 
22,)  maintained  a  short  independence  between  the  Rivers  Marisia  and 
Crissia,  (Maros  and  Keres,)  which  fell  into  the  Teiss. 

"*  DexippuA,  p.  7 — 12.  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  43.  Vopiscus  in  Aurelian 
in  Hist.  August.   However  these  historians  differ  in  names,)  Alemanri 


*  The  connection  between  the  Oetse  and  the  Ooths  is  still,  in  mj  opinioB 
inoorractly  maintained  by  some  learned  writeri.  — M. 
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/iolated  the  couditions  of  peace,  which  either  Gallienitt  hao 
purchased,  or  Claudius  had  imposed,  and,  inflamed  by  tneii 
impatient  youth,  suddenly  flew  to  arms.  Forty  thousand 
horse  appeared  in  the  field ,^  and  the  numbers  of  the  infantr]! 
doubled  those  of  the  cavalry.^  The  first  objects  of  theii 
avarice  were  a  few  cities  of  the  Rhsetian  frontier  ;  but  their 
hopes  soon  rising  with  success,  the  rapid  march  of  the  Ale- 
manni  traced  a  line  of  devastation  from  the  Danube  to  the 
Po.28 

The  emperor  was  almost  at  the  same  time  informed  of  the 
irruption,  and  of  the  retreat,  of  the  barbarians.  Collecting 
an  active  body  of  troops,  he  marched  with  silence  and  celerity 
along  the  skirts  of  the  Hercynian  forest ;  and  the  Alemanni, 
laden  with  the  spoils  of  Italy,  arrived  at  the  Danube,  without 
suspecting,  that  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  in  an  advantageous 
post,  a  Roman  arn\y  lay  concealed  and  prepared  to  intercept 
their  return.  Aurelian  indulged  the  fatal  security  of  the  bar- 
barians, and  permitted  about  half  their  forces  to  pass  the  rivei 
without  disturbance  and  without  precaution.  Their  situation 
and  astonishment  gave  him  an  easy  victory ;  his  skilful  con- 
duct improved  the  advantage.  'Q^^P^^i^S  ^^®  Regions  in  a 
semicircular  form,  he  advanced  the  two  horns  of  the  crescent 
across  the  Danube,  and  wheeling  them  on  a  sudden  towards 
the  centre,  enclosed  the  rear  of  the  German  host.  The  dis- 
mayed barbarians,  on  whatsoever  side  they  cast  their  eyes, 
beheld,  with  despair,  a  wasted  country,  a  deep  and  rapid 
stream,  a  victorious  and  implacable  enemy. 

Reduced  to  this  distressed  condition,  the  Alemanni  no 
longer  disdained  to  sue  for  peace.  Aurelian  received  theit 
ambassadors  at  the  head  of  his  camp,  and  with  every  circum 
stance  of  martial  pomp  that  could  display  the  greatness  and 
discipline  of  Rome.  The  legions  stood  to  their  arms  in  well- 
ordered  ranks  and  awful  silence.     The  principal  commandeis, 

Jathiingi,  and  Marcomanni,)  it  is  evident  that  they  mean  the  Ham« 
people,  and  the  same  war  ;  but  it  requires  some  care  to  conciliate  %i\d 
explain  them. 

**  Cantoclarus,  with  his  usual  accuracy,  chooses  to  translate  three 
hundred  thousand :  his  version  is  equally  repugnant  to  sense  and 
to  grammar. 

*^  We  may  remark,  as  an  instance  of  bad  taste,  that  l>exi])pw 
tpplies  to  the  light  infantry  of  the  Alemanni  the  tec  hnical  U>mi9  prupei 
3nlv  to  the  Grecian  phalanx. 

""  In  Dexippus,  we  at  present  read  Hhodanus  :  M.  de  VrioIs  vi»r^ 
judieioualy  alters  the  word  to  Eridanua. 
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distinguished  by  the  ensigns  of  their  mnk,  appeared  on  hot%^ 
back  on  either  side  of  the  Imperial  throne.  Behind  the  throne 
the  consecrated  images  of  the  emperor,  and  his  predeces- 
sors,** the  golden  eagles,  and  the  various  titles  of  the  legions, 
engraved  in  letters  of  gold,  were  exalted  in  the  air  on  lofty 
pikes  covered  with  silver.  When  Aurelian  assumed  his  seat, 
his  manly  grace  and  majes^^c  figure'®  taught  the  barbariani 
to  revere  the  person  as  well  as  the  purple  of  their  conqueror. 
The  ambassadors  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground  in  silence. 
They  were  commanded  to  rise,  and  permitted  to  speak.  E} 
he  assistance  of  interpreters  they  extenuated  their  perfidy, 
•lagnified  their  exploits,  expatiated  on  the  vicissitudes  of  for- 
tune and  the  advantages  of  peace,  and,  with  an  ill-timed 
confidence,  demanded  a  large  subsidy,  as  the  price  of  the 
illiance  whi'-h  they  offered  to  the  Romans.  The  answer  of 
the  emperor  w^s  stern  and  imperious.  He  treated  their  offer 
with  contempt,  and  their  demand  with  indignation,  reproached 
the  barbarians,  that  they  were  as  ignorant  of  the  arts  of  war 
IS  of  the  laws  of  peace,  and  finally  dismissed  them  with  the 
choice  only  of  submitting  to  his  unconditioned  mercy,  or 
awaiting  the  utmost  severity  of  his  resentment.'*  Aurelian 
had  resigned  a  distant  province  to  the  Goths ;  but  it  was 
dangerous  to  trust  or  to  pardon  these  perfidious  barbarians, 
whose  formidable  power  kept  Italy  itself  in  perpetual  alarms. 
Immediately  after  this  conference,  it  should  seem  that  some 
unexpected  emergency  required  the  emperor's  presence  in 
Pannonia.  He  devolved  on  his  lieutenants  the  care  of  finishing 
the  destruction  of  the  Alemanni,  either  by  the  sword,  or  by 
the  surer  operation  of  fkmine.  But  an  active  despair  has  often 
triumphed  over  the  indolent  assurance  of  success.  The 
barbarians,  finding  it  impossible  to  traverse  the  Danube  and 
the  Roman  camp,  broke  through  the  posts  in  their  rear,  which 
were  more  feebly  or  less  carefully  guarded  ;  and  with  incred- 
ible diligence,  but  by  a  diflferent  road,  returned  towards  the 
mountains  of  Italy .^^    Aurelian,  who  considered  the  war  as 

**  llic  emperor  Claudius  was  certainly  of  the  number ;  but  we  ure 
igfioran:  how  far  this  mark  of  respect  was  extended  ;  if  to  Csesar  and 
Augustus,  it  must  have  produced  a  very  awful  spectacle;  a  long 
ine  of  the  masters  of  the  world 

**  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  210. 

''  Dexippus  gives  them  a  subtle  and  prolix  oration,  vorthy  of  k 
'trecian  sophist. 

'*  Hist.  Ausrust.  p.  216. 
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totally  extinguished,  received  the  mortif)r..ig  intelligence  of 
the  escape  of  the  Alemanni,  and  of  the  ravage  which  the^ 
already  conuTiitted  in  the  territory  of  Milan.  The  legioni 
^ere  commanded  to  follow,  with  as  much  expedit'on  as  thosf 
heavy  bodies  were  capable  of  exerting,  the  rapid  flight  of  ar 
enemy  whose  infantry  and  cavalry  moved  with  almost  equa ! 
3\»iftne8s.  A  few  days  afterwards,  the  emperor  himseii 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Italy,  at  the  head  of  a  chosen  body  of 
auxiliaries,  (among  whom  were  the  hostages  and  cavalry  of 
the  Vandals,)  and  of  all  the  Praetorian  guards  who  had  served 
in  the  wars  on  the  Danube.^ 

As  the  light  troops  of  the  Alemanni  had  spread  themselves 
from  the  Alps  to  the  Apennine,  the  incessant  vigilance  of 
Aurelian  and  his  officers  was  exercised  in  the  discovery,  th« 
attack,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  numerous  detachments.  Not 
withstanding  this  desultory  war,  three  considerable  battles  ar* 
mentioned,  in  which  the  principal  force  of  both  armies  wu>i 
obstinately  engaged.^  The  success  was  various.  In  the  first, 
fought  near  Placentia,  the  Romans  received  so  severe  a  blow, 
that,  according  to  the  expression  of  a  writer  extremely  partial 
to  Aurelian,  the  immediate  dissolution  of  the  empire  was 
apprehended.^  The  crafly  barbarians,  who  had  lined  tiie 
woods,  suddenly  attacked  the  legions  in  the  dusk  of  the  even 
ing,  and,  it  is  mos^  probable,  afler  the  fatigue  and  disorder  ot 
a  long  march.  The  fury  of  their  charge  was  irresistible ;  but. 
at  length,  after  a  dreadful  slaughter,  the  patient  firmness  of 
the  emperor  rallied  his  troops,  and  restored,  in  some  degree, 
the  honor  of  his  arms.  The  second  battle  was  fought  neai 
Pano  in  Uuibria ;  on  the  spot  which,  five  hundred  years  before, 
had  been  fatal  to  the  brother  of  Hannibal.^  Thus  far  the 
successful  Grermans  had  advanced  along  the  iEmilian  ana 
Flaminian  way,  with  a  design  of  sacking  the  defencelcH^ 
mistress  of  the  world.  But  Aurelian,  who,  watchful  for  \he 
safety  of  Rome,  still  hung  on  theur  rear,  found  in  this  place 
tlie  decisive  moment  of  giving  them  a  total  and  irretrievable 
defeat.*'     The  flying  remnant  of  their  host  was  exterminated 

*'  Dexippus,  p.  12. 
\  **  Victor  Junior  in  Aurelian. 

M  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  216. 

**  The  little  river,  or  rather  torrent,  of  Metaurus,  near  Fano,  luu 
been  immortalized,  by  finding  such  an  historian  as  livy,  and  such  t 
poet  as  Horace. 

'^  It  is  recorded  by  an  inscription  found  at  Pesaro.    Sm  Grater 
•elzxvi.  2. 
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m  a  tnird  aoJ  last  battle  near  Pavia ;  ancl  Italy  was  deliveiod 
Iron  tho  inroads  of  the  Alemanni. 

Fear  has  been  the  original  parent  of  superstition,  and  eyery 
new  calamity  urges  trembling  mortals  to  deprecate  the  wrath 
of  their  invisible  enemies.  Though  the  best  hope  of  the  repub- 
lie  was  in  the  valor  and  conduct  of  Aurelian,  yet  such  was  the 
public  consternation,  when  the  barbarians  were  hourly  ex* 
pected  at  the  gates  of  Rome,  that,  by  a  decree  of  the  senate, 
the  Sibylline  books  were  consulted.  Even  the  emperor  him* 
9dlf,  from  a  motive  either  of  religion  or  of  policy,  recommended 
this  salutary  measure,  chided  the  tardiness  of  the  senate,^  and 
offered  to  supply  whatever  expense,  whatever  animals,  what- 
ever captives  of  any  nation,  the  gods  should  require.  Notwith- 
Btanding  this  liberal  offer,  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  human 
victims  expiated  with  their  blood  the  sins  of  the  Roman  people. 
The  Sibylline  books  enjoined  ceremonies  of  a  more  harmless 
nature,  processions  of  priests  in  white  robes,  attended  by  a 
chorus  of  youths  and  virgins ;  lustrations  of  the  city  and  adja- 
cent country ;  and  sacrifices,  whose  powerful  influence  disabled 
the  barbarians  from  passing  the  mystic  ground  on  which  they 
had  been  celebrated.  However  puerile  in  themselves,  these 
superstitious  arts  were  subservient  to  the  success  of  the  war ; 
and  if,  in  the  decisive  battle  of  Fano,  the  Alemanni  fancied 
*  they  saw  an  army  of  spectres  combating  on  the  side  of  Aure- 
lian, he  received  a  real  and  effectual  aid  from  this  imaginary 
reenfoicement.3d 

But  whatever  confidence  might  be  placed  in  ideal  ramparts, 
ihe  experience  of  the  past,  and  the  dread  of  the  future,  induced 
the  Romans  t<^  construct  fortifications  of  a  grosser  and  more 
substantial  kind.  The  seven  hills  of  Rome  had  been  surround- 
ed, by  the  successors  of  Romulus,  with  an  ancient  wall  of 
more  than  thirteen  miles.^^     The  vast  enclosure  may  seem 

I     II  -  I  I'll-  i-  - 

^  One  shotild  imagine,  he  said,  that  you  were  assembled  in  a  Chris- 
tian church,  not  in  the  temple  of  all  the  gods. 

'^*  Vopiscus,  in  Hist.  August,  p.  215,  213,  gives  a  long  account  of 
Lhese  ceremonies  from  the  Kcgisters  of  the  senate. 

*^  Plin.  Hist.  Natur.  iii.  6.  To  confirm  9ur  idea,  we  may  observe, 
t)  a  I  for  a  long  time  Mount  Cselius  was  a  grove  <k  oaks,  and  Mount 
Viminal  was  overrun  with  osiers;  that,  n  the  fourth  century,  the 
^▼entine  was  a  vacant  and  solitary  retirement ;  that  till  the  time  of 
A^'gustus,  the  Esquiline  was  an  unwholesome  burying-ground ;  and 
chrtt  tne  numerous  inequalities,  remarked  by  the  ancients  in  the  Qui- 
rinal,  sufficiently  prove  that  it  was  not  covered  with  buildings.  Of 
the  seven  hills,  the  Capitoline  and  Palatine  only,  with  the  tdiartnl 
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lisproportiooed  to  th6  strength  and  numbers  of  the  infan- 
Btate.  But  it  was  necessary  to  secure  an  ample  extent  cf 
pasture  and  arable  land,  against  the  frequent  and  suaden 
incursions  of  the  tribes  of  Latium,  the  perpetual  enemies  of 
the  republic.  With  the  progress  of  Roman  greataeH  ^,  the  city 
and  its  inhabitants  gradually  increased,  filled  up  the  vacant 
space,  pierced  through  the  useless  walls,  covered  the  field  of 
Mars,  and,  on  every  side,  followed  the  public  highways  in 
long  and  beautiful  suburbs.^^  The  extent  of  the  new  walls, 
erected  by  Aurelian,  and  finished  in  the  reign  of  Probus,  was 
magnified  by  popular  estimation  to  near  fifi^,^^  but  is  reduced 
by  accurate  measurement  to  about  twenty^one  miles.^^  It  was 
a  great  but  a  melancholy  labor,  since  the  defence  of  the  capi- 
tal betrayed  tlie  decline  of  the  monarchy.  The  Romans  of  a 
more  prosperous  age,  who  trusted  to  the  arms  of  the  legions 
the  safety  of  the  frontier  camps,^^  were  very  far  from  enter 
taining  a  suspicion,  that  it  would  ever  become  necessary  to 
fortify  the  seat  of  empire  against  the  inroads  of  the  barba 
rians.^ 

The  victory  of  Claudius  over  the  Groths,  and  the  success  of 
Aurelian  against  the  Alemanni,  had  already  restored  to  the 
arms  of  Rome  their  ancient  superiority  over  the  barbarous^ 
nations  of  the  North.  To  chastise  domestic  tyrants,  and  to 
reunite  the  dismembered  parts  of  the  empire,  was  a  task 
reserved  for  the  second  of  those  warlike  emperors.  Though 
he  was  acknowledged  by  the  senate  and  people,  the  frontiers 
of  Italy,  Africa,  Illyricum,  and  Thrace,  confined  the  limits  of 
his  reign.  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Asia 
Minor,  were  still  possessed  by  two  rebels,  who  alone,  out  of 
so  numerous  a  list,  had  hitherto  escaped  the  dangers  of  theii 


valleys,  were  the  primitive  habitatioxi  of  the  Roman  people.    But  thii 
•ubject  would  require  a  dissertation. 

*^  Ezspatiantia  tecta  multas  adiidere  urbes,  u  the  expression  of 
Pliny. 

^'  Hist.  August,  p.  222.    Botl.  lipsius  and  Isaac  Yossius  havk 
aagerly  embraced  this  measure. 

^  See  Nardini,  Roma  Antica,  1.  L  c.  8.* 

**  Tadt.  Hist.  iv.  23. 

^  For  Aurelian's  walls,  see  Yospiscus  in  Hist  August  p.  216,  222 
^oBimus,  L  L  p.  43.  Eutropius,  ix.  15.  AureL  Yietor  in  Aureliai 
i^irtor  Jimior  in  Aurelian.    Euseb.  Hieronym.  et  Idatius  in  CLroni< 


*  But  compare  GMbbon,  eh.  xU.  note  77-  —  M 
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situatioi;  and  to  complete  the  ignominy  of  Rome,  these  riva 
thrones  had  b#jen  jsurped  by  women. 

A  rapid  succession  of  monarchs  had  arisen  and  fallen  in 
die  provinces  of  Graul.  The  rigid  virtues  of  Posthumus  served 
only  to  haster  his  destruction.  After  suppressing  a  compel 
itor,  who  had  assumed  the  purple  at  Mentz,  he  refused  to 
gratify  his  troops  with  the  plunder  of  the  rebellious  city  ;  and, 
in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign,  became  the  victim  of  their 
disappointed  avarice.'*®  The  death  of  Victorinus,  his  friend 
and  associate,  was  occasioned  by  a  less  worthy  cause.  The 
shining  accomplishments  ^"^  of  that  prince  were  stained  by  a 
licentious  passion,  which  he  indulged  in  acts  of  violence,  with 
too  little  regard  to  the  laws  of  society,  or  even  to  those  of 
love.^®  He  was  slain  at  Cologne,  by  a  conspiracy  of  jealous 
husbands,  whose  revenge  would  have  appeared  more  justifi* 
able,  had  they  spared  the  innocence  of  his  son.  After  the 
murder  of  so  many  valiant  princes,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  a  female  for  a  long  time  controlled  the  fierce  legions  of 
Graul,  and  still  more  singular,  that  she  was  the  mother  of  the 
unfortunate  Victorinus.  The  arts  and  treasures  of  Victoria 
« "tabled  her  successively  to  place  Mar i  us  and  Tetricus  on  the 
t  jrone,  and  to  reign  with  a  manly  vigor  under  the  name  of 
those  dependent  emperors.  Money  of  copper,  of  silver,  and 
>f  gold,  was  coined  in  her  name ;  she  assumed  the  titles  of 
Vugusta  and  Mother  of  the  Camps :  her  power  ended  only 
vith  her  life ;  but  her  life  was  perhaps  shortened  by  the  in- 
gratitude of  Tetricus.'** 

^  liis  oompetitor  was  Lollianus,*  or  .^lianus,  if,  indeed,  these 
names  mean  tiie  same  person.    See  TiUemont,  torn.  iii.  p.  1177. 

^^  The  character  of  this  prince  by  Julius  Aterianus  (ap.  Hist.  Au- 
gust, p.  187)  is  worth  transcribing,  as  it  seems  fair  and  impartial. 
Victorino  qui  Post  Junium  Fosthumium  Gallias  rexit  neminem  exis- 
cimo  prseferendum ;  non  in  virtute  Trajanum ;  non  Antoninum  in  cle- 
mentia ;  non  in  gravitate  Nervam ;  non  in  gubemando  serario  Vespa 
tianum ;  non  in  Censura  totius  vitse  ac  severitate  militari  Pertinacem 
vel  Sevenun.  Sed  omnia  hasc  libido  et  eupiditas  voluptatis  muliera- 
riac  sic  perdidit,  ut  nemo  audeat  virtutes  ejus  in  literas  mittere  quen 
constat  omnium  judicio  meruisse  punirL 

^  He  ravished  the  wife  of  Attitianus,  an  iuHimry,  or  anny  agent 
Hist.  August,  p.  186.     Aurel.  Victor  in  Aar«lian. 

**  PoUio  assigns  her  an  article  among  the  thirty  tyrants.     Hist 
A.ugu8t.  p.  200. 

*  The  medals  which  bear  the  name  of  Lollianus  are  considered  forgeries, 
«xc«pt  one  in  tne  museum  of  the  Prince  of  Waldeek  -  there  are  nuav 
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VVhen,  at  the  instifration  of  his  ambitious  patroness,  Tetncu» 
Assumed  the  ensigns  jf  royalty,  he  was  governor  of  the  peaoe* 
ful  province  of  Aquitabe,  an  employment  suited  to  his  char- 
acter and  education.  He  reigned  four  or  five  years  over  G^ul, 
Spain,  and  Britain,  the  slave  and  sovereign  of  a  lieentioua 
army,  whom  he  dreaded,  and  by  whom  he  was  despised.  The 
f  alor  and  fortune  ^f  Aurelian  at  length  opened  the  prospect  of 
I  deliverance.  He  ventured  to  diBolose  his  melancholy  situa 
don,  and  conjured  the  emperor  to  hasten  to  the  relief  of  hi» 
unhappy  rival.  Had  this  secret  correspondence  reached  the 
Rars  of  the  soldiers,  it  would  most  probably  have  cost  Tetrious 
his  life  ;  nor  could  he  resign  the  sceptre  of  the  West  without 
committing  an  act  of  treason  against  himself.  He  affected  the 
appearances  of  a  civil  war,  led  his  forces  into  the  field  against 
Aurelian,  posted  them  in  the  most  disadvantageous  manner, 
betrayed  his  own  counsels  to  his  enemy,  and  with  a  few  chosen 
fHends  deserted  in  the  beginning  of'^the  action.  The  rebel 
legions,  though  disordered  and  dismayed  by  the  unexpected 
treachery  of  their  chief,  defended  themselves  with  desperate 
valor,  till  they  were  cut  in  pieces  almost  to  a  man,  in  this 
bloody  and  memorable  battle,  which  was  fought  near  Chalons 
in  Champagne.^  The  retreat  of  the  irregular  auxiliaries, 
Franks  and  Batavians,^^  whom  the  conqueror  soon  compelled 
or  persuaded  to  repass  the  Rhine,  restored  the  general  tranquil- 
lity, and  the  power  of  Aurelian  Was  acknowledged  from  the 
wall  of  Antoninus  to  the  columns  of  Hercules. 

As  early  as  the  reign  of  Claudius,  the  city  of  Autun,  alone 
and  unassisted,  had  ventured  to  declare  against  the  legions  of 
Graul.     AAer  a  siege  of  seven  months,  they  stormed  and  plun 
dered  that  unfortunate  city,  already  wasted  by  famine/''®  Lyons, 

*^  Pollio  in  Hist.  August,  p.  196.  Yopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  y 
220.  Tlie  two  Victors,  in  the  lives  of  Gallienus  and  Aurelian.  £u- 
trop.  ix.  13.  Euseb.  in  Chron.  Of  all  these  writeTS,  only  the  two 
last  (but  with  strong  probability)  place  the  fall  of  Tetricus  before  that 
nf  Zenobia.  M.  de  Boze  (in  the  Academy  of  Inscriptions,  torn,  xxx.) 
does  not  wish,  and  Tillemont  (torn.  iii.  p.  1189)  does  not  dare  to  fol-^ 
ow  them.  I  have  been  fairer  than  the  one,  and  bolder  th»u  the* 
other. 

**  Victor  Junior  in  Aiurelian.    Eumenius  mentions  BeUaviea,  somf 
critics,  \rithout  any  reason,  would  fain  alter  the  word  to  BagcuulieaB, 

**  Eumen.  in  Vet.  Panegyr.  iv.  8. 


Attant  bearing  the  name  of  Lelianus,  which  appears  to  hare  been  Uat  el 
the  competitor  of  Posthomus.    Eckhel.  Doct  Num.  t.  Tii.  440.  —  O. 
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on  the  cDntrary,  had  resisted  with  obstinate  disaficction  th« 
arms  of  Aurelian.  We  read  of  the  punishment  of  Lyons,^ 
but  there  is  not  any  mention  of  the  rewards  of  Autun.  Such, 
indeed,  is  the  policy  of  civil  war :  severely  to  remember  in 
juries,  and  to  forget  the  most  important  services.  Revenge  It 
profitable,  gratitude  is  expensive. 

Aurelian  had  no  sooner  secured  the  person  and  provinces 
of  Tetricus,  than  he  turned  his  arms  against  Zenobia,  the 
celebrated  queen  of  Palmyra  and  the  East.  Modern  Europe 
has  produced  several  illustrious  women  who  have  sustained 
with  glory  the  weight  of  empire ;  nor  is  our  own  age  destitute 
of  such  distinguished  characters.  But  if  we  except  the  doubt- 
ful achievements  of  Semiramis,  Zenobia  is  perhaps  the  only 
female  whose  superior  genius  broke  through  the  servile  indo- 
lence imposed  on  her  sex  by  the 'climate  and  manners  of 
Asia.^  She  claimed  her  descent  from  the  Macedonian  kings 
of  Egypt,*  equalled  in  beauty  her  ancestor  Cleopatra,  and  far 
surpassed  th»t  princess  in  chastity  ^  and  valor.  Zenobia  was 
esteemed  the  most  lovely  as  well  as  the  most  heroic  of  her 
sex.  She  was  of  a  dark  complexion,  (for  in  speaking  of  a  lady 
these  trifles  become  important.)  Her  teeth  were  of  a  pearly 
whiteness,  and  her  large  black  eyes  sparkled  with  uncommon 
fire,  tempered  by  the  most  attractive  sweetness.  Her  voice 
was  strong  and  harmonious.  Her  manly  understanding  was 
strengthened  and  adorned  by  study.  She  was  not  ignorant  of 
the  Latin  tongue,  but  possessed  in  equal  perfection  the  Greek, 
the  Syriac,  and  the  Egyptian  languages.  She  had  drawn  up  for 
her  own  use  an  epitome  of  oriental  history,  and  familiarly  com 
pared  the  beauties  of  Homer  and  Plato  under  the  tuition  of  the 
sublime  Longinus. 

This  accompashed   woman   ^ave  her  hand  lo  Odenalhi«,t 

^  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  246.  Autun  was  not  restored  till 
lli6  reign  of  Diocletian.     See  Eumenius  de  restaurandis  scholis. 

^*  Almost  every  thing  that  is  said  of  the  manners  of  Odenathus  and 
Zenobia  is  taken  from  their  lives  in  the  Augustan  Historj,  by  Trebtl 
■jus  roUio  ;  see  p.  192,  198. 

^  She  never  admitted  her  husband's  embraces  but  for  the  sake  of 
posterity.     If  her  hopes  were  baffled,  in  the  ensuing  month  ihe  reitvi 
tied  the  experiment 

*  According  to  some  Christian  writers,  Zenobia  was  a  Jewess-     {*}o&\ 
Geschichte  der  Israel,  iv.  166.     Hist,  of  Jews,  iii.  175.)  —  M. 

I  According  to  Zosimus,  Odenathus  was  of  a  noble  family  in  Falmjia 
ABd,  according  to  Procopias,  he  was  prince  of  the  Saracens,  who  in!  abit  Cn« 
banks  of  the  Rnphrates.     Eckhel.  Doct  Num.  vii.  489.  —  O. 
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«7ho,  from  a  private  station,  raised  himself  to  the  dominie  n  of 
the  Kast  She  soon  became  the  friend  and  companion  of  a 
hero.  In  the  intervals  of  war,  Odenathus  passionately  de- 
lighted in  the  exercise  of  hunting ;  he  pursued  with  ardor  the 
wild  beasts  of  the  desert,  lions,  panthers,  and  bears ;  and  the 
ai^or  of  Zenobia  in  that  dangerous  amusement  was  not  infi  rioi 
to  his  own.  She  had  inured  her  constitution  to  fatigue,  dift' 
dained  the  use  of  a  covered  carriage,  generally  appeared  on 
horseback  in  a  military  habit,  and  sometimes  marched  several 
miles  on  foot  at  the  head  of  the  troops.  The  success  of  Ode- 
nathus was  in  a  great  measure  ascribed  to  her  incomparable 
prudence  and  fortitude.  Their  splendid  victories  over  the 
Great  King,  whom  they  twice  pursued  as  far  as  the  gates  of 
Ctesiphon,  laid  the  foundations  of  their  united  fame  and  power. 
The  armies  which  they  commanded,  and  the  provinces  wliicli 
they  had  saved,  acknowledged  not  any  other  sovereigns  than 
their  invincible  chiefs.  The  senate  and  people  of  Borne 
revered  a  stranger  who  had  avenged  their  captive  emperor, 
and  even  the  insensible  son  of  Valerian  accepted  Odenathu: 
for  his  legitimate  colleague. 

After  a  successful  expedition  against  the  Grothic  plunderer? 
of  Asia,  the  Palmyrenian  prince  returned  to  the  city  of 
Emesa  in  Syria.  Invincible  in  war,  he  was  there  cut  of! 
oy  domestic  treason,  and  his  favorite  amusement  of  hunting 
^as  the  cause,  or  at  least  the  occasion,  of  his  death.^  His 
nephew  Mseonius  presumed  to  dart  his  javelin  before  that  of 
his  uncle  ;  and  though  admonished  of  his  error,  repeated  the 
same  insolence.  A!s  a  monarch,  and  as  a  sportsman,  Odena- 
thus was  provoked,  took  away  his  horse,  a  mark  of  ignominy 
among  the  barbarians,  and  chastised  the  rash  youth  by  a  short 
confiQement.  The  offence  was  soon  forgot,  but  the  punish- 
ment was  remembered  ;  and  Mseonius,  with  a  few  daring 
associates,  assassinated  his  uncle  in  the  midst  of  a  great  enter- 
ainment.  Herod,  the  son  of  Odenathus,  though  not  of  Zeno- 
oia,  a  young  man  of  a  soft  and  effeminate  temper,^''^  was  killed 
with  his  father.  But  Mseonius  obtained  only  the  pleasure  of 
revenge  by  this  bloody  deed.    He  had  scarcely  time  to  assume 

*'  Hist.  August,  p.  192, 193.  Zosimus,  1.  L  p.  36.  Zonaras,  1.  xii. 
p.  633.  The  last  is  clear  and  probable,  the  others  confused  and  incon< 
•latent.    The  text  of  Syncellus,  if  not  corrupt,  is  absolute  nonsense. 

^'  Odenathus  and  Zenobia  often  sent  him,  from  the  spoils  of  the 
•nemy,  oresents  of  gems  *nd  toys,  which  he  received  with  infiniu 
ittUffht. 
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the  title  of  Augustus,  before  he  was  sacrificed  by  Zeziobia  to 
the  memory  of  her  husband.^ 

With  the  assistance  of  his  most  faitliful  friends,  she  imme- 
diately filled  the  vacant  throne,  and  governed  with  manly 
counsels  Palmyra,  Syria,  and  the  East,  above  five  years.  Bv 
the  death  of  Odenathus,  that  authority  was  at  an  end  which 
the  senate  had  granted  him  only  as  a  personal  distinction ;  but 
his  martial  widow,  disdaining  both  the  senate  and  Grallienus, 
obliged  one  of  the  Roman  generals,  who  was  sent  against  her, 
to  retreat  into  Europe,  with  the  loss  of  his  army  and  his  repu* 
tation.*^  Instead  of  the  little  passions  which  so  frequently 
perplex  a  female  reign,  the  steady  administration  of  ^enobia 
was  guided  by  the  most  judicious  maxims  of  policy.  If  it  was 
expedient  to  pardon,  she  could  calm  her  resentment ;  if  it  was 
necessary  to  punish,  she  could  impose  silence  on  the  voico  of 
pity.  Her  strict  economy  was  accused  of  avarice  ;  yet  on 
every  proper  occasion  she  appeared  magnificent  and  liberal. 
The  neighboring  states  of  Arabia,  Armenia,  and  Persia,  dread- 
ed her  enmity,  and  solicited  her  alliance.  To  the  dominions 
of  Odenathus,  which  extended  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  Bithynia,  his  widow  added  the  inheritance  of  her 
ancestors,  the  populous  and  fertile  kingdom  of  Egypt.*®* 
The  emperor  Claudius  acknowledged  her  merits  and  was 
content,  that,  while  he  pursued  the  Gothic  war,  she  should 
assert  the  dignity  of  the  empire  in  the  East.*^  The  conduqt 
however,  of  Zenobia,  was  attended  with  some  ambiguity  ;  no; 
is  it  unlikely  that  she  had  conceived  the  design  of  erecting  an 
independent  and  hostile  monarchy.  She  blended  with  the 
popular  manners  of  Roman  princes  the  stately  pomp  of  the 
courts  of  Asia  I  and  exacted  from  her  subjects  the  same  adoiu- 
tion  that  was  paid  to  the  successors  of  Cyrus.  She  best9wed 
on  her  three  sons  *^  a  Latin  education,  and  often  showed  then) 

^  Some  very  ui^just  suspicions  have  been  cast  on  Zenobia,  mt  a  lUit 
.¥118  accessory  to  her  husband's  death. 

*»  Hist.  August  p.  180,  181. 

'"  See,  in  Hist.  August,  p.  198,  Aureiian's  testimony  to  kei  meiit ; 
uid  for  the  conquest  of  Egypt,  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  89,  40. 

*'  Timolaus,  Herennianus,  and  Yaballathus.  It  is  supposed  that 
Che  two  former  were  already  dead  before  the  war.  On  the  last,  Aure- 
dan  bestowed  a  small  province  of  Armenia,  with  the  title  of  King : 
teveral  of  his  medals  are  stiU  extant.     See  Tillemon.,  torn.  8,  p  1190. 


*  This  8e«m8  very  doubtful.    Claudius,  daring  all  his  reign,  is  rcpre 
Mntcd  aa  emperor  on  thr  mpdaln  of  Alexandria,  which  are  very  numero-jt 
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JO  the  irjops  adorned  with  the  Imperiul  purpie.  For  herself 
sha  reserved  the  diadem,  with  the  sp'endid  but  doubtful  title 
of  Queen  of  the  Cast. 

When  Aurelian  passed  over  into  Asia,  against  an  adveraary 
whose  sex  alone  could  render  her  an  object  of  contempt,  hii 
presence  restored  obedience  to  the  province  of  Bithynia,  al< 
ready  shaken  by  the  arms  and  intrigues  of  Zenobia.^^  Advan- 
cmg  at  the  head  of  his  legions,  he  accepted  the  submission  of 
Ancyra,and  was  admitted  into  Tyana,  after  an  obstinate  siege . 
by  the  help  of  a  perfidious  citizen.  The  generous  though 
fierce  temper  of  Aurelian  abandoned  the  traitor  to  the  rage  of 
the  soldiers ;  a  superstitious  reverence  induced  him  to  treat 
with  lenity  the  countrymen  of  Apollonius  the  philosopher.®* 
Antioch  was  deserted  on  his  approach,  till  the  emperor,  by  hii 
salutary  edicts,  recalled  the  fugitives,  and  granted  a  general 
pardon  to  all,  who,  from  necessity  rather  than  choice,  had 
been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Palmy renian  Queen. 
1  ne  unexpected  mildness  of  such  a  conduct  reconciled  the 
minds  of  the  Syrians,  and  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Emesa,  the 
wishes  of  the  people  seconded  the  terror  of  his  arms.^ 

Zenobia  would  have  ill  deserved  her  reputation,  had  she 
indolently  permitted  the  emperor  of  the  West  to  approach 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  her  capital.  The  fate  of  the  East 
was  decided  in  two  great  battles ;  so  similar  in  almost  every 
circumstance,  that  we  can  scarcely  distinguish  them  from 
each  other,  except  by  observing  that  the  first  was  fought  neat 
Antioch,®^  and  the  second  near  Emesa.®^  In  both  the  queen 
of  Palmyra  animated  the  armies  by  her  presence,  and  devolved 
the  execution   of  her  orders  on   Zabdas,   who  had   already 

^  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  44. 

*3  Vopiscus  (in  Hist.  August,  p.  217)  gives  us  an  authentio  letter, 
iud  a  doubtful  yision,  of  Aurelian.  Apollonius  of  Tyana  was  born 
about  the  same  time  as  Jesus  Christ.  His  life  (that  of  the  former } 
in  related  in  so  fabulous  a  manner  by  his  disciples,  that  we  are  at  it 
.088  to  discover  whether  he  was  a  sage,  ah  impostor,  or  a  fanatic. 

^  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  46. 

'^  At  a  place  oalled  Lnmn.    Butropius,  Sextos  Rufus,  and  Jcrotne 
mention  only  this  first  battle. 

"  Vopiflous  (in  Hist.  August,  p.  217)  mentions  only  the  second. 


If  Zsnobia  possessed  any  power  in  Bgypt,  it  could  only  have  been  at  the 
beginnfaig  of  the  reign  or  Aurelian.  The  same  circumstance  throws  great 
'mprobability  on  her  conoaests  in  Ghilatia.  Perhaps  Zenobia  administered 
Bcypt  in  thn  name  of  Claudius,  an  i,  emboldened  by  the  death  of  ^a' 
prince,  subjected  it  to  her  own  powei .  —  G. 
18 
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■ignalized  his  military  talents  by  the  conquest  of  Egypt  The 
numerous  forces  of  Zenobia  consisted  for  the  most  part  of 
light  arcbfis,  and  of  heavy  cavalry  clothed  in  complete  steel. 
The  Moorish  and  Illyrian  horse  of  Aurelian  were  unable  to 
sustain  the  ponderous  charge  of  their  antagonists.  They  fled 
in  real  or  affected  disorder,  engaged  the  Palmyrenians  in  a 
laborious  pursuit,  harassed  them  by  a  desultory  combat,  and 
at  length  discomfited  this  impenetrable  but  unwieldy  body  of 
cavalry.  The  light  infantry,  in  the  mean  time,  when  they 
had  exhausted  their  quivers,  remaining  without  protection 
against  a  closer  onset,  exposed  their  naked  sides  to  Uie  swords 
of  the  legions.  Aurelian  had  chosen  these  veteran  troops, 
whc  were  usually  stationed  on  the  Upper  Danube,  and  whose 
valor  had  been  severely  tried  in  the  Alemannic  war.^''^  After 
the  defeat  of  Emesa,  Zenobia  found  it  impossible  to  collect  a 
third  army.  As  far  as  the  frontier  of  Egypt,  the  nations  sub- 
ject to  her  empire  had  joined  the  standard  of  the  conqueror, 
who  detached  Probus,  the  bravest  of  his  generals,  to  possess 
himself  of  the  Egyptian  provinces.  Palmyra  was  the  last 
resource  of  the  widow  of  Odenathus.  She  retired  within  the 
walls  of  her  capital,  made  every  preparation  for  a  vigorous 
resistance,  and  declared,  with  the  intrepidity  of  a  heroine,  that 
the  last  moment  of  her  reign  and  of  her  life  should  be  the 
9ame. 

Amid  the  barren  deserts  of  Arabia,  a  few  cultivated  spots 
rise  like  islands  out  of  the  sandy  ocean.  Even  the  name  of 
Tadmor,  or  Palmyra,  by  its  signification  in  the  Syriac  as  well 
as  in  the  Latin  language,  denoted  the  multitude  of  palm-trees 
which  afforded  shade  and  verdure  to  that  temperate  region. 
The  air  was  pure,  and  the  soil,  watered  by  some  invaluable 
springs,  was  capable  of  producing  fruits  as  well  as  corn.  A 
place  possessed  of  such  singular  advantages,  and  situated  at 
R  convenient  distance  ^  between  the  Gulf  of  Persia  and  the 

^^  Zofiixnus,  1.  i.  p.  44—48.  His  account  of  the  two  battles  is  oUm 
uid  circumstantial. 

^  It  was  five  hundred  and  thLrty-seven  miles  from  S«jleuoia,  and 
iw  hundred  and  three  from  the  nearest  coast  of  Syiia,  according  to 
the  reckoning  of  Pliny,  who,  in  a  few  words.  rHist  Natur.  v.  21,) 
^▼es  an  excellent  description  of  Palmyra.* 


•  Tadmor,  or  Palmyra,  was  probabl;-  at  a  very  early  period  the  couAeetint 
link  between  the  commerce  of  Tyre  and  Baoylon.  Heeren,  Ideen.  ▼.  i 
p.  iL  p.  125.  Tadmor  was  probably  built  by  Solomon  as  a  conmerotJ 
•tatlon.    Hist,  of  Jews,  r.  i.  p.  271  —  M. 
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Mediterranean,  was  soon  frequented  by  the  caravans  which 
conveyed  to  the  nations  of  Europe  a  considerable  part  of  the 
rich  commodities  of  India.  Palmyra  insensibly  increased  into 
an  opulent  and  independent  city,  and  connecting  the  Roman 
and  the  Parthian  monarchies  by  the  mutual  benefits  of  com- 
merce, was  suffered  to  observe  an  humble  neutrality,  till  at 
length,  after  the  victories  of  Trajan,  the  little  republic  sunk 
mto  the  bosom  of  Rome,  and  flourished  more  than  one  hun* 
dred  and  fifly  years  in  the  subordinate  though  honorable  rank 
of  a  colony.  It  was  during  that  peaceful  period,  if  we  ma} 
judge  from  a  few  remaining  inscriptions,  that  the  wealth} 
Palmyrenians  constructed  those  temples,  palaces,  and  porticos 
of  Grecian  architecture,  whose  ruins,  scattered  over  an  extent 
of  several  miles,  have  deserved  the  curiosity  of  our  travellers. 
The  elevation  of  Odenathus  and  Zenobia  appeared  to  reflect 
new  splendor  on  their  country,  and  Palmyra,  for  a  while, 
stood  forth  the  rival  of  Rome :  but  the  competition  was  fktal, 
and  ages  of  prosperity  were  sacrificed  to  a  momenw  of  glory .^ 
In  his  march  over  the  sandy  desert  between  Emesa  and 
Palmyra,  the  emperor  Aurelian  was  perpetually  harassed  by 
the  Arabs ;  nor  could  he  always  defend  his  army,  and  espe- 
cially his  baggage,  from  those  flying  troops  of  active  and 
daring  robbers,  who  watched  the  moment  of  surprise,  and 
eluded  the  slow  pursuit  of  the  legions.  The  siege  of  Palmyra 
was  an  object  far  more  difRcult  and  important,  and  the  em- 
peror, who,  with  incessant  vigor,  pressed  the  attacks  in  person 
was  himself  wounded  with  a  dart.  ^^  The  Roman  people,^* 
says  Aurelian,  in  an  original  letter,  '^  speak  with  contempt  of 
the  war  which  I  am  waging  against  a  woman.  They  are 
ignorant  both  of  the  character  and  of  the  power  of  S^enobia 
It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  her  warlike  preparations,  of 
stones,  of  arrows,  and  of  every  species  of  missile  weapons. 
Every  part  of  the  walls  is  provided  with  two  or  three  balista 
and  artificial  fires  are  thrown  from  her  military  engines 
The  fear  of  punishment  has  armed  her  with  a  desperate  cour* 
age.     Yet  still  I  trust  in  the  protecting  deities  of  Rome,  whr 


*  Some  English  trayellers  from  Aleppo  diacovered  the  ruins  of  Pal- 
aiyra  about  the  end  of  the  last  century.  Our  curiosity  has  since 
beeii  Ratified  in  a  more  splendid  manner  by  Messieurs  Wood  and 
Dawkins.  For  the  history  of  Palmyra,  we  may  consult  the  masterl} 
disbertation  of  Dr.  Halley  in  the  I'hilosophical  Transactions :  Low 
thorp  8  Abridgment,  toI.  iii.  p.  618 
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have  hitherto  beer*  favorable  tb  all  my  undertakings  *'* 
Doubtful,  however,  of  the  protection  of  the  gods,  and  of  the 
event  of  the  siege,  Aurelian  judged  it  more  prudent  to  offer 
terms  of  an  advantageous  capitulation  ;  to  the  queen,  a  splen- 
did retreat;  to  the  citizens,  their  ancient  privileges.  Hij 
proposals  were  obstinately  rejected,  and  the  refusal  ww 
accompanied  with  insult. 

The  firmness  of  Zenobia  was  supported  by  the  hope,  that 
in  a  very  short  time  famine  would  compel  the  Roman  army 
to  repass  the  desert ;  and  by  the  reasonable  expectation  that 
the  kings  of  the  East,  and  particularly  the  Persian  monarch, 
would  arm  in  the  defence  of  their  most  natural  ally.  But  for- 
tune, and  the  perseverance  of  Aurelian,  overcame  every  obsta- 
cle. The  death  of  Sapor,  which  happened  about  this  time,'* 
distracted  the  councils  of  Persia,  and  the  inconsiderable  succors 
that  attempted  to  relieve  Palmyra,  were  easily  intercepted 
either  by  the  arms  or  the  liberality  of  the  emperor.  From  every 
part  of  Syria,  a  regular  succession  of  convoys  safely  arrived  in 
the  camp,  which  was  increased  by  the  return  of  Probus  with  his 
victorious  troops  from  the  conquest  of  Egypt.  It  was  then  tha* 
Zenobia  resolved  to  fly.  She  mounted  the  fleetest  of  her  drom 
edaries,''^  and  had  already  reached  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates, 
about  sixty  miles  from  Palmyra,  when  she  was  overtaken  by 
the  pursuit  of  Aurelian's  light  horse,  seized,  and  brought  back 
a  captive  to  the  feet  of  the  emperor.  Her  capital  soon  after- 
wards surrendered,  and  was  treated  with  unexpected  lenity. 
The  arms,  horses,  and  camels,  with  an  immense  treasure  of 
gold,  silver,  silk,  and  precious  stones,  were  all  delivered  to  the 
conqueror,  who,  leaving  only  a  garrison  of  six  hundred  archers, 
returned  to  Emesa,  and  employed  some  time  in  the  distribution 
of  rewards  and  punishments  at  the  end  of  so  memorable  a 
war,  which  restored  to  the  obedience  of  Rome  those  provinces 
that  had  renounced  their  allegiance  since  the  captivity  of 
Valerian. 


'°  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August  p.  218. 

^'  From  a  very  doubtful  chronology  I  have  endeavored  to  extract 
the  most  probable  date. 

'*  Hist.  August,  p.  218.  Zosimus,  L  L  p.  50.  Though  the  camel 
is  a  heavy  beast  of  burden,  the  dromedary,  which  is  either  of  the 
same  or  of  a  kindred  species,  is  used  by  the  natives  of  Asia  and  Africa 
OR  all  occasions  which  require  celerity.  The  Arabs  affirm,  that  he 
will  run  over  as  much  ground  in  one  day  as  their  fleetest  horses  can 
perform  in  eight  or  ten.  See  Buffon,  Hist.  Naturelle,  tool,  xi 
■>.  222,  ar-'  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  167. 


OF    THK       OMAN    EMPIRE.  8f^< 

'Vhei>  the  Syrian  queen  was  brought  into  the  presence  ol 
\qrr*^n,  he  sternly  asked  her,  How  she  had  presumed  to  rise 
»n  arn*5  against  the  emperors  of  Rome  !  The  answer  of 
Zenobia  was  a  prudent  mixture  of  respect  and  iirmnesM 
'Because  1  disdained  to  consider  as  Roman  emperors  ai 
Aureolus  or  a  Gallienus,  You  alone  I  acknowledge  as  mj 
conqueror  and  my  sovereign."  "^^  But  as  female  fortitude  i» 
commonly  artificial,  so  it  is  seldom  steady  or  consistent.  Tlu 
courage  of  Zenobia  deserted  her  in  the  hour  of  trial ;  ghc 
trembled  at  the  angry  clamors  of  the  soldiers,  who  called  aloud 
for  her  immediate  execution,  furgot  the  generous  despair  of 
Cleopatra,  which  she  had  proposed  as  her  model,  and  ignomin 
iously  purchased  life  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  fame  and  her 
friends.  It  was  to  their  counsels,  which  governed  the  weak- 
ness of  her  sex,  that  she  imputed  the  guilt  of  her  obstinate 
resistance ;  it  was  on  their  heads  that  she  directed  the  ven- 
geance of  the  cruel  Aurelian.  The  fame  of  Longinus,  who 
\vas  included  among  the  numerous  and  perhaps  innoceni 
victims  of  her  fear,  will  survive  that  of  the  queen  who  betrayed, 
or  the  tyrant  who  condemned  him.  Genius  and  learning  were 
incapable  of  moving  a  fierce  unlettered  soldier,  but  they  haa 
served  to  elevate  and  harmonize  the  soul  of  Longinus.  With- 
out uttering  a  complaint,  he  calmly  followed  the  executioner, 
pitying  his  unhappy  mistress,  and  bestowing  comfort  on  his 
afflicted  friends.''''* 

Returning  from  the  conquest  of  the  East,  Aurelian  had 
ilready  crossed  the  Straits  which  divided  Europe  from  Asia, 
when  he  was  provoked  by  the  intelligence  that  the  Palmy- 
renians  had  massacred  the  governor  and  garrison  which  he 
had  left  among  them,  and  again  erected  the  standard  of  revolt. 
Without  a  moment's  deliberation,  he  once  more  turned  his 
face  towftrds  Syria.  Antioch  was  alarmed  by  his  rapid 
approach,  and  the  helpless  city  of  Palmyra  felt  the  irresistible 
weight  of  his  resentment.  We  have  a  letter  of  Aurelian  him- 
lelf,  in  which  he  acknowledges,'''^  that  old  men,  women,  chil- 
dren, and  peasants,  had  been  involved  in  that  dreadful  execu- 
tion, which  should  have  been  confined  to  armed  rebellion;  and 
although  bb  principal  concern  seems  directed  to  the  reestab- 
lishmcnt  of  a  temple  of  the  Sun,  he  discovers  some  pity  (u 

T>  Polio  in  Hist.  August,  p.  199. 

^*  Vopiiicus  in  Hist.  August,  p  219.     ZosisMu   '   i^  i>.  61 

^   Hut.  August,  p.  219. 
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/he  rtimnunt  of  the  Palmy rcniaiis,  to  whom  he  grants  the  per 
mission  of  rebuilding  and  inhabiting  their  city.  But  it  is  easiei 
to  desti-oy  than  to  restore.  The  seat  of  commerce,  of  arts, 
and  of  Zenobia,  gradually  sunk  into  an  obscure  town,  a  tri- 
flmg  fortress,  and  at  length  a  miserable  village.  The  present 
citizens  of  Palmyra,  consisting  of  thirty  or  forty  families,  have 
erected  their  mud  cottages  within  the  spacious  court  of  a  mag- 
nificent temple. 

Another  and  a  last  labor  still  awaited  the  indefat^ble 
Aurelian ;  to  suppress  a  dangerous  though  obscure  rebel,  who, 
during  the  revolt  of  Palmyra,  had  arisen  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile.  Firm  us,  the  friend  and  ally,  as  he  proudly  styled  him- 
self, of  Odenathus  and  Zenobia,  was  no  more  than  a  wealthy 
merchant  of  Egypt.  In  the  course  of  his  trade  to  India,  he 
had  formed  very  intimate  connections  with  the  Saracens  and 
the  Blemmyes,  whose  situation  on  either  coast  of  the  Red  Sea 
gave  them  an  easy  introduction  into  the  Upper  Egypt  The 
Egyptians  he  inflamed  with  the  hope  of  freedom,  and,  at  the 
head  of  their  furious  multitude,  broke  into  the  city  of  Alexan 
d/ia,  where  he  assumed  the  Imperial  purple,  coined  money 
published  edicts,  and  raised  an  army,  which,  as  he  vainly 
bc^sted,  he  was  capable  of  maintaining  from  the  sole  profits 
of  his  paper  trade.  Such  troops  were  a  feeble  defence  against 
the  approach  of  Aurelian ;  and  it  seems  almost  unnecessai^ 
to  lelate,  that  Firmus  was  routed,  taken,  tortured,  and  put  to 
death.'^^  Aurelian  might  now  congratulate  the  senate,  thie 
peopie«  and  himself,  that  in  little  more  than  three  years,  he 
had  restored  universal  peace  and  order  to  the  Roman  world. 

Since  the  foundation  of  Rome,  no  general  had  more  nobly 
deserved  a  triumph  than  Aurelian ;  nor  was  a  triumph  ever 
celebrated  with  su^nerior  pride  and  magnificence.*''^  The  pomp 
was  opened  by  twenty  elephants,  four  royal  tigers,  and  above 
two  hundred  of  the  most  curious  animals  from  every  climate 
of  the  North,  the  East,  and  the  South.  They  were  followed 
by  sixteen  hundred  gladiators,  devoted  to  the  cruel  amusement 


^  See  Yopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  220,  242.  As  an  instance  oi 
tvLTQiy,  it  is  observedf  that  he  luid  glass  windows.  He  was  remarka- 
ole  for  Lis  strength  and  appetite,  his  courage  and  dexterity.  Froin 
the  letter  of  Aurelian,  we  may  justly  infer,  that  Firmus  was  the  last 
of  the  rebels,  and  consequently  that  Tetricus  was  already  suppressed. 

^  See  the  triumph  of  Aurelian,  desciibed  by  Yopiscus.  He  relatei 
:he  particulars  with  his  usual  minuteness ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  the? 
happen  if  be  intcro«tinf[^.     Hist.  August,  p.  220. 
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f>f  the  amphitheatre.  The  wealth  c  f  Asia,  the  arms  and  en- 
signs of  so  many  conquered  nations,  and  the  magnificent  plate 
and  wardrobe  of  the  Syrian  queen,  were  disposed  in  exact  sym- 
metry or  artful  disorder.  The  ambassadors  of  the  mDst  re- 
mote parts  of  the  earth,  of  ^Ethiopia,  Arabia,  Persia,  Bactn- 
ana,  India,  and  China,  all  remarkable  by  their  rich  or  singulai 
dresses,  displayed  the  fame  and  power  of  the  Roman  emperor, 
who  exposed  likewise  to  the  public  view  the  presents  that  he 
had  received,  and  particularly  a  great  number  of  crowns  of 
gold,  the  offerings  of  grateful  cities.  The  victories  of  Aure- 
lian  were  attested  by  the  long  train  of  captives  who  reluc- 
tantly attended  his  triumph,  Goths,  Vandals,  Sarmatians, 
Alemanni,  Franks,  Gauls,  Syrians,  and  Egyptians.  Each 
people  was  distinguished  by  its  peculiar  inscription,  and  the 
title  of  Amazons  was  bestowed  on  ten  martial  heroines  of  the 
Gothic  nation  who  had  been  taken  in  wnnsJ^  But  every  eye, 
disregarding  the  crowd  of  captives,  was  fixed  on  the  emperor 
Tetricus  and  the  queen  of  the  East.  The  former,  as  well 
as  his  son,  whom  he  had  created  Augustus,  was  dressed  in 
Gallic  trousers,'®  a  saffron  tunic,  and  a  robe  of  purple.  TYm 
beauteous  figure  of  Zenobia  was  confined  by  fetters  of  gold 
a  slave  supported  the  gold  chain  which  encircled  her  neck 
and  she  almost  fainted  under  the  intolerable  weight  of  jewels 
She  preceded  on  foot  the  magnificent  chariot,  in  which  she 
once  hoped  to  enter  the  gates  of  Rome.  It  was  followed  by 
two  other  chariots,  still  more  sumptuous,  of  Odenathus  and 
of  the  Persian  monarch.     The  triumphal  car  of  Aurelian  (it 

^  Among  barbarous  nations,  women  have  often  combated  by  the 
side  of  their  husbands.  But  it  is  almost  impossible  that  a  society  oi 
Amazons  should  ever  have  existed  either  in  the  old  or  new  world.* 

^'  The  use  of  braoca,  breeches,  or  trousers,  was  stUl  considered  in 
Italy  as  a  Gallic  and  barbarian  fashion.  The  Romans,  however,  had 
made  great  advances  towards  it.  To  encircle  the  legs  and  thighs  with 
faseta^  or  bands,  was  understood,  in  the  time  of  Pompey  and  Horace, 
to  be  a  proof  of  ill  health  or  effeminacy.  In  the  age  of  Trajaii^  the 
custom  was  confined  to  the  rich  and  luxurious.  It  gradually  was 
adopted  by  the  meanest  of  the  people.  See  a  very  curious  note  of 
Casaubon,  ad  Sueton.  in  August,  c.  82. 


*  KUproth's  theory  on  the  origin  of  such  traditions  is  at  least  recom- 
mended by  its  in^nuity.  The  males  of  a  tribe  having  gone  out  on  i 
(narauding  expedition,  and  having  been  cut  off  to  a  man,  the  females  ma; 
hxve  endeavoMd,  fox  a  time .  to  maintain  their  independence  in  their  camy 
tr  village,  till  their  children  grew  up.    Travels,  oh.  xxx.    Bng.  Trans 
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had  formerly  been  used  by  a  Gothic  king)  was  drawn,  on  this 
memorable  occasion,  either  by  four  stags  or  by  four  ele- 
phants.®® The  most  illustrious  of  the  senate,  the  people,  and 
the  army,  closed  the  solemn  procession.  Unfeigned  joy,  won- 
der, and  gratitude,  swelled  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude  ; 
but  the  satisfaction  of  the  senate  was  clouded  by  the  appear- 
ance of  Tetricus ;  nor  could  they  suppress  a  rising  murmur, 
that  the  haughty  emperor  should  thus  expose  to  public  igno- 
miny the  person  of  a  Roman  and  a  magistrate.®^ 

But  however,  in  the  treatment  of  his  unfortunate  rivals, 
A.urelian  might  indulge  his  pride,  he  behaved  towards  them 
with  a  generous  clemency,  which  was  seldom  exercised  by  the 
ancient  conquerors.  Princes  who,  without  success,  had  de- 
fended their  throne  or  freedom,  were  frequently  strangled  in 
prison,  as  soon  as  the  triumphal  pomp  ascended  the  Capitol. 
These  usurpers,  whom  their  defeat  had  convicted  of  the  crime 
of  treason,  were  permitted  to  spend  their  lives  in  affluence  and 
honorable  repose.  The  emperor  presented  Zenobia  with  an 
elegant  villa  at  Tibur,  or  Tivoli,  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
capital ;  the  Syrian  queen  insensibly  sunk  into  a  Roman 
matron,  her  daughters  married  into  noble  families,  and  her 
race  was  not  yet  extinct  in  the  fifth  century.®^  Tetricus  and 
his  son  were  reinstated  in  their  rank  and  fortunes.  They 
erected  on  the  Cselian  hill  a  magnificent  palace,  and  as  soon 
as  it  was  finished,  invited  Aurelian  to  supper.  On  his  en- 
trance, he  was  agreeably  surprised  with  a  picture  which  repre- 
sented their  singular  history.  They  were  delineated  offering 
to  the  emperor  a  civic  crown  and  the  sceptre  of  Graul,  and 
again  receiving  at  his  hands  the  ornaments  of  the  senatorial 
dignity.  The  father  was  afterwards  invested  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Lucania,®^  and  Aurelian,  who  soon  admitted  the  abdi- 
cated monarch  to  his  friendship  and  conversation,  familiarly 

^  Most  probably  the  former;  the  latter,  seen  on  the  medals  of 
Aurelian,  only  denote  (according  to  the  learned  Cardinal  Norris)  ar 
ori<«ntal  victory. 

*^  The  expression  of  Calphnxnins,  (Eclog.  L  50,)  Nullos  duce 
capHva  triumphos,  as  applied  to  Rome,  contains  a  very  manifest  allu- 
•ion  and  censure. 

^  Yopiscus  in  Hist  August,  p.  199.  Hieronym.  in  Chron.  Prospei 
in  Chron.  Baronius  supposes  that  Zenobius,  bishop  of  J^lorence  in 
the  time  of  St.  Ambrose,  was  of  her  £eumly. 

"  Vopisc.  in  Hist.  August,  p.  222.  Eutropius,  ix.  13.  Viuoi 
Junior.  But  Pollio,  in  Hist.  August,  p.  196,  says,  that  Tetricus  wsi 
made  corrector  of  all  Italy. 
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aaked  him,  Whether  it  were  not  more  desirable  to  administei 
a  province  of  Italy,  than  to  reign  beyond  the  Alps.  The  son 
long  continued  a  respectable  member  of  the  senate  ;  nor  wai 
there  any  one  of  the  Roman  nobility  more  esteemed  by 
Aurelian,  as  well  as  by  his  successors.^ 

So  long  and  so  various  was  the  pomp  of  Aurelian^s  triumph 
I  hat  although  it  opened  with  the  dawn  of  day,  the  slow  majesty 
of  the  procession  ascended  not  the  Capitol  before  the  ninth 
hour  ,  and  it  was  already  dark  when  the  emperor  returned  to 
the  palace.  The  festival  was  protracted  by  theatrical  repre- 
sentations, the  games  of  the  circus,  the  hunting  of  wild  beasts, 
combats  of  gladiators,  and  naval  engagements.  Liberal  dona- 
tives were  distributed  to  the  army  and  people,  and  several 
institutions,  agreeable  or  beneficial  to  the  city,  contributed  to 
perpetuate  the  glory  of  Aurelian.  A  considerable  portion  of 
his  oriental  spoils  was  consecrated  to  the  gods  of  Rome  ;  the 
Capitol,  and  every  other  temple,  glittered  with  the  offerings 
of  his  ostentatious  piety ;  and  the  temple  of  the  Sun  alone 
received  above  fifteen  thousand  pounds  of  gold .8^  This  last 
was  a  magnificent  structure,  erected  by  the  emperor  on  the 
side  of  the  Quirinal  hill,  and  dedicated,  soon  after  the  triumph, 
(o  that  deity  whom  Aurelian  adored  as  the  parent  of  his  life 
and  fortunes.  His  mother  had  been  an  inferior  priestess  in  a 
chapel  of  the  Sun ;  a  peculiar  devotion  to  the  god  of  Light 
was  a  sentiment  which  the  fortunate  peasant  imbibed  in  his 
infancy ;  and  every  step  of  his  elevation,  every  victory  of  his 
reign,  fortified  superstition  by  gratitude.®^ 

The  arms  of  Aurelian  had  vanquished  the  foreign  and 
domestic  foes  of  the  republic.  We  are  assured,  that,  by  his 
salutary  rigor,  crimes  and  factions,  mischievous  arts  and  per- 
nicious connivance,  the  luxuriant  growth  of  a  feeble  and 
oppressive  government,  were  eradicated  throughout  the  Roman 
world.^*^  But  if  we  attentively  reflect  how  much  swifler  is  the 
progress  of  corruption  than  its  cure,  and  if  we  remember  that 

**  Hist-  Augiist.  p.  197. 

**  Vopiscois  in  Hist.  August.  222.  Zosimus,  1. 1.  p.  66.  He  placed 
in  it  the  images  of  Belus  and  of  the  Sun,  which  he  had  brought  from 
Palmyra.  It  was  dedicated  in  the  fouxtii  year  of  his  reign,  (Euseb. 
in  Chron.,^  but  was  most  assuredly  begun  immediately  on  his  accession* 

**  See,  in  the  Augustan  History,  p.  210,  the  omens  of  his  fortune 
Hji  devotion  to  the  sun  appears  in  his  letters,  on  his  medals,  and  u 
mentioned  in  the  Csesars  of  Jidian.  Commentaire  de  Spanheim,  p 
109. 

'*^  YopiBCus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  221. 
18* 
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the  yean  abandoned  to  pu')lic  disorders  exceeded  the  ni<Hitlf& 
allotted  to  the  martial  reign  of  Aurelian,  we  must  confess  that 
a  few  short  intervals  of  peace  were  insufficient  for  the  arduous 
work  of  reformation.  Even  his  attempt  to  restore  the  iateg 
rity  of  the  coin  was  opposed  by  a  formidable  insurrection. 
The  emperor's  vexation  breaks  out  in  one  of  his  private  let- 
ters. "  Surely,*'  savs  he,  "  the  gods  have  decreed  that  my 
life  should  be  a  perpetual  warfare.  A  sedition  within  the 
walls  has  ji^st  now  given  birth  to  a  very  serious  civil  war. 
The  workmen  of  the  mint,  at  the  instigation  of  Felicissimus,  a 
slave  to  whom  I  had  intrusted  an  employment  in  the  finances, 
have  risen  in  rebellion.  They  are  at  length  suppressed  ;  but 
seven  thousand  of  my  soldiers  have  been  slain  in  the  contest, 
of  those  troops  whose  ordinary  station  is  in  Dacia,  and  the 
camps  along  the  Danube."  ®®  Other  writers,  who  confirm  the 
same  fact,  add  likewise,  that  it  happened  soon  after  Aurelian's 
triumph ;  that  the  decisive  engagement  was  fought  on  the 
Cselian  hill ;  that  the  workmen  of  the  mint  had  adulterated  the 
coin ;  and  that  the  emperor  restored  the  public  credit,  by 
delivering  out  good  money  in  exchange  for  the  bad,  which  the 
people  was  commanded  to  bring  into  the  treasury.®^ 

We  might  content  ourselves  with  relating  thiu  extraordinary 
transaction,  but  we  cannot  dissemble  how  much  in  its  present 
form  it  appears  to  us  inconsistent  and  incredible.  The  debase- 
ment of  the  coin  is  indeed  well  suited  to  the  administration  of 
Gallienus ;  nor  is  it  unlikely  that  the  instruments  of  the  cor- 
ruption might  dread  the  inflexible  justice  of  Aurelian.  But 
the  guilt,  as  well  as  the  profit,  must  have  been  confined  to  a 
very  few  ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  bv  what  arts  they  could 
arm  a  people  wtiom  they  had  mjured,  against  a  monarch  whom 
they  had  betrayed.  We  might  rjaturally  expect,  that  such 
miscreants  should  have  shared  the  public  detestation  with  the 
informers  and  the  other  ministers  of  oppression  ;  and  tnat  the 
reformation  of  the  coin  should  have  been  an  action  equally 
popular  with  the  destruction  of  those  obsolete  accounts,  which 
by  the  emperor's  order  v«  ere  burnt  in  the  forum  of  Trajan.** 
Lq  an  age  when  the  principles  of  commerce  were  so  imper 
feetly  understood,  the  most  desirable  end  might  perhaps  h* 


**  Hist.  August,  p.  222.     Aurelian  calls  these  soldiers  Hiberi  Htpf 
'^enceSf  Ctutriani,  A/id  Dacisci. 
**  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  56.    Eutropius,  ix.  14.     Aurel.  Victor. 
**  Hist.  August,  p.  222.    Aurel.  Victor. 
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etfecied  by  harsh  and  injidicious  means;  but  a  temporar} 
grievance  of  sach  a  natun3  can  scarcely  excite  and  support  8 
serious  civil  war.  The  repetition  of  intolerable  taxes,  imposed 
either  on  the  land  or  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  may  at  last 
provoke  those  who  will  not,  or  who  cannot,  relinquish  their 
country.  But  the  case  is  far  otherwise  in  every  operation 
nrhich,  by  whatsoever  expedients,  restores  the  just  value  of 
money.  The  transient  evil  is  soon  obliterated  by  the  perma* 
nent  benefit,  the  loss  is  divided  among  hiultitudes ;  and  if  a 
few  wealthy  individuals  experience  a  sensible  diminution  of 
treasure,  with  their  riches,  they  at  the  same  time  lose  the 
degree  of  weight  and  importance  which  they  derived  from  the 
possession  of  them.  However  Aurelian  might  choose  to 
disguise  the  real  cause  of  the  insurrection,  his  reformation  of 
the  coin  could  furnish  only  a  faint  pretence  to  a  party  already 
powerful  and  discontented.  Rome,  though  deprived  of  free- 
dom, was  distracted  by  faction.  The  people,  towards  whom 
the  emperor,  himself  a  plebeian,  always  expressed  a  peculiar 
loudness,  lived  in  perpetual  dissension  with  the  senate,  the 
equestrian  order,  and  the  Praetorian  guards.^^  Nothing  less 
chan  the  firm  though  secret  conspiracy  of  those  orders,  of  the 
authority  of  the  first,  the  wealth  of  the  second,  and  the  arms 
of  the  third,  could  have  displayed  a  strength  capable  of  con- 
tending in  battle  with  the  veteran  legions  of  the  Danube,  which, 
under  the  conduct  of  a  martial  sovereign,  had  achieved  the 
conquest  of  the  West  and  of  the  East 

Whatever  was  the  cause  or  the  object  of  this  rebellion, 
imputed  with  so  little  probability  to  the  workmen  of  the  mint, 
Aurelian  used  his  victory  with  unrelenimg  xigor.^  He  was 
naturally  of  a  severe  disposition.  A  peasant  and  a  soldier,  his 
nerves  yielded  not  easily  to  the  impressions  of  sympathy,  and 
he  could  sustain  without  emotion  the  sight  of  tortures  and  death. 
Trained  from  his  earliest  youth  in  the  exeroise  of  arms,  he  set 
too  small  a  value  on  the  life  of  a  citizen,  chastised  by  military 
execution  tha  slightest  ofiences,  and  transferred  the  stem  dis- 
cipline of  the  camp  into  the  civil  administration  of  the  laws 
His  love  of  justice  oflen  became  a  blind  and  furious  passion 


*'  It  already  raged  before  Aurelian's  return  from  "Rgy/,  See 
ITopiscus,  who  quotes  an  original  letter.    Hist.  August,  p.  244. 

**  Yopiscus  in  Hist  August,  p.  222.  The  two  Victors.  Eutropius, 
«•  14  Zosimus  (1.  i.  p.  43)  mentions  only  three  senUots,  and  plaoe* 
(kmj  death  before  the  eastern  war. 
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and  whenever  he  deemed  his  own  or  the  public  safety  endan- 
gered, he  disregarded  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  the  proportion 
of  punishments.  The  unprovoked  rebellion  with  which  the 
Romans  rewarded  his  services,  exasperated  his  haughty  spirit. 
The  noblest  families  of  the  capital  were  involved  in  the  guilt 
or  suspicion  of  this  dark  conspiracy.  A  hasty  spirit  of  revenge 
urged  the  bloody  prosecution,  and  it  proved  fatal  to  one  of  the 
nephews  of  the  emperor.  The  executioners  (if  we  may  use 
the  expression  of  a  contemporary  poet)  were  fatigued,  the 
prisons  were  crowded,  and  the  unhappy  senate  lamented  the 
death  or  absence  of  its  most  illustrious  members.*^  j^Jqj  ^^s 
the  pride  of  Aurelian  less  offensive  to  that  assembly  than  his 
cruelty.  Ignorant  or  impatient  of  the  restraints  of  civil  insti- 
tutions, he  disdained  to  hold  his  power  by  any  other  title  than 
that  of  the  sword,  and  governed  by  right  of  conquest  an 
empire  which  he  had  saved  and  subdued. ^^ 

It  was  observed  by  one  of  the  most  sagacious  of  the  Roman 
princes,  that  the  talents  of  his  predecessor  Aurelian  were 
better  suited  to  the  command  of  an  army,  than  to  the  govern- 
ment of  an  empire.®^  Conscious  of  the  character  in  which 
nature  and  experience  had  enabled  him  to  excel,  he  again  took 
the  field  a  few  months  after  his  triumph.  It  was  expediimt  to 
exercise  the  restless  temper  of  the  legions  in  some  foreign 
war,  and  the  Persian  monarch,  exulting  in  the  shame  of 
Valerian,  still  braved  with  impunity  the  offended  majesty  of 
Rome.  At  the  head  of  an  army,  less  formidable  by  its  num- 
bers than  by  its  discipline  and  valor,  the  emperor  advanced  as 
lai  ajs  the  Straits  which  divide  Europe  from  Asia.  He  there 
experienced  that  the  most  absolute  power  is  a  weak  defence 
against  the  effects  of  despair.  He  had  threatened  one  of  his 
secretaries  who  was  accused  of  extortion ;  and  it  was  known 
that  he  seldom  threatened  in  vain.  The  last  hope  which 
remained  for  the  criminal,  was  to  involve  some  of  the  principal 
ofHcers  of  the  army  in  his  danger,  or  at  least  in  his  fears. 
Artfully  counterfeiting  his  master^s  hand,  he  showed  them,  in 

V^— ^i'    »■  ■   ..  ■  .  I    ■  ^    ■■—    ■       ■■  I    ■      ■  ■■■■■  ^  I      ■  ■  ■■  I       ■     ■  ^ 

^  Nulla  catenati  fe  rails  pompa  senatfiis 

Camificmc  lassabit  opus  ;  nee  carcere  pleno 
Infelix  raros  nmnerabit  curia  Patres. 

Calphurn.  Eclog.  i.  60. 

•*  According  to  the  younger  Victor,  he  sometimes  wore  the  diadem 
Oeus  and  Dominua  appear  on  his  medals. 

••  It  was  the  observatior  of  Piocletian.     See  Vopiscus  in  Hist' 
A^ogoct.  p.  224. 
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&  long  and  bloody  list,  their  owr  names  devoted  to  death. 
Without  suspecting  or  examining  the  fraud,  they  resolved  to 
secure  their  lives  by  the  murder  of  the  emperor.  On  his 
march,  between  Byzantium  and  Heraclea,  Aurelian  was  sud 
denly  attacked  by  tlie  conspirators,  whose  stations  gave  them 
a  right  to  surround  his  person,  and  af\er  a  short  resistance, 
tell  by  the  hand  of  Mucapor,  a  general  whom  he  had  always 
loved  and  trusted.  He  died  regretted  by  the  army,  detested 
by  the  senate,  but  universally  acknowledged  as  a  warlike  and 
ortunate  prince,  the  useful  though  severe  reformer  of  a 
degenerate  state  .^ 


"^  VopUcua  m  Hiat.  A  igust,  p.  221.     ZoiimiiA,  Lip.  57.    ffatr*^ 
15.     Taetwo  Vieton 


CHAPTER   III. 

OOnVUCT  OF  THE  ARMY  AND  SENATE  AFTER  THE  DKATB  0< 
AURELIAN.  —  REIGNS  OF  TACITUS,  PROBUS,  CASUS,  AND  HIS 
SONS. 

Such  was  ilie  unhappy  condition  of  the  Roman  emperon, 
that,  whatever  might  be  their  conduct,  their  fate  was  com- 
monly the  same.     A  life  of  pleasure  or  virtue,  of  severity  oi 
mildness,  of  indolence  or  glory,  alike  led  to  an  untimely  grave ; 
and  almost  every  reign  is  closed  by  the  same  disgusting  repe 
tition  of  treason  and  murder.   The  death  of  Aurelian,  however, 
is  remarkable  by  its  extraordinary  consequences^    The  legions 
admired,  lamented,  and  revenged  their  victorious  chief.     The 
artifice  of  his  perfidious  secretary  was  discovered  and  punished 
The  deluded  conspirators  attended  the  funeral  of  their  injured 
sovereign,  with  sincere  or  well-feigned  contrition,  and  submit 
ted  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  military  order,  which 
was  signified  by  the  following  epistle :  "  The  brave  and  fortu- 
nate armies  to  the  senate  and  people  of  Rome.  —  The  crime 
of  one  man,  and  the  error  of  many,  have  deprived  us  of  the 
late  emperor  Aurelian.     May  it   please  you,  venerable  lords 
and  fathers !  to  place  him  in  the  number  of  the  gods,  and  to 
appoint  a  successor  whom  your  judgment  shall  declare  worthy 
of  the  Imperial  purple  I     None  of  those,  whose  guilt  or  misfor- 
tune have  contributed  to  our  loss,  shall  ever  reign  over  us."  * 
The    Roman   senators   heard,  without  surprise,  that   another 
emperor   had   been   assassinated   in  his  camp ;   they  secretly 
rejoiced  in  the  fall  of  Aurelian ;   but  the  modest  and  dutiful 
address  of  the   legions,  when   it  was  communicated   in   ful' 
assembly  by  the  consul,  diffused   the  most  pleasing  astonish 
ment.      Such    honors    as   fear    and    perhaps    esteem    could 
extort,  they  liberally  poured  forth  on  the  memory  of  their 
deceased    sovereign.      Such    acknowledgments    as    gratitude 
oould   inspire,   they   returned   to   the   faithful   armies   of  the 
republic,  who  entertained  so  just  a  sense  of  the  legal  authority 


'  Voplscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  222.     Aureliii«  Victor  inontic  itfi  «  fiir 
caI  deputation  from  the  troops  to  th«  senate. 
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of  the  senate  in  the  choice  of  an  emperor.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing this  flattering  appeal,  the  most  prudent  of  the  assembly 
declined  exposing  their  safety  and  dignity  to  the  caprice  of  an 
armed  multitude.  The  strength  of  the  legions  was,  indeed, 
R  pledge  of  their  sincerity,  since  those  who  may  command 
are  seldom  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  dissembling ;  but  cou id 
it  naturally  be  expected,  that  a  hasty  repentance  would  correct 
the  inveterate  habits  of  fourscore  years  ?  Should  the  soldien 
relapse  into  their  accustomed  seditions,  their  insolence  might 
disgrace  the  majesty  of  the  senate,  and  prove  fatal  to  the  object 
of  its  choice.  Motives  like  these  dictated  a  decree,  by  which 
the  election  of  a  new  emperor  was  referred  to  the  suffrage 
of  the  military  order. 

The  contention  that  ensued  is  one  of  the  best  attested,  but 
most  improbable  events  in  the  history  of  mankind.'  The 
troops,  as  if  satiated  with  the  exercise  of  power,  again  con 
jured  the  senate  to  invest  one  of  its  own  body  with  the  Impe- 
rial purple.  The  senate  still  persisted  in  its  refusal ;  the  army 
in  its  request.  The  reciprocal  offer  was  pressed  and  rejected 
at  least  three  times,  and,  whilst  the  obstinate  modesty  of  either 
party  was  resolved  to  receive  a  master  from  the  hands  of  the 
other,  eight  months  insensibly  elapsed  ;  an  amazing  period  of 
tranquil  anarchy,  during  which  the  Roman  world  remained 
without  a  sovereign,  without  a  usurper,  and  without  a  sedi- 
tion.* The  generals  and  magistrates  appointed  by  Aurelian 
continued  to  execute  their  ordinary  functions ;  a'<id  it  is  ob- 
served, that  a  proconsul  of  Asia  was  the  only  considerable 
person  removed  from  his  ofRce  in  the  whole  course^  of  the 
interregnum. 

An  event  somewhat  similar,  but  much  less  authentic,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  happened  after  the  death  of  Romulus,  who«  in 
his  life  and  character,  bore  some  affinity  with  Aurelian.  1  he 
throne  was  vacant  during  twelve  months,  till  the  election  of  a 


'  Yopiscus,  our  principal  authority,  wrote  at  Rome,  sixteen  yean 
mly  after  the  death  of  Aurelian ;  and,  besides  the  recent  notoriety 
of  the  £BCt8,  constantly  draws  his  materials  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  original  papers  of  the  Ulpian  library.  Zosimus  and 
Zonaraa  appear  as  ignorant  of  this  transaction  as  they  were  in  general 
if  the  Roman  constitution. 


*  The  interregnum  could  not  be  more  than  seven  months ;  Aurelian  w** 
assassinated  in  the  middle  of  March,  the  year  of  Rome  1028.  Tacitui  wu 
elected  the  26th  September  in  the  same  year  •—  O. 
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Sabine  philosopher,  aad  the  public  peace  was  guarded  m  th« 
same  manner,  by  the  u  lion  of  the  several  orders  of  the  slaie 
But,  in  the  time  of  No  na  and  Romulus,  the  arms  of  the  peo* 
pie  were  controlled  by  the  authority  of  the  Patricians  ;  and 
the  balance  of  freedom  was  easily  preserved  in  a  small  and 
virtuous  community.^  The  decline  of  the  Roman  state,  far 
ivfierent  from  its  infancy,  was  attended  with  every  circum- 
stance that  could  banish  from  an  interregnum  the  prospect  of 
:^'oedience  and  harmony  :  an  immense  and  tumultuous  capital, 
a  wide  extent  of  empire,  the  servile  equality  of  despotism,  an 
army  of  four  hundred  thousand  mercenaries,  and  the  experi 
ence  of  frequent  revolutions.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  these 
temptations,  the  dispipline  and  memory  of  Aurelian  siill 
restrained  the  seditious  temper  of  the  t^ocps,  as  well  as  the 
fatal  ambition  of  their  leaders.  The  flower  of  the  legions 
maintained  their  stations  on  the  oanks  of  the  Bosphorus,  and 
:he  Imperial  standard  awed  thu  less  powerful  camps  of  Rome 
and  of  the  provinces.  A  generous  though  transient  enthu- 
siasm seemed  to  animate  the  military  order;  and  we  may 
hope  that  a  few  real  patriots  cultivated  the  returning  friend- 
ship of  the  army  and  the  senate,  as  the  only  expedient  capa- 
ble of  restoring  the  republic  to  its  ancient  beauty  and  vigor. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  near  eight  months  aftei 
the  murder  of  Aurelian,  the  consul  convoked  an  assembly  of 
the  senate,  and  reported  the  doubtful  and  dangerous  situation 
of  the  empire.  He  slightly  insinuated,  that  the  precarious 
loyalty  of  the  soldiers  depended  on  the  chance  of  every  hour, 
and  of  every  accident ;  but  he  represented,  with  the  moi»t  con- 
vincing eloquence,  the  various  dangers  that  might  attend  any 
further  delay  in  the  choice  of  an  emperor.  Intelligence,  he 
said,  was  already  received,  that  the  Germans  had  passed  the 
Rhine,  and  occupied  some  of  the  strongest  and  most  opulent 
cities  of  Gaul.  The  ambition  of  the  Persian  king  kept  the 
East  in  perpetual  alarms  ;  Egypt,  Africa,  and  Illyricum,  were 
exposed  to  foreign  and  domestic  arms,  and  the  levity  of 
Syria  would  prefer  even  a  female  sceptre  to  the  sanctity  of 
the  Roman  laws.  The  consul,  then  addressing  himself  to 
Tacitus,  the  first  of  the  senators,^  required  his  opinion  oa 

'  liv.  i.  17.  Dionys.  Halicam.  1.  ii.  p.  115.  Plutarch  in  NunA, 
p.  60.  The  first  of  these  writers  relates  the  story  like  an  orator,  thi 
tecond  like  a  lawyer,  and  the  third  like  a  moralist,  and  none  of  them 
probably  without  some  intermixture  of  fable. 

«  Vo)'isouji  (in  Hif^ .  August,  p.  227)  calls  him  <*  primtt  lentcnnv 
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ihe  important  subject  of  a  proper  candidate  for  the  vacani 
throne. 

If  we  can  prefer  personal  merit  to  accidental  greatness,  w« 
shall  esteem  the  birth  of  Tacitus  more  truly  noble  than  tha' 
of  kings.  He  aaimed  his  descent  from  the  philosophic  his- 
torian, whose  writings  will  instruct  the  last  generations  of 
mankind.^  The  senator  Tacitus  was  then  seventy-five  yean 
of  age.*  The  long  period  of  his  innocent  life  was  adorned 
With  wealth  and  honors.  He  had  twice  been  invested  with 
the  consulai  dignity ,''  and  enjoyed  with  elegance  and  sobriety 
lis  ample  patrimony  of  between  two  and  three  millions  ster- 
ling.® The  experience  of  so  many  pijnces,  whom  he  had 
esteemed  or  endured,  from  the  vain  follies  of  Elagabalus  to 
the  useful  rigor  of  Aurelian,  taught  him  to  form  a  just  estimate 
of  the  duties,  the  dangers,  and  the  temptations  of  their  sublime 
station.  From  the  assiduous  study  of  his  immortal  ancestor 
he  derived  the  knowledge  of  the  Roman  constitution,  and  of 
human  nature.^  The  voice  -of  the  people  had  already  named 
Tacitus  as  the  citizen  the  most  worthy  of  empire.  The  un- 
grateful rumor  reached  his  ears,  and  induced  him  to  seek  the 
retirement  of  one  of  his  vf.ias  in  Campania.  He  had  passed 
two  months  in  the  delightful  privacy  of  Baise,  when  he  re- 
luctantly obeyed  the  summons  of  the  consul  to  resume  his 
honorable  place  in  the  senate,  and  to  assist  the  republic  with 
his  counsels  on  this  important  occasion. 

consularis ; "  and  soon  afterwards  PHncepa  aenatiU,  It  is  natiu'al  to 
suppose,  that  the  monarchs  of  Borne,  disdaining  that  humble  title, 
resigned  it  to  the  most  ancient  of  the  senators. 

*  The  only  objection  to  this  genealogy  is,  that  the  historian  wa» 
named  Cornelius,  the  emperor,  Claudius.  But  imder  the  lower  em- 
pire, surnames  were  extremely  various  and  tmcertuin. 

'  Zonaras,  1.  xii.  p.  637.    The  Alexandrian  Chronicle,  by  an  obvi 
tfus  mistake,  transfers  that  age  to  Aurelian. 

^  In  the  year  273,  he  was  ordinary  consuL  But  he  must  have  been 
Suffectus  many  years  before,  and  most  probably  under  Valerian. 

^  Bis  millies  octinffenties.  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  229.  Thi« 
»\im,  according  to  the  old  standard,  was  equivalent  to  eight  hundred 
sad  forty  thousand  Boman  pounds  of  silver,  each  of  the  value  of 
three  pounds  sterling.  But  in  the  age  of  Tacitus,  the  coin  had  lost 
much  of  its  weight  and  piuity. 

*  After  his  accession,  he  gave  orders  that  ten  copies  of  the  histo- 
rian should  be  annually  transcribed  and  placed  in  the  public  libraries. 
rhe  Roman  libraries  have  long  sLice  perished,  and  the  most  valuable 
part  of  Tacitus  was  preserved  in  a  sin^e  MS.,  and  discovered  in  a 
monastery  of  Westphalia.  See  Bayle,  Dictionnaire*  Art.  Tacite^  and 
Lipsius  ad  Annal.  ii.  9. 
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Ho  arose  to  speak,  when  from  every  quarter  of  die  house) 
ne  was  sauted  with  the  names  of  Augustus  and  emperor. 
'  Tacitus  Augustus,  the  gods  preserve  thee !  we  choose  thee 
for  our  sovereign  ;  to  thy  care  we  intrust  the  republic  and  the 
world.  Accept  the  empire  from  the  authority  of  the  senate. 
It  is  due  to  thy  rank,  to  thy  conduct,  to  thy  manners."  Af 
Boon  as  the  tumult  of  acclamations  subsided,  Tacitus  attempted 
o  decline  the  dangerous  honor,  and  to  express  his  wonder, 
.hat  they  should  elect  his  age  and  infirmities  to  succeed  the 
martial  vigor  of  Aurelian.  "  Are  these  limbs,  conscript 
fathers !  fitted  to  sustain  the  weight  of  armor,  or  to  practise 
the  exercises  of  the  camp  ?  The  variety  of  climates,  and  the 
hardships  of  a  military  life,  would  soon  oppress  a  feeble  con- 
stitution, which  subsists  only  by  the  most  tender  management. 
My  exhausted  strength  scarcely  enables  me  to  discharge  the 
duty  of  a  senator;  how  insufficient  would  it  prove  to  the 
arduous  labors  of  war  and  government !  Can  you  hope,  that 
the  legions  will  respect  a  weak  old  man,  whose  days  have 
been  spent  in  the  shade  of  peace  and  retirement  ?  Can  you 
desire  that  I  should  ever  find  reason  to  regret  the  favorable 
opinion  of  the  senate  ?  "  ^® 

The  reluctance  of  Tacitus  (and  it  might  possibly  be  sincere) 
was  encountered  by  the  affectionate  obstinacy  of  the  senate. 
Five  hundred  voices  repeated  at  once,  in  eloquent  confusion, 
that  the  greatest  of  the  Roman  princes,  Numa,  Trajan, 
Hadrian,  and  the  Antonines,  had  ascended  the  throne  in  a 
very  advanced  season  of  life  ;  that  the  mind,  not  the  body,  a 
sovereign,  not  a  soldier,  was  the  object  of  their  choice  ;  and 
that  they  expected  from  him  no  more  than  to  guide  by  his 
wisdom  the  valor  of  the  legions.  These  pressing  though 
tumultuary  instances  were  seconded  by  a  more  regular  oration 
of  Metius  Falconius,  the  next  on  the  consular  bench  to  Tacitus 
himself.  He  reminded  the  assembly  of  the  evils  which  Rome 
had  endured  from  the  vices  of  headstrong  and  capricious 
youths,  congratulated  them  on  the  election  of  a  virtuous  and 
experienced  senator,  and,  with  a  manly,  though  perhaps  a 
■elfish,  freedom,  exhorted  Tacitus  to  remember  thie  reasons 
of  his  elevation,  and  to  seek  a  successor,  not  in  his  own 
family,  but  in  the  republic.  The  speech  of  Falconius  was 
enforced  by  a  general  acclamation.  The  emperor  elect  sub- 
mitted to  the  authority  of  his  country,  and  received  the  volun- 

*•  Vopiwr  J  in  Hist.  Aiif  oat.  p.  227. 
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•aiy  homage  of  his  equals.  The  judgment  of  the  senate  was 
confirmed  by  the  consent  of  the  Roman  people,  and  of  the 
Pnetorian  guards.^^ 

The  administration  of  Tacitus  was  not  unworthy  of  his  life 
and  principles.  A  grateful  servant  of  the  senate,  he  consid 
ered  that  national  council  as  the  author,  and  himself  as  the 
subject,  of  the  laws.^^  He  strjdied  to  heal  the  wounds  which 
Imperial  pride,  civil  discord,  and  military  violence,  had  in- 
flicted on  the  constitution,  and  to  restore,  at  least,  the  image 
of  the  ancient  republic,  as  it  had  been  preserved  by  the  policy 
of  Augustus,  and  the  virtues  of  Trajan  and  the  Antonines. 
It  may  not  be  useless  to  recapitulate  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant prerogatives  which  the  senate  appeared  to  have  re- 
gained by  the  election  of  Tacitus. ^^  j.  To  invest  one  of 
their  body,  under  the  title  of  emperor,  with  the  general  com- 
mand of  the  armies,  and  the  government  of  the  frontier 
provinces.  2.  To  determine  the  list,  or,  as  it  was  then  styled, 
the  College  of  Consuls.  They  were  twelve  in  number,  who, 
in  successive  pairs,  each,  during  the  space  of  two  months, 
filled  the  year,  and  represented  the  dignity  of  that  ancient 
office.  The  authority  of  the  senate,  in  die  nomination  of  the 
consuls,  was  exercised  with  such  independent  freedom,  that  no 
regard  was  paid  to  an  irregular  request  of  the  emperor  in 
favor  of  his  brother  Florianus.  "  The  senate,"  exclaimed 
Tacitus,  with  the  honest  transport  of  a  patriot,  '^  understand 
the  character  of  a  prince  whom  they  have  chosen."  3.  To 
appoint  the  proconsuls  and  presidents  of  the  provinces,  and 
to  confer  on  all  the  magistrates  their  civil  jurisdiction.  4.  To 
receive  appeals  through  the  intermediate  office  of  the  prsefect 
of  the  city  from  all  the  tribunals  of  the  empire.  5.  To  give 
force  and  validity,  by  their  decrees,  to  such  as  they  should 
approve  of  the  emperor's  edicts.  6.  To  these  several  branches 
of  authority  we  may  add  some  inspection  over  the  finances. 


''  Hist.  August,  p.  228.  Tacitus  addressed  the  Pnetorians  by  the 
ip|)dilation  of  tanctUsimi  miHtea,  and  th  e  people  by  that  of  sacrtUUaimi 
Quirites, 

*'  In  his  manumissions  he  never  ex  needed  the  number  of  a  hun- 
lired,  as  limited  by  the  Caninian  Iblw,  -w'^hich  was  enacted  under 
Augustus,  and  at  length  repealed  by  Justinian.  See  Casaubon  ad 
*ociun  Vopisci. 

**  See  the  lives  of  Tacitus,  Florianus,  and  Probus,  in  the  Augustan 
BifftOTj ;  we  may  be  well  assured,  that  whatever  the  soldier  gave*  th# 
f ei  ator  had  already  siven. 


872  THE   DECLINB   AlfD    FALL 

lince,  eTen  in  the  stern  reign  of  Aurelian,  it  was  In  theu 
powei  to  divert  a  part  of  the  revenue  from  the  public  service.^ 

Circular  epistles  were  sent,  without  delay,  to  all  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  empire,  Treves,  Milan,  Aquileia,  Theasalo- 
nica,  Corinth,  Athens,  Antioch,  Alexandria,  and  Carthage,  to 
claim  their  obedience,  and  to  inform  them  of  the  happy  revo- 
lution, which  had  restored  the  Roman  senato  to  its  ancient 
dignity.  Two  of  these  epistles  are  still  extant.  We  likewise 
possess  two  very  singular  fragments  of  the  private  correspond- 
ence of  the  senators  on  this  occasion.  They  discover  the  most 
excessive  joy,  and  the  most  unbounded  hopes.  "  Cast  away 
your  indolence,"  it  is  thus  that  one  of  the  senators  addresses 
his  friend,  "  emerge  from  your  retirements  of  Baise  and 
Puteoli.  Give  yourself  to  the  city,  to  the  senate.  Rome 
flourishes,  the  whole  republic  flourishes.  Thanks  to  the  Roman 
army,  to  an  army  truly  Roman ;  at  length  we  have  recovered 
our  just  authority,  the  end  of  all  our  desires.  We  hear  ap- 
peals, we  appoint  proconsuls,  we  create  emperors ;  perhaps 
too  we  may  restrain  them  —  to  the  wise  a  word  is  suflicient."  ** 
These  lofty  expectations  were,  however,  soon  disappointed ; 
nor,  indeed,  was  it  possible  that  the  armies  and  the  provinces 
should  long  obey  the  luxurious  and  unwarlike  nobles  of  Rome. 
On  the  slightest  touch,  the  unsupported  fabric  of  their  pride 
and  power  fell  to  the  ground.  The  expiring  senate  displayed 
a  sudden  lustre,  blazed  for  a  moment,  and  was  extinguished 
forever. 

All  that  had  yet  passed  at  Rome  was  no  more  tnan  a  meat 
rical  representation,  unless  it  was  ratified  by  the  more  sub- 
stantial power  of  the  legions.  Leaving  the  senators  lo  enjoy 
their  dream  of  freedom  and  ambition,  Tacitus  proceeded  to 
the  Thracian  camp,  and  was  there,  by  the  PrsBtorian  praefect, 
presented  to  the  assembled  troops,  as  the  prince  whom  they 
themselves  had  demanded,  and  whom  the  senate  had  bestowed. 
As  soon  as  the  prsefect  was  silent,  the  emperor  addressed  him- 
self to  the  soldiers  with  eloquence  and  propriety.  He  gratified 
their  avarice  by  a  liberal  distribution  of  treasure,  under  the 
names  of  pay  and  donative.  He  engaged  their  esteem  by  • 
spirited  declaration,  that  although  his  age  might  disable  him 


^*  Vopiicus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  216.  The  passage  is  pcrfecti; 
elear,  yet  both  Casaubon  and  Salmasius  wish  to  correct  it. 

"  Vo])iscu8  in  Hist.  August,  p.  230,  232,  233.  Tlie  senators  cele 
iMratcd  tiie  happy  restoration  with  hecatombs  and  public  rejoicincB 
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from  the  perfonnanoe  of  military  exploits^  his  counsels  sh^mld 
never  be  unworthy  of  a  fioman  general,  the  successor  of  the 
brave  Aurelian.^^ 

Whilst  the  deceased  emperor  was  making  preparations  foi 
a  second  expedition  into  the  East,  he  had  negotiated  with  th« 
A.lani,*  a  Scythian  people,  who  pitched  their  tents  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Lake  MoBOtis.  Those  barbarians,  allured 
by  presents  and  subsidies,  had  promised  to  invade  Persia  with 
a  numerous  body  of  light  cavalry.  They  were  faithful  to 
their  engagements;  but  when  they  arrived  on  the  Roman 
frontier,  Aurelian  was  already  dead,  the  design  of  the  Persian 
war  was  at  least  suspended,  and  the  generals,  who,  during  the 
interregnum,  exercised  a  doubtful  authority,  were  unprepared 
either  to  receive  or  to  oppose  them.  Provoked  by  such  treat* 
ment,  which  they  considered  as  trifling  and  perfidious,  the 
Alani  had  recourse  to  their  own  vi^or  for  their  payment  and 
revenge ;  and  as  they  moved  with  the  usual  swiftness  of  Tar- 
tars, they  had  soon  spread  themselves  over  the  provinces  of 
Pontus,  Cappadocia,  Cilicia,  and  Gralatia.  The  legions,  who 
from  the  opposite  shores  of  the  Bosphorus  could  almost  dis- 
tinguish the  flames  of  the  cities  and  villages,  impatiently  urged 
their  general  to  lead  them  against  the  mvaders.  The  conduct 
of  Tacitus  was  suitable  to  his  age  and  station.  He  convinced 
the  barbarians  of  the  faith,  as  well  as  the  power,  of  the  em- 
pire. Great  numbers  of  the  Alani,  appeased  by  the  punctua- 
discharge  of  the  engagements  which  Aurelian  had  contracted 
with  them,  relinquished  their  booty  and  captives,  and  quietly 
retreated  to  their  own  deserts,  beyond  the  Phasis.  Against 
the  remainder,  who  refused  peace,  the  Eoman  emperor  waged, 
in  person,  a  successful  war.  Seconded  by  an  army  of  brave 
and  experienced  veterans,  in  a  few  weeks  he  delivered  the 
provinces  of  Asia  from  the  terror  of  the  Scythian  invasion.  ^^ 

But  the  glory  and  life  of  Tacitus  were  of  short  duration. 
Transported,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  from  the  soft  retirement 


^  Hist.  August,  p.  228. 

^^  Yopiscus  in  Hist  August,  p.  230.  Zodmns,  L  t  p.  57.  Zonarsa. 
i.  ziL  p.  637.  Tvfo  passages  in  the  life  of  Probus  (p.  236,  238)  con 
nnea  me,  that  these  Scytibian  invaders  of  Pontus  were  Alani.  If  we 
may  believe  Zosimus,  (1.  L  p.  68,)  Florianus  pursued  them  as  far  ai 
the  Cimmerian  Bosphorus.  But  he  had  scarcely  time  for  so  \on^  and 
iiffienlt  aa  expedition. 

*  On  the  Alani,  tee  ch.  xxtL  note  65.  —  IL 
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of  Campania  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Caucasus,  he  sunk  unde 
the  unaccustomed  hardships  of  a  military  life.  The  fatigue* 
of  the  body  were  aggravated  by  the  cares  of  the  mind.  Foi 
a  while,  the  angry  and  selfish  passions  of  the  soldiers  had 
been  suspended  by  the  enthusiasm  of  public  virtue.  They 
soon  broke  out  with  redoubled  violence,  and  raged  in  the 
camp,  and  even  in  the  tent  of  the  aged  emperor.  His  mild 
and  amiable  character  served  only  to  inspire  contempt,  and 
he  was  incessantly  tormented  with  factions  which  he  could 
not  assuage,  and  by  demands  which  it  was  impossible  to  satis- 
fy. Whatever  flattering  expectations  he  had  conceived  of 
reconciling  the  public  disorders,  Tacitus  soon  was  convinced 
(hat  the  licentiousness  >f  the  armv  disdained  the  feeble  re- 
straint  of  laws,  and  his  last  hour  was  hastened  by  anguish 
and  disappointment.  It  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  soldiers 
imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  this  innocent  prince.^^  Ii 
is  certain  that  their  insolence  was  the  cause  of  his  death.  He 
expired  at  Tyana  in  Cappadocia,  after  a  reign  of  only  six 
months  and  about  twenty  days.^^ 

The  eyes  of  Tacitus  were  scarcely  closed,  before  his 
brother  Florianus  showed  himself  unworthy  to  reign,  by  the 
hasty  usurpation  of  the  purple,  without  expecting  Uie  appro- 
bation of  the  senate.  The  reverence  for  the  Roman  constitu- 
tion, which  yet  influenced  the  camp  and  the  provinces,  was 
sufficiently  strong  to  dispose  them  to  censure,  but  not  to  pro- 
voke them  to  oppose,  the  precipitate  ambition  of  Florianus. 
The  discontent  would  have  evaporated  in  idle  murmurs,  had 
not  the  general  of  the  East,  the  heroic  Probus,  boldly  declared 
himself  the  avenger  of  the  senate.  The  contest,  however, 
was  still  unequal ;  nor  could  the  most  able  leader,  at  the  head 
of  the  effeminate  troops  of  Egypt  and  Syria,  encounter,  with 
any  hopes  of  victory,  the  legi<  ns  of  Europe,  whose  irresist- 
ible strength  appeared  to  support  the  brother  of  Tacitus.  But 
the  fortune  and  activity  of  Probus  triumphed  over  every  ob- 
stacle. The  hardy  veterans  of  his  rival,  accustomed  to  cold 
Climates,  sickened  and  consumed  away  in  the  sultry  heats  of 

*'  Eutropius  and  Aurelras  Victor  only  say  that  he  died ;  Victor 
Junior  adds,  that  it  was  of  a  fever.  ZosimiiB  and  Zonaras  affirm,  that 
he  was  killed  by  the  soldiers.  Vopiscus  mentions  both  accounts,  and 
iecms  to  hesitate.  Yet  surely  these  jarring  opinions  are  easily  recon- 
ciled. 

*•  According  to  the  two  V  ctors,  he  reigned  exactly  two  hundre^^ 

tAJU, 
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Cilicia,  where  the  summer  proved  remarkably  unwhoicsome. 
Their  numbers  were  diminished  by  frequent  desertion ;  the 
passes  of  the  mountains  were  feebly  defended ;  Tarsus 
opened  its  gates ;  and  the  soldiers  of  Florianus,  when  they 
had  permitted  him  to  enjoy  the  Imperial  title  about  three 
months,  delivered  the  empire  from  civil  war  by  the  eat* 
sacrifice  of  a  prir.ce  whom  they  despised .^^ 

The  perpetual  revolutions  of  the  throne  had  so  perfectly 
'.'rased  every  notion  of  hereditary  right,  that  the  family  of  an 
unfortunate  emperor  was  incapable  of  exciting  the  jealousy 
of  his  successors.  The  children  of  Tacitus  and  PlorianuH 
were  permitted  to  descend  into  a  private  station,  and  to  min- 
gle with  the  general  mass  of  the  people.  Their  poverty 
indeed  became  an  additional  safeguard  to  their  innocence. 
When  Tacitus  was  elected  by  the  senate,  he  resigned  his 
ample  patrimony  to  the  public  service  ;^i  an  act  of  generosity 
specious  in  appearance,  but  which  evidently  disclosed  his  in- 
tention of  transmitting  the  empire  to  his  descendants.  The 
only  consolation  of  their  fallen  state  was  the  remembrance  of 
transient  greatness,  and  a  distant  hope,  the  child  of  a  flatter- 
ing prophecy,  that  at  the  end  of  a  thousand  years,  a  monarch 
of  the  race  of  Tacitus  should  arise,  the  protector  of  the  sen- 
ate, the  restorer  of  Rome,  and  the  conqueror  of  the  whole 
earth.^ 

The  peasants  of  Illyricum,  who  had  already  given  Claudius 
and  Aurelian  to  the  sinking  empire,  had  an  equal  right  to 
glory  m  the  elevation  of  Probus.^  Above  twenty  years 
before,  the  emperor  Valerian,  with  his  usual  penetration,  had 
discovered  the  rising  merit  of  the  young  soldier,  on  whom  he 
conferred  the  rank  of  tribune,  long  before  the  age  prescribed 
by  the  military  regulations.  The  tribune  soon  justified  his 
choice,  by  a  victory  over  a   great  body  of  Sarmatians,  ir 

"^  Hist.  Augpst.  p.  231.  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  58,  69.  Zonaras,  1.  zii 
p.  637.  Aurcuxus  Victor  says,  that  Probus  assumed  the  empire  ir 
Illyricum ;  an  opinion  which  (though  adopted  by  a  very  learned  man^ 
Tould  throw  that  period  of  history  into  inextricable  confusion. . 

■>  Hist.  August  p.  229. 

**  He  was  to  send  judges  to  the  Farthians,  Persians,  and  Sarma- 
tians, a  president  to  Taprobani,  and  a  proconsul  to  the  Roman  island, 
(supposed  by  Casaubon  and  Salmasius  to  mean  Britain.)  Such  • 
history  as  mine  (says  Yopiscus  with  proper  modesty)  will  not  subsisl 
%  thousand  years,  to  expose  or  justify  the  prediction. 

"  For  the  private  life  of  Prohus.  see  Yopiscus  in  Hist.  Aumist    p 

il4— as7. 


J76  THE   DfiCLlNS   AND   FALL 

i^hich  he  saved  the  life  of  a  near  relation  of  Valerian ;  and 
deserved  to  receive  from  the  emperor^s  hand  the  colLars, 
biacelets,  spears,  and  banners,  the  mural  and  the  civic  crown, 
and  all  the  honorable  rewards  reserved  by  ancient  Kome  for 
successful  valor.  The  third,  and  afterwards  the  tenth,  legion 
were  intrusted  to  the  command  of  Probus,  who,  in  every 
step  of  his  promotion,  showed  himself  superior  to  the  station 
which  he  filled.  Africa  and  Pontus,  the  Rhine,  the  Danube, 
the  Euphrates,  and  the  Nile,  by  turns  afforded  him  the  most 
splendid  occasions  of  displaying  his  personal  prowess  and  his 
conduct  in  war.  Aurelian  was  indebted  to  him  for  the  con- 
quest of  Egypt,  and  still  more  indebted  for  the  honest  courage 
with  which  he  oflen  checked  the  cruelty  of  his  master.  Taci« 
tus,  who  desired  by  the  abilities  of  his  generals  to  supply 
dis  own  deficiency  of  military  talents,  named  him  command- 
er-in-chief of  all  the  eastern  provinces,  with  five  times  the 
usual  salary,  the  promise  of  the  consulship,  and  the  hope  of 
a  triumph.  When  Probus  ascended  the  Imperial  throne,  he 
was  about  forty-four  years  of  age  ;^  in  the  full  possession  of 
his  fame,  of  the  love  of  the  army,  and  of  a  mature  vigor  of 
mind  and  body. 

His  acknowledged  merit,  and  the  success  of  his  arms 
against  Florianus,  lefl  him  without  an  enemy  or  a  competitor. 
Yet,  if  we  may  credit  his  own  professions,  very  far  from 
being  desirous  of  the  empire,  he  had  accepted  it  with  the 
most  sincere  reluctance.  ^'  But  it  is  no  longer  in  my  power ,^* 
says  Probus,  in  a  private  letter,  "  to  lay  down  a  title  so  full 
of  envy  and  of  danger.  I  must  continue  to  personate  the 
character  which  the  soldiers  have  imposed  upon  me.'^  ^  His 
dutiful  address  to  the  senate  displayed  the  sentiments,  or  at 
least  the  language,  of  a  Roman  patriot :  "  When  you  elected 
one  of  your  order,  conscript  fathers !  to  succeed  the  emperor 
^Lurelian,  you  acted  in  a  manner  suitable  to  your  justice  and 
wisdom.  For  you  are  the  legal  sovereigns  of  the  world,  and 
the  power  which  you  derive  from  your  ancestors  will  descend 
to  your  posterity.  Happy  would  it  have  been,  if  Florianus, 
instead  of  usurping  the  purple  of  his  brother,  like  a  private 


**  According  to  the  Alexandrian  chioniele,  he  was  fifty  at  the  time 
jf  his  death. 

^  The  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Praetorian  Prefect,  whom  (on 
condition   of  his  good  behavior)  he  promised  to  continue  in 
gxeat  oflice.     See  Hist.  August,  p.  237. 
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inheritance,  had  expected  what  your  majesty  might  determine 
either  in  his  favor,  or  in  that  of  any  other  person.  The  pru 
dent  soldiers  have  punished  his  rashness.  To  me  they  ha  n 
offered  the  title  of  Augustus.  But  I  submit  to  your  cleraenc)' 
my  pretensions  and  my  merits.'**  When  this  respectfbJ 
epistle  was  read  by  the  consul,  the  senators  were  unable  to 
disguise  their  satisfaction,  that  Probus  should  condescend  thue 
humbly  to  solicit  a  sceptre  which  he  already  possessed.  They 
celebrated  with  the  warmest  gratitude  his  virtues,  his  exploits, 
and  above  all  his  moderation.  A  decree  immediately  passed, 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  to  ratify  the  election  of  the  eastern 
armies,  and  to  confer  on  their  chief  all  the  several  branches 
of  the  Imperial  dignity  :  the  names  of  Caesar  and  Augustus, 
the  title  of  Father  of  his  country,  the  right  of  making  in  the 
same  day  three  motions  in  the  senate,^  the  office  of  Pontifex 
Maximus,  the  tribunitian  power,  and  the  proconsular  com- 
mand ;  a  mode  of  investiture,  which,  though  it  seemed  to 
multiply  the  authority  of  the  emperor,  expressed  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  ancient  republic.  The  reign  of  Probus  correspond- 
ed with  this  fair  beginning.  The  senate  was  permitted  to 
direct  the  civil  administration  of  the  empire.  Their  faithful 
general  asserted  the  honor  of  the  Roman  arms,  and  of\en  laid 
at  their  feet  crowns  of  gold  and  barbaric  trophies,  the  fruits 
of  his  numerous  victories.*  Yet,  whilst  he  gratified  their 
vanity,  he  must  secretly  have  despised  their  indolence  and 
weakness.  Though  it  was  every  moment  in  their  power  to 
repeal  the  disgraceful  edict  of  Gallienus,  the  proud  successors 
of  the  Scipios  patiently  acquiesced  in  their  exclusion  from  all 
military  employments.  They  soon  experienced,  that  those 
who  refuse  the  sword  must  renounce  the  sceptre. 

The  strength  of  Aurelian  had  crushed  on  every  side  the 
enemies  of  Rome  After  his  death  they  leemed  to  revive 
with  an  increase  of  fury  and  of  numbers.  They  were  again 
vanquished  by  the  active  vigor  of  Probus,  who,  in  a  short 

'^  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  237.  The  date  of  the  letter  ii 
Msuredly  fiiulty.  Instead  of  Non,  Februar.  we  may  read  Non, 
Atunut. 

^  Hist.  August,  p.  238.  It  is  odd  that  the  senate  should  treat 
Probus  less  favorably  than  Marcus  Antoninus.  That  prince  had 
receiTed,  even  before  the  death  of  Pius,  Jtts  quinia  reloHotiU.  See 
Capitolin.  in  Hist.  August .  p.  24. 

^  See  the  du'iful  letter  of  Probua  to  the  senate,  after  his  Germaii 
nctories.     Hist.  August,  p.  239. 
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reign  of  about  six  yeari,^  equalled  the  fame  of  vincient 
heroes,  and  restored  peace  and  order  to  every  province  of  the 
Roman  world.  The  daugerous  frontier  of  Rhsetia  he  so 
firmly  secured,  that  he  left  it  without  the  suspicion  of  ao 
enemy.  He  broke  the  wandering  power  of  the  Sannatian 
tribes,  and  by  the  terror  of  his  arms  compelled  those  barbari- 
ans to  relinquish  their  spoil.  The  Gothic  nation  courted  the 
alliance  of  so  warlike  an  emperor.^^  He  attacked  the  Isauri- 
ans  in  their  mountains,  besieged  and  took  several  of  theii 
strongest  castles,^^  and  flattered  himself  that  he  had  ^revei 
suppressed  a  domestic  foe,  whose  independence  so  deeply 
wounded  the  majesty  of  the  empire.  The  troubles  excited 
by  the  usurper  Firmus  in  the  Upper  Egypt  had  nevur  been 
perfectly  appeased,  and  the  cities  of  Ptolemais  and  Coptos 
fortified  by  the  alliance  of  the  Blemmyes,  still  maintained  ac 
obscure  rebellion.  The  chastisement  of  those  cities,  and  of 
their  auxiliaries  the  savages  of  the  South,  is  said  to  have 
alarmed  the  court  of  Persia,^  and  the  Great  King  sued  in 
vain  for  the  friendship  of  Probus.  Most  of  the  exploits  which 
distinguished  his  reign  were  achieved  by  the  personal  valor 
and  conduct  of  the  emperor,  insomuch  that  the  writer  of  his 
life  expresses  some  amazement  how,  in  so  short  a  time,  a 
single  man  could  be  present  in  so  many  distant  wars.  The 
remaining  actions  he  intrusted  to  the  care  of  his  lieutenants, 
the  judicious  choice  of  whom  forms  no  inconsiderable  part 
of  his  glory.  Cams,  Diocletian,  Maximian,  Constantius,  Gale- 
rius,  Asclepiodatus,  Annibalianus,  and  a  crowd  of  other  chiefs, 
who  afterwards  ascended  or  supported  the  throne,  were  trained 
to  arms  in  the  severe  school  of  Aurelian  and  Probus.^ 

But  the  most  important  service  which  Probus  rendered  to 
the  republic  was  the  deliverance  of  Gaul,  and  the  recovery  of 

*  The  date  and  duration  of  the  reign  of  Probus  are  very  eorrectlj 
ucertained  by  Cardinal  Noris  in  his  learned  work,  De  Epodus  Syro- 
Macedonum,  p.  96 — 105.  A  passage  of  Eusebius  connects  the  second 
f-iar  of  Probus  with  the  seras  of  several  of  the  Syrian  cities. 

^  Yopiscus  in  EUst.  August,  p.  239. 

'*  Zosimus  (L  L  p.  62 — 65)  tells  us  a  very  long  and  trifling  story 
ot  Lycius,  the  Isaurian  robber. 

''  Zosim.  L  i.  p.  65.  Yopiscus  in  Hist  August  p.  239,  240.  But 
't  seems  incredible  that  the  defeat  of  the  savages  oi  Ethiopia  could 
affect  the  Persian  monarch. 

**  Besides  these  well-known  chiefs,  several  others  are  named  bj 
Vopiscus,  (Hist  August  p.  241,)  '^hose  actions  haye  not  reached  qui 
^DQwledge. 
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^verity  flourishing  cries  oppressed  by  the  barbarians  of  Grer- 
many,  who,  since  tfie  death  of  Aurelian,  had  ravaged  that  great 
province  with  impunity.^  Among  the  various  multitude  of  Siose 
fierce  invaders  we  may  distinguish,  with  some  degree  of  clear- 
ness,  three  great  armies,  or  rather  nations,  successively  vau 
quished  by  the  valor  of  Probus.  He  drove  back  the  Franks 
into  their  morasses ;  a  descriptive  circumstance  from  whence 
we  may  ufer,  that  the  confederacy  known  by  the  manly 
appellation  of  Free,  already  occupied  the  flat  maritime 
country,  intersected  and  almost  overflown  by  the  stagnating 
waters  of  the  Rhine,  and  that  several  tribes  of  the  Frisians 
and  Batavians  had  acceded  to  their  alliance.  He  vanquished 
the  Burgundians,  a  considerable  people  of  the  Vandalic  race.* 
They  had  wandered  in  quest  of  booty  from  the  banks  of  the 
Oder  to  those  of  the  Seine.  They  esteemed  themselves  suf 
ficiently  fortunate  to  purchase,  by  the  restitution  of  all  (hen 
booty,  the  permission  of  an  undisturbed  retreat  They  at- 
tempted to  elude  that  article  of  the  treaty.  Their  punishmen 
was  immediate  and  terrible.^^  But.  of  all  the  invaders  of  Grau\ 
the  most  formidable  were  the  Lygians,  a  distant  people,  who 
reigned  over  a  wide  domain  on  die  frontiers  of  Poland  and 
Silesia.^    In  the  Lygian  nation,  the  Arii  held  the  first  rank 

**  See  the  Cesan  of  Julian,  and  Hist  August  p.  238,  240,  241. 

*  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  62.  Hist  August  p.  240.  lout  the  latter  sup- 
poses the  punishment  inflicted  with  the  consent  of  their  kings :  if 
so,  it  was  partial,  like  the  offence. 

**  See  C^urer.  Germania  Antiqua,  1.  iii.  Ptolemy  places  in  theii 
country  the  city  of  Calisia,  probably  Calish  in  Silesia.t 


*  It  was  only  under  the  emperors  Diocletian  and  Maximian,  that  the 
Burgundians,  in  concert  with  the  Alemanni,  inraded  the  interior  of  Oaui : 
ander  the  reign  of  Probus,  they  did  no  more  than  pass  the  river  which 
•eparated  them  from  the  Roman  Empire :  they  were  repelled.  Gatterer 
presumes  that  this  river  was  the  Danuoe ;  a  passage  in  Zosimus  appears 
to  me  rather  to  indicate  the  Rhine.  Zos.  1. 1.  p.  37,  edit  H.  Rtienne,  li^Sl. 
—  G. 

^  On  the  oriffin  of  the  Burgui  lians  may  be  consulted  Malte  Brun,  Geogr 
vi.  p.  396,  (edit  lft-31,)  who  observes  that  all  the  remains*  of  the  Burgun- 
iian  language  indicate  that  they  spoke  a  Gothic  dialect.  —  M. 

t  Luden  (vol.  ii.  601)  supposes  that  these  Aoylmvai  have  been  erroneously 
Identified  with  the  Lygii  of  Tadtus.  Perhaps  one  fertile  source  of  mis- 
takes has  been,  that  the  Romans  have  turned  appellations  into  nations) 
names.  Malte  Brun  observes  of  the  Ly^ii,  "  that  their  name  appears  ScU- 
vonian.  and  signifies '  inhabitants  of  plains ; '  they  are  probablv  tae  Li^het 
it  tne  middle  ages,  and  the  uucestors  uf  the  Poles.  We  finu  among  ths 
\iii  the  worship  of  the  two  twie  ^ods  known  in  the  Sclavian  mythology.'* 
tialte  Brun,  vol.  i.  p.  278,  (edit  l831.)  —  M. 

But  compare  Schafarik,  Slawische  AlterthOmer,  1,  p.  406.  They  were  of 
German  or  Keltish  descent,  oo<»upying  the  Wendish  (or  Slavian)  district. 
Uihy  —  M.  \Hi6 
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by  their  numbers  and  fierceness.  **The  Arii**  (it  is  thm 
•hat  they  are  described  by  the  energy  of  Tacitus)  "  8tc.dy  to 
improve  by  art  and  circumstances  the  innate  terrors  of  theii 
barbarism.  Their  shields  are  black,  their  bodies  are  painted 
black.  They  choose  for  the  combat  the  darkest  hour  of  the 
night.  Their  host  advances,  covered  as  it  were  with  a  funeral 
shade  ;  ^  nor  do  they  often  find  an  enemy  capable  of  sustain 
ing  so  strange  and  infernal  an  aspect.  Of  all  our  senses,  the 
eyes  are  the  first  vanquished  in  battle.'*  ^8  Yet  the  arms  and 
discipline  of  the  Romans  easily  discomfited  these  horrid  phan- 
toms. The  Lygii  were  defeated  in  a  general  engagement, 
and  Semno,  tie  most  renowned  of  their  chiefs,  fell  alive  into 
the  hands  of  Probus.  That  prudent  emperor,  unwilling  to 
reduce  a  brave  people  to  despair,  granted  them  an  honorable 
capitulation,  and  permitted  them  to  return  in  safety  to  theii 
native  country.  But  the  losses  which  they  suffered  in  the 
march,  the  battle,  and  the  retreat,  broke  the  power  of  the 
nation  :  nor  is  the  Lygian  name  ever  repeated  in  the  history 
either  of  Germany  or  of  the  empire.  The  deliverance  of 
Gaul  is  reported  to  have  cost  the  lives  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand of  the  invaders ;  a  work  of  labor  to  the  Romans,  and  of 
expense  to  the  emperor,  who  gave  a  piece  of  gold  for  the 
head  of  every  barbarian.^s  But  as  the  fame  of  warriors  is 
built  on  the  destruction  of  human  kind,  we  may  naturally 
suspect,  that  the  sanguinary  account  was  multiplied  by  the 
avarice  of  the  soldiers,  and  accepted  without  any  very  severe 
examination  by  the  liberal  vanity  of  Probus. 

Since  the  expedition  of  Maximin,  the  Roman  generals  had 
confined  their  ambition  to  a  defensive  war  against  the  nations 
of  Germany,  who  perpetually  pressed  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
empire.  The  more  daring  Probus  pursued  his  Gallic  victories, 
passed  the  Rhine,  and  displayed  his  invincible  eagles  on  the 
banks  of  the  Elbe  and  the  Necker.  He  was  fully  convinced 
that  nothing  could  reconcile  the  mmds  of  the  barbarians  to 
peace,  unless  they  experienced,  in  their  own  country,  the 
calamities  of  war.  Germany,  exhausted  by  the  ill  success  of 
the  last  emigration,  was  astonished  by  his  presence.  Nine 
of  the  most  considerable  princes  repaired  to  his  camp,  and  fell 


'^  FeralU  umbrOf  \b  the  ezpression  of  Tacitus :  it  is  surely  t  yn^ 
^Id  one. 
••  Taoit.  Oermania,  'c.  43.) 
**  Vopiseua  in  Hist   August,  p.  23S. 
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prostrate  a  his  feet.  Such  a  treaty  was  humbly  received  by 
tlie  Germans,  as  it  pleased  the  conqueror  to  dictate.  He  ex- 
acted a  strict  restitution  of  the  effects  and  captives  which  they 
had  carried  away  from  the  provinces ;  and  obliged  their  own 
magistrates  to  punish  the  more  obstinate  robbers  who  pre* 
turned  to  detain  any  part  of  the  spoil.  A  considerable  tribute 
of  corn,  cattle,  and  horses,  the  only  wealth  of  barbarians,  wa« 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  garrisons  which  Probus  established 
on  the  limits  of  their  territory.  He  even  entertained  some 
thoughts  of  compelling  the  Germans  to  relinquish  the  exercisr 
of  arms,  and  to  trust  their  differences  to  the  justice,  their  safe- 
ty to  the  power,  of  Rome.  To  accomplish  these  salutary 
ends,  the  constant  residence  of  an  Imperial  governor,  sup* 
ported  by  a  numerous  army,  was  indispensably  requisite 
Probus  therefore  judged  it  more  expedient  to  defer  the  exe- 
cution of  so  great  a  design;  which  was  indeed  rather  of 
specious  than  solid  utility .^^  Had  Gennany  been  reduced 
into  the  state  of  a  province,  the  Romans,  with  immense  labor 
and  expense,  would  have  acquired  only  a  more  extensive 
boundary  to  defend  against  the  fiercer  and  more  active  barba- 
rians of  Scythia. 

Instead  of  reducing  the  warlike  natives  of  Germany  to  the 
condition  of  subjects,  Probus  contented  himself  with  the  hum- 
ble expedient  of  raising  a  bulwark  against  their  inroads.  The 
country  which  now  forms  the  circle  of  Swabia  had  been  left 
desert  in  the  age  of  Augustus  by  the  emigration  of  its  ancient 
inhabitants.'*^  The  fertility  of  the  soil  soon  attracted  a  new 
colony  from  the  adjacent  provinces  of  Gaul.  Crowds  of  ad- 
venturers, of  a  roving  temper  and  of  desperate  fortunes, 
occupied  the  doubtful  possession,  and  acknowledged,  by  the 
payment  of  tithes,  the  majesty  of  the  empire.^^  To  protect 
these  new  subjects,  a  line  of  frontier  garrisons  was  gradually 
extended  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Danube.  About  the  reign  of 
Hadrian,  when  that  mode  of  defence  began  to  be  practised, 
these  garrisons    ffere   connected   and   covered  by  a  strong 


*"  Hist.  August,  p.  238,  239.  Yopiscus  quotes  a  letter  from  the 
.'xuperor  to  the  senate,  in  which  he  mentions  his  design  of  reducing 
Germany  into  a  province. 

*^  Strabo,  L  vii.  Aooording  to  Yelleius  Paterculus,  (ii.  108,)  Mar- 
>boduus  led  hi*  Marcomanni  into  Bohemia;  duverius  (German, 
^ntiq.  iiL  8)  proves  that  it  was  from  Swabia. 

**  These  settlers,  from  the  payment  of  tithes,  were  denominatM^ 
OecumaUit     Tacit.  Germania,  c.  29. 
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intrenchment  of  trees  and  palisades.  In  tlie  place  of  so  rude 
a  bulwark,  the  emperor  Probus  constructed  a  stone  wall  of  « 
considerable  height,  and  strengthened  it  by  towers  at  conven- 
ient distances.  From  the  neighborhood  of  Newstadt  and 
Ratisbon  on  the  Danube,  it  stretched  across  hills,  valleya, 
rivers,  and  morasses,  as  far  as  Wimpfen  on  the  Necker,  and 
at  length  terminated  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  after  a  wind- 
ing course  of  near  two  hundred  miles.^^  This  important 
barrier,  uniting  the  two  mighty  streams  that  protected  the 
provinces  of  Europe,  seemed  to  fill  up  the  vacant  space 
through  which  the  barbarians,  and  particularly  the  Alemanni, 
could  penetrate  with  the  greatest  facility  into  the  heart  of  the 
empire.  But  the  experience  of  the  world,  from  China  to 
Britain,  has  exposed  the  vain  attempt  of  fortifying  any  exten- 
sive tract  of  country.**  An  active  enemy,  who  can  select 
and  vary  his  points  of  attack,  must,  in  the  end,  discover  some 
feeble  spot,  or  some  unguarded  moment  The  strength,  as 
well  as  the  attention,  of  the  defenders  is  divided  :  and  such  are 
the  blind  effects  of  terror  on  the  firmest  troops,  that  a  line 
broken  in  a  single  place  is  almost  instantly  deserted.  The 
fate  of  the  wall  which  Probus  erected  may  confirm  the  general 
observation.  Within  a  few  yeai*s  afler  his  death,  it  was  over- 
thrown by  the  Alemanni.  Its  scattered  ruins,  universally 
ascribed  to  the  power  of  the  Daemon,  now  serve  only  to  excite 
the  wonder  of  the  Sw&bian  peasant 

^  See  notes  de  'lAbbe  de  la  Bleterie  k  la  Germanie  de  Tacite,  p. 
183.  His  account  of  the  wall  is  chiefly  borrowed  (as  he  says  himself) 
from  the  AUatia  lUustrcUa  of  Schoepflin. 

**  See  Recherches  sur  les  Chinois  et  les  Egyptiens,  torn,  ii  p.  81 
— 102.  The  anonymous  author  is  well  acquainted  with  the  globe  in 
general,  and  with  Germany  in  particular :  with  regard  to  the  latter, 
he  quotes  a  work  of  M.  Hanselman ;  but  he  seems  to  confound  the 
wall  of  Probus,  designed  against  the  Alemanni,  with  the  fortifica- 
tion of  the  Mattiaci,  constructed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Frankfort 
tgiiinst  the  Catti.* 


*  De  Pauw  is  well  known  to  haye  been  the  author  of  this  work,  as  of 
tbe  Becherches  sur  les  Americains  before  quoted.  The  judgment  of  M. 
Bemusat  on  tins  writer  is  in  a  very  different,  I  fear  a  juster  tone.  Quand 
an  lieu  de  rechercher,  d'examiner,  d'^tudier,  on  se  borne,  comme  cet  icri- 
rain,  a  juger,  k  prononcer,  k  decider,  sans  connottre  ni  Thistoire,  ni  les 
langues,  sans  recourir  aux  sources,  sans  m6me  se  douter  de  leur  existence, 
on  peut  en  imposor  pendiuit  quelque  temps  a  des  lecteurs  pr^enus  ou  peu 
instruits ;  mais  le  mepris  qui  ne  manque  gu^re  de  succMer  k  oet  engouement 
but  bientAt  justice  ae  ces  assertions  hasardfees,  et  elles  retombent  dans 
Toubli  d'autant  plus  promptement,  qu' elles  out  hh  poshes  STec  plus  <i« 
M>nfiance  ou  de  tomerite.    Sur  les  Langues  Tartares,  p.  231.  —  M. 
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Among  the  useful  conditions  of  peace  imposed  by  Probiis 
JD  the  vanquished  nations  of  Germany,  was  the  obligation  of 
supplying  the  Roman  army  with  sixteen  thousand  recruits,  the 
bravest  and  most  robust  of  their  youth.  The  emperor  dis- 
persed them  through  all  the  provinces,  and  distributed  thif 
dangerous  reenforcement,  in  small  bands  of  fidy  or  sixty  each 
imcng  the  national  troops ;  judiciously  observing,  that  the  air 
which  the  republic  derived  from  the  barbarians  should  be  fel 
but  not  seen.^^  Their  aid  was  now  become  necessary.  Thf 
feeble  elegance  of  Italy  and  the  internal  provinces  could  n( 
longer  support  the  weight  of  arms.  The  hardy  frontiers  of 
the  Rhine  and  Danube  still  produced  minds  and  bodies  equal 
to  the  labors  of  the  camp;  but  a  perpetual  series  of  wan: 
had  gradually  diminished  their  numbers.  The  infrequency  of 
marriage,  and  the  ruin  of  agriculture,  affected  the  principles 
of  population,  and  not  only  destroyed  the  strength  of  the 
present,  but  intercepted  the  hope  of  future,  generations.  The 
wisdom  of  Probus  embraced  a  great  and  beneficial  plan  of 
replenishing  the  exhausted  frontiers,  by  new  colonies  of 
captive  or  fugitive  barbarians,  on  whom  he  bestowed  lands, 
cattle,  instruments  of  husbandry,  and  every  encouragement 
that  might  engage  them  to  educate  a  race  of  soldiers  for  the 
service  of  the  republic.  Into  Britain,  and  most  probably  into 
Cambridgeshire,^^  he  transported  a  considerable  body  of  Van- 
dals. The  impossibility  of  an  escape  reconciled  them  to  their 
situation,  and  in  the  subsequent  troubles  of  that  island,  they 
approved  themselves  the  most  faithful  servants  of  the  state.^^ 
Great  numbers  of  Franks  and  Gepids  were  settled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine.  A  hundred  thousand 
Bastamse,  expelled  from  their  own  country,  cheerfully  accepted 
an  establishment  in  Thrace,  and  soon  imbibed  the  manners 
and  sentiments  of  Roman  subjects.^  But  the  expectations  of 
Probus  were  too  often  disappointed.  The  impatience  and  idle- 
ness of  the  barbarians  could   ill   brook  the  slow  labors  of 


^  He  diBtributed  about  fifty  or  sixty  barbarians  to  a  Numena,  at 
it  was  then  called,  a  corps  with  whose  eatabliahed  number  we  are  not 
exactly  acquainted. 

^  Camden's  Britannia,  Introduction,  p.  136 ;  but  he  speaks  from  « 
ferr  doubtful  conjecture. 

*^  Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  62.  According  to  Yopiscus,  another  body  oi 
Vandals  was  less  fiedthful. 

^  Hist.  August,  p.  240.  They  M-ere  probably  expelled  by  th« 
Qotha.     Zoaim.  L  i«  d.  66. 
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Agriculture.  Tneir  unconquerable  lore  of  freedom,  rising 
against  despot'sm,  provoked  them  into  hasty  rebellions,  alike 
fatal  to  thems3lves  and  to  the  provinces  ;^9  nor  could  these 
artificial  suppLes,  however  repeated  by  succeeding  emperors, 
restore  the  important  limit  of  Gaul  and  Illyricum  to  its  ancient 
and  native  vigor. 

Of  all  the  barbarians  who  abandoned  their  new  settlements 
and  disturbed  the  public  tranquillity,  a  very  small  numbei 
returned  to  their  own  country.  For  a  short  season  they  might 
wander  in  arms  through  the  empire ;  but  in  the  end  they  were 
surely  destroyed  by  the  power  of  a  warlike  emperor.  The 
successful  rashness  of  a  party  of  Franks  was  attended,  how- 
ever, with  such  memomble  consequences,  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  passed  unnoticed.  They  had  been  established,  by  Probus, 
on  the  sea-coast  of  Pontus,  with  a  view  of  strengthening  the 
frontier  against  the  inroads  of  the  Alani.  A  fleet  stationed  in 
one  of  the  harbors  of  the  Euxine  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Franks ;  and  they  resolved,  through  unknown  seas,  to  explore 
their  way  from  the  mouth  of  the  Phasis  to  that  of  the  Rhine. 
They  easily  escaped  through  the  Bosphorus  and  the  Helles- 
pont, and  cruising  along  the  Mediterranean,  indulged  theii 
appetite  for  revenge  and  plunder  by  frequent  descents  on  the 
unsuspecting  shores  of  Asia,  Greece,  and  Africa.  The  opu- 
lent city  of  Syracuse,  in  whose  port  the  navies  of  Athens  and 
Carthage  had  formerly  been  sunk,  was  sacked  by  a  handful 
of  barbarians,  who  massacred  the  greatest  part  of  the  trembling 
inhabitants.  From  the  Island  of  Sicily,  the  Franks  proceeded 
to  the  columns  of  Hercules,  trusted  themselves  to  the  ocean, 
coasted  round  Spain  and  Gaul,  and  steering  their  triumphant 
course  through  the  British  Channel,  at  length  finished  theiT 
surprising  voyage,  by  landing  in  safety  on  the  Batavian  or 
Frisian  shores.*®  The  example  of  their  success,  instructing 
their  countrymen  to  conceive  the  advantages  and  to  despise 
the  dangers  of  the  sea,  pointed  out  to  their  enterprising  spirit 
k  new  road  to  wealth  and  glory. 

Notwithstanding  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  Probus,  it  was 
almost  impossible  that  he  could  at  once  contain  in  obedience 
dvery  part  of  his  wide-extended  dominions.  The  barbarians 
vho  broke  their  chains,  had  seized  the  favorable  opportunity 
of  a  domestic  wir.     When  the  emperor  marched  to  the  re- 


^  Hist.  August,  p.  240. 

*"  Panegyr.  Yet.  ▼.  18.    Zosimus,  1.  i.  p.  66. 
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[\ef  cf  Graul,  he  devolved  the  commanQ  of  the  East  on  Satur- 
ninus.  That  general,  a  man  of  merit  and  experience,  waa 
driven  into  rebellion  by  the  absence  of  his  sovereign,  thf 
levity  of  the  Alexandrian  people,  the  pressing  instances  of  hit 
friends,  and  his  own  fears ;  but  from  the  moment  of  his  ele  < 
vation,  he  never  entertained  a  hope  of  empire,  or  even  oi 
life.  "  Alas !  "  he  said,  "  the  republic  has  lost  a  useful  ser 
vant,  and  the  rashness  of  an  hour  has  destroyed  the  services  of 
many  years.  You  know  not,"  continued  he,  "  the  misery  oi 
sovereign  power  ;  a  sword  is  perpetually  suspended  over  our 
head.  We  dread  our  very  guards,  we  distrust  our  companions. 
The  choice  of  action  or  of  repose  is  no  longer  in  our  dis- 
position, nor  is  there  any  age,  or  character,  or  conduct,  that 
can  protect  us  from  the  censure  of  envy.  In  thus  exalting  me 
to  the  throne,  you  have  doomed  me  to  a  life  of  cares,  and  to 
an  untimely  fate.  The  only  consolation  which  remains  is,  the 
assurance  that  I  shall  not  fall  alone.^^^^  But  as  the  former 
part  of  his  prediction  was  verified  by  the  victory,  so  the  latter 
was  disappointed  by  the  clemency,  of  Probus.  That  amiable 
prince  attempted  even  to  save  the  unhappy  Saturninus  from 
the  fury  of  the  soldiers.  He  had  more  than  once  solicited  the 
usurper  himself  to  place  some  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  a 
sovereign  who  so  highly  esteemed  his  character,  that  he  had 
punished,  as  a  malicious  informer,  the  first  who  related  the 
improbable  news  of  his  defection.^^  Saturninus  might,  per. 
haps,  have  embraced  the  generous  ofier,  had  he  not  been  re- 
strained by  the  obstinate  distrust  of  his  adherents.  Their  guilt 
was  deeper,  and  their  hopes  more  sanguine,  than  those  of  their 
experienced  leader. 

The  revolt  of  Saturninus  was  scarcely  extinguished  in  tlie 
East,  before  new  troubles  were  excited  in  the  West,  by  the 
rebellion  of  Bonosus  and  Proculus,  in  Gaul.  The  most  dis* 
tinguished  merit  of  those  two  officers  was  their  respective 
prowess,  of  the  one  in  the  combats  of  Bacchus,  of  the  othei 
in  those  of  Venus,  ^  yet  neither  of  them  was  destitute  of 


*^  Yopiscus  in  EQst.  August,  p.  245,  246.  The  unfortunate  orator 
hid  studied  rhetoric  at  Cvthage ;  ard  was  therefore  more  probably  a 
Moor  (Zosim.  1.  i.  p.  60)  than  a  Gaul,  as  Vopiscus  calls  him. 

'''*  Zonoras,  1.  xiL  p.  638. 

^^  A  very  surprising  instance  is  recorded  of  the  prowess  of  Procu- 
ris.  lie  had  taken  one  hundred  Sarmatian  virgins.  The  rest  of  the 
itory  he  must  relate  in  his  own  language  :  **  "Ex.  his  unA  noete  de 

19* 
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courage  and  capacity,  and  both  sustained,  with  honor,  the  lu 
gust  character  whi^h  the  fear  of  punishment  had  engaged 
them  to  assume,  til!  they  sunk  at  length  beneath  the  superioi 
genius  of  Probus.  He  used  the  victory  with  his  accustomed 
moderation,  and  spared  the  fortunes  as  well  as  the  lives  of 
their  innocent  families.^ 

The  arms  of  Probus  had  now  suppressed  all  the  foreign  ai:<f 
domestic  enemies  of  the  state.  His  mild  but  steady  adminin- 
tration  confirmed  the  reestablishment  of  the  public  tranquil* 
lity  ;  nor  was  there  lefl  in  the  provinces  a  hostile  barbarian,  a 
tyrant,  or  even  a  robber  to  revive  the  memory  of  past  disor- 
ders. It  was  time  that  the  emperor  should  revisit  Rome,  and 
celebrate  his  own  glory  and  the  general  happiness.  The  tri- 
umph due  to  the  valor  of  Probus  was  conducted  with  a  mag- 
nificence suitable  to  his  fortune,  and  the  people  who  had  so 
lately  admired  the  trophies  of  Aurelian,  gazed  with  equal 
pleasure  on  those  of  his  heroic  successor.^  We  cannot,  on 
this  occasion,  forget  the  desperate  courage  of  about  fourscore 
gladiators,  reserved,  with  near  six  hundred  others,  for  the 
inhuman  sports  of  the  amphitheatre.  Disdaining  to  shed  their 
blood  for  the  amusement  of  the  populace,  they  killed  their 
keepers,  broke  from  the  place  of  their  confinement,  and  filled 
the  streets  of  Rome  with  blood  and  confusion.  After  an  ob- 
stinate resistance,  they  were  overpowered  and  cut  in  pieces  by 
the  regular  forces ;  but  they  obtained  at  least  an  honorable 
death,  and  the  satisfaction  of  a  just  revenge  ^6 

The  military  discipline  which  reigned  in  the  camps  of  Pro- 
bus  was  less  cruel  than  that  of  Aurelian,  but  it  was  equally 
rigid  and  exact.  The  latter  had  punished  the  irregularities  of 
the  soldiers  witli  unrelenting  severity,  the  former  prevented 
them  by  employing  the  legions  in  constant  and  useful  labors 
When  Probus  commanded  in  Egypt,  he  executed  many  con- 
siderable works  for  the  splendor  and  benefit  of  that  rich  coun- 
try.  The  navigation  of  the  Nile,  so  important  to  Rome  itself, 
was  improved  ;  and  temples,  buildings,  porticos,  and  palaces, 

sem  inivi ;  omnes  tamen,  quod  in  me  erat,  mulieres  intra  diei  quin- 
iecim  reddidL"    Yopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  246. 

^  Proculus,  who  was  a  native  of  Albengue,  on  the  Genoese  coast, 
armed  two  thousand  of  his  own  slaves.  His  riches  were  great,  but 
they  were  acquired  by  obbeiy.  It  was  afterwards  a  sayhi^  of  hit 
family,  sibi  non  placere  esse  ve)  principes  vel  latrones.  V'opiscui 
in  Hist.  August,  p.  247. 

**  Hist.  August,  p.  240. 

**  Zosim.  ]« i.  p.  66 
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were  constructed  by  the  hands  of  the  soldiers,  who  acted  by 
turns  as  architects,  as  engineers,  and  as  husbandmen.''  It 
was  reported  of  Hannibal,  that,  in  order  to  preserve  his  troops 
&om  the  dangerous  temptations  of  idleness,  he  had  obliged 
them  to  form  large  plantations  of  olive-trees  along  the  coast 
if  Africa."  From  a  similar  principle,  Probus  exercised  his 
egions  in  covering  with  rich  vineyards  the  hills  of  Gaul  and 
Pannonia,  and  two  considerable  spots  are  described,  which 
ivere  entirely  dug  and  planted  by  military  labor.**  One  of 
these,  known  under  the  name  of  Mount  Almo,  was  situated 
near  Sirmium,  the  country  where  Probus  was  born,  for  which 
he  ever  retained  a  partial  affection,  and  whose  gratitude  he 
endeavored  to  secure,  by  converting  into  tillage  a  large  and 
unhealthy  tract  of  marshy  ground.  An  army  thus  employed 
constituted  perhaps  the  most  useful,  as  well  as  the  bravest,  por- 
tion of  Roman  subjects. 

But  in  the  prosecution  of  a  favorite  scheme,  the  best  of 
men,  satisfied  with  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions,  are  sub- 
ject to  forget  the  bounds  of  moderation  ;  jior  did  Probus  him- 
self sufficiently  consult  the  patience  and  disposition  of  his 
fierce  legionaries.^  The  dangers  of  the  military  profession 
seem  only  to  be  compensated  by  a  life  of  pleasure  and  idle- 
ness ;  but  if  the  duties  of  the  soldier  are  incessantly  aggra- 
vated by  the  labors  of  the  peasant,  he  will  at  last  sink  under 
the  intolerable  burden,  or  shake  it  off  with  indignation.  The 
imprudence  of  Probus  is  said  to  have  inflamed  the  discontent 
of  his  troops.  More  attentive  to  the  interests  of  mankind 
than  to  those  of  the  army,  he  expressed  the  vain  hope  that, 
by  the  establishment  of  universal  peace,  he  should  soon  abol- 
ish the  necessity  of  a  standing  and  mercenary  force.*^     The 


^  Hist.  Augnst.  p.  286. 

••  Aurel.  Victor,  in  Prob.  But  the  policy  of  Hannibal,  unnoticed  by 
vay  more  andent  writer,  is  irreconcilable  with  the  history  of  his  life 
lie  left  Africa  when  he  was  nine  years  old,  returned  to  it  when  he  war 
;brty-fiye,  and  immediately  lost  his  army  in  the  decisive  battle  of  Zama 
ijItius,  XXX.  87. 

••  Hist.  August,  p.  240.  Eutrop.  ix.  17.  Aurel.  Victor,  in  Proo 
I'ietor  Junior.  He  revoked  the  prohibition  of  Domitian,  and  granted  * 
^neral  permission  of  planting  vines  to  the  Gauls,  the  Britons,  and  1 1 « 
Pannonians. 

^  Julian  bestows  a  severe,  and  indeed  excessive,  censure  on  the  ngix 
^f  Probus,  who,  as  he  thinks,  almost  deserved  his  fiite. 

^1  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  241.  He  lavishes  on  this  idle  hope  t 
Wge  stiK:k  of  veiy  foolish  eloq  sence. 
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anguarded  expression  proved  fatal  to  him.  [d  oue  of  tht 
hottest  days  of  summer,  as  he  severely  urged  the  unwhole- 
some labor  of  draining  the  marshes  of  Sirmium,  the  soldiers, 
impatient  of  fatigue,  on  a  sudden  threw  down  their  tools, 
giasped  their  arms,  and  broke  out  into  a  furious  mutiny.  The 
emperor,  conscious  of  his  danger,  took  refuge  in  a  lofty  tower, 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  progress  of  the 
work.^  The  tower  was  instantly  forced,  and  a  thousand 
swords  were  plunged  at  once  into  the  bosom  of  the  unfor 
tunate  Probus.  The  rage  of  the  troops  subsided  as  soon  as 
it  had  been  gratified.  They  then  lamented  their  fatal  rash* 
ness,  forgot  the  severity  of  the  emperor,  whom  they  had  mas- 
sacred, and  hastened  to  perpetuate,  by  an  honorable  monu- 
ment, ;he  memory  of  his  virtues  and  victories.®^ 

When  the  legions  had  indulged  their  grief  and  repentance 
for  the  death  of  Probus,  their  unanimous  consent  declared 
Cams,  his  Praetorian  prefect,  the  most  deserving  of  the  Impe- 
rial throne.  Every  circumstance  that  relates  to  this  prince 
appears  of  a  mixed  and  doubtful  nature.  He  gloried  in  the 
title  of  Roman  Citizen ;  and  affected  to  compare  the  purity  of 
kis  blood  with  the  foreign  and  even  barbarous  origin  of  the 
preceding  emperors  ;  yet  the  most  inquisitive  of  his  contem- 
poraries, very  far  from  admitting  his  claim,  have  variously 
deduced  his  own  birth,  or  that  of  his  parents,  from  Illyricum 
from  Gaul,  or  from  Africa.^^  Though  a  soldier,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  learned  education ;  though  a  senator,  he  was  invested 
with  the  first  dignity  of  the  army ;  and  in  an  age  when  the 
civil  and  military  professions  began  to  be  irrecoverably  sep- 
arated from  each  other,  they  were  united  in  the  person  of 
Cams.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  justice  which  he  exer- 
cised against  the  assassins  of  Probus,  to  whose  favoi  and 
esteem  he  was  highly  indebted,  he  could  not  escape  the  sus- 
picion of  being  accessory  to  a  deed  from  whence  he  derived 
the  principal  advantage.     He  enjoyed,  at  least,  before  his  ele- 


**  Turrifl  ferrata.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  movable  tower,  and 
cased  with  iron. 

"  Probus,  et  vere  probus  situs  est ;  Victor  omnium  gentium  Bar- 
baranun ;  victor  etiam  tyrannorum. 

^  Yet  all  this  may  be  conciliated.  He  was  bom  at  Narbonne  in 
Illyricum,  confounded  by  Eutropius  with  the  more  famous  city  of 
that  name  in  Oaul.  His  father  might  be  an  African,  and  his  mothei 
a  noble  Koman.  Cams  himself  was  educated  in  the  'capital  Se* 
dcaliger,  Animadyersion   ad  Euseb.  Chron.  p.  241 
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ration  &n  acknowledged  character  of  virtue  and  abilitios  ;  ^ 
but  hJA  ai^Jtere  temper  insensibly  degenerated  into  moroseness 
and  cruelty ;  and  the  imperfect  writers  of  his  life  almost 
hesitate  whether  they  shall  not  rank  him  in  the  number  of 
Roman  tyrants.^^  When  Carus  assumed  the  purple,  he  was 
about  sixty  years  of  age,  and  his  two  sons,  Carinus  and  Nu 
iiierian,  had  already  attained  the  season  of  manhood.®^ 

The  authority  of  the  se  .late  expired  with  Probus  ;  nor  was 
the  repentance  of  the  solaiers  displayed  by  the  same  dutiful 
regard  for  the  civil  power,  which  they  had  testified  aAer  the 
unfortunate  death  of  Aurelian.  The  election  of  Carus  was 
decided  without  expecting  the  approl^ation  of  the  senate,  and 
the  new  emperor  contented  himself  with  announcing,  in  a 
cold  and  stately  epistle,  that  he  had  ascended  the  vacant 
throne.^^  A  behavior  so  very  opposite  to  that  of  his  amiable 
predecessor  afforded  no  favorable  presage  of  the  new  reign : 
and  the  Romans,  deprived  of  power  and  freedom,  asserted 
their  privilege  of  licentious  murmurs.*^  The  voice  of  con- 
gratulation and  flattery  was  not,  however,  silent ;  and  we  may 
still  peruse,  with  pleasure  and  contempt,  an  eclogue,  which 
was  composed  on  the  accession  of  the  emperor  Carus.  Two 
shepherds,  avoiding  the  noontide  heat,  retire  into  the  cave  of 
Faunus.  On  a  spreading  beech  they  discover  some  recent 
characters.  The  rural  deity  had  described,  in  prophetic 
verses,  the  felicity  promised  to  the  empire  under  the  reign  of 
so  great  a  prince.  Faunus  hails  the  approach  of  that  hero> 
who,  receiving  on  his  shoulders  the  sinking  weight  of  the 
Roman  world,  shall  extinguish  war  and  faction,  and  once 
again  restore  the  innocence  and  security  of  the  golden  age.'^^ 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  these  elegant  trifles  neve.' 


**  Probus  had  requested  of  the  senate  an  equestrian  statue  and  h 
marble  palace,  at  the  public  expense,  as  a  just  recompense  of  the  sin- 
gular merit  of  Carus.    Yopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  249. 

**  Yopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  242,  249.  Julian  excludes  thi 
emperor  Carus  and  both  his  sons  from  the  ban'^uet  of  the  Cesars. 

^  John  Malala,  tom.  i.  p.  401.  But  the  authority  of  that  ignorant 
Greek  is  very  slight.  He  ridiculously  derives  from  Carus  the  cit;^ 
of  Carrhee,  and  the  province  of  Caria,  the  latter  of  which  is  men- 
tioned by  Homer. 

*^  Hist.  August,  p.  249.  Carus  congratulated  the  senate,  that  one 
)f  their  oivn  order  was  made  emperor. 

**  Hist.  August,  p.  242. 

^  See  the  first  eclogue  *f  Calphumius.  The  design  of  it  is  pre 
%red  by  FonteneUe  to  that  )f  Virgil's  PoUio     See  torn.  iiL  p.  14ft. 
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learlied  :he  ears  of  a  veteran  general,  who,  with  the  consent 
of  .ne  legions,  was  preparing  to  execuie  the  long-suspended 
design  of  the  Persian  war.  Before  his  departure  for  this  dis 
tant  expedition,  Carus  conferred  on  his  two  sons,  Carinus  and 
Numerian,  the  title  of  CsBsar,  and  investing  the  former  with 
almost  an  equal  shard  of  the  Imperial  power,  directed  the 
young  prince,  first  to  suppress  some  irouhles  which  had  arisen 
in  Gaul,  and  afterwards  to  fix  the  seat  of  his  residence  at 
Fiome,  and  to  assume  the  government  of  the  Western  prov- 
inces."''!  The  safety  of  lllyricum  was  confirmed  by  a  memo- 
rable defeat  of  the  Sarmatlans ;  sixteen  thousand  of  those 
barbarians  remained  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  number  of 
captives  amounted  to  twenty  thousand.  The  old  emperor, 
animated  with  the  fame  and  prospect  of  victory,  pursued  his 
march,  in  the  midst  of  winter,  through  the  cotyitries  of  Thrace 
and  Asia  Minor,  and  at  length,  with  his  younger  son,  Nuntie- 
•ian,  arrived  on  the  confines  of  the  Persian  monarchy.  There, 
encamping  on  the  summit  of  a  lofly  mountain,  he  pointed  out 
to  his  troops  the  opulence  and  luxury  of  the  enemy  whom  they 
were  about  to  invade. 

The  successor  of  Artaxerxes,*  Varanes,  or  Bahram,  though 
ne  had  subdued  the  Segestans,  one  of  the  most  warlike  nations 
»f  Upper  Asia,73  was  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  Romans, 
and  endeavored  to  retard  their  progress  by  a  negotiation  of 

"  Hist.  August,  p.  353.    Eutropius,  ix.  18.     Pas:!,  Anual. 

"  Agathias,  1.  iv.  p.  135.  We  find  one  of  his  sayings  in  the  Bio- 
lioth^que  Orientate  of  M.  d'Herbelot.  **  The  definition  of  humanity 
includes  aU  other  virtues."  f 


*  Three  monar<*VL8  had  interrenedi  Sapor,  (Shahpour,)  HormiBdas,  (Hor- 
mooz^  Varanes  or  Baharam  the  First.  —  M. 

t  The  manner  in  which  his  life  was  sared  b^  the  Chief  Pontiff  from  t 
conspiracy  of  his  nobles,  is  as  remarkable  as  his  saying.  **  By  the  advice 
of  the  Pontiff)  all  the  nobles  absented  themselves  from  court.  The  king 
wandered  through  his  palace  alone.  He  saw  no  one;  all  was  silence 
tround.  He  became  alarmed  and  distressed.  At  last  the  Chief  Pontiff 
appeared,  and  bowed  his  head  in  apparent  misery,  but  apoke  not  a  word 
uie  kins  entreated  him  to  declare  what  had  happened.  The  virtuous  man 
boldly  related  all  that  had  passed,  and  conjured  Bahram,  in  the  name  of 
his  glorious  ancestors,  to  change  his  conduct  and  save  himself  from 
destruction.  The  king  was  much  moved,  professed  himself  most  penitent, 
and  said  he  was  resolved  his  future  life  should  prove  his  sincerity.  The 
oveiiojied  High  Priest,  delighted  at  this  success,  made  a  signal,  at  which 
all  the  nobles  and  attendants  were  in  an  instant,  as  if  by  magic,  in  theii 
usual  places.  The  monarch  now  perceived  that  only  one  opinion  prevailed 
on  his  past  conduct.  He  repeated  therefore  to  I  is  nobles  all  he  had  said 
to  the  Chief  Pontiff,  and  his  future  re^n  was  unstained  by  cruelty  o* 
oppression.**    Malcolm's  Persia,  i.  79.  — M. 
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peaca.  His  ambassadors  entered  the  camp  about  sunset,  at  the 
itme  when  the  troops  were  satisfying  their  hunger  with  a  fru- 
|i:al  repast.  The  Persians  expressed  their  desire  of  being  in- 
troduced to  the  presence  of  the  Roman  emperor.  They  were 
it  length  conducted  to  a  soldier,  who  was  seated  on  the  grass. 
A  piece  of  stale  bacon  and  a  few  hard  peas  composed  his  sup- 
;)er.  A  coarse  woollen  garment  of  purple  was  the  only  cir- 
cumstance  that  announced  his  dignity.  The  conference  was 
conducted  with  the  same  disregard  of  courtly  elegance.  Carus, 
taking  off  a  cap  which  he  wore  to  conceal  his  baldness,  assured 
the  ambassadors,  that,  unless  their  inaster  acknowledged  the 
superiority  of  Rome,  he  would  speedily  render  Persia  as 
naked  of  trees  as  his  own  head  was  destitute  of  hair.'*  Not 
withstanding  some  traces  of  art  and  preparation,  we  may  dis- 
cover in  this  scene  the  manners  of  Carus,  and  the  severe  sim- 
plicity which  the  martial  princes,  who  succeeded  GallienuS; 
had  already  restored  in  the  Roman  camps.  The  ministers  of 
ihe  Great  King  trembled  and  retired. 

The  threats  of  Carus  were  not  without  effect.  He  ravaged 
Mesopotamia,  cut  in  pieces  whatever  opposed  his  passage, 
made  himself  master  of  the  great  cities  of  Seleucia  and 
Ctesiphon,  (which  seemed  to  have  surrendered  without  resist 
ance,)  and  carried  his  victorious  arms  beyond  the  Tigris.'^ 
He  had  seized  the  fa  voidable  moment  for  an  invasion.  The 
Persian  councils  were  distracted  by  domestic  factions,  and  the 
greatci-  part  of  their  forces  were  detained  on  the  frontiers  of 
Ind^**.  Rome  and  the  East  received  with  transport  the  newg 
of  ^uch  important  advantages.  Flattery  and  hope  painted,  in 
the  most  lively  colors,  the  fall  of  Persia,  the  conquest  of 
Arabia,  the  submission  of  Egypt,  and  a  lasting  deliverance 
from  the  inroads  of  the  Scythian  nations.^^     But  the  reign  of 

"'^  Synesius  tells  this  story  of  Carinus ;  and  it  is  much  more  natiu*al 
to  understand  it  of  Carus,  than  (as  Petavius  and  Tillemont  choose  to 
do)  of  Probus. 

'^*  Vopiscus  in  Hist  August,  p.  260.  Eutropius,  iz.  18.  The  two 
Victors. 

'^  To  the  Persian  victory  of  Carus  I  refer  the  dialogue  of  tlie 
Philopatris,  which  has  so  long  been  an  object  of  dispute  among  the 
.earned.  But  to  explain  and  justify  my  opinion,  would  require  a  dit- 
lertation.* 


*  Niebuhr,  in  the  new  edition  of  the  Byzantine  Historians,  (vol.  xi.,)  hau 
!dlj  assigned  the  Philopatris  to  the  tenth  century,  and  to  the  reign  of 
N'cephorus   Phocas.     An  opinion  so  decisively  pronounced   by  Niebnhi 

o 
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Icarus  wds  d»istinecl  to  expose  the  vanity  of  predictious.  They 
were  scarcely  uttered  before  they  were  contradicted  by  hie 
death  ;  an  event  attended  with  such  ambiguous  circumstances 
that  it  may  be  related  in  a  letter  from  his  own  secretary  to  the 
prsefect  of  the  city.  "  Carus,"  says  he,  "  our  dearest  empe- 
ror, was  confined  by  sickness  to  his  bed,  when  a  furious  tem- 
pest arose  in  the  camp.  The  darkness  which  overspread  the 
^ky  was  so  thick,  that  we  could  no  longer  distinguish  each 
jther  ;  and  the  incessant  flashes  of  lightning  took  from  us  the 
knowledge  of  all  that  passed  in  the  general  confusion.  Imme- 
Jiately  after  the  most  tiolent  clap  of  thunder,  we  heard  a 
sudden  cry  that  the  emperor  was  dead  ;  and  it  soon  appeared, 
that  his  chamberlains,  in  a  rage  of  grief,  had  set  fire  to  the 
foyal  pavilion ;  a  circumstance  which  gave  rise  to  the  report 
±iat  Cams  was  killed  by  lightning.  But,  as  far  as  we  have 
6een  able. to  investigate  the  truth,  his  death  was  the  natural 
effect  of  his  disorder,"  '^ 

The  vacancy  of  the  throne  was  not  productive  of  any  dis- 
turbance. The  ambition  of  the  aspiring  generals  was  checked 
:)y  their  natural  fears,  and  young  Numerian,  with  his  absent 
brother  Carinus,  were  unanimously  acknowledged  as  Roman 
smperors.  The  public  expected  that  the  successor  of  Cams 
would  pursue  his  father's  footsteps,  and,  without  allowing  the 
Persians  to  recover  from  their  consternation,  would  advance 
aword  in  hand  to  the  palaces  of  Susa  and  Ecbatana.'^'^  But 
the  legions,  however  strong  in  numbers  and  discipline,  were 

7^  Hist.  August,  p.  250.  Yet  Eutropius,  Festus,  Rufus,  the  two 
Victors,  Jerome,  Sidonius  Apollinans,  Syncellus,  and  Zoaaras,  all 
ascribe  the  death  of  Carus  to  lightning. 

''  See  Nemesian.  Cynegeticon,  v.  71,  &c. 


and  favorably  received  by  Hase,  the  learned  editor  of  Leo  Diaconns,  com 
mands  respectful  consideration.  But  the  whole  tone  of  the  work  appeari 
to  me  altogether  inconsistent  with  any  period  in  which  philosophy  diu  nol 
stfcnd,  as  it  were,  on  some  ground  or  equality  with  Christianity.  Th€ 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  sarcastically  introduced  rather  as  the  strange 
doctrine  of  a  new  religion,  than  the  established  tenet  of  a  faith  universally 
prevalent.  The  argument,  adopted  from  Solanus,  concerning  the  formula 
af  the  processioa  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  utterly  worthless,  as  it  is  a  mere 
quotation  in  the  words  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  xv.  26.  The  only  argu- 
inont  of  anv  value  is  the  historic  one,  from  the  allusion  to  the  recent 
violation  of  many  virgins  in  the  Island  of  Crete.  But  neither  is  the  lan- 
guage of  Niebuhr  quite  accurate,  nor  his  reference  to  the  Acroases  of 
Theodosius  satisfactory.  When,  then,  could  this  occurrence  take  place! 
»Vhy  not  in  the  devastation  of  the  island  by  the  Gothic  pirates,  durirv 
he  reign  of  Claudius.  Hist.  Aug.  in  Claud,  p  814  edit  Vai.  Lugd.  Bt 
1061.  —  M. 
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disi.tayed  by  the  most  abject  superstition.  No\ withstanding 
all  the  arts  that  were  practised  to  disguise  the  manner  of  the 
late  emperor's  death,  it  was  found  impossible  to  remove  the 
opinion  of  the  multitude,  and  the  power  of  opinion  is  irresisti- 
ble. Places  or  persons  struck  with  lightning  were  considered 
by  the  ancients  with  pious  horror,  as  singularly  devoted  to  the 
wrath  of  Heaven  J®  An  oracle  was  remembered,  which 
marked  the  River  Tigris  as  the  fatal  boundary  of  the  Roman 
arms.  The  troops,  terrified  with  the  fate  of  Cams  and  with 
their  own  aanger,  called  aloud  on  young  Numerian  to  obey 
the  will  of  the  gods,  and  to  lead  them  away  from  this  inaus- 
picious scene  of  war.  The  feeble  emperor  was  unable  to 
subdue  their  obstinate  prejudice,  and  the  Persians  wondered 
at  the  unexpected  retreat  of  a  victorious  enemy ."''^ 

The  intelligence  of  the  mysterious  fate  of  the  late  emperor 
was  soon  carried  from  the  frontiers  of  Persia  to  Rome  ;  and 
the  senate,  as  well  as  the  provinces,  congratulated  the  acces- 
sion of  the  sons  of  Carus.  These  fortunate  youths  were 
strangers,  however,  to  that  conscious  superiority,  either  of  birth 
or  of  merit,  which  can  alone  render  the  possession  of  a  throne 
easy,  and  as  it  were  natural.  Bom  and  educated  in  a  private 
station,  the  election  of  their  father  raised  them  at  once  to  the 
rank  of  princes ;  and  his  death,  which  happened  about  six- 
teen months  afterwards,  left  them  the  unexpected  legacy  of  a 
vast  empire.  To  sustain  with  temper  this  rapid  elevation,  an 
uncommon  share  of  virtue  and  prudence  was  requisite  ;  and 
Carinus,  the  elder  of  the  brothers,  was  more  than  commonly 
deficient  in  those  qualities.  In  the  Grallic  war  he  discovered 
some  degree  of  personal  courage ;  ®®  but  from  the  moment  of 
his  arrival  at  Rome,  he  abandoned  himself  to  the  luxury  of  the 
capital,  and  to  the  abuse  of  his  fortune.  He  was  soft,  yet 
cruel ;  devoted  to  pleasure,  but  destitute  of  taste ;  and  though 
exquisitely  susceptible  of  vanity,  indifferent  to  the  public 
esteem.  In  the  course  of  a  few  months,  he  successively  married 
and  divorced  nine  wives,  most  of  whom  he  left  pregnant ;  and 
notwithstanding  this  legal  inconstancy,  found  time  to  indulge 

^  See  Festus  and  his  commentators  on  the  word  Seribonianum 
Places  struck  by  lightning  were  sturounded  with  a  wall ;  tMn^M  were 
buried  with  mysterious  ceremony. 

'•  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  260.  Aurelius  Victor  ^eeins  U 
believe  tlie  prediction,  and  to  approve  the  retreat. 

••  Neinesian  Cynogeticon,  v.  69.  He  wis  a  contempor%ry,  but  a 
poet. 
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such  a  variety  of*  irregular  appetites,  as  brought  dislMmoi  on 
himself  and  on  the  noblest  houses  of  Rome.  He  beheld  with 
inveterate  hatred  all  those  who  might  remember  his  former 
obscurity,  or  censure  his  present  conduct.  He  banished,  or 
put  to  death,  the  friends  and  counsellors  whom  his  father  had 
plared  about  him,  to  guide  his  inexperienced  youth ;  and  he 
persecutec  with  -the  meanest  revenge  his  school-fellows  and 
companions,  who  had  not  sufficiently  respected  the  latent 
majesty  of  the  emperor.  With  the  senators,  Carinus  affected 
a  lofty  and  regal  demeanor,  frequendy  declaring,  that  he 
designed  to  distribute  their  estates  among  the  populace  of 
Rome.  From  the  dregs  of  that  populace  he  selected  his 
favorites,  and  even  his  ministers.  The  palace,  and  even  the 
Imperial  table,  were  filled  with  singers,  dancers,  prostitutes, 
and  all  the  various  retinne  of  vice  and  folly.  One  of  his  door- 
keepers 81  he  intrusted  with  the  government  of  the  city.  In 
the  room  of  the  Praetorian  praefect,  whom  he  put  to  death, 
Carinus  substituted  one  of  the  ministers  of  his  looser  pleasures. 
Another,  who  possessed  the  same,  or  even  a  more  infamous, 
title  to  favor,  was  invested  with  the  consulship.  A  confidential 
secretary,  who  had  acquired  uncommon  skill  in  the  art  of  for 
gery,  delivered  the  indolent  emperor,  with  his  own  consent 
from  the  irksome  duty  of  signing  his  name. 

When  the  emperor  Carus  undertook  the  Persian  war,  he 
was  induced,  by 'motives  of  affection  as  well  as  policy,  to 
secure  the  fortunes  of  his  family,  by  leaving  in  the  hands  of 
his  eldest  son  the  armies  and  provinces  of  the  West  The 
intelligence  which  he  soon  received  of  the  conduct  of  Cari- 
nus filled  him  with  shame  and  regret ;  nor  had  he  concealed 
his  resolution  of  satisfying  the  republic  by  a  severe  act  of  jus- 
tice, and  of  adopting,  in  the  place  of  an  unworthy  son,  the 
brave  and  virtuous  Constantius,  who  at  that  time  was  gov- 
ernor of  Dalmatia.  But  the  elevation  of  Constantius  was  for 
a  while  deferred ;  and  as  soon  as  the  father ^s  death  had 
released  Carinus  from  the  control  of  fear  or  decency,  he  dis- 
played to  the  Romans  the  extravagancies  of  Elagabalus, 
aggravated  by  he  cruelty  of  Domitian.®^ 


*^  Cancellaritu.  This  word,  so  liumbliB  in  its  origin,  has,  by  a  sin- 
^a  fortune,  risen  into  the  title  of  the  first  great  office  of  state  iz 
tho  monarchies  of  Euroi)e.  See  Casaubon  and  Salmasius,  ad  Hist 
A.  ;^ust.  p.  253. 

••  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August.  j>.  2.53,  254.     EutropivjK,  ix    19.     VlP 
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The  only  ixieiit  of  the  administration  of  Cnrinus  that  histor]! 
^uld  record,  or  poetry  celebrate,  was  the  uncommon  spien- 
dor  with  which,  in  his  own  and  his  brother's  name,  he  exhib> 
ited  the  Roman  games  of  the  theatre,  the  circus,  and  the 
amphitheatre.  More  than  twenty  years  afterwards,  when  the 
courtiers  of  Diocletian  represented  to  their  frugal  sovereigD 
the  fame  and  popularity  of  his  munificent  predecessor,  h» 
acknowledged  that  the  reign  of  Carinus  had  indeed  been  a 
reign  of  pleasure.^  But  this  vain  prodigality,  which  the  pru- 
dence of  Diocletian  might  justly  despise,  was  enjoyed  with 
surprise  and  transport  by  the  Roman  people.  The  oldest  of 
the  citizens,  recollecting  the  spectacles  of  former  days,  the 
triumphal  pomp  of  Probus  or  Aurelian,  and  the  secular  games 
of  the  emperor  Philip,  acknowledged  that  they  were  all  sur 
passed  by  the  superior  magnificence  of  Carinus.^ 

The  spectacles  of  Carinus  may  therefore  be  best  illustratea 
by  the  observation  of  some  particulars,  which  history  has  con- 
descended to  relate  concerning  those  of  his  predecessors.  If 
we  confine  ourselves  solely  to  the  hunting  of  wild  beasts,  how- 
ever we  may  censure  the  vanity  of  the  design  or  the  cruelty 
of  the  execution,  we  are  obliged  to  confess  that  neither  before 
nor  since  the  time  of  the  Romans  so  much  art  and  expense 
have  ever  been  lavished  for  the  amusement  of  the  people.®^ 
By  the  order  of  Probus,  a  great  quantity  of  large  trees,  torn 
up  by  the  roots,  were  transplanted  into  the  midst  of  the  circus 
The  spacious  and  shady  forest  was  immediately  filled  with  a 
thousand  ostriches,  a  thousand  stags .  a  thousand  fallow  deer, 
«ind  a  thousand  wild  boars  ;  and  all  his  variety  of  game  was 
abandoned  to  the  riotous  impetuosity  of  the  multitude.  The 
tragedy  of  the  succeeding  day  consis\ed  in  the  massacre  of 
a  hundred  lions,  an  equal  number  of  lionesses,  two  hundred 
leopards,  and  three  hundred  bears.^     T4e  collection  prepared 


tor  Junior.  The  reign  of  Diocletian  indeed  was  so  lor.i?  and  prosper- 
Dus,  that  it  must  have  been  very  unfayorable  to  ti.t  rc^mtation  of 
Caiinua. 

^  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  264.  He  calls  him  Cams,  but  *  Ls 
>£ase  is  sufficiently  obvious,  and  the  words  were  often  confounded. 

**  See  Calphuniius,  Eclog.  viL  43.  We  may  observe,  that  the 
4pectacle8  of  Probus  were  stU.  recent,  and  that  the  poet  is  secondoii 
by  the  historian. 

^  The  philosopher  Montaigne  (Essais,  1.  iiL  6)  ^vcs  a  very  just 
«nd  lively  Tiew  of  Roman  magnificence  in  these  spectacles- 

*  VopittCUH  in  Hi«l.  August,  p  24« 
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by  the  younger  Gordian  for  his  triumph,  and  which  his  soo 
cessor  exhibited  in  the  secular  games,  was  less  lenmrkafble  b]p 
the  number  than  bj  the  singularity  of  the  animals.  Twenty 
zebras  displayed  their  elegant  forms  and  variegated  beauty  to 
the  eyes  of  the  Roman  people.^^  Ten  elks,  and  as  many 
eamelopards,  the  loftiest  and  most  harmless  creatures  that 
wander  over  the  plains  of  Sarmatia  and  Ethiopia,  were  con- 
trasted with  thirty  African  hysenas  and  ten  Indian  tigers,  the 
most  implacable  savages  of  the  torrid  zone.  The  unoffending 
strength  with  which  Nature  has  endowed  the  greater  quadru- 
peds, was  admired  in  the  rhinoceros,  the  hippopotamus  of  the 
Nile,'*  and  a  majestic  troop  of  thirty-two  elephants.**  While 
the  populace  gazed  with  stupid  wonder  on  the  splendid  show, 
the  naturalist  might  indeed  observe  the  figure  and  properties 
of  so  many  different  species,  transported  from  every  part  of 
the  ancient  world  into  the  amphitheatre  of  Rome.  But  this 
accidental  benefit,  which  science  might  derive  from  f<^ly,  is 
surely  insufficient  to  justify  such  a  wanton  abuse  of  the  puUic 
riches.  There  occurs,  however,  a  single  instance  in  the  first 
Punic  war,  in  which  the  senate  wisely  connected  this  amuse- 
ment of  the  multitude  with  the  interest  of  the  state.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  elephants,  taken  in  the  defeat  of  the  Car- 
thaginian army,  were  driven  through  the  circus  by  a  few 
slaves,  armed  only  with  blunt  javelins.^^  The  useful  spectacle 
served  to  impress  the  Roman  soldier  with  a  just  contempt  for 
those  unwieldy  animals  ;  and  he  no  longer  dreaded  to  encoun- 
ter them  in  the  ranks  of  war. 

The  hunting  or  exhibition  of  wild  beasts  was  conducted  with 
a  magnificence  suitable  to  a  people  who  styled  themselves  the 
masters  of  the  world ;  nor  was  the  edifice  appropriated  to  that 
tintertainment  less  expressive  of  Roman  greatness.     Posterity 


^  They  are  called  Onagri;  but  the  number  is  too  inconsiderable  fof 
mere  wild  asses.  Cuper  (de  Elephantls  Exercitat.  ii.  7)  has  proved 
from  Oppian,  Dion,  and  an  anonymous  Greek,  that  zebras  have  been 
seen  at  Rome.  They  were  brought  from  some  island  of  the  ocean, 
perhaps  Madagascar. 

^^  Carinus  gave  a  liippopotamus,  (see  Calphurn.  Eclog.  vi.  ft6.)  Ir 
the  latter  spectacles,  I  do  not  recollect  any  crocodiles,  of  which  Augus 
tus  once  exhibited  thirty-six.     Dion  Cassius,  1.  Iv  p.  781. 

**^  Capitolin.  in  Hist.  August,  p.  164,  165.  We  are  not  acqnainteii 
with  the  animals  which  he  calls  archeleontes ;  some  read  irg<^€Of\tcti 
•thers  agrioleontes :  both  corrections  are  very  nugatory. 

^  Plin.  H?«t.  Natur.  viii.  6,  from  the  annals  of  Pi  so 
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admires,  and  will  long  admire,  the  uwful  remains  of  the 
amphitheatre  of  Tit  js,  which  so  well  deserved  the  epithet  of 
Colossal.^^  It  was  a  build.ng  of  an  elliptic  figure,  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  feet  in  length,  and  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  in  breadth,  founded  on  fourscore  arches,  and  rising,  with 
four  successive  orders  of  architecture,  to  the  height  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet.^^  The  outside  of  the  edifice  was 
encrusted  with  marble,  and  decorated  with  statues.  The 
slopes  of  the  vast  concave,  which  formed  the  inside,  were  filled 
and  surrounded  with  sixty  or  eighty  rows  of  seats  of  marble 
likewise,  covered  with,  cushions,  and  capable  of  receiving  with 
ease  about  fourscore  thousand  spectators.^3  Sixty-four  vomi' 
tories  (for  by  that  name  the  doors  were  very  aptly  distin- 
guished) poured  forth  the  immense  multitude  ;  and  the 
entrances,  passages,  and  staircases  were  contrived  with  such 
exquisite  skill,  that  each  person,  whether  of  the  senatorial,  the 
equestrian,  or  the  plebeian  order,  arrived  at  his  destined  place 
without  trouble  or  confusion.^  Nothing  was  omitted,  which, 
in  any  respect,  could  be  subservient  to  the  convenience  and 
pleasure  of  the  spectators.  They  were  protected  from  the  sun 
and  rain  by  an  ample  canopy,  occasionally  drawn  over  their 
heads.  The  air  was  continually  refreshed  by  the  playing  of 
fountains,  and  profusely  impregnated  by  the  grateful  scent  of 
aromatics.  In  the  centre  of  the  edifice,  the  arena^  or  stage 
was  strewed  with  the  finest  sand,  and  successively  assumed  the 
most  different  forms.  At  one  moment  it  seemed  to  rise  out 
pf  the  earth,  like  the  garden  of  the  Hesperides,  and  was 
afterwards  broken  into  the  rocks  and  caverns  of  Thrace.  The 
subterraneous  pipes  conveyed  an  inexhaustible  supply  of 
water ;  and  what  had  just  before  appeared  a  level  plain,  might 
be  suddenly  converted  into  a  wide  lake,  covered  with  armed 

*^  See  Maffei.  Verona  Illiistrata,  p.  iv.  1.  i.  c.  2. 

^^  Maffei,  L  ii.  c.  2.  The  height  was  very  much  exaggerated  by 
oie  ancients.  It  reached  almost  to  the  heavens,  according  to  Cal- 
phumins,  (Eclog.  vii.  23,)  and  surpassed  the  ken  of  human  sight 
according  to  Ammianus  Marcellinus  (xvi.  10.)  Yet  how  trifling  to 
the  great  pyramid  of  Egypt,  which  rises  600  feet  perpendicular ! 

•*  According  to  different  copies  of  Victor,  we  read  77,000,  at 
S7,000  spectators ;  but  Maflei  A.  ii  c.  12)  finds  room  on  the  open 
•eats  for  no  more  than  34,000.  The  remainder  were  contained  in  th« 
upper  covered  galleries. 

'*  See  Maffei,  L  ii.  c.  5 — 12.  He  reats  the  very  difficult  subject 
« ith  all  possible  clearness,  and  liki  an  architect,  as  well  as  an  anti- 
quarian. 
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vessels,  an«J  replenished  with  the  monsters  ol'  the  deep.'*  In 
the  decoration  of  these  scenes,  the  Roman  emperors  displayed 
their  wealth  and  liberality ;  and  we  read  on  various  occasion? 
that  the  whole  furniture  of  the  amphitheatre  consisted  eithei 
of  silver,  or  of  gold,  or  of  amber.**  The  poet  who  describes 
the  games  of  Carinus,  in  the  character  of  a  shepherd,  attracted 
to  the  capital  by  the  fame  of  their  magnificence,  affirms  tha^ 
the  nets  designed  as  a  defence  against  the  wild  beasts,  wen 
of  gold  wire ;  that  the  porticos  were  gilded ;  and  that  the  bdi 
or  circle  which  divided  the  several  ranks  of  spectators  froni 
each  other  was  studded  with  a  precious  mosaic  of  beautiful 
stones.*^ 

In  the  midst  of  this  glittering  pageantry,  the  emperor  Carinus, 
secure  of  his  fortune,  enjoyed  tlie  acclamations  of  the  people, 
the  flattery  of  his  courtiers,  and  the  songs  of  the  poets,  who, 
for  want  of  a  more  essential  merit,  were  reduced  to  celebrate 
the  divine  graces  of  his  person.**  In  the  same  hour,  but  at 
the  distance  of  nine  hundred  miles  from  Rome,  his  brother 
expired  ;  and  a  sudden  revolution  transferred  into  the  hands  of 
a  stranger  the  sceptre  of  the  house  of  Cams.** 

The  sons  of  Carus  never  saw  each  other  after  their  father'a 
death.  The  arrangements  which  their  new  situation  required 
were  probably  deferred  till  the  return  of  the  younger  brother 
to  Rome,  where  a  triumph  was  decreed  to  the  young  emperors 
for  tJhe  glorious  success  of  the  Persian  war.*^*  It  is  uncertain 
whether  they  intended  to  divide  between  them  the  adminis- 
tration, or  the  provinces,  of  the  empire ;  but  it  is  very  unlikely 
that   their  union   would   have  proved  of  any  long  duration 


*  Calphurn.  Eclog.  vii.  64,  73.  These  lines  are  curious,  and  the 
/rliole  eclogue  has  been  of  infinite  use  to  Mattel.  Calphurnius,  as  well 
v»  Martial,  (see  his  first  book,)  was  a  poet;  but  when  they  described 
the  amphitlieatre,  they  both  wrote  from  their  own  senses,  and  to  those 
rif  the  Romans. 

**  Consult  Plin.  Hist.  Natur.  xxxiii.  16,  xxxvii.  11. 

^  Balteus  en  gemmis,  en  inlita  portions  auro 

Certatim  radiant,  &c.     Calphurn.  vii. 

*^  Et  Martis  vultus  et  ApoUinis  esse  putavi,  says  Calphumius ;  but 
John  Malala,  who  had  perhaps  seen  pictures  of  Carinus,  describes  him 
ts  thick,  short,  and  white,  torn.  i.  p.  403. 

^  With  regard  to  the  time  when  these  Roman  games  were  celebrated, 
Scallger,  Salmasius,  %nd  Cuper  have  given  themselves  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  perplex  a  'ery  clear  subject. 

1^'^  Nemesianus  (in  the  Cynegeticon^  spcmis  to  anticipate  in  his  f»n  » 
that  ausnicious  day. 
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Hie  jealousy  of  power  must  have  been  inflamed  by  the  oppo- 
sition  of  cbaractenB.  In  the  most  corrupt  of  times,  Carinus 
was  unworthy  to  live:  Numerian  desprved  to  reign  in  a 
happier  period.  His  affable  manners  and  gentle  virtues 
secured  him,  as  soon  as  they  became  known,  £e  regard  and 
tfTections  of  the  public.  He  possessed  the  elegant  accom- 
plishments of  a  poet  and  orator,  which  dignify  as  well  aa 
adorn  the  humblest  and  the  most  exalted  station.  His  elo- 
quence, however  it  was  applauded  by  the  senate,  was  formed 
not  so  much  on  the  model  of  Cicero,  as  on  that  of  the  modern 
declaimers ;  but  in  an  age  very  far  from  being  destitute  of 
poetical  merit,  he  contended  for  the  prize  with  the  most  cele- 
brated of  his  contemporaries,  and  still  remained  the  friend  of 
his  rivals ;  a  circumstance  which  evinces  either  the  goodness 
of  his  heart,  or  the  superiority  of  his  genius.*®*  But  the 
talents  of  Numerian  were  rather  of  the  contemplative  than 
of  the  active  kind.  When  his  father's  elevation  reluctantly 
forced  him  from  the  shade  of  retirement,  neither  his  temper 
nor  his  pursuits  had  qualified  him  for  the  command  of  armies. 
His  constitution  was  destroyed  by  the  hardships  of  the  Persian 
war ;  and  he  had  contracted,  from  the  heat  of  the  climate,*®® 
such  a  weakness  in  his  eyes,  as  obliged  him,  in  the  course  of 
a  long  retreat,  to  confine  himself  to  the  solitude  and  darkness 
of  a  tent  or  litter.  The  administration  of  all  affairs,  civil  as 
well  as  military,  was  devolved  on  Arrius  Aper,  the  PrsBtorian 
preefect,  who  to  the  power  of  his  important  office  added  the 
honor  of  being  father-in-law  to  Numerian.  The  Imperial 
pavilion  was  strictly  guarded  by  his  most  trusty  adherents; 
and  during  many  days,  Aper  delivered  to  the  army  the  sup- 
posed mandates  of  their  invisible  sovereign. ^^^ 

It  was  not  till  eight  months  afler  the  death  of  Carus,  that 
the  Roman  army,  returning  by  slow  marches  from  the  bankfr 
of  the  Tigris,  arrived  on  those  of  the  Thracian  Bosphorus. 
The  legions  halted  at  Chalcedon  in  Asia,  while  the  court 
passed  over  to  Heraclea,  on  the  European  side  of  the  Pro- 

'°*  He  won  aU  the  crowns  from  Nemesianus,  with  whom  he  vied 
.n  didactic  poetry.    The  senate  erected  a  statue  to  the  son  of  ('arus, 
with  a  very  ambiguous  inscription,  "  To  the  most  powerful  of  orators.' 
8ee  Vopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  251. 

*'^  A  more  natural  cause,  at  least,  than  that  assigned  by  Vopiscus, 
Hist-  August,  p.  251,)  incessantly  weeping  for  his  father's  doath. 

•*  In  the  Persian  war,  Aper  was  suspected  oi'  a  design  to  b^trai 
Cams.     Hist.  August,  p.  250. 
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pontis  1^  But  a  report  soon  circulated  through  the  cainp,  %\ 
first  in  secret  whispers,  and  at  length  in  loud  clamors,  of  the 
imperor^s  death,  and  of  the  presumption  of  his  ambitious 
minister,  who  still  cKercised  the  sovereign  power  in  the  name 
of  a  prince  who  was  no  more.  The  impatience  of  the  soldiers 
could  not  long  support  a  state  of  suspense.  With  rude  curi- 
oeity  they  broke  into  the  Imperial  tent,  and  discovered  only 
the  corpse  of  Numerian.^^^  xhe  gradual  decline  of  his 
health  might  have  induced  them  to  believe  that  his  death  was 
natural ;  but  the  concealment  was  interpreted  as  an  evidence 
of  guilt,  and  the  measures  which  A  per  had  taken  to  secure 
his  election  became  the  immediate  occasion  of  his  ruin. 
Yet,  even  in  the  transport  of  their  rage  and  grief,  the  troops 
observed  a  regular  proceeding,  which  proves  how  firmly  disci- 
pline had  been  reestablished  by  the  martial  successors  of 
Grallienus.  A  general  assembly  of  the  army  was  appointed  to 
be  held  at  Chalcedon,  whither  Aper  was  transported  in  chains, 
as  a  prisoner  and  a  criminal.  A  vacant  tribunal  was  erected 
m  the  midst  of  the  camp,  and  the  generals  and  tribunes  formed 
A  great  military  council.  They  soon  announced  to  the  multi- 
tude that  their  choice  had  fallen  on  Diocletian,  commander  of 
the  domestics  or  body-guards,  as  the  person  the  most  capable 
of  revenging  and  succeeding  their  beloved  emperor.  The 
future  fortunes  of  the  candidate  depended  on  the  chance  or 
conduct  of  the  present  hour.  Conscious  that  the  station  which 
he  had  filled  exposed  him  to  some  suspicions,  Diocletian 
ascended  the  tribunal,  and  raising  his  eyes  towards  the  Sun, 
made  a  solemn  profession  of  his  own  innocence,  in  the 
f)resence  of  that  all-seeing  Deity.^^^  Then,  assuming  the 
tone  of  a  sovereign  and  a  judge,  he  commanded  that  Aper 
should  be  brought  in  chains  to  the  foot  of  the  tribunal.  "  This 
man,"  said  he,  "  is  the  murderer  of  Numerian ; "  and  without 
giving  him  time  to  enter  on  a  dangerous  justification,  drew  hia 
sword,  and  buried  it  in  the  breast  of  the  unfortunate  prsefect 
A  charge  supported  by  such  decisive   proof  was  admitted 

>^<  We  are  obliged  to  the  Alexandrian  Chronicle,  p.  274,  for  the 
iuiowledge  of  the  time  and  place  where  Diocletian  was  elected 
emperor. 

"*  Hist.  Augnst.  p.  261.  Eutrop.  iz.  88.  Hieronym.  in  Chron. 
According  to  these  jtuUcww  writers,  the  death  of  Numerian  was  dis- 
covered by  the  stench  of  hia  dead  body.  Could  no  aromatics  be  f«and 
in  the  Imperial  household  r 

'••  AutpI  Victor.     Kutropiu*,  ix.  20.     Hieronvm.  m  Chron 
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f/ithout  contradiction,  and  the  legions,  with  repeated  acclama- 
tions, acknowledged  the  Justice  and  authority  of  the  emperoj 
Diocletian.^^ 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  memorable  reign  of  that  prince, 
it  will  be  proper  to  punkh  and  dismiss  the  unworthy  brothei 
of  Numerian.  Carinus  possessed  arms  and  treasures  sufficient 
to  support  his  legal  title  to  the  empire.  But  his  personal  vices 
overbedanced  every  advantage  of  birth  and  situation.  The 
most  faithful  servants  of  the  fattier  despised  the  incapacity, 
and  dreaded  the  cruel  arrogance,  of  the  son.  The  hearts  of 
the  people  were  engaged  in  favor  of  his  rival,  and  even  the 
senate  was  inclined  to  prefer  a  usurper  to  a  tyrant.  The  arts 
of  Diocletian  inflamed  the  general  discontent ;  and  the  winter 
was  employed  in  secret  intrigues,  and  open  preparations  for  a 
civil  war.  In  the  spring,  the  forces  of  the  East  and  of  the 
West  encountered  each  other  in  the  plains  of  Margus,  a  small 
city  of  MsBsia,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Danube.^^  The 
troops  so  lately  returned  from  the  Persian  war,  had  acquired 
their  glory  at  the  expense  of  health  and  numbers  ;  nor  were 
they  in  a  condition  to  contend  with  the  unexhausted  strength 
of  the  legions  of  Europe.  Their  ranks  were  broken,  and,  for 
a  moment,  Diocletian  despaired  of  the  purple  and  of  life. 
But  the  advantage  which  Carinus  had  obtained  by  the  valor 
of  his  soldiers,  he  quickly  lost  by  the  infidelity  of  his  officers. 
A  tribune,  whose  wife  he  had  seduced,  seized  the  opportunity 
of  revenge,  and,  by  a  single  blow,  extinguished  civil  discord 
in  the  blood  of  the  adulterer.^ ^^ 


^^  Yopiscus  in  Hist.  August,  p.  252.  The  reason  why  Diocletian 
killed  Aper,  (a  wild  boar,)  was  founded  on  u  prophecy  and  a  pun,  ai 
foolisii  as  they  are  well  known. 

>os  EutropiuB  marks  its  situation  very  accurately  ;  it  was  between 
the  Mons  Aureus  and  Yiminiacum.  M.  d'Auville  (Gcographie  An- 
3lenne,  torn.  L  p.  304)  places  Margus  at  Kastolat/  *  in  Servia,  a  little 
below  Belgrade  and  Scmendria. 

^^  Hist.   August,  p.  254.      Eutropius,  ix.   20.     Aurelius    Victor 
7icCor  et  Epitomf^. 

•  KUlicsa.      Eton  Atlas.  -  N 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

THE   BSIGN    OF   DIOCLETIAN   AND   HIS   THREE   A880CUTE8,  JUX 

IMIAN,     GALERIUS,     AND     CONSTANTIUS.  GENERAL     REE&' 

TABLISHMENT  OF  ORDER  AND   TRANQUILLITY. THE  FBBSIA> 

WAR,   VICTORY,   AND    TRIUMPH. THE    NEW    FORM    OF    AD" 

MINISTRATION. ABDICATION  AND   RETIREMENT   OF   DIOCLE- 
TIAN  AND   MAXIMIAN. 

As  the  reign  of  Diocletian  was  more  illustrious  than  that 
of  any  of  his  predecessors,  so  was  his  birth  more  abject  and 
obscure.  The  strong  claims  of  merit  and  of  violence  hao 
frequently  superseded  the  ideal  prerogatives  of  nobility ;  but 
a  distinct  line  of  separation  was  hitherto  preserved  between 
the  free  and  the  servile  part  of  mankind.  The  parents  of 
Diocletian  had  been  slaves  in  the  house  of  Anulinus,  a 
Roman  senator;  nor  was  he  himself  distinguished  by  any 
other  name  than  that  which  he  derived  from  a  small  town  in 
Dalmatia,  from  whence  his  mother  deduced  her  origin.^  It  is, 
however,  probable  that  his  father  obtained  the  freedom  of  the 
family,  and  that  he  soon  acquired  an  office  of  scribe,  which 
was  commonly  exercised  by  persons  of  his  condition.*  Fa- 
vorable oracles,  or  rather  the  consciousness  of  superior  merit, 
prompted  his  aspiring  son  to  pursue  the  profession  of  arms  and 
the  hopes  of  fortune ;  and  it  would  be  extremely  curious  to 
observe  the  gradation  of  arts  and  accidents  which  enabled 
him  in  the  end  to  fulfil  those  oracles,  and  to  display  that  merit 
to  the  world.  Diocletian  was  successively  promoted  to  the 
government  of  Msesia,  the  honors  of  the  consulship,  and  the 
important  command  of  the  guards  of  the  palace.     He  diBtiD- 

*  Eutrop.  iz.  19.  Victor  in  Epitome.  The  town  seenui  to  havt 
been  properly  called  Doclia,  from  a  small  tribe  of  ILlyrians,  (see  Cel- 
larius,  Oeograph.  Antiqua,  torn.  i.  p.  893  ;)  and  the  originid  name  of 
the  fortunate  tdave  was  probably  Bocles ;  he  first  lengthened  it  to  tht 
Grecian  harmony  of  Diodes,  and  at  length  to  the  Eoman  muesty  of 
Diocletianus.  He  likewise  assumed  the  Patrician  name  of  ValeriiUi 
tnd  it  is  QsuaUy  given  him  by  Aurelius  Victor. 

2  See  Dacier  on  the  sixth  satire  cl  the  second  book  of  JToraor 
^%niel.  Npt»o»«.  in  Vit,  Eumen  c  I. 
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^uished  his  abilities  in  the  Persian  war ;  and  aftei  the  death 
of  Numerian,  the  slave,  by  the  confession  and  judgment  of  his 
rivals,  was  declared  the  most  worthy  of  the  Imperial  llirone. 
The  malice  of  religious  zeal,  whilst  it  arraigns  the  savagt 
^erceness  of  his  colleague  Maximian,  has  affected  to  cast  sus- 
picions on  the  personal  courage  of  the  emperor  Diocletian.^ 
It  would  not  be  easy  to  persuade  us  of  the  cowardice  of  o 
soldier  of  fortune,  who  acquired  and  preserved  the  esteem  of 
the  legions,  as  well  as  the  favor  of  so  many  warlike  princes. 
Yet  even  calumny  is  sagacious  enough  to  discover  and  tc 
attack  the  most  vulnerable  part.  The  valor  of  Diocletian 
was  never  found  inadequate  to  his  duty,  or  to  the  occasion ; 
but  he  appears  not  to  have  possessed  the  daring  and  generous 
spirit  of  a  hero,  who  courts  danger  and  fame,  disdains  artifice 
and  boldly  challenges  the  allegiance  of  his  equals.  His  abili- 
ties were  useful  rather  than  splendid ;  a  vigorous  mind,  im- 
oroved  by  the  experience  and  study  of  mankind ;  dexterity 
and  application  in  business  ;  a  judicious  mixture  of  liberali^ 
and  economy,  of  mildness  and  rigor ;  proft>und  dissimulation, 
under  the  disguise  of  military  frankness  ;  steadiness  to  pursue 
ais  ends ;  flexibility  to  vary  his  means ;  and,  above  all,  the 
great  art  of  submitting  his  own  passions,  as  well  as  those  of 
others,  to  the  interest  of  his  ambition,  and  of  coloring  his 
ambition  with  the  most  specious  pretences  of  justice  and  pub- 
lic utility.  Like  Augustus,  Diocletian  may  be  considered  as 
the  founder  of  a  new  empire.  Like  the  adopted  son  of 
Csesar,  he  was  distinguished  as  a  statesman  rather  than  as  a 
warrior ;  nor  did  either  of  those  princes  employ  force,  when 
ever  their  purpose  could  be  effected  by  policy. 

The  victory  of  Diocletian  was  remarkable  for  its  singulai 
mildness.  A  people  accustomed  to  applaud  the  clemency  of 
the  conqueror,  if  the  usual  punishments  of  death,  exile,  and 
confiscation,  were  inflicted  with  any  degree  of  temper  and 
equity,  beheld,  with  the  most  pleasing  astonishment,  a  civil 
war,  the  flames  of  which  were  extinguished  in  the  field  of 
battle.  Diocletian  received  into  his  confidence  Aristobulus, 
ihe  principal  minister  of  the  house  of  Carus,  respected  the 
iives,  the  fortunes,  and  the  dignity,  of  his  adversaries,  and 


'  Lactantius  (or  whoever  was  the  author  of  the  little  treatUe  Ih 
liortibtis  Pergecutorum)  accuses  Diocletian  of  timidity  in  two  pliices 
3.  7»  8.  In  chap.  9  he  sa^-^i  o^  him,  **  erat  in  omni  tumultn  metiiulo 
«UJ»  et  arimi  disiiwtnfi 
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even  continued  in  their  respective  stations  the  greatei  numoei 
of  the  servants  of  Carinus.'^     It  is  not  improbable  that  motives 
of  prudence  might  assist  the  humanity  of  the  artful  Dalma- 
ian  :    of  these  servants,  many  had  purchased  his  favor  by 
secret  treachery ;  in  others,  he  esteemed  their  grateful  fideU^ 
to  an  unfortunate  master.     The  discerning  judgment  of  Auie 
lian,  of  Probus,  and  of  Carus,  had  filled  the  several  depart 
ments  of  the  state  and  army  with  officers  of  approved  ment^ 
whose  removal  would  have  injured  the  public  service,  with- 
out promotmg  the  interest  of  the  successor.     Such  a  conduct, 
however,  displayed  to  the  Roman  world  the  fairest  prospect 
of  the  new  reign,  and  the  emperor  affected  to  confirm  this 
favorable  prepossession,  by  declaring,  that,  among  all  the  vir 
tues  of  his  predecessors,  he  was  the  most  ambitious  of  imi- 
tating the  humane  philosophy  of  Marcus  Antoninus.^ 

The  first  considerable  action  of  his  reign  seemed  to  evince 
his  sincerity  as  well  as  his  moderation.  After  the  example  of 
Marcus,  he  gave  himself  a  colleague  in  the  person  of  Maxim- 
"an,  on  whom  he  bestowed  at  first  the  title  of  Caesar,  and  after- 
wards that  of  Augustus.^  But  the  motives  of  his  conduct,  as 
well  as  the  object  of  his  choice,  were  of  a  very  different 
nature  from  those  of  his  admired  predecessor.  By  investing 
a  luxurious  youth  with  the  honors  of  the  purple,  Marcus  had 
discharged  a  debt  of  private  gratitude,  at  the  expense,  indeed, 
of  the  happiness  of  the  state.  By  associating  a  friend  and  a 
fellow-soldier  to  the  labors  of  government,  Diocletian,  in  a 
time  of  public  danger,  provided  for  the  defence  both  of  the 
East  and  of  the  West.  Maximian  was  born  a  peasant,  ieuid, 
like  Aurelian,  in  the  territory  of  Sirmium.    Ignorant  of  letters,' 

*  In  this  encomium,  Aurelius  Victor  seems  to  convey  a  just,  though 
li^direct,  censure  of  the  cruelty  of  Constantiiis.  It  appears  from  the 
Fasti,  that  Aristobulus  remained  prefect  of  the  city,  and  that  hi> 
ended  with  Diocletian  the  consulship  which  he  had  commenced  with 
Carinus. 

^  Aurelius  Victor  styles  Diocletian,  "  Parentem  potius  quam  Dom- 
jium."    See  Hist.  August,  p.  30. 

*  The  question  of  the  time  when  Maximian  received  the  L^onors  of 
Ottsar  and  Augustus  has  divided  modem  critics,  and  given  occasion 
to  a  great  deal  of  learned  wrangling.  I  have  followed  M.  de  Tille- 
meat,  (Hiitoire  dfs  Empereurs,  tom.  iv.  p.  600 — 505,)  who  has  weighed 
the  several  reasoi  s  and  difficulties  with  his  scrupulous  accuracy  * 

^  In  an  oration  delivered  before  him,  (Panegyr.  Vet.  ii.  8,)  Mamer 
tinus  expreises  a  doubt,  whether  his  hero,  in  imitating  the  conduct  o1 


*  Bokhtl  ooncuni  in  this  view,  viii.  p.  1^.  —  li 
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jareless  of  laws,  the  rusticity  of  his  appearance  and  manner* 
still  betrayed  in  the  most  elevated  fortune  the  meanness  of  his 
extraction.  War  wa«  the  only  art  which  he  professed.  In  a 
long  course  of  service,  he  had  distinguished  himself  on  every 
frontier  of  the  empire ;  and  though  his  military  talents  were 
formed  to  obey  rather  than  to  command,  though,  perhaps,  he 
never  attained  the  skill  of  a  consummate  general,  he  was  ca- 
pable, by  his  valor,  constancy,  and  experience,  of  executing 
the  most  arduoas  undertakings.  Nor  were  the  vices  of  Max- 
imian  less  useful  to  his  benefactor.  Insensible  to  pity,  and 
fearless  of  consequences,  he  was  the  ready  instrument  of 
every  act  of  cruelty  which  -the  policy  of  that  artful  prince 
might  at  once  suggest  and  disclaim.  As  soon  as  a  bloody 
^  sacrifice  had  been  offered  to  prudence  or  to  revenge,  Diocle- 
tian, by  his  seasonable  intercession,  saved  the  remaining  few 
whom  he  had  never  designed  to  punish,  gently  censured  the 
severity  of  his  stern  colleague,  and  enjoyed  the  comparison 
of  a  golden  and  an  iron  age,  which  was  universally  applied  to 
their  opposite  maxims  of  government.  Notwithstanding  the  dif- 
ference of  their  characters,  the  two  emperors  maintained,  on  the 
throne,  that  friendship  which  they  had  contracted  in  a  private 
station.  The  haughty,  turbulent  spirit  of  Maximian,  so  fatal, 
afterwards,  to  himself  and  to  the  public  peace,  was  accustomed 
to  respect  the  genius  of  Diocletian,  and,  confessed  the  ascend- 
ant of  reason  over  brutal  violence.®  From  a  motive  either  of 
pride  or  superstition,  the  two  emperors  assumed  the  titles,  the 
one  of  Jovius,  the  other  of  Herculius.  Whilst  the  motion  of 
the  world  (such  was  the  language  of  their  venal  orators)  was 
maintained  by  the  all-seeing  wisdom  of  Jupiter,  the  invincible 
arm  of  Hercules  purged  the  earth  from  monsters  and  tyrants.' 


Sannibal  and  Scipio,  had  ever  heard  of  their  names.  From  thence 
we  may  fairly  infer,  that  Maximian  was  more  desiroius  of  being 
considered  as  a  soldier  than  as  a  man  of  letters :  and  it  is  in  this 
manner  that  we  can  often  translate  the  language  of  flattery  into  th^* 
fl  truth. 

^  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  8.  Aurelius  Victor.  As,  among  the  Pane* 
eyries,  we  find  orations  pronoimced  in  praise  of  Maximian,  and  others 
frhich  flatter  his  adversaries  at  his  expense,  we  derive  some  knowledge 
Tom  the  contrast. 

*  See  the  second  and  third  Paneg^yrics,  particularly  iii.  3,  10,  14 ; 
but  it  would  be  tedious  *x>  copy  the  diffuse  and  affected  expression! 
jS  their  false  eloquence  With  regard  to  the  titles,  consult  AureL 
Victor,  Lactantius  de  M  P.  c.  52.  Spanheim  de  Usu  I^umisma^um 
ko.     BisAertat.  xii.  8 
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But  even  the  omnipotence  of  Jovius  and  Herculius  Kn> 
insufficient  to  sustain  the  weight  of  the  puhlic  administration. 
The  prudence  of  Diocletian  discovered  that  the  empire,  as- 
sailed on  every  side  by  the  barbarians,  required  on  every  sidf 
the  presence  of  a  great  army,  and  of  an  emperor.     Witii  thii 
view,  he  resolved  once  more  to  divide  his  unwieldy  power 
and  with  the  inferior  title  of  CcRsars*  to  confer  on  two  gen 
erals  of  approved  merit  an  equal  share  of  the  sovereign  au 
ihority.i®     Gralerius,  surnamed  Armentarius,  from  his  origina 
profession  of  a  herdsman,  and  Constantius,  who  from  his  pale 
complexion  had  acquired  the  denomination  of  Chlorus,^^  were 
the  two  persons  invested  with  the  second  honors  of  the  Impe- 
rial purple.     In  describing  the  country,  extraction,  and  man- 
ners of  Herculius,  we  have  already  delineated  those  of  Gale-* 
rius,  who  was  often,  and  not  improperly,  styled  the  younger 
Maximian,  though,  in  many  instances  both  of  virtue  and  abil- 
ity, he  appears  to  have  possessed  a  manifest  superiority  over 
the  elder.     The  birth  of  Constantius  was  less  obscure  than 
that  of  his  colleagues.     Eutropius,  nis  father,  was  one  of  the 
most  considerable  nobles  of  Dardania,  and  his  mother  was  the 
nie<^e   of  the  emperor  Claudius.*^     Although  the  youth  of 
Constantius  had  been  spent  in  arms,  he  was  endowed  with  a 
mild  and  amiable  disposition,  and  the  popular  voice  had  long 
since  acknowledged  him  worthy  of  the  rank  which  he  at  last 
attained.     To  strengthen  the  bonds  of  political,  by  those  of 
domestic,  union,  each  of  the  emperors  assumed  the  character 
of  a  father  to  one  of  the  Csesars,  Diocletian  to  Galerius,  and 
Maximian  to  Constantius  ;  and  each,  obliging  them  to  repudi- 
ate their  former  wives,  bestowed  his  daughter  in  marriage  on 
his  adopted  son.^^    These  four  princes  distributed  among  Siem- 

*•  Aurelius  Victor.  Victor  in  Epitome.  Eutrop.  ix.  22.  Lactant, 
le  M.  P.  c.  8.     Hieronym.  in  Chrcn. 

"  It  is  only  among  the  modem  Greeks  that  Tillemont  can  discoTcr 
his  appellation  of  Chlorus.  Any  remarkable  degree  of  paleness  seema 
.nconsistent  with  the  niixjr  mentioned  in  Panegyric,  v.  19. 

"  Julian,  the  grandson  of  Constantius,  boasts  that  his  tamily  waa 
rierived  from  the  warlike  MsBsians.  Misopogon,  p.  346.  The  Darda- 
nians  dwelt  on  the  edge  of  Maesia. 

^'  Galerius  married  Valeria,  the  daughter  of  Diocletian ;  if  wf 
q)eak  with  strictness,  Iheodora,  the  wife  of  Constantius,  was  dsugh- 
*«r  only  to  the  wife  of  Maximian.     Spanheim,  Bissertat.  xi.  2. 


*  On  the  relatiYe  power  of  the  A^usti  and  the  CtRnarfl,  consult  a  <■!■- 
«inrtation  at  the  end  of  Manso's  Lobpn  Constat  tius  d<"*  fJrosRen  —  M 
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selves  the  wide  extent  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  defence  of 
Graul,  Spain,^^  and  Britain,  was  intrusted  to  Constantjus .  Gale- 
rius  was  stationed  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  as  the  safeguard 
of  the  Illyrian  provinces.  Italy  and  Africa  were  considered 
as  the  department  of  Maximian ;  and  for  his  peculiar  portion 
Dioc-etian  reser\ed  Thrace,  Egypt,  and  the  rich  countries  of 
Asia.  Every  one  was  sovereign  within  his  own  jurisdiction  * 
but  their  united  authority  extended  over  the  whole  monarchy 
and  each  of  them  was  prepared  to  assist  his  colleagues  with 
his  counsels  or  presence.  The  Csesars,  in  their  exalted  rank . 
revered  the  majesty  of  the  emperors,  and  the  three  younger 
princes  invariably  acknowledged,  by  their  gratitude  and  obe 
dience,  the  common  parent  of  their  fortunes.  The  suspicious 
jealousy  of  power  found  not  any  place  among  them ;  and  the 
singular  happiness  of  their  union  has  been  compared  to  a 
chorus  of  music,  whose  harmony  was  regulated  and  main- 
tained by  the  skilful  hand  of  the  first  artist.  ^^ 

This  important  measure  was  not  carried  into  execution  till 
about  six  years  after  the  association  of  Maximian,  and  that 
intervai  of  time  had  not  been  destitute  of  memorable  incidents. 
But  we  have  preferred,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  first  to 
describe  the  more  perfect  form  of  Diocletian's  government, 
and  afterwards  to  relate  the  actions  of  his  reign,  following 
rather  the  natural  order  of  the  events,  than  the  dates  of  a  very 
doubtful  chronology. 

The  first  exploit  of  Maximian,  though  it  is  mentioned  in  a 
few  words  by  our  imperfect  writers,  deserves,  from  its  singu- 
larity, to  be  recorded  in  a  history  of  human  manners.  He 
suppressed  the  peasants  of  Gaul,  who,  under  the  appellation  of 
Bagaudae,^^  had  risen  in  a  general  insurrection ;  very  similar 
to  Siose  which  in  the  fourteenth  century  successively  afflicted 

**  This  division  agrees  with  that  of  the  four  prsefoctures ;  yet  there 
Is  some  reason  to  doubt  whether  Spain  was  not  a  province  of  Max- 
imian.   See  Tillemont,  torn.  iv.  p.  517.* 

'*  Julian  in  Csesarib.  p.  315.  Spanheim's  notes  to  the  French 
translation,  p.  122. 

*  The  general  name  of  Btigauda  (in  the  signification  of  rebels  1 
eontinued  till  the  fifth  century  in  Gaul.  Some  critics  derive  it  from  f 
Celtic  word  Baffod,  a  tumultuous  assembly.  Scaliger  ad  Euseb.  Dt 
Cange  Glossar.  [Compare  S.  Turner,  Anglo-Sax.  History,  i.  214.  —  M. 


*  According  to  Aurelius  Victor  and  other  authorities,  Thraee  belonsed 
to  the  division  of  Oideriub.  See  Tillemont,  iv.  36  But  the  laws  of  nio 
"sletian  are  in  {general  dated  in  lUyria  or  Thrace.  —  V 
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both  France  and  Kngland.^'^  It  should  seem  that  very  man) 
of  those  institutions,  referred  by  an  easy  solution  to  the  feudti. 
system,  are  derived  from  the  Celtic  barbarians.  When  CsMai 
subdued  the  Grauls,  that  great  nation  was  already  divxled  into 
three  orders  of  men ;  the  clergy,  the  nobility,  and  the  common 
people.  The  first  governed  by  superstition,  the  second  by 
arms,  but  the  third  and  last  was  not  of  any  weight  or  account 
in  their  public  councils.  It  was  very  natural  for  the  plebeians^ 
oppressed  by  debt,  or  apprehensive  of  injuries,  to  implore  the 
protection  of  some  powerful  chief,  who  acqjiired  over  their 
persons  and  property  the  same  absolute  right  as,  among  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  a  master  exercised  over  his  slaves.  ^^ 
The  greatest  part  of  the  nation  was  gradually  reduced  into  a 
slate  of  servitude  ;  compelled  to  perpetual  labor  on  the  estates 
of  the  Gallic  nobles,  and  confined  to  the  soil,  either  by  the 
real  weight  of  fetters,  or  by  the  no  less  cruel  and  forcible 
restraints  of  the  laws.  During  the  long  series  of  troubles 
which  agitated  Gaul,  from  the  reign  of  Gallienus  to  that  of 
Diocletian,  the  condition  of  these  servile  peasants  was  pecu- 
liarly miserable  ;  and  they  experienced  at  once  the  complicated 
tyranny  of  their  masters,  of  the  barbarians,  of  the  soldiers 
and  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue.  ^^ 

Their  patience  was  at  last  provoked  into  despair.  On  ever}' 
side  they  rose  in  multitudes,  armed  with  rustic  weapons,  and 
with  irresistible  fury.  The  ploughman  became  a  foot  soldier, 
the  shepherd  mounted  on  horseback,  the  deserted  villages  and 
open  towns  were  abandoned  to  the  flames,  and  the  ravages  of 
the  peasants  equalled  tliose  of  the  fiercest  barbarians.^®  They 
asserted  the  natural  rights  of  men,  but  they  asserted  those 
rights  with  the  most  sa/age  cruelty.  The  Gallic  nobles,  justly 
dreading  their  revenge,  either  took  refuge  in  the  fortified  cities, 
or  fled  from  the  wild  scene  of  anarchy.  The  peasants  reigned 
without  control ;  and  two  of  their  most  daring  leaders  had  the 
^olly  and  rashness  to  assume  the  Imperial  omaments.^^     Their 

*^  Chionique  de  Frois8ar%  vol.  i.  c.  182,  IL  73,  79.  The  naiveU  of 
\s  story  is  lost  in  our  best  modem  writers. 

'"  Csesar  de  Bell.  Gallic,  vi.  13.  Orgetorix,  the  Helvetian,  coold 
irm  for  his  defence  a  body  ?f  ten  thousand  slaves. 

*  Their  oppression  and  misery  are  acknowledged  by  Eumeniiui, 
i^Panegyr.  vi.  8,)  Gallias  efferatas  injuriis. 

*"  Panegyr.  Vet.  ii.  4.     Aurelius  Victor. 

*^  u£lianus  and  Amandus.  We  have  medals  coined  hr  theiA 
Oolt«iu8  in  Thes.  R.  A.  p.  117,  121, 
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power  soon  expired  at  the  approach  of  the  legioDS.  Th« 
Htrengtli  of  union  and  discipline  obtained  an  easy  victory  over 
%  licentious  and  divided  multitude.^  A  severe  retaliation  was 
inflicted  on  the  peasants  who  were  found  in  arms ,  the  affrighted 
remnant  returned  to  their  respective  habitations,  and  their 
unsuccessful  effort  for  freedom  served  only  to  confirm  theii 
slavery.  So  strong  and  uniforn*.  is  the  current  of  popular  pas* 
sions,  that  we  might  almost  venture,  from  very  scanty  materials 
to  relate  the  particulars  of  this  war ;  but  we  are  not  disposed 
to  believe  that  the  prmcipal  leaders,  iElianus  and  Amandus, 
were  Christians,^  or  to  insinuate,  that  tbe  rebellion,  as  it  hap- 
pened in  the  time  of  Luther,  was  occasioned  by  the  abuse  of 
those  benevolent  principles  of  Christianity,  which  inculcate 
the  natural  freedom  of  mankind. 

Maximian  had  no  sooner  recovered  Graul  from  the  hands  of 
the  peasants,  than  he  lost  Britain  by  the  usurpation  of  Carau- 
sius.  Ever  since  the  rash  but  successful  enterprise  of  the 
Pranks  under  the  reign  of  Probus,  their  daring  countrymep 
had  constructed  squadrons  of  light  brigantines,  in  which  they 
incessantly  ravaged  the  provinces  adjacent  to  the  ocean.^  To 
repel  their  desultory  incursions,  it  was  found  necessary  to  creatf 
a  naval  power ;  and  the  judicious  measure  was  prosecuted  with 
prudence  and  vigor.  Gessoriacum,  or  Boulogne,  in  the  straits 
of  the  British  Channel,  was  chosen  by  the  emperor  for  the  sta 
tion  of  the  Roman  fleet ;  and  the  command  of  it  was  intrusted 
to  Carausius,  a  Menapian  of  the  meanest  origin,^^  but  who  hat^ 
long  signalized  his  skill  as  a  pilot,  and  his  valor  as  a  soldier. 
The  integrity  of  the  new  admiral  corresponded  not  with  hi& 

"  Levibiis  prcBliis  domuit.    Eutrop.  ix.  20. 

*^  The  fact  rests  indeed  on  very  alight  authority,  a  life  of  St.  Babo- 
ilnus,  which  is  probably  of  the  seventh  century.  See  Duchesne 
Sciiptores  Rer.  Prancicar.  torn.  i.  p.  662. 

**  A.urelius  Victor  calls  them  Germans.  Eutropius  (ix.  21)  gives 
them  the  name  of  Saxons.  But  Eutropius  lived  in  the  ensuing  cen- 
tury, and  seems  to  use  the  language  of  his  own  times. 

**  The  three  expressions  of  Eutropius,  Aurelius  Victor,  and  Eume- 
nius,  **  vilissime  natus,"  **  Batavise  alumnus/'  and  **  Menapise  civis," 
^ive  us  a  very  doubtful  account  of  the  birth  of  Carausius.  Dr. 
Stukely,  however,  (Hist,  of  Carausius,  p.  62,)  chooses  to  make  him  • 
PLRtive  of  St.  David's  and  a  prince  of  the  blood  royal  of  Biitain.  Th« 
Cnrmer  idea  he  had  found  in  Bichard  of  Cirencester,  p.  44.* 


*  The  Menapians  were  settled  between  the  Scheldt  and  the  Meuie   'i 
tile  aorthem  part  of  Bral^ant.     D'Ar.  rille,  Geogr.  Anc.  i.  93.  —  d 
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ftbilides.  When  the  Grerman  pirates  sailed  from  theii  own 
harbors,  he  connived  at  their  passage,  but  he  diligently  inter- 
cepted their  return,  and  appropriated  to  his  own  use  an  amplu 
share  of  the  spoil  which  they  had  acquired.  The  wealth  of 
Carausius  was,  on  this  occasion,  very  justly  considered  as  an 
evidence  of  his  guilt ;  and  Maximian  had  already  given  orders 
for  his  death.  But  the  crafty  Menapian  foresaw  and  prevented 
llic  severity  of  the  emperor.  By  his  liberality  he  had  attached 
to  his  fortunes  the  fleet  which  he  commanded,  and  secured  the 
barbarians  in  his  interest.  From  the  port  of  Boulogne  he  sailed 
over  to  Britain,  persuaded  the  legion,  and  the  auxiliaries  which 
guarded  that  island,  to  embrace  his  party,  and  boldly  assum* 
ing,  with  the  Imperial  purple,  the  title  of  Auguitus,  defied  the 
justice  and  the  arms  of  his  injured  sovereign.^ 

When  Britain  was  thus  dismembered  from  the  empire,  its 
importance  was  sensibly  felt,  and  its  loss  sincerely  lamented. 
The  Romans  celebrated,  and  perhaps  magnified,  the  extent  of 
that  noble  island,  provided  on  every  side  with  convenient 
harbors ;  the  temperature  of  the  climate,  and  the  fertility  of 
die  soil,  alike  adapted  for  the  production  of  corn  or  of  vines 
ihe  valuable  minerals  with  which  it  abounded  ;  its  rich  pastures 
covered  with  innumerable  flocks,  and  its  woods  free  from  wild 
beasts  or  venomous  serpents.  Above  all,  they  regretted  tiie 
large  amount  of  the  revenue  of  Britain,  whilst  they  confessed, 
that  such  a  province  well  deserved  to  become  the  seat  of  an 
mdependent  monarchy.*^  During  the  space  of  seven  years  it 
was  possessed  by  Carausius ;  and  fortune  continued  propitious 
to  a  rebellion  supported  with  courage  and  ability.  The  British 
emperor  defended  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions  against  the 
Caledonians  of  the  North,  invited,  from  the  continent,  a  great 
number  of  skilful  artists,  and  displayed,  on  a  variety  of  coins 
that  are  still  extant,  his  taste  and  opulence.  Bom  on  the 
confines  of  the  Franks,  he  courted  the  friendship  of  that  for- 
midable peDple,  by  the  flattering:  imitation  of  their  dress  and 
/uanners.     The  bravest  of  their  youth  he  enlisted  among  his 

"  Panegyz    v.   12.    Britain  at  this  time  was  secure,  and  slight!  j 
guarded. 

"^  Panegyr.  Yet.  y.  11,  yiL  9.   The  orator  Eumenius  wiahed  to  exalt 
\he  glory  of  the  hero  (Oonstantius)  with  the  importance  of  the  con- 
yxesL  Notwithstanding  our  laudable  partiality  for  our  nativf.  country, 
I  IP  difficult  to  conceive,  thai,  iii  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century 
England  deserved  a//  these  commendations.     A  century  and  a  hall 
tcfore.  it  hafdly  piud  its  own  rntablishment.     See  Appiimin  ProoMi. 
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Und  or  sea  forces ;  and,  in  return  for  their  useful  alliance,  bt 
.'ommunicated  to  the  barbarians  the  dangerous  knowledge  of 
nilitary  and  naval  arts.  Carausius  still  preserved  the  posses- 
sion of  Boulogne  and  the  adjacent  country.  His  fleets  rode 
triunoiphant  in  the  channel,  commanded  the  mouths  cf  the 
Seine  and  of  the  Rhine,  ravaged  the  coasts  of  the  ocean,  and 
iiffused  beyond  the  columns  of  Hercules  the  terror  of  his 
aame.  Under  his  command,  Britain,  destined  in  a  future  uge 
:o  obtain  the  empire  of  the  sea,  already  assumed  its  natural 
and  respectable  station  of  a  maritime  power.^ 

By  seizing  the  fleet  of  Boulogne,  Carausius  had  deprived 
his  master  of  the  means  of  pursuit  and  revenge.  And  when, 
after  a  vast  expense  of  time  and  labor,  a  new  armament  was 
launched  into  the  water,^  the  Imperial  troops,  unaccustomed 
10  that  element,  were  easily  baffled  and  defeated  by  the  veteran 
sailors  of  the  usurper.  This  disappointed  efibrt  was  soon 
productive  of  a  treaty  of  peace.  Diocletian  and  his  colleague, 
who  justly  dreaded  the  enterprising  spirit  of  Carausius,  resigned 
to  him  the  sovereignty  of  Britain,  and  reluctantly  admitted 
their  perfidious  servant  to  a  participation  of  the  Imperial 
honors.**  But  the  adoption  of  the  two  Caesars  restored  new 
vigor  to  the  Roman  arms ;  and  while  the  Rhine  was  guarded 
by  the  presence  of  Maximian,  his  brave  associate  Constantius 
ussumed  the  conduct  of  the  British  war.  His  first  enterprise 
ivas  against  the  important  place  of  Boulogne.  A  stupendous 
nole,  raised  across  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  intercepted  all 
iiopes  of  relief.  The  tO¥ni  surrendered  after  an  obstinate 
defence ;  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  naval  strength  of 
Carausius  fell  into  the  hands  of  ihe  besiegers.  During  the 
three  years  which  Constantius  employed  in  preparing  a  fleet 


*  Ab  a  great  number  of  medals  of  Carausius  are  still  preserved,  he 
is  become  a  very  favorite  object  of  antiquarian  curiosity,  and  eveij 
circumstance  of  his  life  and  actions  has  been  investigated  with  saga 
cious  accuracy.  Dr.  Stukely,  in  particular,  has  devoted  a  large  vcl- 
*ime  to  the  British  emperor.  I  have  used  his  materials,  and  rejected 
jiost  of  his  femciful  conjectures. 

^  When  Mamertinus  pronounced  his  first  panegyric,  the  naval 
preparations  of  Maximian  were  completed ;  and  the  orator  presaged 
Ml  assured  victory.  His  silence  in  the  second  panegyric  might  aloae 
nform  us  that  the  expedition  had  not  succeeded. 

^  Aurelius  Victor,  Eutropius,  and  the  medals,  (Pax  Augg.,)  infomi 
IS  of  this  temporary  reconciliation ;  though  I  will  not  presume  ( ae 
Dr.  Stukely  has  done,  Medallic  History  of  Carausius,  p.  86,  &c. .  u 
ji««rt  the  identical  articles  of  the  treatv. 
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adequate  to  the  conquest  of  Britain,  he  secured  the  coast  ui 
Gaul,  invaded  the  country  of  the  Franks,  and  deprived  the 
jisarper  of  the  assistance  of  those  powerful  allies. 

Before  the  preparations  were  finished,  Constantius  received 
the  intelligence  of  the  tyrant's  death,  and  it  was  considered  as 
a  sure  presage  of  the  approaching  victory.  The  servants  of 
Carausius  imitated  the  example  of  treason  which  he  had 
given.  He  was  murdered  hy  his  first  minister,  Allectus,  and 
the  assassin  succeeded  to  his  power  and  to  his  danger.  But 
he  possessed  not  equal  abilities  either  to  exercise  the  one  or 
to  repel  the  other.  He  beheld,  with  anxious  terror,  the  oppo- 
site shores  of  the  continent  already  filled  with  arms,  with 
troops,  and  with  vessels  ;  for  Constantius  had  very  prudently 
divided  his  forces,  that  he  might  likewise  divide  the  attention 
and  resistance  of  the  enemy.  The  attack  was  at  length  made 
hy  the  principal  squadron,  which,  under  the  command  of  the 
preefect  Asclepiodatus,  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  had 
been  assembled  in  the  mouth  of  the  Seine.  So  imperfect  in 
those  times  was  the  art  of  navigation,  that  orators  have  cele- 
brated the  daring  courage  of  the  Romans,  who  ventured  to  set 
sail  with  a  side*wind,  and  on  a  stormy  day.  The  weather 
proved  favorable  to  their  enterprise.  Under  the  cover  of  a 
thick  fog,  they  escaped  the  fleet  of  Allectus,  which  had  been 
stationed  off  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  receive  them,  landed  in 
safety  on  some  part  of  the  western  coast,  and  convinced  the 
Britons,  that  a  superiority  of  naval  strength  will  not  always 
protect  their  country  from  a  foreign  invasion.  Asclepiodatus 
had  no  sooner  disembarked  the  imperial  troops,  than  he  set 
fire  to  his  ships ;  and,  as  the  expedition  proved  fortunate,  his 
heroic  conduct  was  universally  admired.  The  usurper  had 
posted  himself  near  London,  to  expect  the  formidable  attack 
of  Constantius,  who  commanded  in  person  the  fleet  of  Bou- 
logne ;  but  the  descent  of  a  new  enemy  required  his  immedi- 
ate presence  in  the  West.  He  performed  this  long  march  in 
<o  precipitate  a  manner,  that  he  encountered  the  whole  force 
if  the  praefect  with  a  small  body  of  \arassed  and  disheartened 
troops.  The  engagement  was  soon  terminated  by  the  total 
defeat  and  death  of  Allectus  ;  a  single  battle,  as  it  has  often 
happened,  decided  the  fate  of  this  great  island  ;  and  when 
Constantius  landed  on  the  shores  of  Kent,  he  found  them  cov- 
ered with  obedient  subjects.  Their  acclamations  were  loud 
and  unanimous ;  and  the  virtues  of  the  conqueror  may  induce 
in  to  believe,  that  they  sincerely  rejoiced  in  a  revolution 
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wrhich,  afler  a  separation  of  ten  years,  restored  Britain  to  the 
body  jf  the  Roman  empire.^^ 

Britain  had  none  but  domestic  enemies  to  dread ;  and  at 
Long  AS  the  governors  preserved  their  fidelity,  and  the  troopi 
their  discipUne,  t\e  incursions  of  the  naked  savages  of  Scot- 
land or  Ireland  could  never  materially  affect  the  safety  of  the 
province.  The  peace  of  the  continent,  and  the  defence  of  thr 
principal  river^  which  bounded  the  empire,  were  objects  of 
far  greater  difficulty  and  importance.  The  policy  of  Diocle- 
tian, which  inspired  the  councils  of  his  associates,  provided 
for  the  public  tranquillity,  by  encouraging  a  spirit  of  dissen- 
•iion  among  the  barbarians,  and  by  strengthening  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  Roman  limit  In  the  East  he  fixed  a  line  of  camps 
from  Egypt  to  the  Persian  dominions,  and  for  every  camp,  he 
instituted  an  adequate  number  of  stationary  troops,  commanded 
by  their  respective  officers,  and  supplied  with  every  kind  of 
arms,  from  the  new  arsenals  which  he  had  formed  at  Antioch. 
Emesa,  and  Damascus.^^  PiJqj  ^as  the  precaution  of  the  em- 
oeror  less  watchful  against  the  well-known  valor  of  the  barba- 
rians of  Europe.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine  to  that  of  the 
Danube,  the  ancient  camps,  towns,  and  citadels,  were  dili- 
gently reestablished,  and,  in  the  most  exposed  places,  new 
ones  were  skilfully  constructed  :  the  strictest  vigilance  was 
introduced  among  the  garrisons  of  the  frontier,  and  every 
expedient  was  practised  that  could  render  the  long  chain  of 
fortifications  firm  and  impenetrable.^^  A  barrier  so  resnect- 
dble  was  seldom  violated,  and  the  barbarians  oflen  turned 
against  each  other  their  disappomted  rage.  The  Goths,  the 
Vandals,  the  Gepidse,  the  Burgundians,  the  Alemanni,  wasted 
each  other's  strength  by  destructive  hostilities  :  and  whoso 
ever  vanquished,  they  vanquished  the  enemies  of  Rome.  The 
subjects  of  Diocletian  enjoyed  the  bloody  spectacle,  and  con- 
gratulated each  other,  that  the  mischiefs  of  civil  war  were 
now  experienced  only  by  the  barbarians.^^ 


^'  With  regard  to  the  recovery  of  Britain,  we  obtain  a  few  hinti 
from.  Aurelius  Victor  and  Eutropius. 

"  John  Malala,  in  Chron.  Antiochen.  torn.  i.  p.  408,  409. 

^^  Zosim.  1.  i.  p.  3.  That  partial  historian  seemfl  to  celebrate  the 
eigilaiice  of  Diocletian,  witn  a  design  of  exposing  the  negligence  of 
Ck.Q8tantine ;  we  may,  however,  listen  to  an  orator  :  "  Nam  quid  ego 
alarum  et  cohortiiim  oastra  p  'rcenseam,  toto  Kheni  et  Istri  et  Euphra- 
til  limite  restituta/*    Panegyr.  Vet.  iv.  18. 

**  Ruunt  omnc>>  in   sanguinem  suum  populi,  quibus  non  contigii 
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Notwithstanding  the  policy  of  Diocletian,  it  was  impossiblo 
CO  maintain  an  equal  and  undisturbed  tranquillity  during  h 
reign  3f  twenty  years,  and  along  a  frontier  of  many  hundred 
miles.     Sometimes  the  barbarians  suspended  their  domestic 
aoimosities,  and  the  relaxed  vigilance  of  the  garrisons  some- 
times  gave  a  passage  to  their  strength  or  dexterity.     When 
over  the  provinces  were  'nvaded,  Diocletian  conducted  himself 
Aith  tnat  calm  dignity  which  he  always  affected  or  possessed , 
reserved  his  presence  for  such  occasions  as  were   worthy  of 
his  interposition,  never  exposed  his  person  or  reputation  to 
any  unnecessary  danger,  insured  his  success  by  every  means 
that  prudence  could  suggest,  and  displayed,  with  ostentation 
the  consequences  of  his  victory.     In  wars  of  a  more  difficuli 
nature,  and  more  doubtful  event,  he  employed  the  rough  valoi 
of  Maximian  ;  and  that  faithful  soldier  was  content  to  ascribe 
his  own  victories  to  the  wise  counsels  and  auspicious  influence 
of  his  benefactor.     But  after  the  adoption  of  the  two  Caesars, 
the  emperors  themselves,  retiring  to  a  less  laborious  scene  of 
action,  devolved  on  their  adopted  sons  the  defence  of  the  Dan- 
ube  and   of  the   Rhine.     The  vigilant   Galerius  was  nevei 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  vanquishing  an  army  of  barbari- 
ans on  the  Roman  territory. ^^    The  brave  and  active  Constan- 
tius  delivered  Gaul  from  a  very  furious  inroad  of  the  Ale- 
manni ;  and  his  victories  of  Langres  and  Vindonissa  appeal 
to  have  been  actions  of  considerable  danger  and  merit.     A& 
he  traversed  the  open  country  with  a  feeble  guard,  he  was 
encompassed   on  a  sudden  by  the  superior  multitude  of  the 
enemy.     He  retreated  with  difRculty  towards  Langres  ;  but, 
in  the  general  consternation,  the  citizens  refused  to  open  their 
gates,  and   the   wounded   prince  was   drawn  up  the  wall  by 
the  means  of  a  rope.     But,  on  the  news  of  his  distress,  the 
Roman  troops  hastened  from  all  sides  to  his  relief,  and  before 
the  evening  he  had  satisfied  his  honor  and  revenge  by  the 
■laughter  of  six  thousand  Allemani.^     From  the  monuments 


esse  Romanis,  obstinatseque  feiitatis  pcenas  nunc  sponte  persolyunt 
Panegyr.  Yet.  iii*  16.  MamertinuB  illustrates  the  fact  by  the  exam- 
ple of  almost  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

**  He  complained,  though  not  with  the  strictest  truth,  **  Jam  flux- 
isse  annos  quindecim  in  quibus,  in  Blyrico,  ad  ripam  Danubii  relega- 
tus  cum  gentibus  barbaris  luctaret."  Lactant.  de  M.  P.  c.  18. 

^  In  the  G^ek  text  of  Eusebius,  we  read  six  thousand,  a  nimi 
oer  whic^ii  I  have  prefrrred  to  the  sixty  thousand  of  Jcromr  O^'osi 
18  Kutropiua,  and  teip   Heek  translator  Fsrftr.ius. 
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oi  those  times,  the  obscure  traces  of  several  other  victoriet 
over  the  barbarians  of  Sarmatia  and  Germany  might  possibly 
be  collected ;  but  the  tedious  search  would  not  be  rewarded 
pother  with  amusement  or  with  instruction. 

The  conduct  which  the  emperor  Probus  had  adopted  in  the 
disposal  of  the  vanquished,  was  imitated  by  Diocletian  and  his 
%flsociates.  The  captive  barbarians,  exchanging  death  foi 
slavery,  were  distributed  among  the  provincials,  and  assigned 
to  those  districts  (in  Graul,  the  territories  of  Amiens,  Beauvais 
Cambray,  Treves,  Langres,  and  Troyes,  are  particularly 
specified  ^)  which  had  been  depopulated  by  the  calamities  of 
war.  They  were  usefully  employed  as  shepherds  and  hus- 
bandmen, but  were  denied  the  exercise  of  arms,  except  when 
it  was  found  expedient  to  enroll  them  in  the  military  service. 
Nor  did  the  emperors  refuse  the  property  of  lands,  with  a  less 
servile  tenure,  to  such  of  the  barbarians  as  solicited  the  pro- 
lection  of  Rome.  They  granted  a  settlement  to  several  colo- 
nies of  the  Carpi,  the  Bastarnse,  and  the  Sarmatians  ;  and,  by 
a  dangerous  indulgence,  permitted  them  in  some  measure  to 
retain  their  national  manners  and  independence.^^  Among 
the  provincials,  it  was  a  subject  of  flattering  exultati(»n,  that 
the  barbarian,  so  lately  an  object  of  terror,  now  cultivated 
their  lands,  drove  their  cattle  to  the  neighboring  fair,  and 
contributed  by  his  labor  to  the  public  plenty.  They  congrat- 
ulated their  masters  on  the  powerful  accession  of  subjects  and 
soldiers ;  but  they  forgot  to  observe,  that  multitudes  of  secret 
enemies,  insolent  from  favor,  or  desperate  from  oppression, 
were  introduced  into  the  heart  of  the  empire.^^ 

While  the  Caesars  exercised  their  valor  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine  and  Danube,  the  presence  of  the  emperors  was  re- 
quired on  the  southern  confines  of  the  Roman  world.  From 
the  Nile  to  Mount  Atlas,  Africa  was  in  arms.  A  confederacy 
)f  five  Moorish  nations  issued  from  their  deserts  to  invade  the 


^  Paneg^yr.  Vet.  vii.  21. 

"  There  was  a  settlement  of  the  SarmatianH  in  the  neighborhood  of 
L^eves,  which  seems  to  have  been  deserted  by  those  lazy  barbarian o 
Inaoniua  speaks  of  them  in  his  Mosella :  — 

**  Unde  iter  ingrediens  nemorosa  per  avia  ■oiuin. 
Et  nulla  taumani  spectane  vesti^a  cultue  ; 

Airaque  Sauromatftm  nuper  metata  col<  iii> 

rhere  was  a  town  of  the  Carpi  ir  the  Lower  Maesia. 
*  Bee  the  rhetorical  exultation  of  Eumenius.     Paiiegyr.  til  v 
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peaceful  provinces.^ ^  Juian  had  assumed  the  purple  at  Gar 
thage.^^  Achilleus  at  AI  ^xandria,  and  even  the  Blemmyes^ 
renewed,  or  rather  zontin  ied,  their  incursions  into  the  Uppei 
Egypt.  Scarcely  any  circumstances  have  been  preserved  of 
the  exploits  of  Maximian  in  the  western  parts  of  Africa  ;  but 
it  appears,  by  the  event,  that  the  progress  of  his  arms  wa^ 
rapid  and  decisive,  that  he  vanquished  the  fiercest  barbariana 
of  Mauritania,  and  that  he  removed  them  from  the  mountains 
whose  inaccessible  strength  had  inspired  their  inhabitants  with 
1  lawless  confidence,  and  habituated  them  to  a  life  of  rapine 
and  violence.^^  Diocletian,  on  his  side,'  opened  the  campaign 
in  Egypt  by  the  siege  of  Alexandria,  cut  off  the  aqueducts 
which  conveyed  the  waters  of  the  Nile  into  every  quarter  of 
that  immense  city  ,^3  and  rendering  his  camp  impregnable  to 
the  sallies  of  the  besieged  multitude,  he  pushed  his  reiterated 
attacks  with  caution  and  vigor.  After  a  siege  of  eight  months, 
Alexandria,  wasted  by  the  sword  and  by  fire,  implored  the 
clemency  of  the  conqueror,  but  it  experienced  the  full  extent 
or  his  severity.  Many  thousands  of  the  citizens  perished  ii 
a  promiscuous  slaughter,  and  there  were  few  obnoxious  per 
sons  in  Egypt  who  escaped  a  sentence  either  of  death  or  ai 
least  of  exile  .'*^  The  fate  of  Busiris  and  of  Coptos  was  stil 
more  melancholy  than  that  of  Alexandria  :  those  proud  cities, 
the  former  distinguished  by  its  antiquity,  the  latter  enriched 
by  the  passage  of  the  Indian  trade,  were  utterly  destroyed  by 
the  arms  and  by  the  severe  order  of  Diocletian.^^  The  char- 
acter of  the  Egyptian  nation,  insensible  to  kindness,  but 
extremely  susceptible  of  fear,  could  alone  justify  this  exces- 

^  Scaliger  (Animadyers.  ad  Euseb.  p.  243)  decides»  in  hia  ueua) 
manner,  that  the  Quinque  gentian!,  or  five  African  nationfi,  were  the 
five  great  cities,  the  Pentapolis  of  the  inoffensive  province  of 
Cyrene. 

*^  After  his  defeat,  Julian  stabbed  himself  with  a  dagger,  ani  iin- 
nediately  leaped  into  the  flames.     Victor  in  Epitome. 

**  Tu  ferocissimos  Mauritania^  populos  inaccessis  montium  jugis  ei 
naturali  munitione  fidentes,  expugnasti,  recepisti,  transtuliati.  Pan  - 
Bgyr.  Vet.  vi.  8. 

^  See  the  description  of  Alexandria,  in  Hirtius  de  Bel.  Alexandric 
:■*  6. 

^  Eutrop.  ix.  24.  Orosius,  vii.  25.  John  Malala  in  Chron.  Ati 
tioch.  p.  409,  410.  Yet  Eumenius  assures  us,  that  Egypt  was  p<ici 
rted  by  the  clemency  of  Diocletian. 

'-'  Eusebiua  (in  Chron.)  places  their  destruction  several  years  aoor 
er,  and  at  a  time  when  "^^pt  itsnlf  was  in  a  stai^  oi  rebellion  againi 
tL«  Romans. 
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sive  rigor.  Hie  seditions  of  Alexandria  had  ofWn  affected 
the  tranquillity  and  subsistence  of  Rome  itself.  Since  the 
usurpation  of  Firmus,  the  province  of  Upper  Egypt,  inces- 
santly relapsing  into  rebell'on,  had  embraced  the  alliance  of 
the  savages  of  Ethiopia.  The  number  of  the  Blemmyes, 
scattered  between  the  Island  of  Meroe  and  the  Red  Sea,  was 
/ery  inconsiderable,  their  disposition  was  un warlike,  theii 
weapons  rude  and  inoffensive.'*^  Yet  in  the  public  disordere, 
these  barbarians,  whom  antiquity,  shocked  with  the  deformity 
of  their  figure,  had  almost  excluded  from  the  human  species^ 
presumed  to  rank  themselves  among  the  enemies  of  Rome.^* 
Such  had  bee  j  the  unworthy  allies  of  the  Egyptians ;  and  while 
the  attention  of  the  state  was  engaged  in  more  serious  wars 
their  vexatious  inroads  might  again  harass  the  repose  of  the 
province.  With  a  view  of  opposing  to  the  Blemmyes  a  suita- 
ble adversary,  Diocletian  persuaded  the  Nobats,  or  people  of 
Nubia,  to  remove  from  their  ancient  habitations  in  the  deserts 
of  Libya,  and  resigned  to  them  an  extensive  but  unprofitable 
territory  above  Syene  and  the  cataracts  of  the  Nile,  with  the 
stipulation,  that  they  should  ever  respect  and  guard  the  fron 
tier  of  the  empire.  The  treaty  long  subsisted ;  and  till  the 
establishment  of  Christianity  introduced  stricter  notions  of 
religious  worship,  it  was  annually  ratified  by  a  solemn  sacri- 
fice in  the  Isle  of  Elephantine,  in  which  the  Romans,  as  well 
as  the  barbariaas,  adored  the  same  visible  or  invisible  powers 
of  the  universe."*® 

At  the  same  time  that  Diocletian  chastised  the  past  crimes 
of  tlie  Egyptians,  he  provided  for  their  future  safety  and  hap- 
piness by  many  wise  regulations,  which  were  confirmed  and 
enforced  under  the  succeeding  reigns.^^     One  very  remarica- 

*•  Strabo,  1,  xvii.  p.  1,  172.  Pomponius  Mela,  1.  i.  c  4.  Hii 
words  are  curious  :  "  Intra,  si  credere  IJbet,  vix  homines  magisqxi  r 
»e mi  fori ;  ^gipancs,  et  Blemmyes t  et  Satyri." 

*'  Ausus  sese  insorere  fortunae  et  provacare  arma  Romsna. 

*^  See  Procopius  de  Bell.  Persic.  1.  i.  c.  19.* 

**  He  fixed  the  public  allowance  of  corn,  for  the  people  cf  AlcJi 
and^iJ^   at  two  miflions  of  medimni;  about  four  hundred  thcusan'f 
■ju&rter.  Chron.  Paschal,  p.  276.  Procop.  Hist.  Arcan.  c.  26. 


*  Comparei  on  the  epoch  of  the  final  extirpation  of  the  rites  of  Pagan 
i«m  from  the  Isle  of  Philse,  (Elephantine,)  which  subsisted  till  the  edict 
of  Theodosiue,  in  the  sixth  century,  a  dissertation  of  M.  Letronne,  oc 
eertain  Greek  inscriptions.  The  dissertation  contains  some  very  interest 
taig  observations  on  the  conduct  and  policy  of  Diocletian  in  Egypt.  Matex 
pour  THist.  du  Christianisme  en  £gypte,  Nubie,  et  Abyssiniei  Pant,  1839 
-11 
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bie  edct  which  he  published,  instead  of  being  ccndemned  ai 
the  efiect  of  jealous  tyranny,  deserves  to  be  applauded  as  ai 
act  of  prudence  and  humanity.  He  caused  a  diligent  inqui/y 
to  be  made  ^^  for  all  the  ancient  books  which  treated  of  the 
admirable  art  of  making  gold  and  silver,  and  without  pity^ 
committed  them  to  the  flames;  apprehensive,  as  we  are 
assured,  lest  the  opulence  of  the  Egyptians  should  icspire 
them  with  confidence  to  rebel  against  the  empire.'**®  But 
if  Diocletian  had  been  convinced  of  the  reality  of  that  valua- 
ble art,  far  from  extinguishing'  the  memory,  he  would  have 
converted  the  operation  of  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  public 
revenue.  It  is  much  more  ikely,  that  his  good  sense  discov- 
ered to  him  the  folly  of  such  magnificent  pretensions,  and 
that  he  was  desirous  of  preserving  the  reason  and  fortunes 
of  his  subjects  from  the  mischievous  pursuit.  It  may  be 
remarked,  that  these  ancient  books,  so  liberally  ascribed  to 
E^hagoras,  to  Solomon,  or  to  Hermes,  were  the  pious  frauds 
of  more  recent  adepts.  The  Greeks  were  inattentive  eithei 
to  the  use  or  to  the  abuse  of  chemistry.  In  that  immense 
register,  where  Pliny  has  deposited  the  discoveries,  the  arts, 
and  the  errors  of  mankind,  there  is  not  the  least  mention  of 
ihe  transmutation  of  metals ;  and  the  persecution  of  Diocle- 
tian is  the  first  authentic  event  in  the  history  of  alchemy. 
The  conquest  of  Egypt  by  the  Arabs  diffused  that  vain  sci- 
ence over  the  globe.  Congenial  to  the  avarice  of  the  human 
heart,  it  was  studied  in  China  as  in  Europe,  with  equal  eager- 
ness, and  with  equal  success.  The  darkness  of  the  middle 
ages  insured  a  favorable  reception  to  every  tale  of  wonder, 
and  the  revival  of  learning  gave  new  vigor  to  hope,  and 
suggested  mere  specious  arts  of  deception.  Philosophy,  with 
the  aid  of  experience,  has  at  length  banished  the  study  of 
alchemy  ;  and  the  present  age,  however  desirous  of  riches,  is 
content  to  seek  them  by  the  humbler  means  of  commerce 
and  industry.*^ 

The  reduction  of  Egypt  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
Persian  war.  It  was  reserved  for  the  reign  of  Diocletian  to 
vanquish  that  powerful  nation,  and  to  extort  a  confession  from 


^  John  Antioch.  in  Excerp.  Yalesian.  p.  834.  Siiidas  in  Dioelit- 
•ian. 

^^  See  a  short  history  an  1  confiitation  of  Alchemy,  in  the  workj 
)i  that  pkUosophical  coK.piler«  I^  Mothe  le  Vayer,  ton  i  p.  3:^ 
-355. 
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.ne  successors  of  Artaxerxes,  of  the  superior  majesty  of  thf 
Roman  empire. 

We  have  observed,  under  the  reign  of  Valerian,  that  Ar> 
menia  was  subdued  by  the  perfidy  and  the  arms  of  the 
Persians,  and  that,  after  the  assassination  of  Chosroes,  his  son 
Tiridates,  the  infant  heir  of  the  monarchy,  was  saved  by  the 
fidelity  of  his  friends,  and  educated  under  the  protection  of  the 
emperors.  Tiridates  derived  from  his  exile  such  advantage!* 
as  he  could  never  have  obtained  on  the  throne  of  Armenia ; 
the  early  knowledge  of  adversity,  of  mankind,  and  of  the 
Roman  discipline.  He  signalized  his  youth  by  deeds  of  valor, 
and  displayed  a  matchless  dexterity,  as  well  as  strength,  in 
every  martial  exercise,  and  even  in  the  less  honorable  contests 
of  the  Olympian  games.^  Those  qualities  were  more  nobly 
exerted  in  the  defence  of  his  benefactor  Licinius.^  That 
officer,  in  the  sedition  which  occasioned  the  death  of  Probus, 
was  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  danger,  and  the  enraged 
soldiers  were  forcing  their  way  into  his  tent,  when  they  were 
checked  by  the  single  arm  of  the  Armenian  prince.  The 
gratitude  of  Tiridates  contributed  soon  afterwards  to  his  res- 
K-ration.  Licinius  was  in  every  station  the  friend  and  com- 
panion of  Galerius,  and  the  merit  of  Galerius,  long  before  he  was 
raised  to  the  digni^  of  Caesar,  had  been  known  and  esteemed 
by  Diocletian.  In  the  third  year  of  that  emperor^s  reign  Tiridates 
was  invested  with  the  kingdom  of  Armenia.  The  justice  of  the 
measure  was  not  less  evident  than  its  expediency.  It  was  time 
to  rescue  from  the  usurpation  of  the  Persian  monarch  an  impor- 
tant territory,  which  since  the  reign  of  Nero,  had  been  always 
granted  under  the  protection  of  the  empire  to  a  younger  branch 
of  the  house  of  Arsaces.^ 

When  Tiridates  appeared  on  the  frontiers  of  Armenia,  he 
was  received  with  an  unfeigned  transport  of  joy  and  loyalty. 

*'  See  the  education  and  strength  of  Tiridates  in  the  Anneoian 
history  of  Moses  of  Chorene,  L  ii.  c.  76.  He  could  seize  two  wild 
bulls  by  the  horns,  and  break  them  off  with  his  hands. 

^  If  we  giye  credit  to  the  younger  Victor,  who  supposes  that  in 
he  year  328  Licinius  was  only  sixty  years  of  age,  he  could  soaroely 
'je  the  same  person  as  the  patron  of  Tiridates  ;  but  we  know  firom 
-nuch  better  authority,  (Euseb.  Hist.  Ecclesiast.  L  x.  c.  8,)  Hiat 
Licinius  was  at  that  time  in  the  last  period  of  old  age :  sixteen  yean 
oefore,  he  is  represented  with  gray  hairs,  and  as  the  contemporary 
if  Galerius,  See  Lactant.  c  32.  Licinius  was  probably  bom  abou 
the  year  25C 

A4  See  the  aixty-eeotnd  and  sixty-third  books  of  Dion  Caasius. 
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Danng  twenty-six  years^  the  country  had  experienced  the  re* 
and  imaginary  hardships  of  a  foreign  yoke.  The  Persian 
monarchs  adorned  their  new  conquest  with  magnificent  build 
fngs ;  but  those  monuments  had  been  erected  at  the  expense 
of  the  people,  and  were  abhorred  as  badges  of  slavery.  The 
apprehension  of  a  revolt  had  inspired  the  most  rigorous  pre- 
cautions :  oppression  had  been  aggravated  by  insult,  ano  the 
consciousness  of  the  public  hatrec^  had  been  productive  of  every 
measure  that  could  render  it  still  more  implacable.  We  htive 
already  remarked  the  intolerant  spirit  of  the  Magian  religion, 
riie  statues  of  the  deified  kings  of  Armenia,  and  the  sacred 
images  of  the  sun  and  moon,  were  broke  in  pieces  by  the  zeal 
of  the  conqueror ;  and  the  perpetual  fire  of  Ormuzd  was  kin- 
dled and  preserved  upon  an  ahar  erected  on  the  summit  of 
Mount  Bagavan.55  Jt  ^^g  natural,  that  a  people  exasperated 
by  so  many  injuries,  should  arm  with  zeal  in  the  cause  of  their 
independence,  their  religion,  and  their  hereditary  sovereign. 
The  torrent  bore  down  every  obstacle,  and  the  Persian  gar- 
risons retreated  before  its  fury.  The  nobles  of  Armenia  flew 
to  the  standard  of  Tiridates,  all  alleging  their  past  merit,  oflTe" 
ing  their  future  service,  and  soliciting  from  the  new  king  those 
honors  and  rewards  from  which  they  had  been  excluded  with 
disdain  under  the  foreign  government.^  The  command  of 
the  army  was  bestowed  on  Artavasdes,  whose  father  had  sieved 
the  infancy  of  Tiridates,  and  whose  family  had  been  mas- 
sacred for  that  generous  action.  The  brother  of  Artavasdes 
obtained  the  government  of  a  province.  One  of  the  first  mili- 
tary dignities  was  conferred  on  the  satrap  Otas,  a  man  of 
singular  temperance  and  fortitude,  who  presented  to  the  king 
his  sister  5"  and  a  considerable  treasure,  both  of  which,  in 
a  sequestered  fortress,  Otas  had  preserved  from  violation. 
Among  the  Armenian  nobles  appeared  an  ally,  whose  fortunes 

••  Moses  of  Chorene.  Hist.  Armen.  1.  ii.  c.  74.  The  statues  had 
been  erected  by  Yalarsaces,  who  reigned  in  Armenia  about  130  ycaw 
before  Christ,  and  was  the  first  king  of  the  family  of  Arsaces,  (see 
Moses,  Hist.  Armen.  L  ii.  2,  3.)  The  deification  of  the  Arsacides  id 
mentioned  by  Justin,  (xli.  6,)  and  bj  Ammimus  Marcelliniis, 
(xxxiii  6.) 

*•  The  Armenian  nobility  was  numerous  and  powerftil.  Moses 
mentions  many  &milies  which  were  distinguishea  under  the  reign 
^f  Valarsaces,  (1.  ii.  7,)  and  which  still  subsisted  in  his  own  time, 
about  the  middle  of  ^e  fifth  century.  See  the  prefkce  of  hii 
KditOTs. 

"  She  was  narped  Chosroiduchta,  and  had  not  the  a»  piUulum  'ike 
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lire  too  remarkable  to  pass  unnoticed.  His  name  was  Mamgo,1 
his  origin  was  Scythian,  and  the  horde  which  acknowledged 
his  authority  had  encamped  a  very  few  years  before  on  the 
skirts  of  the  Chinese  empire,^  which  at  that  time  extended  as 
&r  as  the  neighborhood  of  Sogdiana.^*  Having  incurred  the 
displeasure  of  his  master,  Mam  go,  with  his  followers,  retired 
to  the  banks  of  the  Oxus,  and  implored  the  protection  of 
Sapor.  The  emperor  of  China  claimed  the  fugitive,  and 
alleged  the  rights  of  sovereignty.  The  Persian  mcnarcii 
pleaded  the  laws  of  hospitality,  and  with  some  difficulty 
avoided  a  war,  by  the  promise  that  he  would  banish  Mamgo 
to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  West,  a  punishment,  as  he  de- 
scribed it,  not  less  dreadful  than  death  itself.    Armenia  was 


other  women.  (Hist  Armei.  1.  ii.  c.  79.)  I  do  njt  undentaiid  the 
expression."^ 

^^  In  the  Armenian  History,  (I.  ii.  78,)  as  well  as  in  the  Geography , 
(p.  367,)  China  is  called  Zenia,  or.Zenastan.  It  is  characterized  by  the 
production  of  silk,  by  the  opulence  of  the  natives,  and  by  their  love  of 
peace,  above  all  the  other  nations  of  the  earth.| 

^®  Vou-ti,  the  first  emperor  of  the  seventh  dynasty,  who  then  reigned 
in  China,  had  political  transactions  with  Fergana,  a  province  of  Sog- 
diana,  and  is  said  to  have  received  a  Roman  embassy,  (Histoire  des 
nuns,  torn.  i.  p.  88.)  In  those  ages  the  Chinese  kept  a  garrison  at 
Kashgar,  and  one  of  their  generals,  about  the  time  of  Trajan,  marched 
as  far  as  the  Caspian  Sea.  With  regard  to  the  intercourse  between 
China  and  the  western  countries,  a  curious  memoir  of  M.  de  Guignes 
may  be  consulted,  in  the  Academic  des  Inscriptions,  tom.  xxii.  p.  865.^ 


*  Os  patulum  signifies  merely  a  large  and  widely  opening  mouth.    Ovid 
Metam.  xv.  613)  says,  speaking  of  the  monster  who  attacked  Hippolytus, 

Satulo  partem  mans  evomit  ore.    Probably  a  wide  mouth  was  a  common 
efect  among  the  Armenian  women.  —  G. 

t  Mamgo  (according  to  ISiI.  St.  Martin,  note  to  Le  Beau,  ii.  218)  belonged 
to  the  imperial  race  of  Hon,  who  had  filled  the  throne  of  China  for  four 
hundred  years.  Dethroned  by  the  usurping  race  of  Wei,  Mamgo  found  a 
hospitable  reception  in  Persia  in  the  reign  of  Ardeschir.  The  emperor  of 
China  havins  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  fugitive  and  his  partisans, 
Sapor,  then  xing,  threatened  with  war  both  by  Kome  and  China,  coun- 
selled Mamgo  to  retire  into  Armenia.  ^'  I  have  expelled  him  fh)m  my  do- 
minions, (he  answered  the  Chinese  ambassador;)  I  have  banished  him  to  th« 
extremity  of  the  earth,  where  the  sun  sets ;  I  have  dismissed  him  to  certaio 
fleath."  Compare  M^m.  sur  T  Armenie,  ii.  25.  —  M. 
I  See  St.  Martin,  M^m.  sur  I'Armenie,  i.  304. 

\  The  Chinese  Annals  mention,  under  the  ninth  vear  of  Yan-hi,  whicl 
corresponds  with  the  year  166  J.  C,  an  embassy  whica  arrived  from  Ta-thsin, 
%nd  was  sent  by  a  prince  called  An-thun,  who  can  be  no  other  than  Marcus 
Aurelius  Antoninus,  who  then  ruled  over  the  Romans.  St.  Martin,  M^m 
sur  PArmenie,  ii.  30  See  also  Elaproth,  Tableaux  Historiques  de  l*A8i« 
t.  69.     The  embassy  cama  by  J^-nan,  Tonquiu.  —  M. 
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chosen  for  tKe  place  of  exile,  und  a  large  district  wa2»  assigned 
to  the  Scythian  horde,  on  which  they  might  feed  their  flocks 
and  herds,  and  remove  their  encampment  from  one  place  to 
another,  according  to  the  different  seasons  of  the  year.  They 
were  employed  to  repel  the  invasion  of  Tiridates ;  but  their 
leader,  aAer  weighing  the  obligations  and  injuries  which  he 
had  received  from  the  Persian  monarch,  resolved  to  abandon 
his  party.  The  Armenian  prince,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  merit  as  well  as  power  of  Mamgo,  treated  him  wit  I 
distinguished  respect ;  and,  by  admitting  him  into  his  confi- 
dence, acquired  a  brave  and  faithful  servant,  who  contributpr 
\  ery  efTectually  to  his  restoration.^^ 

For  a  while,  fortune  appeared  to  favor  the  enterprising 
valor  of  Tiridates.  He  not  only  expelled  the  enemies  of  his 
family  and  country  from  the  whole  extent  of  Armenia,  but  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  revenge  he  carried  his  arms,  or  at  least 
his  incursions,  into  the  heart  of  Assyria.  The  historian,  who 
has  preserved  the  name  of  Tiridates  from  oblivion,  celebrates, 
with  a  degree  of  national  enthusiasm,  his  personal  prowess ; 
and,  in  the  true  spirit  of  eastern  romance,  describes  the  giants 
and  the  elephants  that  fell  beneath  his  invincible  arm.  It  is 
from  other  information  that  we  discover  the  distracted  state 
uf  the  Persian  monarchy,  to  which  the  kmg  of  Armenia  was 
uidebted  for  some  part  of  his  advantages.  The  throne  was 
Jisputed  by  the  ambition  of  contending  brothers ;  and  Hormuz 
after  exerting  without  success  the  strength  of  his  own  party, 
had  recourse  to  the  dangerous  assistance  of  the  barbarians 
who  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Caspian  Sea.^^  The  civil  war 
was,  however,  soon  terminated,  either  by  a  victory  or  by  a 
leconciliation  ;  and  Narses,  who  was  universally  acknowledged 
as  king  of  Persia,  directed  his  whole  force  against  the  foreign 
enemy.  The  conte:<t  then  became  too  unequal ;  nor  was  the 
valor  of  the  hero  able  to  withstand  the  power  of  the  monarch. 
Tiridates,  a  second  time  expelled  from  the  throne  of  Armenia, 


^  See  Hist.  Armen.  L  ii.  c.  81. 

*^  Ipsos  Persas  ipsumque  Begem  ascitis  Saccis,  et  Riusis,  et  Gellir 
petit  fratcr  Ormies.  Panegyric.  Vet.  iii.  1.  The  Sacc«e  were  a  natioi 
A'  wandering  Scythians,  who  encamped  towards  the  sources  of  the 
Oxus  and  the  Jaxartes.  The  Gelli  were  the  inhabitants  of  Ghilan,  along 
\he  Caspian  Sea,  and  who  so  long,  imder  the  name  of  DUemitett. 
jifeMf*!!  thr  Porsiftn  monarchy.      Si3»  d'Herbelot.  Biliotheque  Ori 
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once  more  took  refuge  in  the  court  of  the  emperors.*  Narsei 
looD  reestablished  his  authority  over  the  revolted  province  , 
and  loudly  complaining  of  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
Romans  to  rebels  and  fugitives,  aspired  to  the  conquest  of  the 
Ea8t.«9 

Neither  prudence  nor  honor  could  permit  the  emperors  tc 
forsake  the  cause  of  the  Armenian  king,  and  it  was  resolvei. 
to  exert  the  force  of  the  empire  in  the  Persian  war.  Diocletian, 
with  the  calm  dignity  which  he  constantly  assumed,  fixed  his 
own  station  in  the  city  of  Antioch,  from  whence  be  prepared 
and  directed  the  military  operations.^  The  conduct  of  the 
legions  was  intrusted  to  the  intrepid  valor  of  Galerius,  who, 
for  that  important  purpose,  was  removed  from  the  banks  of  the 
Danube  to  those  of  the  Euphrates.  The  armies  soon  encoun- 
tered each  other  in  the  plains  of  Mesopotamia,  and  two  battles 
were  fought  with  various  and  doubtful  success  ;  but  the  third 
engagement  was  of  a  more  decisive  nature ;  and  the  Roman 
army  received  a  total  overthrow,  which  is  attributed  to  the 
rashness  of  Galerius,  who,  with  an  inconsiderable  body  of 
troops,  attacked  the  innumerable  host  of  the  Persians.®^  But 
the  consideration  of  the  country  that  was  the  scene  of  action 
may  suggest  another  reason  for  his  defeat.  The  same  ground 
on  which  Galerius  was  vanquished,  had  been  rendered  mem 
orable  by  the  death  of  Crassus,  and  the  slaughter  of  ten 
legions.  It  was  a  plain  of  more  than  sixty  miles,  which 
extended  from  the  hills  of  Carrhse  to  the  Euphrates ;  a  smooth 
an«l  barren  surface  of  sandy  desert,  without  a  hillock,  without 


**  Moses  of  Chorene  takes  no  notice  of  this  second  revolution, 
^hich  I  have  been  obliged  to  collect  &om  a  passage  of  AmmianiiB 
Marcelliniis,  (1.  xxiii.  c.  5.)  Lactantius  speaks  of  the  ambition  of 
N" arses  :  **  Concitatus  domesticis  exemplis  avi  sui  Saporis  ad  occupan- 
dnm  orientem  magnis  copils  inhiabat."    De  Mort.  Persecut.  c.  9. 

•'  We  may  readily  believe,  that  Lactantius  ascribes  to  cowardice 
the  conduct  of  Diocletian.  Julian,  in  his  oration,  sa3's,  that  he 
remained  with  all  the  forces  of  the  empire ;  a  very  hyperboUcaJ 
expression. 

••  Our  five  abbreviators,  Eutropius,  Festus,  the  two  Victors,  and 
Orosius,  aU  relate  the  last  and  great  battle ;  but  Orosius  is  the  only 
Qn9  who  speaks  of  the  two  former. 


♦  M.  St.  Martin  represents  this  differently.  Le  roi  de  Perse  ♦  ♦  ♦  profite 
i'un  voyage  que  Tiridate  avoit  fait  k  Rome  pour  attaquer  ce  royaume 
This  reads  like  the  evasion  of  the  national  historians  to  disguise  Uie  fKC 
litcreditable  to  their  hero.    See  Mem.  sur  I'Armenie,  i.  304.  —  M 
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ri  tree,  and  without  a  spring  of  fresh  water.^*  The  stead} 
infantry  of  the  Romans,  fainting  with  heat  and  thirst,  could 
neither  hope  for  victory  if  they  preserved  their  ranks,  nor 
break  their  ranks  without  exposing  themselves  to  the  most 
imminent  danger.  In  this  situation  they  were  gradually 
encompassed  by  the  superior  numbers,  harassed  by  the  rapid 
evolutions,  and  destroyed  by  the  arrows  of  the  barbarian  cav- 
alry. The  king  of  Armenia  had  signalized  his  valor  in  the 
battle,  and  acquired  personal  glory  by  the  public  misfortune 
He  was  pursued  as  fai  as  3ie  Euphrates ;  his  horse  was 
wounded,  and  it  appeared  impossible  for  him  to  escape  the 
victorious  enemy.  In  this  extremity,  Tiridates  embraced  the 
only  refuge  which  he  saw  before  him :  he  dismounted  and 
olunged  into  the  stream.  His  armor  was  heavy,  the  river 
very  deep,  and  at  those  parts  at  least  half  a  mile  in  breadth ;  ^ 
vet  such  was  his  strength  and  dexterity,  that  he  reached  ir. 
safety  the  opposite  bank.^"'  With  regard  to  the  Roman  gen- 
eral, we  are  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  of  his  escape  ;  but 
when  he  returned  to  Antioch,  Diocletian  received  him,  not 
with  the  tenderness  of  a  friend  and  colleague,  but  with  the 
indignation  of  an  offended  sovereign.  The  haughtiest  of  men. 
clothed  in  his  purple,  but  humbled  by  the  sense  of  his  fault  and 
misfortune,  was  obliged  to  follow  the  emperor's  chariot  above 
a  mile  on  foot,  and  to  exhibit,  before  the  whole  court,  the 
ipectacle  of  his  disgrace.^® 

As  soon  as  Diocletian  had  indulged  his  private  resentment, 
and .  asserted  the  majesty  of  supreme  power,  he  yielded  to 
the  submissive  entreaties  of  the  Caesar,  and  permitted  him  to 
retrieve  his  own  honor,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Roman  arms. 
In  the  room  of  the  unwarlike  troops  of  Asia,  which  had  most 
probably  served  in  the  first  expedition,  a  second  army  was 
drawi.  from  the  veterans  and  new  levies  of  the  liiyrian  fron- 
tier, and  a  considerable  body  of  Gothic  auxiliaries  were  taken 

••  The  nature  of  the  country  is  finely  described  by  Plutarch,  in  th*" 
life  of  Crassus ;  and  by  Xenophon,  in  the  first  book  ot  the  Anabasis. 

**  See  Foster's  Dissertation  in  the  second  voliime  of  the  translation 
of  the  Anabasis  by  Spebnan ;  which  I  will  venture  to  recommend  of 
one  of  the  best  versions  ei  tant. 

*^  Hist.  Armen.  L  ii.  c.  >.  I  have  transferred  this  exploit  of  liri- 
iates  from  an  imaginary  defeat  to  the  real  one  of  Galerius. 

*^  Ammian.  Marcellm.  L  xiv.  The  mile,  in  the  liands  of  Eutro 
pix:").  (ix.  24,)  of  Festiis,  (c.  25,)  and  of  Ori-isius,  (vii.  25,)  earil]! 
oicreiised  to  ttveral  miles. 
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ato  the  Imperial  pay.**  At  the  head  of  a  cho&en  aimy  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men,  Galerius  again  passed  the  Eu- 
phrates ;  but,  instead  of  exposing  his  legions  in  the  opec 
plains  of  Mesopotamia,  he  advanced  through  the  mountains  of 
Armenia,  where  he  fojnd  the  inhabitants  devoted  to  his  cause 
and  the  country  as  favorable  to  the  operations  of  infantry  as  it 
'  was  inconvenienf  for  he  motions  of  cavalry."'^  Adversity  had 
confirmed  the  Roman  discipline,  while  the  barbarians,  elated 
by  success,  were  become  so  negligent  and  remiss,  that  in  the 
moment  when  they  least  expected  it,  they  were  surprised  by 
the  active  conduct  of  Gralerius,  who,  attended  only  by  two 
horsemen,  had  with  his  own  eyes  secretly  exammed  the  state 
and  position  of  their  camp.  A  surprise,  especially  in  the 
night  time,  was  for  the  most  part  fatal  to  a  Persian  army 
"  Their  horses  were  tied,  and  generally  shackled,  to  prevent 
their  running  away  ;  and  if  an  alarm  happened,  a  Persian  had 
his  housing  to  fix,  his  horse  to  bridle,  and  his  corselet  to  put  on, 
before  he  could  mount."  "^^  On  this  occasion,  the  impetuous 
attack  of  Galerius  spread  disorder  and  dismay  over  the  camp 
of  the  barbarians.  A  slight  resistance  was  followed  by  s 
dreadful  carnage,  and,  in  the  general  confusion,  the  wounded 
monarch  (for  Narses  commanded  his  armies  in  person)  fled 
towards  the  deserts  of  Media.  His  sumptuous  tents,  and  those 
of  his  satraps,  afforded  an  immense  booty  to  the  conqueror 
and  an  incident  is  mentioned,  which  proves  the  rustic  but 
martial  ignorance  of  the  legions  in  the  elegant  superfluities  of 
life.  A  bag  of  shining  leather,  filled  with  pearls,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  private  soldier ;  he  carefully  preserved  the  bag 
but  he  threw  away  its  contents,  judging  that  whatever  was  of 
no  use  could  not  possibly  be  of  any  value.''^  The  principa 
loss  of  Narses  was  of  a  much  more  affecting  nature.  Severa 
of  his  wives,  his  sisters,  and  children,  who  had  attended  th»^ 
army,  were  made  captives  in  the  defeat.  But  thougn  me 
character  of  Gralerius  had  in  general  very  little  affinity  with 
that  of  Alexander,  he  imitated,  afler  his  victory,  the  amiabU 

«  Aiirelius  Victor.    Jornandes  de  Rebus  Geticis^  c.  21. 

'^  AureliuA  Victor  says,  **  Per  Armeniam  in  hostes  contendit,  qua 
'^rsie  sola,  seu  facilior  vincendi  via  est."  He  followed  the  conduct 
uf  Trajan,  and  the  idea  of  Julius  Cssar. 

""^  Xenophon's  Anabasis,  1.  iii.  For  that  reason  the  Persian  cavalr} 
encamped  sixty  stadia  from  the  enemy. 

^'  The  story  is  told  by  Ammianus,  1.  xxii.  Instead  of  aaoeum,  somt 
read  tcutum. 

21 
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Mhwior  jf  :he  Macedonian  ♦o wards  ihe  famiiy  of  Dariu& 
rhe  wives  and  children  of  Narses  were  protected  Irom  vio- 
•ence  and  rapin€  conveyed  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  treated 
with  every  mark  of  respect  and  tenderness,  that  was  due  from 
a  geneTous  enemy  to  their  age,  tlieir  sex,  and  their  royal 
dignity  J^ 

While  the  East  anxiously  expected  the  decision  of  this 
great  contest,  the  emperor  Diocletian,  having  assembled  in 
r'yria  a  strong  army  of  observation,  displayed  from  a  distance 
the  resources  of  the  Roman  power,  and  reserved  himself  foi 
my  future  emergency  of  the  war.  On  the  intelligence  of  the 
\  ictory,  he  condescended  to  advance  towards  the  frontier,  with 
a  view  of  moderating,  by  his  presence  and  counsels,  the  pride 
of  Gralerius.  The  interview  of  the  Roman  princes  at  Nisibis 
was  accompanied  with  every  expression  of  respect  on  one 
«ide,  and  of  esteem  on  the  other.  It  was  in  that  city  that  they 
soon  afterwards  gave  audience  to  the  ambassador  of  the 
Great  KingJ^  The  power,  or  at  least  the  spirit,  of  Narses, 
had  been  broken  by  his  last  defeat ;  and  he  considered  an  im 
mediate  peace  as  the  only  means  that  could  stop  the  progress 
of  the  Roman  arms.  He  despatched  Apharban,  a  servanr 
who  possessed  his  favor  and  confidence,  with  a  commission  tc 
negotiate  a  treaty,  or  rather  to  receive  whatever  conditions 
the  conqueror  should  impose.  Apharban  opened  the  confer- 
ence by  expressing  his  master^s  gratitude  for  the  generous 
treatment  of  his  family,  and  by  soliciting  the  liberty  of  those 
illustrious  captives.  He  celebrated  the  valor  of  Galerius, 
without  degrading  the  reputation  of  Narses,  and  thought  it  no 
dishonor  to  confess  the  superiority  of  the  victorious  Caesar, 
over  a  monarch  who  had  surpassed  in  glory  all  the  princes  of 
his'race.  Notwithstanding  the  justice  of  the  Persian  cause, 
he  was  empowered  to  submit  the  present  differences  to  the 
decision  of  the  emperors  themselves ;  convinced  as  he  was, 
that,  in  the  midst  of  prosperity,  they  would  not  be  unmindful 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune.     Apharban  concluded  his  dis- 


^  The  Persians  confessed  the  Koman  superiority  in  morals  as  well 
as  in  arms.  Eutrop.  ix.  24.  But  this  respect  and  gratitude  of  enc  - 
mies  is  very  seldom  to  be  found  in  their  own  accoimts. 

''*  The  account  of  the  negotiation  is  taken  from  the  fragments  ot 
Peter  the  Patrician,  in  the  Ezoerpta  Legationum,  published  in  the 
Byzantine  Collection.  Peter  lived  under  Justinian  ;  but  it  is  very 
evident,  by  the  nature  of  his  materials,  that  they  are  drawn  tVoxr  xht 
(Qoat  authontie  and  respectable  -wHtem. 
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course  in  the  style  of  eastern  allegory,  by  observing  that  the 
Roman  and  Persian  mcnarchies  were  the  two  eyes  of  the 
world,  which  would  remain  imperfect  and  mutilated  if  either 
of  them  should  be  put  out. 

"  It  well  becomes  the  Persians,"  replied  Galerius,  with  t 
transport  of  fury,  which  seemed  to  convulse  his  whole  frame, 
'^  it  well  becomes  the  Persians  to  expatiate  on  the  vicissitudef 
of  fortune,  and  calmly  to  read  us  lectures  on  the  virtues  ot 
inoderation.  Let  them  remember  their  own  moderatum  to 
wards  the  unhappy  Valerian.  They  vanquished  him  b\ 
fraud,  they  treated  him  with  indignity.  They  detained  hin 
till  the  last  moment  of  his  life  in  shameful  captivity,  and  aAei 
his  death  they  exposed  his  body  to  perpetual  ignominy.'^ 
3of\ening,  however,  his  tone,  Galerius  insinuated  to  the  am- 
bassador, that  it  had  never  been  the  practice  of  the  Romans 
to  trample  on  a  prostrate  enemy ;  and  that,  on  this  occasion, 
they  should  consult  their  own  dignity  rather  than  the  Persian 
merit.  He  dismissed  Apharban  with  a  hope  that  Narses 
would  soon  be  informed  on  what  conditions  he  might  obtain, 
from  the  clemency  of  the  emperors,  a  lasting  peace,  and  the 
restoration  of  his  wives  and  children.  In  this  conference  we 
uaay  discover  the  fierce  passions  of  Galerius,  as  well  as  his 
deference  to  the  superior  wisdom  and  authority  of  Diocletian. 
The  ambition  of  the  former  grasped  at  the  conquest  of  the 
East,  and  had  proposed  to  reduce  Persia  into  the  state  of  a 
province.  The  prudence  of  the  latter,  who  adhered  to  the 
moderate  policy  of  Angustus  and  the  Antonines,  embraced 
the  favorable  opportunity  of  terminating  a  successful  war  by 
an  honorable  and  advantageous  peace,*''^ 

In  pursuance  of  their  promise,  the  emperors  soon  afterwards 
appointed  Sicorius  Probus,  one  of  their  secretaries,  to  acquaint 
the  Persian  court  with  their  final  resolution.  As  the  minister 
of  peace,  he  was  received  with  every  mark  of  politeness  and 
friendship ;  but,  under  the  pretence  of  allowing  him  the 
necessary  repose  after  so  long  a  journey,  the  audience  of 
Probus  was  deferred  from  day  to  day ;  and  he  attended  the 
■low  motions  of  the  king,  till  at  length  he  was  admitted  to  his 
presence,  near  the  River  Asprudus  in  Media.  The  secret 
motive  of  Narses,  in  this  delay,  had  been  to  collect  such  a 


**  Adeo  victor  (says  Aurolius)  ut  ni  Valerius,  cujus  nutu  onmitt 
l^erebantur,  abnuisset,  Komani  &sces  in  provinciam  noram  ferrentar 
verum  pars  terranun  tamen  nojis  utilior  qusesita. 
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military  force  as  might  enable  him,  though  sincerely  desirous  of 
peace,  to  negotiate  with  the  greater  weight  and  dignity.  Three 
persons  only  assisted  at  this  important  conference,  the  minister 
Apharban,  the  preefect  of  the  guards,  and  an  officer  who  had 
commanded  on  the  Armenian  frontier.'^  The  first  conditioc 
proposed  by  the  ambassador  is  not  at  present  of  a  very  intel- 
ligible nature  ;  that  the  city  of  Nisibis  might  be  established  for 
the  place  of  mutual  exchange,  or,  as  we  should  formerly  havt 
termed  it,  for  the  stapl  e  of  trade,  between  the  two  empires. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  conceiving  the  intention  of  the  Romar. 
princes  to  improve  their  revenue  by  some  restraints  upor 
commerce  ;  but  as  Nisibis  was  situated  within  their  owr 
dominions,  and  as  they  were  masters  both  of  the  imports  am 
exports.  It  should  seem  that  such  restraints  were  the  objecti 
of  an  internal  law,  rather  than  of  a  foreign  treaty.  To  render 
them  more  effectual,  some  stipulations  were  probably  required 
on  the  side  of  the  king  of  Persia,  which  appeared  so  very 
repugnant  either  to  his  interest  or  to  his  dignity,  that  Narses 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  subscribe  them.  As  this  was  the 
only  article  to  which  he  refused  his  consent,  it  was  no  longer 
insisted  on ;  and  the  emperors  either  suffered  the  trade  to  flow 
in  its  natural  channels,  or  contented  themselves  with  such 
.  estrictions,  as  it  depended  on  their  own  authority  to  establish. 
As  soon  as  this  difficulty  was  removed,  a  solemn  peace  was 
concluded  and  ratified  between  the  two  nations.  The  condi- 
tions of  a  treaty  so  glorious  to  the  empire,  and  so  necessary 
to  Persia,  may  deserve  a  more  peculiar  attention,  as  the  history 
of  Rome  presents  very  few  transactions  of  a  similar  nature  ; 
most  of  her  wars  having  either  been  terminated  by  absolute 
conquest,  or  waged  against  barbarians  ignorant  of  the  use  of 
letters.  I.  The  Aboras,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  Xenophon,  the 
Araxes,  was  fixed  as  the  boundary  between  the  two  mon- 
archies."'^    That    river,  which    rose   near   the   Tigris,  was 


^'  Re  Had  been  governor  of  Sumium,*  (Pet.  Patric  us  in  Excerpt. 
Legat.  p.  30.)  This  province  seems  to  be  mcntionea  by  Moses  of 
Chorene,  (G6ograph.  p.  360,)  and  lay  to  tlie  east  of  Mount  Ararat. 

^  By  an  error  of  the  geographer  Ptolemy,  the  position  of  Singara 
M  removed  from  the  Aboras  to  the  Tigris,  which  may  have  produced 
the  mistake  of  Peter,  in  assigning  the  latter  river  for  the  boundary, 


•  The  Sioonikh  of  the  Armenian  writers.    St   Martin,  M^m.  ^ui  TAi 
foenie,  i.  142.  —  M. 
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increased,  a  few  miles  below  Nisibis,  by  the  little  stream  of 
the  Mygdonius,  passed  under  the  walls  of  Singara,  and  fel 
into  the  Euphrates  at  Gircesium,  a  frontier  town,  which,  bv 
tlie  care  of  Diocletian,  was  very  strongly  fortifiedJ®  Meso- 
potamia, the  object  of  so  many  wars,  was  ceded  to  the  empire ; 
and  the  Persians,  by  this  treaty,  renounced  all  pretensions  to 
that  great  province.  II.  They  relinquished  to  the  Romans 
five  provinces  beyond  the  Tigris.''^  Their  situation  formed  a 
very  useful  barrier,  and  their  natural  strength  was  soon 
improved  by  art  and  military  skill.  Four  of  these,  to  the 
north  of  the  river,  were  districts  of  obscure  fame  and  incon- 
siderable extent ;  Intiline,  Zabdicene,  Arzanene,  and  Mox^ 
oene ;  t  but  on  the  east  of  the  Tigris,  the  empire  acquired  the 
large  and  mountainous  territory  of  Carduene,  the  ancient  seat 

instead  of  the  former.    The  line  of  the  Homan  frontier  traversed ,  bu 
never  followed,  the  course  of  the  Tigris.* 

^'  Procopius  de  Edificiis,  1.  ii.  c.  6. 

"^  Three  of  the  provinces,  Zabdicene,  Arzaneno,  and  Carduene,  arc 
allowed  on  all  sides.  But  instead  of  the  other  two,  Peter  (in  Excerpt 
Leg.  p.  30)  inserts  Rehimene  and  Sophene.  I  have  preferred  Am- 
mianus,  (1.  xxv.  7,)  because  it  might  be  proved  that  Sophene  wa^ 
never  in  the  hands  of  the  Persians,  either  before  the  reign  of  Diocle- 
tian, or  after  that  of  Jovian.  For  want  of  correct  maps,  like  those  o* 
M.  d'Anville,  almost  all  the  modems,  with  TUlemont  and  Valesius  at 
their  head,  have  imagined,  that  it  was  in  respect  to  Persia,  and  not 
to  Rome,  that  the  five  provinces  were  situate  beyond  the  Tigris. 


*  There  are  here  several  errors.  Gibbon  has  confounded  the  streams 
and  the  towns  which  they  pass.  The  Aboras,  or  rather  the  Chaboras,  the 
Araxes  of  Xenophon,  has  its  source  above  Ras-Ain  or  Be-Saina,  (Theodo- 
siopolis,)  about  twenty-seven  leagues  from  the  Tigris ;  it  receives  the 
waters  of  the  Mygdonius,  or  Saocoras,  about  thirty-three  leagues  iJelow 
Nisibis,  at  a  town  now  called  Al  Nahraim ;  it  does  not  pass  under  the  walk 
of  Singara ;  it  is  the  Saocorixs  that  washes  the  walls  of  that  town :  the 
latter  river  has  its  source  near  Nisibis,  at  five  leagues  from  the  Tigris. 
See  D'Anv.  I'Euphrate  et  le  Tigre,  46,  49,  60,  and  the  ma^. 

To  the  east  of  the  Tigris  is  another  less  considerable  river,  named  also 
-he  Chaboras,  which  D'Anville  calls  the  Centrites,  Khabour,  Nicephorius, 
without  quoting  the  authorities  on  which  he  gives  those  names.  Oibbon 
did  not  mean  to  speak  of  this  river,  which  does  not  pass  by  Singara,  and 
does  not  fall  into  the  Euphrates.  See  Michaelis,  Supp.  ad  Lex.  Hebraica, 
3d  part,  p,  664,  666.  —  G. 

t  See  St.  Martin,  note  on  Le  Beau,  i.  380.  He  would  read,  for  Intiline, 
Ingeleme,  the  name  of  a  small  province  of  Armenia,  near  the  sources  of 
the  Tigris,  mentiozied  by  St.  Epiphanius,  (Haeres,  60;)  for  the  unknown 
name  Arzacene,  with  Gibbon,  Arzanene.  These  provinces  do  not  appear 
ir  have  made  an  integral  part  of  the  Roman  empire  ;  Roman  garrisons 
replaced  those  of  I  ersia,  but  the  sovereignty  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
feudatory  princes  of  Armenia.  A  prinee  of  Carduene,  ally  or  depender.1 
im.  the  emptr'),  with  the  Roman  name  of  Jovianus,  occurs  in  the  reign  ti 
Julian.  —  M. 
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of  tne  (*ardiichians,  who  preserved  for  many  ages  tlieir  manlj 
freedom  in  the  heart  of  the  despotic  monarchies  of  Asia. 
The  ten  thousand  Greeks  traversed  theii  country,  afler  a 
painful  march,  or  rather  engagement,  of  seven  days ;  and  it 
is  confessed  by  their  leader,  in  his  incomparable  relation  of 
the  retreat,  that  they  suffered  more  from  the  arrows  of  the 
Carduchians,  than  from  the  power  of  the  Great  King.®®  Their 
posterity,  the  Curds,  with  very  little  alteration  either  of  name  or 
manners,*  acknowledged  the  nominal  sovereignty  of  the  Turk- 
ish sultan,  ni.  It  is  almost  needless  to  observe,  that  Tiridates. 
the  faithful  ally  of  Rome,  was  restored  to  the  throne  of  his 
fathers,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  Imperial  supremacy  were 
fully  asserted  and  secured.  The  limits  of  Armenia  were 
extended  as  far  as  the  fortress  of  Sintha  in  Media,  and  this 
increase  of  dominion  was  not  so  much  an  act  of  liberality  as 
of  justice.  Of  the  provinces  already  mentioned  beyond  the 
Tigris,  the  four  first  had  been  dismembered  by  the  Parthians 
from  the  crown  of  Armenia ;  ®^  and  when  the  Romans  acquired 
the  possession  of  them,  they  stipulated,  at  the  expense  of  the 
usurpers,  an  ample  compensation,  which  invested  their  ally 
with  the  extensive  and  fertile  country  of  Atropatene.  Its 
principal  city,  in  the  same  situation  perhaps  as  the  modern 
Tauris,  was  frequently  honored  by  the  residence  of  Tiridates  ,* 
and  as  it  sometimes  bore  the  name  of  Ecbatana,  he  imitated, 
in  the  buildings  and  fortifications,  the  splendid  capital  of  the 
Medes.®^  IV.  The  country  of  Iberia  was  barren,  its  inhabit- 
ants rude  and  savage.  But  they  were  accustomed  to  the  use 
of  arms,  and  they  separated  from  the  empire  barbarians  much 
fiercer  and  more  formidable  than  themselves.  The  narrow 
defiles  of  Mount  Caucasus  were  in  their  hands,  and  it  was  in 
their  choice,  either  to  admit  or  to  exclude  the  wandering  tribes 

^  Xenophon's  Anabasis,  L  iv.  Their  bows  were  three  cubits  in 
length,  their  arrows  two ;  tiiey  rolled  down  stones  that  were  each  a 
wagon  load.  The  Greeks  found  a  great  many  villages  in  that  rude 
country. 

'*  According  to  Eutropius,  (vi.  9,  as  the  text  is  represented  by  the 
best  MSS.,)  the  city  of  Tigranocerta  was  in  Arzanene.  The  nameti 
and  situation  of  the  other  three  may  be  faintly  traced. 

^  Compare  Herodotus,  1.  i.  c.  97,  with  Moses  Choronens.  Hist 
A  rmcii.  I.  ii.  c.  84,  and  the  map  of  Armenia  given  by  his  editors. 


*  I  travelled  through  this  country  in  1810,  and  should  judge,  from  wbai 
[  have  lead  and  seen  of  its  inhabitants,  that  they  have  remained  unchanged 
m  their  apiiearance  and  character  for  more  than  twenty  ceoturies.    MaJ 
Qolo),  note  to  Bitt.  of  Persia,  vol.  i.  p.  82.  —  M. 
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of  Sarniatia,  whenever  a  rapacious  spirit  urged  them  to  pene- 
trate into  the  richer  climes  of  the  South.^^  The  nomination 
of  the  kings  of  Iberia,  which  was  resigned  by  the  Persian 
monarch  to  the  emperors,  contributed  to  the  strength  and 
security  of  the  Roman  power  in  Asia.®*  The  East  enjoyed  a 
profound  tranquillity  during  forty  years  ;  and  the  treaty  betweer 
the  rival  monarchies  was  strictly  observed  till  the  death  of 
Tiridates;  when  a  new  generation,  animated  with  differeni 
views  and  difierent  passions,  succeeded  to  the  government  of 
the  world ;  and  the  grandson  of  Narses  undertook  a  long  and 
memorable  war  against  th«  princes  of  the  house  of  Con- 
stantino. 

The  arduous  work  of  rescuing  the  distressed  empire  from 
tyrants  and  barbarians  had  now  been  completely  achieved  by 
a  succession  of  Illyrian  peasants.  As  soon  as  Diocletian 
entered  into  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  he  celebrated  thai 
memorable  sera,  as  well  as  the  success  of  his  arms,  by  the 
pomp  of  a  Roman  triumph.®^  Maximian,  the  equal  partner 
of  his  power,  was  his  only  companion  in  the  glory  of  that 
day.  The  two  Caesars  had  fought  and  conquered,  but  the 
merit  of  their  exploits  was  ascribed,  according  to  the  rigor  of 
ancient  maxims,  to  the  auspicious  influence  of  their  fathers 
and  emperors.^  The  triumph  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian 
was  less  magnificent,  perhaps,  than  those  of  Aurelian  and 
Probus,  but  it  was  dignified  by  several  circumstances  of  supe- 
rior fame  and  good  fortune.  Africa  and  Britain,  the  Rhine, 
'he  Danube,  and  the  Nile,  furnished  their  respective  trophies ; 
out  the  most  distinguished  ornament  was  of  a  more  singular 
nature,  a  Persian  victory  followed  by  an  important  conquest 
The  representations  of  rivers,  mountains,  and  provinces,  were 
carried  before  the  Imperial  car.  The  images  of  the  captive 
wives,  the  sisters,  and  the  children  of  the  Great  King,  afforded 
a  new  and  grateful  spectacle  to  the   vanity  of  the  people.^ 

^  Hiberi,  locorum  potentes,  Caspid  via  Sannatam  in  ArmenicM 
raptim  effiindunt.  Tacit.  AnnaL  vi.  34.  See  Strabon.  Geograph.  1 
%u  p.  764,  [edit.  CasaubJ^ 

**  Peter  ratricius  (in  Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  30)  is  the  only  writer  wi.r 
jiciitions  the  Iberian  article  of  the  treaty. 

^  F.  iseb.  in  Chron.  Pagi  ad  annum.  Till  the  discovery  of  t)u 
creatLo:;  De  Mortibus  Persecutorum,  it  was  not  certain  that  tK( 
Cnumph  and  the  Vicennalia  were  celebrated  at  the  same  time. 

^  At  the  time  of  the  Vicennalia,  Galerius  seems  to  have  kept  hi* 
vtation  on  the  Danube.    See  Lactam,  de  M.  P.    .  38. 

*"   K'.:tropiu9  fix.  27)  mentioi..-  tK  ciu  &&  a  pui     Jl  iho  triimipL.     A» 
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in  the  eyes  of  posterity,  this  tnuinph  is  remarkaole,  by  a 
distinction  of  a  less  honorable  kind.  It  was  the  last  that 
Rome  ever  beheld.  Soon  after  this  period,  the  emperors 
ceased  to  vanquish,  and  Rome  ceased  to  be  the  capital  of  the 
empire. 

The  spot  on  which  Rome  was  founded  had  been  conse- 
crated by  ancient  ceremonies  and  imaginary  miracles.  The 
presence  of  some  god,  or  the  memory  of  some  hero,  seemed 
to  animate  every  part  of  the  city,  and  the  empire  of  the  world 
had  been  promised  to  the  Capitol.®®  The  native  Romans  fell 
and  confessed  the  power  of  this  agreeable  illusion.  It  was 
derived  from  their  ancestors,  had  grown  up  with  their  earliest 
habits  of  life,  and  was  protected,  in  some  measure,  by  the 
opinion  of  political  utility.  The  form  and  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment were  intimately  blended  together,  nor  was  it  esteemed 
possible  to  transport  the  one  without  destroying  the  other.®* 
But  the  sovereignty  of  the  capital  was  gradually  annihilated  in 
the  extent  of  conquest ;  the  provinces  rose  to  the  same  level, 
and  th^  vanquished  nations  acquired  the  name  and  privileges, 
without  imbibing  the  partial  affections,  of  Romans.  During 
a  long  period,  however,  the  remains  of  the  ancient  constitu- 
tion, and  the  influence  of  custom,  preserved  the  dignity  of 
Rome.  The  emperors,  though  perhaps  of  African  or  lllyrian 
extraction,  respected  their  adopted  country,  as  the  seat  of  their 
power,  and  the  centre  of  their  extensive  dominions.  The 
emergencies  of  war  very  frequently  required  their  presence 
on  the  frontiers ;  but  Diocletian  and  Maximian  were  the  first 
Roman  princes  who  fixed,  in  time  of  peace,  their  ordinary 
residence  in  the  provinces;  and  their  conduct,  however  i; 
might  be  suggested  by  private  motives,  was  justified  by  very 
specious  considerations  of  policy.  The  court  of  the  emperor 
of  the  West  was,  for  the  most  part,  established  at  Milan,  whose 
situation,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  appeared  far  more  conve- 

nhe  penont  had  been  restored  to  Narses*  nothing  more  than  thcii 
images  could  be  exhibited. 

^  Liyy  gives  us  a  speech  of  Camillus  on  that  subject,  (v.  61 — 65,) 
hill  of  eloquence  and  sensibility,  in  opposition  to  a  design  of  remor 
Ing  the  seat  of  government  &om  Borne  to  the  neighboring  city  of 
Veil. 

^  JiiliuA  Caesar  wa#  reproached  with  the  intention  of  removing  Uie 
empire  to  Tliiini  or  Alexandria.    See  Sueton.  in  Csesar.  c.  79.    Ac- 
cording to  the  ingenious  conjecture  of  Le  Fevre  and  Dacier,  th* 
ciiird  ode  of  the  tlurd  book  of  Horace  was  intended  to  divert  Auguf 
COB  fiom  the  execution  of  a  similar  d(>fii(?n. 
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.uent  than  that  of  Rome,  for  the  important  purpose  of  watch- 
ing the  motions  of  the  barbarians  of  Germany.  Milan  soon 
assumed  the  splendor  of  an  Imperial  city.  The  houses  are 
described  as  numerous  and  well  built ;  thy  manners  of  the 
people  as  polished  and  liberal.  A  circus,  a  theatre,  a  mint,  a 
palace,  baths,  which  bore  the  name  of  their  founder  Maxim- 
Ian  ;  porticos  adorned  with  statues,  and  a  double  circumfer- 
ence of  walls,  contrib  ited  to  the  beauty  of  the  new  capital ; 
nor  did  it  seem  oppressed  even  by  the  proximity  of  Rome.®'* 
To  rival  the  majesty  of  Rome  was  the  ambition  likewi«je  of 
Diocletian,  who  employed  his  leisure,  and  the  wealth  o.  the 
Kast,  in  the  embellishment  of  Nicomedia,  a  city  placed  on 
the  verge  of  Europe  and  Asia,  almost  at  an  equal  distance 
between  the  Danube  and  the  Euphrates.  By  the  taste  of  the 
monarch,  and  at  the  expense  of  th^  people,  Nicomedia 
acquired,  in  the  space  of  a  few  years,  a  degree  of  magnifi 
cence  which  might  appear  to  have  required  the  labor  of  ages 
and  became  inferior  only  to  Rome,  Alexandria,  and  Antioch, 
m  extent  of  populousness.^^  The  life  of  Diocletian  and  Max- 
imian  was  a  life  of  action,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it  was 
spent  in  camps,  or  in  their  long  and  frequent  marches  ;  but 
whenever  the  public  business  allowed  them  any  relaxation, 
they  seemed  to  have  retired  with  pleasure  to  their  favorite 
residences  of  NJcomedia  and  Milan.  Till  Diocletian,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  celebrated  his  Roman  triumph,  it 
is  extremely  doubtful  whether  he  ever  visited  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  empire.  Even  on  that  memorable  occasion  his 
stay  did  not  exceed  two  months.  Disgusted  with  the  licentious 
familiarity  of  the  people,  he  quitted  Rome  with  precipitation 
thirteen  days   before   it   was  expected  that  he  should  have 


•^  See  Aurelius  Victor,  who  likewise  mentions  the  buildings  erect- 
id  by  Maximian  at  Carthage,  probably  during  the  Moorish  war.  Wf 
•hall  insert  some  verses  of  Ausonius  dc  Clar.  Urb.  t. 

Et  Mediolani  mira  omnia :  copia  rerum  ; 
Inniimerffi  culta3que  domus ;  facunda  virorum 
Ingenia,  et  mores  Isti :  turn  duplice  muro 
Amplificata  loci  species ;  populique  voluptas 
Circtis ;  et  inclusi  moles  cuneata  Theatii  ; 
Templa,  Palatinaeque  areas,  opiilensqiie  Moneta, 
Et  regio  Hereulei  Celebris  sab  honore  lavacri. 
Cunctaque  marmoreis  ornata  Peristyla  signia  j 
McBoiaque  in  valli  formam  circumdata  labro, 
Omnia  que  magnis  operum  velut  remula  formlt 
Eicellunt :  nee  juncta  premit  rlcinia  RoniB. 

^  liMtaat.  de  M.  P.  c.  17.     Libaniua,  Orat.  viii.  p.  20^ 

21* 
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appeared  in  the  senate,  invested  with  the  ensigns  of  the  cor 
sular  dignity.** 

The  dislike  expressed  by  Diocletian  towards  Rome  ann 
Koman  freedom,  was  not  the  effect  of  momentary  caprice,  but 
the  result  of  the  most  artful  policy.  That  crafty  prince  had 
framed  a  new  system  of  Imperial  goveniment,  which  wa^ 
afterwards  completed  by  the  family  of  Constantino ,  and  as 
he  image  of  the  old  constitution  was  religiously  preserved  in 
.he  senate,  he  resolved  to  deprive  that  order  of  its  small 
remains  of  power  and  consideration.  We  may  recollect, 
about  eight  years  before  the  elevation  of  Diocletian,  the  tran 
sient  greatness,  and  the  ambitious  hopes,  of  the  Roman  sen- 
ate. As  long  as  that  enthusiasm  prevailed,  many  of  the 
nobles  imprudently  displayed  their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  free 
dom ;  and  afler  the  successors  of  Probus  had  withdrawn  their 
countenance  from  the  republican  party,  the  senators  were 
unable  to  disguise  their  impotent  resentment.  As  the  sover- 
eign of  Italy,  Maximian  was  intrusted  with  the  care  of  extin- 
guishing this  troublesome,  rather  than  dangerous  spirit,  and 
the  task  was  perfectly  suited  to  his  cruel  temper.  The  most 
illustrious  members  of  the  senate,  whom  Diocletian  always 
afiected  to  esteem,  were  involved,  by  his  colleague,  in  the 
accusation  of  imaginary  plots ;  and  the  possession  of  an  ele- 
gant villa,  or  a  well-cultivated  estate,  was  interpreted  as  a 
convincing  evidence  of  guilt.^^  The  camp  of  the  Praetorians, 
which  had  so  long  oppressed,  began  to  protect,  the  majesty  of 
Rome ;  and  as  those  haughty  troops  were  conscious  of  the 
decline  of  their  power,  they  were  naturally  disposed  to  unite 
[heir  strength  with  the  authority  of  the  senate.  By  the  pru- 
dent measures  of  Diocletian,  the  numbers  of  the  Prsetoriam 
were  insensibly  reduced,  their  privileges  abolished,^  and  their 
place  supplied  by  two  faithful  legions  of  Illyricum,  who,  under 
the  new  titles  of  Jovians  and  Herculians,  were  appointed  to 
perform  the  service  of  the  Imperial  guards.*^     But  the  mos* 

**  Lactant.  de  M.  P.  c.  17.  On  a  similar  occasion,  Ammianue 
-aentions  the  dieaoUat  pUbUt  as  not  very  agreeable  to  an  Imperial  anx. 
See  1  xvi.  0.  10.) 

*^  LactantiiLB  acouses  Maximian  of  destroying  fictis  criminationibuf 
!  irnira  senatCis,  (Be  M.  P.  c.  8.)  Aurelius  Victor  speaks  very  doubt- 
iuLly  of  the  faith  of  Diocletian  towards  his  Mends. 

**  Fruucate  vires  urbis,  imminuto  pretoriarum  cohortium  atijuc  in 
innis  >'iilgi  niimero.  Aurelius  Victor.  Lactantius  attributes  to  Oale- 
au8  the  prosecution  of  the  same  plan,  (c.  26.) 

•^  T>i#jy  were  old  corps  stationed  in  Xllyn^um ;  and  a'HJording  v 
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fatal  tiiough  »'x;ret  wound,  which  the  senate  received  from  the 
hands  of  Dioaetian  and  Maximian,  was  inflicted  by  the  inev- 
itable operation  of  their  absence.  As  long  as  the  en.perort 
resided  at  Rome,  that  assembly  might  be  oppressed,  but  it 
could  scarcely  be  neglected.  The  successors  of  Augustus 
sxeicised  the  power  of  dictating  whatever  laws  their  wisdom 
'  )r  caprice  might  suggest ;  but  those  laws  were  ratified  by  the 
lanction  of  the  senate.  The  model  of  ancient  freedom  w:i8 
preserved  in  its  deliberations  and  decrees  ;  and  wise  princes, 
who  respected  the  prejudices  of  the  Roman  people,  were  in 
some  measure  obliged  to  assume  the  language  and  behavior 
suitable  to  the  general  and  first  magistrate  of  the  republic.  In 
the  armies  and  in  the  provinces,  they  displayed  the  dignity  of 
monarchs ;  and  when  ihey  fixed  their  residence  at  a  distance 
from  the  capital,  they  forever  laid  aside  the  dissimulation 
which  Augustus  had  recommended  to  his  successors.  In  the 
exercise  of  the  legislative  as  well  as  the  executive  power,  the 
sovereign  advised  with  his  ministers,  instead  of  consulting  the 
i^reat  council  of  the  nation.  The  name  of  the  senate  was 
mentioned  with  honor  till  the  last  period  of  the  empire ;  the 
vanity  of  its  members  was  still  flattered  with  honorary  distinc- 
tions ;  ^  but  the  assembly  which  had  so  long  been  the  source, 
and  so  long  the  instrument  of  power,  was  respectfully  suffered 
to  sink  into  oblivion.  The  senate  of  Rome,  losing  all  connec- 
tion with  the  Imperial  court  and  the  actual  constitution,  was 
left  a  venerable  but  useless  monument  of  antiquity  on  the  Cap- 
itoline  hill. 

When  the  Roman  princes  had  lost  sight  of  the  senate  and 
of  their  ancient  capital,  they  easily  forgot  the  origin  and 
nature  of  their  legal  power.  The  civil  offices  of  consul,  of 
proconsul,  of  censor,  and  of  tribune,  by  the  union  of  which  it 
had  been  formed,  betrayed  to  the  people  its  republican  ex- 
traction.    Those  modest  titles  were  laid  aside;®''  and  if  the} 

the  ancient  establishment,  they  each  consisted  of  six  thousand  men. 

Fhey  had  acquired  much  reputation  by  the  use  of  the  plumbaUcBy  or 

larts  loaded  with  lead.    Each  soldier  carried  five  of  these,  which  ho 

'irted  from  a  considerable  distance,  with  great  strength  and  dcxtcri- 

/.    See  Vegetius,  i.  17. 

••  See  the  Theodosian  Code,  1.  vi.  tit.  iL  with  Godefroy's  com.nen- 
••.flry, 

'^  See  the  12th  dissertation  in  Spanheim's  excellent  work  de  TJsu 
V  imUmatom.  Fr  7m  medals,  innoriptions,  and  historians,  he  examine  t 
everv  tiilf^  ''eparat'ly,  and  traces  it  from  Augustus  to  the  moment  of 

{t£  diSHpprariag. 
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Still  iisunguished  their  high  station  by  the  appellation  oi 
Emperor,  or  Imperator,  that  word  was  understood  in  a  ne^n 
and  more  dignified  sense,  and  no  longer  denoted  the  genera 
of  the  Roman  armies,  but  the  sovereign  of  the  Roman  world. 
The  name  of  Emperor,  which  was  at  first  of  a  military  nature, 
was  associat3d  with  another  of  a  more  servile  kind.  The 
epithet  of  Dcminxts,  or  Lord,  in  its  primitive  signification,  wai 
expressive,  not  of  the  authority  of  a  prince  over  his  subjects, 
or  of  a  commander  over  his  soldiers,  but  of  the  despotic  powei 
of  a  master  over  his  domestic  slaves.^®  Viewing  it  in  that 
odious  light,  it  had  been  rejected  with  abhorrence  by  the  first 
Giesars.  Their  resistance  insensibly  became  more  feeble, 
and  the  name  less  odious ;  till  at  length  the  style  of  our  Lord 
and  Emperor  was  not  only  bestowed  by  flattery,  but  was 
regularly  admitted  into  the  laws  and  public  monuments.  Such 
lofty  epithets  were  sufficient  to  elate  and  satisfy  the  most 
excessive  vanity;  and  if  the  successors  of  Diocletian  still 
declined  the  title  of  King,  it  seems  to  have  been  the  effect  not 
so  much  of  their  moderation  as  of  their  delicacy.  Wherever 
the  Latin  tongue  was  in  use,  (and  it  was  the  language  of  gov- 
ernment throughout  the  empire,)  the  Imperial  title,  as  it  was 
peculiar  to  themselves,  conveyed  a  more  respectable  idea  than 
the  name  of  king,  which  they  must  have  shared  with  a  hun- 
dred barbarian  chieftains ;  or  which,  at  the  best,  they  could 
derive  only  from  Romulus,  or  from  Tarquin.  But  the  senti- 
ments of  the  East  were  very  different  from  those  of  the  West. 
From  the  earliest  period  of  history,  the  sovereigns  of  Asia 
had  been  celebrated  in  the  Greek  language  by  the  title  of 
Basileus,  or  King ;  and  since  it  was  considered  as  the  first 
distinction  among  men,  it  was  soon  employed  by  the  servile 
provincials  of  the  East,  in  their  humble  addresses  to  the 
Roman  throne.^^  Even  the  attributes,  or  at  least  the  titles,  of 
the  Divinity,  were  usurped  by  Diocletian  and  Maximian,  who 
transmitted  them  to  a  succession  of  Christian  emperors.^®^ 

••  Pliny  (in  Panegyr.  c.  3,  65t  &c.)  speaks  of  Domintts  with,  execra- 
tion, as  synonymous  to  Tyrant,  and  opposite  to  Prince.  And  the 
Mune  Pliny  regulsily  gives  that  title  (in  the  tenth  book  of  the  epistles) 
to  his  friend  rather  tiian  master,  the  yirtuous  Trajan.  This  strange 
contradiction  puzzles  the  commentators,  who  think,  and  the  transla- 
tors, who  can  write. 

••  Synesiua  de  Regno,  edit.  Petav.  p.  16.     I  am  indebted  for  thii 
]uoUtion  to  the  Abb6  de  la  Bleterie. 
»«»  Sc'  ^'andale  de  Consecratione,  p.  354.  &c.     It  was  mstomary  fe# 
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^^iich  extravagant  compliments,  however,  soon  lose  theii 
impiety  by  losing  their  meaning ;  and  when  the  ear  is  oqcp 
tccustomed  to  the  sound,  they  are  heard  with  indifierence,  aa 
vague  though  excessive  professions  of  respect. 

Prom  the  time  of  Augustus  to  that  of  Diocletian,  the  Roman 
princes,  conversing  in  a  familiar  manner  among  their  fellow- 
citizens,  were  saluted  only  with  the  same  respect  that  wae 
usually  paid  to  senators  and  magistrates.  Their  principal 
distincstion  was  the  Imperial  or  military  robe  of  purple ;  whilst 
the  senator'al  garment  was  marked  by  a  broad,  and  the  eques- 
trian by  a  narrow,  band  or  stripe  of  the  same  honorable  color. 
The  pride,  or  rather  the  policy,  of  Diocletian,  engaged  thai 
artful  prince  to  introduce  the  stately  magnificence  of  the  court 
of  Persia.^®*  He  ventured  to  assume  the  diadem,  an  ornament 
detested  by  the  Romans  as  the  odious  ensign  of  royalty,  and 
the  use  of  which  had  been  considered  as  the  most  desperate 
act  of  the  madness  of  Caligula.  It  was  no  more  than  a  broad 
white  fillet  set  with  pearls,  which  encircled  the  emperor^s 

I   L  - —  ■!  WM  l|-ir  ^Ml  ■  ^M       II     I  Ml     I  I   ■  I  —  "■ 

the  emperors  to  mention  (in  the  preamble  of  laws)  their  nutnen,  sacred 
oic0esty,  divine  oracles^  &c.  According  to  Tillemoiit,  Grep^ory  Kazian- 
/.en  complaiuB  most  bitterly  of  the  profanation,  especially  when  it  wab 
practised  by  an  Arian  emperor.* 

^"'  See  Spaiiheim  dc  Usu  Numismat.  Dissert.  xiL 


*  In  the  time  of  the  republic,  says  Hegewisch,  when  the  coiuiuli,  the 
prstors,  and  the  other  magistrates  appeared  in  public,  to  perform  the 
functions  of  their  office,  their  dignity  was  announced  both  by  the  symbols 
which  use  had  consecrated,  and  the  brilliant  cortege  by  which  they  were 
accompanied.  But  this  dignity  belonged  to  the  office,  not  to  the  indi- 
«ndual ;  this  pomp  belonged  to  the  magistrate,  not  to  the  man.  ♦  *  The 
consul,  followed,  m  the  comitia,  by  all  the  senate,  the  praetors,  the  quses- 
tors,  the  sediles,  the  lictors,  the  apparitors,  and  the  heralds,  on  reentering 
his  house,  was  served  only  by  freedmen  and  by  his  slaves.  The  first 
emperors  went  no  further.  Tiberius  had,  for  his  personal  attendance,  only 
a  moderate  number  of  slaves,  and  a  few  freedmen.  (Tacit.  Ann.  iv.  7.) 
But  in  proportion  as  the  republican  forms  disappeared,  one  after  another, 
the  inclination  of  the  emperors  to  environ  themselves  with  personal  pomp, 
displayed  itself  more  and  more.  *  ♦  The  magnificence  and  the  ceremonial 
of  the  East  were  entirely  introduced  by  Diocletian,  and  were  consecrated 
by  Constantine  to  the  Imperial  use.  Thenceforth  the  palace,  the  court, 
the  table,  all  the  personal  attendance,  distinguished  the  emperoi  from  his 
subjects,  still  more  than  his  superior  dignityi  The  organization  which 
Diocletian  gave  to  his  new  court,  attached  less  honor  and  distinction  tc 
lank  than  to  services  performed  towards  the  members  of  the  Imperiaj 
family.     Hegewisch,  Essai,  Hist,  sur  lei^  Finances  Remains. 

Few  historians  have  characterized,  in  a  moie  pLilusophic  manner,  thf 
-nfluence  of  a  new  institution.  —  G. 

It  is  singular  that  the  son  of  a  slave  reduced  the  haughty  an?i(icrac\  :•' 
•turue  to  tne  offices  ui  servitude.  — M. 
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nead.  The  sumptuous  robes  of  Diocletian  and  his  successors 
were  oL*  silk  and  gold ;  and  it  is  remarked  with  indignation, 
that  even  their  shoes  were  studded  with  the  most  precious 
gems.  The  access  to  their  sacred  person  was  every  day  ren- 
dered more  difficult  by  the  institution  of  new  forms  and  cere- 
monies. The  avenues  of  the  palace  were  strictly  guarded  by 
the  various  schools^  as  they  began  to  be  called,  of  domestic 
officers.  The  interior  apartments  were  intrusted  to  the  jealous 
vigilance  of  the  eunuchs,  the  increase  of  whose  numbers  and 
influence  was  the  most  infallible  symptom  of  the  progress  of 
despotism.  When  a  subject  was  at  length  admitted  to  the 
Imperial  presence,  he  was  obliged,  whatever  might  be  his 
rank,  to  fall  prostrate  on  the  ground,  and  to  adore,  according 
to  the  eastern  fashion,  the  divinity  of  his  lord  and  master.^^ 
Diocletian  was  a  man  of  sense,  who,  in  the  course  of  private 
as  well  as  public  life,  had  formed  a  just  estimate  both  of  him- 
self and  of  mankind  :  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive,  that  in 
substituting  the  manners  of  Persia  to  those  of  Rome,  he  was 
seriously  actuated  by  so  mean  a  principle  as  that  of  vanity. 
He  flattered  himself,  that  an  ostentation  of  splendor  and 
luxury  would  subdue  the  imagination  of  the  multitude  ;  that 
{he  monarch  would  be  less  exposed  to  the  rude  license  of  the 
people  and  the  soldiers,  as  his  person  was  secluded  from  the 
public  view ;  and  that  habits  of  submission  would  insensibly 
be  productive  of  sentiments  of  veneration.  Like  the  modesty 
aflected  by  Augustus,  the  state  maintained  by  Diocletian  was 
a  theatrical  representation  ;  but  it  must  be  confessed,  that  of 
the  two  comedies,  the  former  was  of  a  much  more  liberal  and 
manly  character  than  the  latter.  It  was  the  aim  of  the  one  to 
disguise,  and  the  object  of  the  other  to  display,  the  unbounded 
power  which  the  emperors  possessed  over  the  Roman  world. 

Ostentation  was  the  first  prirciple  of  the  new  system  insti- 
tuted by  Diocletian.  The  second  was  division.  He  divided 
the  empire,  the  provinces,  and  every  branch  of  the  civil  as 
well  as  military  administration.  He  multiplied  the  wheels  of 
the  machine  of  government,  and  rendered  its  operations  lest 
rapid,  but  more  secure.  Whatever  advemtages  and  whatever 
defects  might  attend  these  innovations,  they  must  be  ascribed 
in  a  very  great  degree  to  the  first  inventor ;  but  as  the  new 

^^  AureliuB  Victor.  £utropiuB»  ix.  26.  It  appears  by  the  Panegy- 
nita,  that  the  Romaua  were  soon  reconciled  to  the  name  and  ceremnn> 
li  adoratioa. 
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iVame  of  policy  was  gradually  improved  and  completed  bj 
rucceeding  princes,  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  delay  the 
consideration  of  it  till  the  season  of  its  full  maturity  and  per- 
fection.^^3  Reserving,  therefore,  for  the  reign  of  Constantine 
a  more  exact  picture  of  the  new  empire,  we  shall  content  our- 
lelves  with  describing  the  principal  and  decisive  outline,  as  it 
ras  traced  by  the  hand  of  Diocletian.  He  had  associated 
:hree  colleagues  in  the  exercise  of  the  supreme  power ;  and 
as  he  was  convinced  that  the  abilities  of  a  single  man  were 
inadequate  to  the  public  defence,  he  considered  the  joint  ad- 
ministration of  four  princes  not  as  a  temporary  expedient,  but 
as  a  fundamental  law  of  the  constitution.  It  was  his  intenticm, 
that  the  two  elder  princes  should  be  distinguished  by  the  use 
of  the  diadem,  and  the  title  of  Augusti ;  that,  as  affection  or 
esteem  might  direct  their  choice,  they  should  regularly  call 
to  their  assistance  two  subordinate  colleagues ;  and  that  the 
CasarSy  rising  in  their  turn  to  the  first  rank,  should  supply  an 
uninterrupted  succession  of  emperors.  The  empire  was 
divided  into  four  parts.  The  East  and  Italy  were  the  mos. 
honorable,  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine  the  most  laborious  sta- 
tions. The  former  claimed  the  presence  of  the  Augusti,  the 
latter  were  intrusted  to  the  administration  of  the  Casars, 
The  strength  of  the  legions  was  in  the  hands  of  the  four  part- 
ners of  sovereignty,  and  the  despair  of  successively  vanquish- 
ing four  formidable  rivals  might  intimidate  the  ambition  of 
an  aspiring  general.  In  their  civil  government,  the  emperors 
were  supposed  to  exercise  the  undivided  power  of  the  mon- 
arch, and  their  edicts,  inscribed  with  their  joint  names,  were 
received  in  all  the  provinces,  as  promulgated  by  their  mutual 
councils  and  authority.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions, 
the  political  union  of  the  Roman  world  was  gradually  dis 
solved,  and  a  principle  of  division  was  introduced,  which,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  occasioned  the  perpetual  separation 
of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Empires. 

The  system  of  Diocletian  was  accompanied  with  another 
very  material  disadvantage,  which  cannot  even  at  p  esent  be 
totally  overlooked ;  a  more  expensive  establishment,  and  con- 
sequently an  increase  of  taxes,  and  the  oppression  of  the 

*^  The  izmovatioz^  introduced  by  Diocletian  are  chiefly  deduced 
lit,  from  some  very  strong  passages  in  Lactantius ;  and,  2dly,  fron^ 
the  new  and  various  offices  which,  in  the  Theodosian  coilu,  appeal 
Tlr§cuhf  established  in  the  beginninf;  of  the  reign  of  ConntaDtine 
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people.  Instead  of  a  modest  family  of  slaves  uud  frecdmeii, 
iucYi  as  had  contented  tiie  si^nple  greatness  of  Augustus  anc 
Trajan,  three  or  four  magnificent  courts  were  established  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  empire,  and  as  many  Roman  king$ 
contended  with  each  other  and  with  the  Persian  monarch  for 
the  vain  superiority'  of  pomp  and  luxury.  The  number  of 
ministers,  of  magistrates,  of  officers,  and  of  servants,  whd 
filled  the  different  departments  of  the  state,  was  multiplied 
beyond  the  example  of  former  times  ;  and  (if  we  may  borrow 
the  warm  expression  of  a  contemporary)  "  when  the  propor- 
tion of  those  who  received,  exceeded  the  proportion  of  thoso 
who  contributed,  the  provinces  were  oppressed  by  the  weigh 
of  tributes."  ^^*  From  this  period  to  the  extinction  of  the 
empire,  it  would  be  easy  to  deduce  an  uninterrupted  series  of 
clamors  and  complaints.  According  to  his  religion  and  situa- 
tion, each  writer  chooses  either  Diocletian,  or  Constantine,  or 
Valens,  or  Theodosius,  for  the  object  of  his  invectives ;  but 
they  unanimously  agree  in  representing  the  burden  of  the 
public  impositions,  and  particularly  the  land  tax  and  capita- 
tion, as  the  intolerable  and  increasing  grievance  of  their  own 
times.  From  such  a  concurrence,  an  impartial  historian  who 
is  obliged  to  exiiact  truth  from  satire,  as  well  as  from  pane- 
gyric, will  be  inclined  to  divide  the  blame  among  the  princes 
whom  they  accuse,  and  to  ascribe  their  exactions  much  less 
to  their  personal  vices,  than  to  the  uniform  system  of  their 
administration.^     The   emperor  Diocletian   was   indeed  the 

'^*  Lactant.  de  M.  P.  c  7. 


*  The  most  curioub  document  which  has  come  to  light  since  the  publi 
cation  of  Gibbon's  History,  is  the  edict  of  Diocletian,  published  from  ai* 
mscription  found  at  Eskihissfir,  (Stratoniccia,)  by  Col.  Leake.  This 
inscription  was  first  copied  by  Sherard,  afterwards  much  more  completely 
Dy  Mr.  Bankcs.  It  is  confirmed  and  illustrated  by  a  more  imperfect  copy 
of  the  same  edict,  found  in  the  Levant  by  a  gentleman  of  Aix,  and  brought 
to  this  country  by  M.  Vescovali.  This  edict  was  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
Tour  Caesars,  Diocletian,  Maximian,  Constantius,  and  Oalerius.  It  fixed  a 
maximum  of  prices,  throughout  the  empire,  for  all  the  necessaries  auiH 
commodities  of  life.  The  preamble  insists,  with  great  vehemenccy  on  the 
extortion  and  inhumanity  of  the  venders  and  merchants.  Quis  enim  adec 
obtunisi  (obtusi)  pectores  (is)  et  a  sensu  inhumanitatis  extorris  est  q^ui 
ignorare  potest  iinmo  non  sonserit  in  venalibus  rebus  quae  vel  inmercimomi: 
Aguntur  vel  diurna  urbium  conversatione  tractantur,  in  tantum  se  licen- 

tiam  defusisse,  ut  effra^nata  libido  rapien rum  copia  nee  annorum  uber- 

tatibus  mitigaretur.  The  edict,  as  Col.  Leake  clearly  shows,  was  issued 
A..  C.  303.  Among  the  artio'  3s  of  which  the  maximum  value  is  assessed, 
tie  oil,  sa\t,  honey,  butcher?  meat,  poultry,  game,  fish,  vegetables,  fniit 
the  wages  of  laborers  and  artisans.  Kchnol masters  and  orators,  (dotfcM 


OF    THE    SOMAN    EMPIRE.  441 

author  of  that  system  ;  but  during  his  reign,  the  growing  evif 
was  confined  within  the  bounds  of  modesty  and  discretion 
and  he  deserves  the  reproach  of  establishing  pernicious  pre* 
cedents,  rather  than  of  exercising  actual  oppression.^®^  li 
may  be  added,  that  his  revenues  were  managed  with  prudent 
economy ;  and  that  after  all  the  current  expenses  were  dis 
;*harged,  there  still  remained  in  the  Imperial  treasury  aa 
ample  provision  either  for  judicious  liberality  or  for  any  emer 
gency  of  the  state. 

It  was  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  his  reign  that  Diocletian 
executed  his  memorable  resolution  of  abdicating  the  empire ; 
an  action  more  naturally  to  have  been  expected  from  the 
elder  or  the  younger  Antoninus,  than  from  a  prince  who  had 
never  practised  the  lessons  of  philosophy  either  in  the  attain- 
ment or  in  the  use  of  supreme  power.  Diocletian  acquired 
the  glory  of  giving  to  the  world  the  first  example  of  a  resig- 
nation,*^ which  has  not  been  very  frequently  imitated  by  suc- 
ceeding monarchs.  The  parallel  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  how- 
ever, will  naturally  ofier  itself  to  our  mind,  not  only  since  the 
eloquence  of  a  modern  historian  has  rendered  that  name  so 
familiar  to  an  English  reader,  but  from  the  very  striking  re- 
semblance between  the  characters  of  the  two  emperors,  whose 
political  abilities  were  superior  to  their  military  genius,  and 
whose  specious  virtues  were  much  less  the  effect  of  nature 
than  of  art.     The  abdication  of  Charles  appears  to  have  been 

*^  Indicta  lex  nova  quad  sane  iUorum  temporum  modestiA  tolerab- 
ilis,  in  peniiciem  processit.  Aurel.  Victor.,  who  has  treated  the 
character  of  Diocletian  with  good  sense,  though  in  bad  Latin. 

'"•  Solus  omnium,  post  conditum  Komanum  Imperimn,  qui  ex 
tanto  fastigio  sponte  ad  privatse  vitee  statum  ciyilitatemque  remearet 
Eutrop.  ix.  28. 

ikins,  boots  and  shoes,  harness,  timber,  com,  wine,  and  beer,  (zythus.) 
The  depreciaticn  in  the  value  of  money,  or  the  rise  in  the  price  of  com- 
nodities,  had  been  so  great  during  the  fast  century,  that  butchers'  meat, 
<vhich,  in  the  second  century  of  the  empire,  Tvas  in  Kome  about  two  denarii 
the  pound,  was  now  fixed  at  a  maximum  of  eight.  Col.  Leake  supposes 
the  average  price  could  not  be  less  than  four :  at  the  same  time  the  maxi- 
mum of  the  wages  of  the  agricultural  laborers  was  twenty-five.  The  whole 
edict  is,  perhaps,  the  most  gigantic  efibrt  of  a  blind  though  well-inten- 
uoned  despotism,  to  control  that  which  is,  and  ought  to  be,  bevond  th< 
regulation  of  the  government.  See  an  Edict  of  Diocletian,  by  Col.  Leake, 
London,  1826. 

(^ol.  Leake  has  not  observed  that  this  Edict  is  expressly  named  in  thf 
treatise  de  Mort.  Persecut.  ch.  vii.    Idem  cum  variis  iniquitatibus  immen 
lam  faceret  caritatom,  legem  pretiiK  remm  vcnalium  statu^re  conatus  eat 
— J£ 
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hastened  by  the  vicissitui  3  of  fortune  ;  and  the  diflappoiin 
ment  of  his  favorite  schemes  urged  him  to  relinquish  a  powei 
which  he  found  inadequate  to  his  ambition.  But  the  reign  of 
Diocletian  had  flowed  with  a  tide  of  uninterrupted  success ; 
nor  was  it  till  after  he  had  vanquished  all  his  enemies,  and 
accomplished  all  his  designs,  that  he  seems  to  have  entertained 
unv  serious  thoughts  of  resigning  the  empire.  Neither  Charles 
nor  Diocletian  were  arrived  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  life ; 
since  the  one  was  only  fifty-five,  and  tlie  other  was  no  more 
ihan  fifty-nine  years  of  age;  but  the  active  life  of  those 
princes,  their  wars  and  journeys,  the  cares  of  royalty,  and 
their  application  to  business,  had  already  impaired  their  con 
stitution,  and  brought  on  the  infirmities  of  a  premature  old 
age.i^^"^ 

Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  a  very  cold  and  rainy 
winter,  Diocletian  left  Italy  soon  after  the  ceremony  of  his 
triumph,  and  began  his  progress  towards  the  East  round  the 
circuit  of  the  Illyrian  provinces.  From  the  inclemency  of 
ihe  weather,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  he  soon  contract- 
ed a  slow  illness ;  and  though  he  made  easy  marches,  and 
was  generally  carried  in  a  close  litter,  his  disorder,  before  he 
arrived  at  Nicomedia,  about  the  end  of  the  summer,  was 
become  very  serious  and  alarming.  During  the  whole  winter 
he  was  confined  to  his  palace  :  his  danger  inspired  a  general 
and  unafi^ected  concern  ;  but  the  people  could  only  judge  of 
the  various  alterations  of  his  health,  from  the  joy  or  conster- 
nation which  they  discovered  in  the  countenances  and  beha- 
vior of  his  attendants.  The  rumor  of  his  death  was  for  some 
time  universally  believed,  and  it  was  supposed  to  be  concealed 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  troubles  that  might  have  happened 
during  the  absence  of  the  Csesar  Galerius.  At  length,  how- 
ever, on  the  first  of  March,  Diocletian  once  more  appeared  in 
public,  but  so  pale  and  emaciated,  that  he  could  scarcely  have 
been  recognized  by  those  to  whom  his  person  was  the  most 
familier.  It  was  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  painful  struggle, 
which  he  had  sustained  during  more  than  a  year,  between  the 
care  of  his  health  and  that  of  his  dignity.  The  former  re- 
quired indulgence  and  relaxat  on,  the  latter  compelled  him  to 
direct,  from  the  bed  of  sicknMs,  the  administration  of  a  great 


><"  The  particulars  of  the  journey  and  illness  are  taken  from  Lar  - 
(antius,  (c.  17,)  who  may  sometimes  be  admitted  as  an  e>i4o*)ce  (•! 
public  facts,  though  very  se.dom  of  private  anecdotes-. 
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empire.  He  resolved  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
honorable  repose,  to  place  his  glory  beyond  the  reach  of  for- 
tune, and  to  relinquish  the  theatre  of  the  world  to  his  youngei 
and  more  active  associates. ^o® 

The  ceremony  of  his  abdication  was  performed  in  a 
spacious  plain,  about  three  miles  from  Nicomedia.  The  em- 
peror ascended  a  lofty  throne,  and  in  a  speech,  full  of  reason 
and  dignity,  declared  his  intention,  both  to  the  people  and  to 
the  soldiers  who  were  assembled  on  this  extraordinary  occa- 
sion.    As  soon  as  he  had  divested  himself  of  his  purple,  he 
withdrew  from  the  gazing  multitude;  and  traversing  the  city 
in  a  covered  chariot,  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  the  favorite 
retirement  which  he  had  chosen  in  his  native  country  of  Dal- 
matia.     On  the  same   day,  which  was  the   firet  of  May,*®* 
Maximian,  as  it  had  been   previously  concerted,  made   his 
resignation  of  the  Imperial  dignity  at  Milan.     Even  in  the 
splendor  of  the  Roman  triumph,  Diocletian  had  meditated  hib 
design  of  abdicating  the  government.     As  he  wished  to  secure 
the  obedience  of  Maximian,  he  exacted  from  him  either  a 
general  assurance  that  he  would  submit  his  actions  to  the  au- 
thority of  his  benefactor,  or  a  particular  promise  that  he  would 
descend  from  the  throne,  whenever  he  should  receive  the  ad- 
vice and  the  example.     This  engagement,  though  it  was  con- 
firmed by  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  before  the  altar  of  the 
Capitoline  Jupiter,^^®  would  have  proved  a  feeble  restraint  on 
the  fierce  temper  of  Maximian,  whose  passion  was  the  love  of 
power,  and  who  neither  desired  present  tranquillity  nor  future 

'^  Aurelius  Victor  ascribes  the  abdication,  which  had  been  m 
f  unously  accounted  for,  to  two  causes  :  1st,  Diocletian's  contempt  of 
ambition ;  and  2dly,  His  apprehension  of  impending  troubles.  On« 
of  the  panegyrists  (vi.  9)  mentions  the  age  and  infirmities  of  Diocle- 
tian as  a  very  natuial  reason  for  his  retirement.* 

**  The  difficnlties  as  well  as  mistakes  attending  the  dates  both  Oj 
the  year  and  of  the  day  of  Diocletian's  abdication,  are  peifiectly 
cleared  up  by  Tillemont,  Hist,  dee  Empereurs,  torn.  iv.  p.  525,  note 
\9,  and  by  Pagi  ad  annum. 

"*  See  Panegyr.  Veter.  vi.  9.  The  oration  wa»  pronounced  aftei 
Maximian  had  reassumed  the  purple. 

*  Constantine  (Orat.  ad  Sanct.  c.  401)  more  than  insinuated  that  de> 
I  angement  of  mind,  connected  with  the  confla^ation  of  the  palace  at 
Ni  icomedia  by  lightning,  was  the  cause  of  his  abdication.  But  Heinichen, 
ID  A  very  sensible  note  on  this  passage  in  Eusebius,  while  he  admite  that 
tiis  long  illness  might  produce  a  temporary  depression  of  spirits,  trium 
^hantly  appeals  to  the  philosophical  conduct  of  Diocletian  in  his  leiieat 
Ukd  the  immencp  which  he  still  re*: lined  on  public  affairs.  — M. 
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reputation.  But  he  yielded,  however  reluctantly,  to  the  as^ 
pendant  which  his  wiser  colleague  had  acquired  over  him,  and 
retired,  immediately  after  his  abdication,  to  a  villa  in  Lucania, 
where  it  was  almost  impossible  that  such  an  impatient  spirit 
could  find  any  lasting  tranquillity. 

Diocletian,  who,  I'rom  a  servile  origin,  had  raised  himself  to 
he  throne,  passed  the  nine  last  years  of  his  life  in  a  private 
condition.  Reason  had  dictated,  and  content  seems  to  have 
accompanied,  his  retreat,  in  which  he  enjoyed,  for  a  long  tim^, 
:he  respect  of  those  prmces  to  whom  he  had  resigned  the  pos- 
session of  the  world.i^i  It  is  seldom  that  minds  long  exer- 
cised in  business  have  formed  the  habits  of  conversing  with 
themselves,  and  in  the  loss  of  power  they  principally  regret  the 
want  of  occupation.  The  amusements  of  letters  and  of  de- 
votion, which  afford  so  many  resources  in  solitude,  were  inca- 
pable of  fixing  the  attention  of  Diocletian ;  but  he  had  pre- 
served, or  at  least  he  soon  recovered,  a  taste  for  the  moBt 
Innocent  as  well  as  natural  pleasures,  and  his  leisure  hours 
were  sufficiently  employed  in  building,  planting,  and  garden- 
jag.  His  answer  to  Maximian  is  deservedly  celebrated.  He 
was  soli^tited  by  that  restless  old  man  to  reassume  the  reina 
of  government,  and  the  Imperial  purple.  He  rejected  the 
temptation  with  a  smile  of  pity,  calmly  observing,  that  if  he 
could  show  Maximian  the  cabbages  which  he  had  planted  with 
his  own  hands  at  Salona,  he  should  no  longer  be  urged  to 
relinquish  the  enjoyment  of  happiness  for  the  pursuit  of 
power.^^2  In  his  conversations  with  his.friends,  he  frequently 
acknowledged,  that  of  all  arts,  the  most  difficult  was  the  art 
of  reigning ;  and  he  expressed  himself  on  that  favorite  topic 
with  a  degree  of  warmth  which  could  be  the  result  only  of 
experience.  "  How  often,"  was  he  accustomed  to  say,  "  is  it 
the  interest  of  four  or  five  ministers  to  combine  together  to 
deceive  their  sovereign  !  Sec  uded  from  mankind  by  his  ex- 
alted dignity,  the  truth  is  concealed  from  his  knowledge ;  he 
can  aee  only  with  their  eyes,  he  hears  nothing  but  their  mis- 
representations.    He  confers  the  most  important   offices  upon 

"1  Eiunenius  pays  him  a  very  fine  compliment:  *'At  enim  divi- 
num.lilum  virum,  qui  primus  imperium  et  participavit  et  posuit, 
consilii  ct  facti  sui  non  pcenitet ;  nee  amisisse  se  putat  quod  sponte 
tranttcripsit*  Felix  beatusque  vere  quern  vestra,  tantorum  piindpum. 
solunt  nbsequia  privatum.*-     Panegyr.  Vet.  vii.  16. 

*'*  We  are  obliged  to  the  younger  Victor  for  this  celebrated  '^a» 
Eutropius  mentions  the  thing  in  a  mere  (general  muioer. 
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fice  aad  weakness,  and  disgraces  the  most  virtuous  and  de- 
lemng  among  his  subjects.  By  such  infamous  arts,''  added 
Diocletian,  ^*  the  best  and  wisest  princes  are  sold  to  the  venal 
corruption  of  their  courtiers."  ^^^  \  j^gt  estimate  of  great- 
ness, and  the  assurance  of  immortal  fame,  improve  our  relish 
for  the  pleasures  of  retirement ;  but  the  Roman  emperor  had 
nlled  too  important  a  character  in  the  world,  to  enjoy  without 
allay  the  comforts  and  security  of  a  private  condition.  It  wa» 
impossible  that  he  could  remain  ignorant  of  the  troubles  which 
afHicted  the  empire  a:\er  his  abdication.  It  was  impossible 
that  ho  could  be  indifferent  to  their  consequences.  Fear, 
sorrow,  and  discontent,  sometimes  pursued  him  into  the  soli- 
tude of  Salona.  His  tenderness,  or  at  least  his  pride,  was 
deeply  wounded  by  the  misfortunes  of  his  wife  and  daughter ; 
and  the  last  moments  of  Diocletian  were  imbittered  by  some 
aiflhonts,  which  Licinius  and  Constantine  might  have  spared 
the  father  of  so  many  emperors,  and  the  first  author  of  their 
own  fortuiso.  A  report,  though  of  a  very  doubtful  nature,  has 
reached  our  times,  that  he  prudently  withdrew  himself  from 
their  power  by  a  voluntary  death.^^^ 

Before  we  dismiss  the  consideration  of  the  life  and  charac- 
ter of  Diocletian,  we  may,  for  a  moment,  direct  our  view  to 
Che  place  of  his  retirement.  Salona,  a  principal  city  of  hia 
native  province  of  Dalmatia,  was  near  two  hundred  Roman 
miles  (according  to  the  measurement  of  the  public  highways) 
from  Aquileia  and  the  confines  of  Italy,  and  about  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  from  Sirmium,  the  usual  residence  of  the 
emperors  whenever  they  visited  the  Illyrian  frontier.^**  A 
miserable  village  still  preserves  the  name  of  Salona ;  but  so 
late  as  the  sixteenth  century,  the  remains  of  a  theatre,  and  a 
confused  prospect  of  broken  arches  and  marble  columns,  coa 
\  nued  to  attest  its  ancient  splendor.  ^^^     About  six  or  seven 

"'  Hist  August,  p.  223,  224.    Yopiscus  had  learned  this  conver 
Jttion  from  his  feither. 

"*  The  younger  Victor  slightly  mentions  the  report.  But  as  Dio- 
eletian  had  disobliged  a  powerfal  and  successful  party,  his  memory 
tias  been  loaded  with  every  crime  and  misfortune.  It  has  been 
f  ffirmed  that  he  died  ra;nng  mad,  tha^,  he  was  condemned  as  a  crim- 
inal by  the  Roman  senate,  &c. 

"•  See  the  Itiner.  p.  269,  272,  edit  Weasel. 

"*  The  Abate  Portis,  m  his  Yiaggio  in  Dalmazia,  p.  48,  (piintea 
11  Venice  in  the  year  1774,  in  two  small  volumes  in  quarto,)  quotes 
*  MS.  account  of  the  antiquities  of  Salona,  composed  by  GiambattintJi 
iliustiniani  about  the  middle  of  the  xvith  century. 
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miles  from  the  city,  Diocletian  constructed  a  magnificen 
palace,  and  we  may  infer,  from  the  greatness  of  the  work< 
how  long  he  had  meditated  his  design  of  abdicating  the 
empire.  The  choice  of  a  spot  which  united  all  that  could 
contribute  either  to  health  or  to  luxury,  did  not  require  Jhe 
partiality  of  a  native.  "  The  soil  was  dry  and  fertile,  the  aii 
is  pure  and  wholesome,  and  though  extremely  hot  during  the 
summer  months,  this  country  seldom  feels  those  sultry  and 
noxious  winds,  to  which  the  coasts  of  Istria  and  some  parts 
of  Italy  are  exposed.  The  views  from  the  palace  are  no  less 
beautiful  than  the  soil  and  climate  were  inviting.  Towarda 
the  west  lies  the  fertile  shore  that  stretches  along  the  Adriatic, 
in  which  a  number  of  small  islands  are  scattered  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  give  this  part  of  the  sea  the  appearance  of  a 
great  lake.  On  the  north  side  lies  the  bay,  which  led  to  the 
ancient  city  of  balona  ;  and  the  country  beyond  it,  appearing 
in  sight,  forms  a  proper  contrast  to  that  more  extensive  pros- 
pect of  water,  which  ihe  Adriatic  presents  both  to  the  south 
and  to  the  east.  Towards  the  north,  the  view  is  terminated 
by  high  and  irregular  mountains,  situated  at  a  proper  distance, 
and  in  many  places  covered  with  villages,  woods,  and  vine- 
yards.ii'' 

Though  Constantine,  from  a  very  obvious  prejudice,  affects 
to  mention  the  palace  of  Diocletian  with  contempt,^  ^®  yet  one 
of  their  successors,  who  could  only  see  it  in  a  neglected  and 
mutilated  state,  celebrates  its  magnificence  in  terms  of  the 
highest  admiration.ii^  It  covered  an  extent  of  ground  consist- 
ing of  between  nine  and  ten  English  acres.  The  form  was 
quadrangular,  flanked  with  sixteen  towers.  Two  of  the  sides 
were  near  six  hundred,  and  the  other  two  near  seven  hundred 
feet  in  length.     The  whole  was  constructed  of  a  beautiful 

"^  Adam's  Antiquities  of  Diocletian's  Palace  at  Spalatro,  p.  6 
SVe  may  add  a  circumstance  or  two  from  the  Abate  Fortis :  the  little 
stream  of  the  Hyader,  mentioned  by  Lucan,  produces  most  exquisite 
iiout,  which  a  sagacious  writer,  perhaps  a  monk,  supposes  to  haye 
been  one  of  the  principal  reasons  that  determined  Diocletian  in  the 
;:hoioe  of  his  retirement.  Fortis,  p.  45.  The  same  author  (p.  38) 
observes,  that  a  taste  for  agriculture  is  reviving  at  Spalatro;  and 
that  an  cxperiirtental  farm  has  lately  been  established  near  the  city, 
oy  a  society  of  gentlemen. 

»*•  Con»t«ntin.  Orat.  ad  Coetum  Sanot.  5.  26.  In  this  sermon,  th€ 
em]>ercr.  or  tb?  bi8ho^«  who  composed  it  for  him,  affects  to  r^t»  thf 
oiiserable  end  oi  all  th<i  persecutors  of  the  church. 

"•  ConstaivUn.  porn>iVT.  <1*»  S»  atu  Imr^r   v   Hh 
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freestone,  extracted  from  the  neighboring  quarries  of  Tmu, 
or  Tragutium,  and  very  little  inferior  to  marble  itself.  Fou 
streets,  intersecting  each  other  at  right  angles,  divided  the 
§everal  parts  of  this  great  edifice,  and  the  approach  to  the 
principal  apartment  was  from  a  very  stately  entrance,  which 
is  still  denominated  the  Grolden  Gate.  The  approach  was 
terminated  by  a  peristylium  of  granite  columns,  on  one  sid^ 
of  which  we  discover  the  square  temple  of  iEsculapius,  or 
the  other  the  octagon  temple  of  Jupiter.  The  latter  of  those 
deities  Diocletian  revered  as  the  patron  of  his  fortunes,  the 
former  as  the  protector  of  his  health.  By  comparing  the 
present  remains  with  the  precepts  of  Vitruvius,  the  several 
parts  of  the  building,  the  baths,  bed-chamber,  the  atrium^  the 
basilica^  and  the  Cyzicene,  Corinthian,  and  Egyptian  halls 
have  been  described  with  some  degree  of  precision,  or  at  least 
of  probability.  Their  forms  were  various,  their  proportions 
just ;  but  they  all  were  attended  with  two  imperfections,  very 
repugnant  to  our  modern  notions  of  taste  and  conveniency. 
I'hese  stately  rooms  had  neither  windows  nor  chimneys. 
They  were  lighted  from  the  top,  (for  the  building  seems  to 
have  consisted  of  no  more  than  one  story,)  and  they  received 
their  heat  by  the  help  of  pipes  that  were  conveyed  along  the 
walls.  The  range  of  principal  apartments  was  protected 
towards  the  south-west  by  a  portico  five  hundred  and  seven- 
teen feet  long,  which  must  have  formed  a  very  noble  and 
delightful  walk,  wf.ien  the  beauties  of  painting  and  sculpture 
were  added  to  those  of  the  prospect. 

Had  this  magnificent  edifice  remained  in  a  solitary  country, 
it  would  have  been  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  time ;  but  it 
might,  perhaps,  have  escaped  the  rapacious  industry  of  man. 
The  village  of  Aspalathus,^^^  and,  long  afterwards,  the  provin- 
cial town  of  Spalatro,  have  grown  out  of  its  ruins.  The 
Golden  Gate  now  opens  into  the  market-place.  St.  John  the 
Baptist  has  usurped  the  honors  of  iEsculapius  ;  Q.nd  the  temple 
of  Jupiter,  under  the  protection  of  the  Virgin,  is  converted  into 
the  cathedral  church.  For  this  account  of  Diocletian's  palace 
we  are  principally  indebted  to  an  ingenious  artist  of  our  own 
time  and  country,  whom  a  very  liberal  curiosity  carried  into 
'iie  heart  of  Dalmatia.^^^     But  there  is  room  to  suspect  that 

'■•  D'Anyille,  Geographic  Ancienne,  torn.  i.  p.  1C2. 

*'  MesMieuTB  Aaam  and  Clerisseau,  attended  by  twc  r>a>i{7ht«<m0n 
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rhe  elogance  of  his  designs  and  engraving  has  somewhat  flat- 
xred  the  objects  which  it  was  their  [)urpose  to  represent.  We 
are  informed  by  a  more  recent  and  very  judicious  traveller, 
that  the  awful  ruins  of  Spalatro  are  not  less  expressive  of  the 
decline  of  the  arts  than  of  the  greatness  of  the  Roman  empire 
in  the  time  of  Diocletian.^^  If  such  was  indeed  the  state  of 
architecture,  we  must  naturally  believe  that  painting  and 
sculpture  had  experienced  a  still  more  sensible  decay.  The 
practice  of  architecture  is  directed  by  a  few  general  and  ever 
mechanical  rules.  But  sculpture,  and,  above  all,, painting, 
propose  to  themselves  the  imitation  not  only  of  the  forms  of 
aftture,  but  of  the  characters  and  passions  of  the  human  soul. 
Ift  those  sublime  arts,  the  dexterity  of  the  hand  is  of  little 
avail,  unless  it  is  animated  by  fancy,  and  guided  by  the  most 
correct  taste  and  observation. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  the  civil  distrac- 
tions of  the  empire,  tne  license  of  the  soldiers,  the  inroads  of 
the  barbarians,  and  the  progress  of  despotism,  had  proved 
very  unfavorable  to  genius,  and  even  to  Iwirning.  The  sue 
, cession  of  Illyrian  princes  restored  the  empire  without  restor- 
ag  the  sciences.  Their  military  education  was  not  calculat- 
ed *)  mspire  them  with  the  love  of  letters ;  and  even  the 
mind  ot  Diocletian,  however  active  and  capacious  in  business, 
was  totally  uninformed  by  study  or  speculation.  The  profes- 
sions of  law  and  physic  are  of  such  common  use  and  certain 
profit,  that  they  will  always  secure  a  sufficient  number  of 
practitioners,  endowed  with  a  reasonable  degree  ol  abilities 
find  knowledge  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  students  in 
those  two  faculties  appeal  to  any  celebrated  masters  who  have 
flourished  within  that  period.  The  voice  of  poetry  was  silent 
History  was  reduced  to  dry  and  confused  abridgments,  alike 
destitute  of  amusement  and  instruction.  A  languid  and  affect- 
ed eloquence  was  still  retained  in  the  pay  and  service  of  the 


visited  Spalatro  in  the  month  of  July,  1757.  The  magnificent  work 
which  their  journey  produced  was  published  in  London  seven  yeaxB 
■lierwHids. 

**"  I  shall  quote  the  words  of  the  Abate  Fortis.  *<  E'bastevolmeiitt 
nota  agU  amatori  dell'  Architettiura,  e  dell'  Antichita,  Topera  del 
Bignor  Ai>am»,  che  a  donato  molto  a  que'  superb!  yestigi  coll'  abituale 
rleganza  \iel  nuo  t«)ccalapis  e  del  bulino.  In  generale  la  roszesM  del 
icalpello,  e'l  c&ttivo  ffusto  del  secolo  yi  gareggiano  roJta  ii4agni£cens8 
lei  fahrinato  "  S«e  Viaggio  in  DaUnazia,  p.  40. 
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emperors,  x  ho  encouraged  not  any  arts  except  those  which 
contributed  to  the  gratification  of  their  pride,  or  the  defence 
of  their  power.  ^^3 

The  declining  age  of  learning  and  of  mankinu  is  marked 
however,  by  the  rise  and  rapid  progress  of  the  new  Plaionists 
The  school  of  Alexandria  silenced  those  of  Athens ;  and  thf 
incient  sects  enrolled  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the 
more  fashionable  teachers,  who  recommended  their  system  by 
the  novelty  of  their  method,  and  the  austerity  of  their  man 
ners.  Several  of  these  masters,  Ammonius,  Plotinus,  Ame 
lius,  and  Porphyryj^^**  were  men  of  profound  thought  ana 
intense  application ;  but  by  mistaking  the  true  object  of  philos- 
ophy, their  labors  contributed  much  less  to  improve  than  to 
corrupt  the  human  understanding.  The  knowledge  that  is 
suited  to  our  situation  and  powers,  the  whole  compass  of  moral 
natural,  and  mathematical  science,  was  neglected  by  the  new 
Platonists ;  whilst  they  exhausted  their  strength  in  the  verbal 
disputes  of  metaphysics,  attempted  to  explore  the  secrets  of 
the  invisible  world,  and  studied  to  reconcile  Aristotle  witn 
Plato,  on  subjects  of  which  both  these  philosophers  were  as 
Ignorant  as  the  rest  of  mankind.  Consuming  their  reason  in 
hese  deep  but  unsubstantial  meditations,  their  minds  were 
exposed  to  illusions  of  fancy.  They  flattered  themselves  that 
they  possessed  the  secret  of  disengaging  the  soul  from  its  cor- 
poreal prison;  claimed  a  familiar  intercourse  with  demons 
and  spirits  ;  and,  by  a  very  singular  revolution,  converted  the 
study  of  philosophy  into  that  of  magic.  The  ancient  sages 
had  derided  the  popular  superstition ;  after  disguising  its  ex- 
travagance by  the  thin  pretence  of  allegory,  the  disciples  of 
Plotinus  and  Porph3nry  became  its  most   zealous   defenders. 

*"  The  orator  Eumenius  was  secretary  to  the  emperors  Maximiaii 
and  Constantius,  and  Professor  of  Rhetoric  in  the  college  of  Autun. 
His  salary  was  six  hundred  thousand  sesterces,  which,  according  tc 
the  lowest  computation  of  that  age,  must  have  exceeded  three  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year.  He  generously  requested  the  permission  of  em- 
ploying it  in  rebuilding  the  college.  See  his  Oration  De  Kestaurandii 
SchoHs ;  which,  though  not  exempt  firom  vanity,  may  atone  for  his 
panegyrics. 

***  Porphyry  died  about  the  time  of  Diocletian's  abdication.  Tnc 
life  of  his  master  Plotinus,  which  he  composed,  will  give  us  the  most 
complete  idea  of  the  genius  of  the  sect,  and  the  manners  of  its  pro- 
fessors. This  very  curious  piece  is  inserted  in  Fabricius,  Bibliothect 
Gbeoa,  torn.  iv.  p.  88 — 148. 

22 
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A.S  ihey  agreed  with  the  Christians  in  a  few  mysterious  points 
of  faith,  Jicy  attacked  the  remainder  of  their  theological  sys- 
tem with  all  the  fury  of  civil  war.  The  new  Platonists  would 
scarcely  deserve  a  place  in  the  history  of  science,  but  in 
hat  of  the  church  the  mention  of  them  wil!  virr  frequerl^y 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

toUBLES    AFTER  THE  ABDICATION  OF  DIOCLETIAN. lEATB  (> 

CONSTANTIUS. ELEVATION    OF   CONSTANTINE   AND   MAXK!* 

Tins. SIX    EMPERORS     AT     THE    SAME     TIME. DJBATH    O? 

MAXIMIAN  AND  GALERIUS.  —  VICTORIES  OF  CONSTANTINE 
OVER  MAIENTIUS  AND  LICINIUS.  —  REUNION  OF  THE  EMPIRE 
UNDER   THE   AUTHORITY   OF   CONSTANTINE. 

The  balance  of  power  established  by  Diocletian  subsisted  no 
longer  than  while  it  was  sustained  by  the  firm  and  dexterous 
hand  of  the  founder.  It  required  such  a  fortunate  mixture  of 
different  tempers  and  abilities,  as  could  scarcely  be  found  or 
even  expected  a  second  time  ;  two  emperors  without  jealousy, 
two  CsBsars  without  ambition,  and  the  same  general  interest 
invariably  pursued  by  four  independent  princes.  The  abdica- 
tion of  Diocletian  and  Maximian  was  succeeded  by  eighteen 
years  of  discord  and  confusion.  The  empire  was  afflicted  by 
five  civil  wars ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  was  not  so  much 
a  state  of  tranquillity  as  a  suspension  of  arms  between  several 
nostile  monarchs,  who,  viewing  each  other  with  an  eye  of 
fear  and  hatred,  strove  to  increase  their  respective  forces  at 
the  expense  of  their  subjects. 

As  soon  as  Diocletian  and  Maximian  had  resigned  the  pur- 
ple, their  station,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion, was  filled  by  the  two  Caesars,  Constantius  and  (Valerius, 
who  immediately  assumed  the  title  of  Augustus.* 

The  honors  of  seniority  and  precedence  were  allowed  to 
the  former  of  those  princes,  and  he  continued  under  a  new 
appellation  to  administer  his  ancient  department  of  Gaul, 
Spain,  and  Britain.  The  government  of  those  ample  prov- 
inces was  sufficient  to  exercise  his  talents  and  to  satisfy  his 
ambition.      Clemency,  temperance,  and   moderation,  distin- 


*  M.  de  Montesqiiieu  (Considerations  sur  la  Grandeur  et  la  Deca- 
dence dcs  Romains,  c.  17)  supposes,  on  the  authority  of  Orosir.s  aiT^ 
Eusebius,  that,  on  this  occasion,  the  empire,  for  the  first  time,  wa^ 
^aiiy  divided  into  two  parts.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  discover  ir 
fhat  respect  the  plan  of  Galerrna  diffored  fix)m  that  of  Diocletian. 
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guished  the  amiable  character  of  Constantius,  and  his  fortu 
Date  subjects  had  frequently  occasion  to  compare  the  virtues  of 
their  sovereign  with  the  passions  of  Maximian,  and  even  wit! 
the  arts  of  Diocletian.^  Instead  of  imitating  their  e2istern 
pride  and  magnificence,  Constantius  preserved  the  modesty  of 
a  Roman  prince.  He  declared,  with  unaffected  sincerity,  thai 
his  most  valued  treasare  was  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and 
the  t,  whenever  the  dignity  of  the  throne,  or  the  danger  of  the 
Btate,  required  any  extraordinary  supply,  he  could  depend  with 
confidence  on  their  gratitude  and  liberality .3  The  provincials 
of  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  sensible  of  his  worth,  and  of  their 
own  happiness,  reflected  with  anxiety  on  the  declining  health 
of  the  emperor  Constantius,  and  the  tender  age  of  his  numer- 
ous family,  the  issue  of  his  second  marriage  with  the  daugh- 
ter of  Maximian. 

The  stern  temper  of  Gralerius  was  cast  in  a  very  different 
mould  ;  and  while  he  commanded  the  esteem  of  his  subjects, 
he  seldom  condescended  to  solicit  their  affections.  His  fame 
in  arms,  and,  above  all,  the  success  of  the  Persian  war,  had 
elated  his  haughty  mind,  which  was  naturally  impatient  of  a 
superior,  or  even  of  an  equal.  If  it  were  possible  to  rely  on 
the  partial  testimony  of  an  injudicious  writer,  we  might  ascribe 
the  abdication  of  Diocletian  to  the  menaces  of  Galerius,  and 
relate  the  particulars  of  a  private  conversation  between  the 
two  princes,  in  which  the  former  discovered  as  much  pusilla- 
nimity as  the  latter  displayed  ingratitude  and  arrogance.*     But 


*  Hie  non  modo  amabilis,  sed  etiam  venerabilis  Gallis  fuit ;  pra- 
cipue  qudd  Diocletiani  suspectam  pnidentiam,  et  Maximiani  sanguina- 
riain  violentiam  imperio  ejus  evaserant.     Eutrop.  Breviar.  x.  1. 

'  Divitiis  Provincialium  (mel.  provinciarum)  ac  privatorum  studena, 
flsci  commoda  non  admodum  affectans ;  ducensque  meliuB  publicaa 
opes  a  privatis  haberi,  quam  intra  unnm  claustrum  reservari.  Id.  ibid 
He  carried  this  maxim  so  far,  that  whenever  he  gave  an  entertain- 
ment, he  was  obliged  to  borrow  a  service  of  plate. 

*  Lactantius  de  Mort.  Persecutor,  c.  18.  Were  the  particulars  of 
this  conference  more  consistent  with  truth  and  decency,  we  inight 
■till  ask  how  they  came  to  the  knowledge  of  an  obscure  rhetorician.* 
But  there  are  many  historians  who  put  us  in  mind  of  the  admirable 
•aving  of  the  great  Cond6  to  Cardinal  de  Ret* :  "  Ces  coquins  ijoui 
font  parler  et  agir,  comme  ils  aui-oient  fait  eux-mfimes  k  notre  plat  e/ 

*  This  attack  upon  Lactantius  is  unfounded.  Lactai  tius  was  so  iai 
from  having  been  an  obscure  rhetcrician,  that  he  had  taught  rhetoric  y  ib 
Ucly,  an  i  with  the  greatest  sue'  ?sb,  first  in  Africa,  and  afterwards  ir 
Nicomedia.     His  renutatinn  obtaii    d  him  the  esteem  oi  Coretantine.  wn. 
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these  obscure  anecdotes  are  sufficiently  refuted  by  an  impar 
tial  view  of  the  character  and  conduct  of  Diocletian.  What* 
ever  might  otherwise  have  been  his  intentions,  if  he  hao 
apprehended  any  danger  from  the  violence  of  Galerius,  hu 
good  sense  would  have  instructed  him  to  prevent  the  ignomin- 
ious contest ;  and  as  he  had  held  the  sceptre  with  glory,  he 
would  have  resigned  it  without  disgrace. 

Afler  the  elevation  of  Constantius  and  Galerius  to  the  ran^ 
of  Augusti^  two  nfew  Ccesars  were  required  to  supply  theii 
place,  and  to  complete  the  system  of  the  Imperial  government 
Diocletian  was  sincerely  desirous  of  withdrawing  himself  from 
the  world ;  he  considered  Galerius,  who  had  married  his 
daughter,  as  the  firmest  support  of  his  family  and  of  the  em- 
pire ;  and  he  consented,  without  reluctance,  that  his  successor 
should  assume  the  nerit  as  well  as  the  envy  of  the  important 
nomination.  It  was  fixed  without  consulting  the  interest  01 
inclination  of  the  princes  of  the  West.  Each  of  them  had  a 
son  who  was  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  and  who  might 
have  been  deemed  the  most  natural  candidates  for  the  vacant 
honor.  But  the  impotent  resentment  of  Maximian  ^vas  no 
longer  to  be  dreaded ;  and  the  moderate  Constantius,  though 
he  might  despise  the  dangers,  was  humanely  apprehensive  of 
the  calamities,  of  civil  war.  The  two  persons  whom  Galerius 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Caesar,  were  much  better  suited  to 
serve  the  views  of  his  ambition ;  and  their  principal  recom- 
mendation seems  to  have  consisted  in  the  want  of  merit  or 
personal  consequence.  The  first  of  these  was  Daza,  or,  as 
he  was  afterwards  called,  Maximin,  whose  mother  was  the 
sister  of  Galerius.  The  unexperienced  youth  still  betrayed, 
by  his  manners  and  language,  his  rustic  education,  when,  to 
lis  own  astonishment,  as  well  as  that  of  the  world,  he  was 


mrited  him  to  his  court,  and  intrusted  to  him  the  education  of  his  sol 
CrispuB.  The  facts  which  he  relates  took  place  during  his  own  time ;  h>«i 
cannot  be  accused  of  dishonesty  or  imposture.  Satis  me  vixisse  arbitraboi 
et  officium  homines  implesse  si  labor  mens  aliquos  homines,  ab  erroribus 
liberates,  ad  iter  coeleste  direxerit.  T>e  Opif.  Dei,  cap.  2d.  The  eloquence 
of  Lactantius  has  caused  him  to  be  called  the  Chnstian  Cicero.  Anon 
Gent..— G. 

Yet  no  unprejudiced  person  can  read  this  coarse  and  particular  priyatp 
conyersation  of  the  two  emperors,  without  assenting  to  the  pustice  of  Gib- 
bon's seTeie  sentence.  Bit  the  authorship  of  the  treatise  is  by  no  meant 
certain.  The  fame  of  Lactantius  for  eloquence,  as  well  as  for  truth,  would 
luffer  no  loss  if  it  should  be  adjudged  to  some  more  **  obicnre  ihetoHcian." 
Manfio,  in  his  Leben  Constantius  dee  Oroanen,  concurs  on  this  point  wjit 
Gibbon.    Beylage,  iT  — M 
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invested  by  Diocletian  with  the  purple,  exalted  to  the  dignity 
of  Caesar,  and  intrusted  with  the  sovereign  command  of  Egypt 
and  Syria.^  At  the  same  time,  Severus,  a  faithful  servant, 
Addicted  to  pleasure,  but  not  incapable  of  business,  was  sent 
to  Milan,  to  receive,  from  the  reluctant  hands  of  Maximian« 
the  Caesarian  ornaments,  and  the  possession  of  Italy  and 
Africa.®  According  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  Severus 
acknowledged  the  supremacy  of  the  western  emperor  ;  but  he 
was  absolutely  devoted  to  the  commands*  of  his  benefactor 
Galerius,  who,  reserving  to  himself  the  intermediate  countries 
from  the  confines  of  Italy  to  those  of  Syria,  firmly  established 
his  power  over  three  fourths  of  the  monarchy.  In  the  full 
confidence,  that  the  approaching  death  of  Constantius  would 
leave  him  sole  master  of  the  Roman  world,  we  are  assured 
that  he  had  arranged  in  his  mind  a  long  succession  of  future 
princes,  and  that  he  meditated  his  own  retreat  from  public 
life,  after  he  should  have  accomplished  a  glorious  reign  of 
about  twenty  years.'' 

But  within  less  than  eighteen  months,  two  unexpected  revo- 
utions  overturned  the  ambitious  schemes  of  Galerius.  The 
Ikopes  of  uniting  the  western  provinces  to  his  empire  were  dis- 
appointed by  the  elevation  of  Constantino,  whilst  Italy  and 
Africa  were  lost  by  the  successful  revolt  of  Maxentius. 

I.  The  fame  of  Constantino  has  rendered  posterity  attentive 
to  the  most  minute  circumstances  of  his  life  and  actions.  The 
place  of  his  birth,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  his  mother  Hel 
ena,  have  been  the  subject  not  only  of  literary  but  of  national 
disputes.  Notwithstanding  the  recent  tradition,  which  assigns 
for  her  father  a  British  king,®  we  are  obliged  to  confess,  that 


*  Sublatus  nuper  a  pecoribus  et  silvis  (says  Lactantius  de  M.  P. 
e.  19)  statim  Scutarius,  continuo  Protector,  mox  Tribiinus,  postridie 
Caesar,  accepit  Orientem.  Aurelius  Victor  is  too  liberal  in  giving  him 
the  whole  portion  of  Diocletian. 

^  His  diUgence  and  fidelity  are  acknowledged  even  by  Lactantius, 
de  M.  P.  c.  18. 

^  These  schemes,  however,  rest  only  on  the  very  doubtful  authority 
<>r  liactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  20. 

^  This  tradition,  unknown  to  the  contemporaries  of  Constantine, 
«%'as  invented  in  the  darkness  of  monasteries,  was  embellished  by 
Jeffirey  of  Monmouth,  and  the  writers  of  the  xiith  century,  has  been 
defended  by  our  antiquarians  of  the  last  age,  and  is  seriously  related 
in  the  ponderous  History  of  England,  compUed  by  Mr.  Carte,  (voL  L 
p.  147.)  He  transports,  however,  ^  kingdom  of  CoU,  tlie  imaginary 
fathtr  of  Helena,  from  Essex  to  the  wall  of  Antoninus. 
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Helena  was  the  daughter  of  an  innkeeper  ;  but  at  the 
time,  we  may  defend  the  legality  of  her  marriage,  against 
those  who  have  represented  her  as  the  concubine  of  Constan- 
tius.^  The  great  Constantino  was  most  probably  bom  at 
Naissus,  in  Dacia ;  ^^  and  it  is  not  surprising  that,  in  a  family 
and  province  distinguished  only  by  the  profession  of  arms,  the 
youth  should  discover  very  little  inclination  to  improve  hit 
mind  by  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.^^  He  was  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Caesar ;  but  that  fortunate  event  was  attended  with  hi« 
mother's  divorce;  and  the  splendor  of  an  Imperial  alliance 
reduced  the  son  of  Helena  to  a  state  of  disgrace  and  humili- 
ation. Instead  of  following  Constantius  in  the  West,  he 
remained  in  the  service  of  Diocletian,  signalized  his  valor  in 
the  wars  of  Egypt  and  Persia,  and  graduall  rose  to  the  hon- 
orable station  of  a  tribune  of  the  first  order.  The  figure  of 
Gonstantine  was  tall  and  majestic  ;  he  was  dexterous  in  all  his 

'  Eutropius  (x.  2)  expretief,  in  m  few  words,  the  real  truth,  and  the 
occasion  of  the  error,  "er  obtcuriori  matrimonto  ejus  filius."  Zosimiif 
(1.  ii.  p.  78)  eagerly  seized  the  most  unfavorable  report,  and  is  followed 
by  Orosius,  (vii.  26,)  whose  authority  is  oddly  enough  overlooked  by 
the  indefatigable,  but  partial  Tillemont.  By  insisting  on  the  divorce 
of  Helena,  Diocletian  acknowledged  her  marriage. 

1°  There  are  three  opinions  with  regard  to  the  place  of  Constan- 
tine's  birth.  1.  Our  English  antiquarians  w«re  used  to  dwell  with 
rapture  on  the  words  of  his  panegyrist,  "Britannias  illic  oriendo 
nobiles  fecisti."  But  this  celebrated  passage  may  be  referred  with  as 
much  propriety  to  the  accession  as  to  the  nativity  of  Gonstantine. 
2.  Some  of  the  modem  Greeks  have  ascribed  tho  honor  of  his  birth 
JO  Drepanum,  a  town  on  the  Gulf  of  Nicomedia,  (Cellarius,  torn.  ii. 
.  174,)  which  Constantino  dignified  with  the  name  of  Helenopolis, 
and  Justinian  adorned  with  many  splendid  buildings,  (Procop.  de  Edi 
Bciis,  V.  2.)  It  is  indeed  probable  enough,  that  Helena's  father  kept 
an  inn  at  Drepanum,  and  that  Constantius  might  lodge  there  when 
he  returned  from  a  Persian  embassy,  in  the  reign  of  Aurelian.  But 
in  the  wandering  life  of  a  soldier,  the  place  of  his  marriage,  and  the 
places  where  his  children  are  bom,  have  very  little  connection  with 
each  other.  8.  The  claim  of  Naissus  is  supported  by  the  anonymous 
writer,  published  at  the  end  of  Ammianus,  p.  710,  and  who  in  gen- 
eral copied  very  good  materials ;  and  it  is  confirmed  by  Julius  Fhonl 
cus,  (de  Astrologia,  1. 1.  c.  4,)  who  flourished  under  the  reign  of  Con- 
stantine  himself.  Some  objections  have  been  raised  against  the 
integrity  of  the  text,  and  the  application  of  the  passage  of  Firmicus  ; 
but  the  former  is  established  by  the  best  MSS.,  and  the  latter  is  very 
ably  defended  by  Lipsius  de  Magnitudine  Romana,  1.  iv.  c.  11,  et  aiip 
element. 

^  Literii  minus  instnictus.    Anonym,  ad  Aroraian.  p.  710. 

Q 
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exercises,  intrepid  in  war,  affable  in  peaoe  ;  in  his  whole  con 
duct,  the  active  spirit  of  youth  was  tempered  by  habitual  pni* 
dence ;  and  while  his  mind  was  engrossed  by  ambition,  ht 
appeared  cold  and  insensible  to  the  allurements  of  pleasure 
The  favor  of  the  people  and  soldiers,  who  had  named  him  as 
a  worthy  candidate  for  the  rank  of  Caesar,  served  only  to  ex- 
asperate the  jealousy  of  Galerius ;  and  though  prudence  might 
restrain  him  from  exercising  any  open  violence,  an  absolute 
monarch  is  seldom  at  a  loss  how  to  execute  a  sure  and  secret 
revenge.^^  Every  hour  increased  the  danger  of  Constantine, 
and  the  anxiety  of  his  father,  who,  by  repeated  letters, 
expressed  the  warmest  desire  of  embracing  his  son.  For 
some  time  the  policy  of  Gralerius  supplied  him  with  delays  and 
excuses ;  but  it  was  impossible  long  to  refuse  so  natural  a 
request  of  his  associate,  without  maintaining  his  refusal  by  arms. 
The  permission  of  the  journey  was  reluctantly  granted,  and 
whatever  precautions  the  emperor  might  have  taken  to  intercept 
a  return,  the  consequences  of  which  he,  with  so  much  reason, 
apprehended,  they  were  effectually  disappointed  by  the  incred- 
ible diligence  of  Constantino.^^  Leaving  the  palace  of  Nico- 
media  in  the  night,  he  travelled  post  through  Bythinia,  Thrace 
Dacia,  Pannonia,  Italy,  and  Gaul,  and,  amidst  the  joyful 
acclamations  of  the  people,  reached  the  port  of  Boulogne  in 
the  very  moment  when  his  father  was  preparing  to  embark  foi 
Britain.i* 


^'  Galerius,  or  perhaps  his  own  courage,  exposed  him  to  single 
combat  with  a  Sarmatian,  (Anonym.  p»  710,)  and  with  a  monstrous 
lion.  See  Praxagoras  apud  Photium,  p.  63.  Praxagoras,  an  Athe- 
nian philosopher,  had  written  a  lite  of  Constantine  in  two  books, 
which  are  now  lost.     He  was  a  contemporary. 

*'  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  78,  79.  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  24.  The  formei 
tells  a  very  foolish  story,  that  Constantine  Caused  all  the  post-horses 
which  he  had  used  to  be  hamstrung.  Such  a  bloody  execution,  With* 
out  preventing  a  pursuit,  would  hare  scattered  suspicions,  and  might 
have  stopped  his  journey.* 

"  Anonym,  p.  710.  Panegyt.  Veter.  vii.  4.  But  Zosimus,  1.  iL  p. 
79,  Busebius  de  Yit.  Constant.  1.  L  o.  21,  and  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c. 
24,  suppose,  with  less  accuracy,  that  he  found  his  father  on  his  death  > 
bed.  , 

*  Zosimus  is  not  the  onlj  writer  who  tella  this  story.  The  youngei 
Victor  confirms  it.  Ad  frustrandos  insequentes,  publica  jumenta,  qaaqua 
her  ageret,  interiiciens.  Aurclius  Victor  de  Csesar.  says  the  same  thing, 
G.  as  also  the  Anonymus  Valesii.  —  M. 

Manso,  (Leben  Constantins,)  p.  18,  observes  that  the  story  has  ben 
txaggeratea  ;  he  took  this  precaution  during  the  first  stage  of  his  journey 
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The  British  expedition,  ar.d  an  easy  victory  over  the  barba- 
rians of  Caledonia,  were  the  last  exploits  of  the  reign  of  Con- 
iiantius.  He  ended  his  life  in  the  Imperial  palace  of  York 
ftAeen  months  after  he  had  received  the  title  of  Augustus,  and 
almost  fourteen  years  and  a  half  after  he  had  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Caesar.  His  death  was  immediately  succeeded 
by  the  elevation  of  Constantine.  The  ideas  of  inheritance 
aad  succession  are  so  very  familiar,  that  the  generality  of 
mankind  consider  them  as  founded,  not  only  in  reason,  but  in 
nature  itself.  Our  imagination  readily  transfers  the  same 
principles  from  private  property  to  public  dominion:  and 
whenever  a  virtuous  father  leaves  behind  him  a  son  whoso 
merit  seems  to  justify  the  esteem,  or  even  the  hopes,  of  the 
people,  the  joint  influence  of  prejudice  and  of  affection  opemtes 
with  irresistible  weight.  The  flower  of  the  western  armies 
had  followed  Constantius  into  Britain,  and  the  national  troops 
were  reenforced  by  a  numerous  body  of  Alemanni,  who  obeyed 
the  orders  of  Crocus,  one  of  their  hereditary  chieftains.^*  The 
opinion  of  their  own  importance,  and  the  assurance  that 
Britain,  Gaul,  and  Spain  would  acquiesce  in  their  nomination 
were  diligently  inculcated  to  the  legions  by  the  adherents  of 
Constantine.  The  soldiers  were  asked,  whether  they  could 
hesitate  a  moment  between  the  honor  of  placing  at  their  head 
the  worthy  son  of  their  beloved  emperor,  and  the  ignominy  of 
tamely  expecting  the  arrival  of  some  obscure  stranger,  on 
whom  it  might  please  the  sovereign  of  Asia  to  bestow  the 
armies  and  provinces  of  the  West.  It  was  insinuated  to  them, 
hat  gratitude  and  liberality  held  a  distinguished  nlace  among 
the  virtues  of  Constantine;  nor  did  that  artful  prince  show 
himself  to  the  troops,  till  they  were  prepared  to  salute  him 
with  the  names  of  Augustus  and  Emperor.  The  throne  was 
the  object  of  his  desires ;  and  had  he  been  less  actuated  by 
ambition,  it  was  his  only  means  of  safety.  He  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  character  and  sentiments  of  Galerius,  and 
sufficiently  apprised,  that  if  he  wished  to  live  he  must  deter- 
nino  to  reign.     The  decent  and  even  obstinate   resistance 


*^  Cunctis  qui  aderant  anniter  tibus,  sed  pmoipue  Croco  (alii  Eroco) 
SdcK  ?]  Alamannoruin  Rege,  ^uxilii  gratid  Constantium  comitato, 
Enperium  capit.  Victor  Junior*  c.  41.  This  is  perhaps  the  first  in- 
itanco  of  a  barbarian  king,  who  assisted  the  Homan  arms  with  ao 
independent  body  of  hi6  own  subjects.  The  practice  grew  familiar 
and  at  laAt  bo<*ainc  fatal. 
22* 
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which  he  chose  to  affect,^^  was  contrived  to  justify  his  usuipa 
lion ;  nor  did  he  yield  to  the  acclamations  of  the  army,  til) 
he  had  provided  the  proper  materials  for  a  letter,  which  he 
immediately  despatched  to  the  emperor  of  the  East.  Constan- 
tino informed  him  of  the  melancholy  event  of  his  father's 
death,  modestly  asserted  his  natural  claim  to  the  succession, 
and  respectfully  lamented,  that  the  affectionate  violence  of  his 
troops  had  not  permitted  him  to  solicit  the  Imperial  purple  in 
the  regular  and  constitutional  manner.  The  first  emotions  ot 
Galerius  were  those  of  surprise,  disappointment,  and  rage; 
tnd  as  he  could  seldom  restrain  his  passions,  he  loudly  threat- 
ened, that  he  would  commit  to  the  flames  hoth  the  letter  and 
the  messenger.  But  his  resentment  insensibly  subsided ;  and 
when  he  recollected  the  doubtful  chance  of  war,  when  he  had 
weighed  the  character  and  strength  of  his  adversary^  he  con- 
sented to  embrace  the  honorable  accommodation  which  the 
prudence  of  Constantino  had  led  open  to  him.  Without  either 
condemning  or  ratifying  the  choice  of  the  British  army,  Gale- 
rius accepted  the  son  of  his  deceased  colleague  as  the  sovcr 
eign  of  the  provinces  beyond  the  Alps ;  but  he  gave  him  only 
the  title  of  Caesar,  and  the  fourth  rank  among  the  Roman 
princes,  whilst  he  conferred  the  vacant  place  of  Augustus  on 
his  favorite  Severus.  The  apparent  harmony  of  the  empire 
was  still  preserved,  and  Constantine,  who  already  possessed 
(he  substance,  expected,  without  impatience,  an  opportunity 
of  obtaining  the  honors,  of  supreme  power.^"^ 

The  children  of  Constantius  by  his  secona  marriage  were 
six  in  number,  three  of  either  sex,  and  whose  Imperial  descent 
might  have  solicited  a  preference  over  the  meaner  extraction  of 
^he  son  of  Helena.  But  Constantine  was  in  the  thirty-second 
year  of  his  age,  in  the  full  vigor  both  of  mind  and  body,  at 
the  time  when  the  eldest  of  his  brothers  could  not  possibly  be 
more  than  thirteen  years  old.  His  claim  of  superior  merit 
had  been  allowed  and  ratified  by  the  dying  emperor.^^    In  hi 

^     '"^f^m^^^^^^ma^   I    I    ■    ^mm  »     ■    ami  ■■■    «  ^■■^m^»»im      ■       iii  ■     ■■!■  .  ■       ■      ■    ■    —■»■■  ■■■■■■  »■ » ^i^f^^p^^^^^  — .^^m^i^b^m^ 

'*  His  panegyrist  Enmenius  (vii.  8)  ventures  to  affirm,  in  the  pret- 
ence of  Constantine,  that  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  tried,  but  in 
rain,  to  escape  from  the  hands  of  his  » }ldiers. 

''  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  25.  Eumenius  (vii  8)  gives  a  rheUnical 
torn  to  the  whole  transaotion. 

*'  The  choice  of  Constantine,  by  his  dying  father,  which  is  war- 
ranted by  reason,  and  insinuated  by  Eumenius,  seems  to  be  confizmed 
by  the  most  unexceptionable  authority,  the  concurring  evidence  ci 
Lactantius  (de  M.  P.  c.  24)  and  of  Libanius,  (Oratio  i.,)  of  Eusefarai 
fin  Vit.  Constantin.  1.  i.  c.  18,  21)  and  of  JuUan,  (Oratio  L) 
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ktt  moments  Constantius  bequeathed  to  hb  eldest  «oq  the  care 
of  the  safety  as  well  as  greatness  of  the  family ;  conjuring 
him  to  assume  both  the  authority  and  the  sentiments  of  i 
father  with  regard  to  the  children  of  Theodora.  Their  libenJ 
education,  advantageous  marriages,  the  secure  dignity  of 
their  lives,  and  the  first  honors  of  the  state  with  which  they 
vere  invested,  attest  the  iraternal  affection  of  Constantino , 
and  as  those  princes  possessed  a  mild  and  grateful  disposition, 
they  submitted  without  reluctance  to  the  superiority  of  his 
genius  and  fortune.^' 

II.  The  ambitious  spirit  of  Gralerius  was  scarcely  reconciled 
to  the  disappointment  of  his  views  upon  the  Gallic  provinces, 
before  the  unexpected  loss  of  Italy  wounded  his  pride  as  well 
as  power  in  a  still  more  sensible  part.  The  long  absence  of 
the  emperors  had  filled  Rome  with  discontent  and  indigna- 
tion ;  and  the  people  gradually  discovered,  that  the  preference 
given  to  Nicomedia  and  Milan  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
particular  inclination  of  Diocletian,  but  to  the  permanent  form 
of  government  which  he  had  instituted.  It  was  in  vain  that,  a 
few  months  af\er  his  abdication,  his  successors  dedicated, 
under  his  name,  those  magnificent  baths,  whose  ruins  still 
supply  the  ground  as  well  as  the  materials  for  so  many 
churches  and  convents.^  The  tranquillity  of  those  elegant 
recesses  of  ease  and  luxury  was  disturbed  by. the  impatient 
murmurs  of  the  Romans,  and  a  report  was  insensibly  circulat- 
ed, that  the  sums  expended  in  erecting  those  buildings  would 
soon  be  required  at  their  hands.  About  that  time  the  avarice 
of  Gralerius,  or  perhaps  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  had  in- 
duced him  to  make  a  very  strict  and  rigorous  inquisition  into 
the  property  of  his  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of  a  general 


'*  Of  the  three  sisters  of  Constantine,  Constantia  married  the 
emperor  Licinius,  Anastasia  the  Csesar  Bassianus,  and  Eutropia  the 
eonsul  Nepotianus.  The  three  brothers  were,  Dalmatias,  Julius  Con- 
■tantius,  and  Annibalianu8»  of  whom  we  shall  hare  occasion  to  speak 
huroafter. 

'  See  Gruter  Inscrip.  p.  178.  The  six  princes  are  all  mentioned 
Kocletian  and  Maximian  as  the  senior  Augusti,  and  fathers  of  the 
emperors.  They  jointly  dedicate,  for  the  use  of  their  own  Romans, 
this  magnificent  edifice.  The  architects  have  delineated  the  ruins  of 
these  ThemuB,  and  the  antiquarians,  particularly  Donatus  and  Xax- 
dini,  have  ascertained  the  ground  wMch  they  covered.  One  of  the 
great  rooms  i^  now  the  Carth^isian  church ;  and  even  one  of  the 
porter^s  lodgee  is  sufficient  to  form  ao other  chureh,  which  belongs  tc 
the  FeniUana. 
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laxauon,  both  on  their  ands  and  on  their  persons.  A  rer) 
minute  survey  appears  u  have  been  taken  of  their  real  ^^states; 
sind  wherever  there  was  the  slightest  suspicion  of  conceal- 
ment, torture  was  very  freely  employed  to  obtain  a  sincera 
declaration  of  their  personal  wealth.^i  The  privileges  which 
had  exalted  Italy  above  the  rank  of  the  provinces  were  no 
longer  regarded :  *  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue  already 
began  to  number  the  Roman  people,  and  to  settle  the  propor- 
tion of  the  new  taxes.  Even  when  the  spirit  of  freedom  had 
been  utterly  extinguished,  the  tamest  subjects  have  sometimes 
ventured  to  resist  an  unprecedented  invasion  of  their  property ; 
but  on  this  occasion  the  injury  was  aggravated  by  the  insuh, 
and  the  sense  of  private  interest  was  quickened  by  that  ot 
national  honor.  The  conquest  of  Macedonia,  as  we  have 
already  observed,  had  delivered  the  Roman  people  from  the 
weight  of  personal  taxes.  Though  they  had  experienced 
every  form  of  despotism,  they  had  now  enjoyed  that  exemp- 
tion near  five  hundred  years  ;  nor  could  they  patiently  brook 
the  insolence  of  an  Illyrian  peasant,  who,  from  his  distan 
residence  in  Asia,  presumed  to  number  Rome  among  me  trib- 
utary cities  of  his  empire.  The  rising  fury  of  the  people  was 
encouraged  by  the  authority,  or  at  least  the  connivance,  of 
the  senate ;  and  the  feeble  remains  of  the  Praetorian  guards, 
who  had  reason  to  apprehend  their  own  dissolution,  embraced 
9o  honorable  a  pretence,  and  declared  their  reauluess  to  draw 
their  swords  in  the  service  of  their  oppressed  country.  It  was 
the  wish,  and  it  soon  became  the  hope,  of  every  citizen,  that 
after  expelling  from  Italy  their  foreign  tyrants,  they  should 
elect  a  prince  who,  by  the  place  of  his  residence,  and  by  his 
maxims  of  government,  might  once  more  deserve  the  title 
of  Roman  emperor.  The  name,  as  well  as  the  situation 
of  Maxentius  determined  in  his  favor  the  popular  enthu- 
•lasm. 

Maxentius  was  the  son  of  the  emperor  Maximian^  and  Im 

*>  See  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  26,  31. 


iiaTigny,  in  his  memoir  on  Koman  taxation,  (Mem.  Berl.  Academ. 
Ih22f  1821,  p.  6,)  dates  from  this  period  the  abolition  of  the  Jus  Italicum. 
lie  quotes  a  remarkable  passage  of  Aurelius  Victor.  Ainc  denique  parti 
Italiee  inyectum  tributorum  ingens  malum.  Aur.  Viot.  c.  39.  It  was  a 
necessary  consequence  o'  the  division  of  the  empire  :  it  became  impossiols 
to  maiutain  a  second  court  and  executive,  and  leave  so  large  and  finiutfiil  a 
p«u:l  of  thi  territory  exempt  from  contribution.—- M. 
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had  tnairied  the  daughter  of  Gralerius.  His  biitn  and  alliance 
leemed  to  offer  him  the  fairest  promise  of  succeeding  to  the 
empire ;  but  his  vices  and  incapacity  procured  him  the  same 
exclusion  from  the  dignity  of  Cssar,  which  Constantine  hao 
deserved  by  a  dangerous  superiority  of  merit.  The  policy 
of  Galerius  preferred  such  associates  as  would  never  disgrace 
the  choice,  nor  dispute  the  commands,  of  their  benefactor. 
An  obscure  stranger  was  therefore  raised  to  the  throne  of 
Italy,  and  the  son  of  the  late  emperor  of  the  West  was  left  to 
enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  private  fortune  in  a  villa  a  few  miles 
distant  from  the  capital*  The  gloomy  passions  of  his  soul, 
shame,  vexation,  and  rage,  were  inflamed  by  envy  on  the 
news  of  Constantine^s  success ;  but  the  hopes  of  Maxentius 
revived  with  the  public  discontent,  and  he  was  easily  per 
suaded  to  unite  his  personal  injury  and  pretensions  with  the 
cause  of  the  Roman  people.  Two  Prsetorian  tribunes  and  a 
commissary  of  provisions  undertook  the  management  of  the 
conspiracy  ;  and  as  every  order  of  men  was  actuated  by  the 
same  spirit,  the  immediate  event  was  neither  doubtful  nor 
difficult  The  praefect  of  the  city,  and  a  few  magistrates, 
who  maintained  their  fidelity  to  Severus,  were  massacred  by 
the  guards ;  and  Maxentius,  invested  with  the  Imperial  orna- 
ments, was  acknowledged  by  the  applauding  senate  and 
people  as  the  protector  of  the  Roman  freedom  and  dignity. 
It  is  uncertain  whether  Maximian  was  previously  acquainted 
with  the  conspiracy ;  but  as  soon  as  the  standard  of  rebellion 
was  erected  at  Rome,  the  old  emperor  broke  from  the  retire* 
rnent  where  the  authority  of '  Diocletian  had  condemned  him 
to  pass  a  life  of  melancholy  solitude,  and  concealed  his 
returning  ambition  under  the  disguise  of  paternal  tenderness. 
\t  the  request  of  his  son  and  of  the  senate,  he  condescended 
to  reassume  the  purple.  His  ancient  dignity,  his  experience, 
and  his  fame  in  arms,  added  strength  as  well  as  reputation  to 
'he  party  of  Maxentius.^a 

According  to  the  advice,  or  rather  the  orders,  of  his  coi 
'aague,  the  emperor  Severus  immediately  hastened  to  Rome, 
in  the  full  confidence,  that,  by  his  unexpected  celerity,  he 


n 

I 


The  sixth  Panegyric  represents  the  conduot  of  Maximian  in  the 
most  favorable  light;  an!  the  ambiguous  expression  of  AureliuiP 
Victor,  "retractante  diu/'  may  signify  either  that  he  contrived,  oi 
4iftt  he  opposed,  the  conspiracy.  See  Zoaimus,  1.  ii.  p.  79,  and  Iac- 
»«itiiu  d«  ML  P.  0.  26. 
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ihould  easily  suppress  the  tumult  of  an  unwarlike  populace, 
commanded  by  a  iicentious  youth.     But  he  found  on  his  arri- 
val the  gates  of  the  city  shut  against  him',  the  walls  filled  with 
men  and  arms,  an  experienced  general  at  the  head  of  the 
rebels,  and  his  own  troops  without  spirit  or  afiection.     A  large 
bo'ly  of  Moors  deserted  to  the  enemy,  allured  by  the  promise 
of  a  large  donative ;  and,  if  it  be  true  that  they  had  been 
levied  by  Maximian  in  his  African  war,  preferring  the  natural 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  artificial  ties  of  allegiance.     Anu- 
linus,  the  Praetorian  praefect,  declared  himself  in  favor  of  Max 
entius,  and  drew  after  him  the  most  considerable  part  of  the 
troops,  accustomed  to  obey  his  commands.     Rome,  according 
to  the  expression  of  an  orator,  recalled  her  armies  ;  and  the 
unfortunate  Severus,  destitute  of  force  and  of  counsel,  retired, 
or  rather  fled,  with  precipitation,  to  Ravenna.     Here  he  might 
for  some  time  have  been  safe.     The  fortifications  of  Ravenna 
were  aole  to  resist  the  attempts,  and  the  morasses  that  sur- 
rounded the  town  were  sufficient  to  prevent  the  approach,  of 
the  Italian  army.     The  sea,  which  Severus  conmianded  with 
a  powerful  fleet,  secured  him  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  pro- 
visions, and  gave  a  free  entrance  to  the  legions,  which,  on  the 
return  of  spring,  would  advance  to  his  assistance  from  Illyri- 
cum  and  the  East.     Maximian,  who  conducted  the  siege  in 
person,  was  soon  convinced  that  he  might  waste  his  time  and 
his  army  in  the  fruitless  enterprise,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to 
hope  either  from  force  or  famine.     With  an  art  more  suitable 
to  the  character  of  Diocletian  than  to  his  own,  he  directed  his 
attack,  not  so  much  against  the  walls  of  Ravenna,  as  against 
the  mind  of  Severus.     The  treachery  which  he   had  expe* 
rienced  disposed  that  unhappy  prince  to  distrust  the  most  sin- 
cere of  his  friends  and  adherents.     The  emissaries  of  Max- 
imian easily  persuaded  his  credulity,  that  a  conspiracy  was 
formed  to  betray  the  town,  and  prevailed  upon  his  fears  not  to 
expose  himself  to  the  discretion  of  an  irritated  conqueror,  but 
to  accept  the  faith  of  an  honorable  capitulation.     He  was  at 
first  received  with  humanity  and  treated  with  respect.     Max- 
unian  conducted  the  captive  emperor  to  Rome,  and  gave  him 
the  most  solemn  assurances  that  he  had  secured  his  \Se  by  the 
resignation  of  the  purple.     But  Severus  could  obtain  only  an 
easy  death  and  an  Imperial  funeral.     When  the  sentence  was 
signified  to  him,  the  manner  of  executing  it  was  left  to  his 
own  choice ;  he  preferred  the  favorite  mode  of  the  ancients, 
that  of  opening  his  veins;  and  as  s(ton  as  he  expired,  his 
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ooc/  was  carried  to  the  seoulchre  which  had  been  constructed 
for  the  family  of  Grallienus.^ 

Though  the  characters  of  Constantino  and  Maxentius  had 
¥ery  little  afhnity  with  each  other,  their  situation  and  interest 
were  the  same ;  and  prudence  seemed  to  require  that  they 
should  unite  their  forces  against  the  common  enemy.  Not- 
withstanding the  superiority  of  his  age  and  dignity,  the  inde* 
fatigable  Maximian  passed  the  Alps,  and,  courting  a  personal 
mterview  with  the  sovereign  of  Graul,  carried  with  him  his 
daughter  Fausta  as  the  pledge  of  the  new  alliance.  The 
marriage  was  celebrated  at  Aries  with  every  circumstance  of 
magnificence ;  and  the  ancient  colleague  of  Diocletian,  who 
again  asserted  his  claim  to  the  Western  empire,  conferred  on 
his  son-in-law  and  ally  the  title  of  Augustus.  By  consenting 
to  receive  that  honor  from  Maximian,  Constantino  seemed  to 
embrace  the  cause  of  Rome  and  of  the  senate ;  but  his  pro- 
fessions were  ambiguous,  and  his  assistance  slow  and  ineffec- 
tual. He  considered  with  attention  the  approaching  contest 
between  the  masters  of  Italy  and  the  emperor  of  the  East, 
and  was  prepared  to  consult  his  own  safety  or  ambition  in  the 
event  of  the  war.^ 

The  importance  of  the  occasion  called  for  the  presence 
and  abilities  of  Gralerius.  At  the  head  of  a  powerful  army, 
collected  from  lUyricum  and  the  East,  he  entered  Italy, 
resolved  to  revenge  the  death  of  Severus,  and  to  chastise  the 
rebellious  Romans ;  or,  as  he  expressed  his  intentions,  in  the 
furious  language  of  a  barbarian,  to  extirpate  the  senate,  and 
to  destroy  the  people  by  the  sword.  But  the  skill  of  Maxim- 
tan  had  concerted  a  prudent  system  of  defence.  The  invader 
found  every  place  hostile,  fortified,  and  inaccessible ;  and 
though  he  forced  his  way  as  far  as  Nami,  within  sixty  miles 

^^— ^^^■^^■■^— ^— ^^—^ ^^■*"^— ^^^^^— — — —       »  ■   ■      —  -  ■■■  I  —  —  ■■»—^.,  ■■■■■[■■■■■I       i»—    ■■■■■  — ^■■■^■^^»^ 

**  The  circumstances  of  this  war,  and  the  death  of  Severus,  are 
very  doubtfully  and  variously  told  in  our  ancient  fragments,  (see 
lillemont.  Hist,  des  Empereurs,  tom.  iv.  part  i.  p.  565.)  I  have  en- 
deavored to  extract  from  them  a  consistent  and  probable  narration.* 

^  The  sixth  Panegyric  was  pronounced  to  celebrate  the  elevatioiw 
of  CoQstantine ;  but  the  prudent  orator  avoids  the  mention  either  ot 
GhOenus  or  of  Maxentius.  He  introduces  only  one  slight  alluaion  to 
•ha  actual  troubles,  and  to  the  majesty  of  Kome.f 


*  Manso  justly  observes  that  two  totally  different  narratives  might  m 
»nned,  almost  upon  equal  authority.    Beylage,  iv.  —  M. 

t  Compare  Manto,  Sejrlage,  iv.  p.  302.  Gibbon's  aooount  is  at  least  u 
HObable  as  that  of  nis  eritio.  —  M 
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of  Rome  his  dominion  in  Italy  was  confined  to  the  narrow 
limits  of  his  camp.  Sensible  of  the  increasing  difficulties  of 
bis  enterprise,  the  haughty  Gralerius  made  the  first  advancek 
towards  a  reconciliation,  and  despatched  two  of  his  most  con 
siderable  ofRcers  to  tempt  the  Roman  princes  by  the  offer  of 
a  conference,  and  the  declaration  of  his  paternal  regard  foi 
Maxentius,  who  might  obtain  much  more  from  his  liberality 
than  he  could  hope  from  the  doubtful  chance  of  war.^  The 
offers  of  Galerius  were  rejected  with  firmness,  his  perfidious 
friendship  refused  with  contempt,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
be  discovered,  that,  unless  he  provided  for  his  safety  by  a 
timely  retreat,  he  Had  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  fate  of 
Severus.  The  wealth  which  the  Romans  defended  against 
his  rapacious  tyranny,  they  freely  contributed  for  his  destruc- 
tion. The  name  of  Maximian,  the  popular  arts  of  his  son, 
the  secret  distribution  of  large  sums,  and  the  promise  of  still 
more  liberal  rewards,  checked  the  ardor  and  corrupted  the 
fidelity  of  the  Illyrian  legions ;  and  when  Galerius  at  length 
gave  the  signal  of  the  retreat,  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that 
he  could  prevail  on  his  veterans  not  to  desert  a  banner  which 
had  so  oflen  conducted  them  to  victory  and  honor.  A  eon- 
temporary  writer  assigns  two  other  causes  for  the  failure  of 
the  expedition ;  but  they  are  both  of  such  a  nature,  that  a 
cautious  historian  will  scarcely  venture  to  adopt  them.  We 
are  told  that  Galerius,  who  had  formed  a  very  imperfect  no- 
tion of  the  greatness  of  Rome  by  the  cities  of  the  East  with 
which  he  was  acquainted,  found  his  forces  inadequate  to  the 
siege  of  that  immense  capital.  But  the  extent  of  a  city  serves 
only  to  render  it  more  accessible  to  the  enemy  :  Rome  had 
long  since  been  accustomed  to  submit  on  the  approach  of  a 
conqueror ;  nor  could  the  temporary  enthusiasm  of  the  peo- 
ple have  long  contended  against  the  discipline  and  valor  of  the 
legions.  We  are  likewise  informed  that  the  legions  them- 
selves were  struck  with  horror  and  remorse,  and  that  those 
pious  sons  of  the  republic  refused  to  violate  the  sanctity  of 
their  venerable  parent.^^     But  when  we  recollect  with  how 

**  With,  regard  to  this  negotiation,  see  the  fragments  of  an  anony- 
mous historian,  published  by  Yalesius  at  the  end  of  his  edition  d 
Ammianus  Marcellinus,  p.  711.  These  fragments  have  furnished  ni 
with  several  curious,  and,  as  it  should  seem,  authentic  anecdotes. 

"  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  28.  TLs  former  of  these  reasons  is  prob- 
ably taken  from  Virgil's  Shepherd :  "  Illam  *  •  *  ego  hiiio  nostni 
timilem,  Melibose^  pntavi,"  &c    Lactantius  deUghts  in  thase  pQetiei^ 
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ouMsh  ease,  in  the  more  ancient  civil  wan,  the  seal  of  party 
and  tlie  habits  of  military  obedience  had  converted  the  native 
citizens  of  Home  into  her  most  implacable  enemies,  we  shall 
be  inclined  to  distrust  this  extreme  delicacy  of  strangers  and 
barbarians,  who  had  never  beheld  Italy  till  they  entered  it  \p 
a  hostile  manner.  Had  they  not  been  restrained  by  motives 
of  a  more  interested  nature,  they  would  probably  have  an* 
swered  Galerius  in  the  words  of  Caesar's  veterans :  ^^  If  our 
general  wishes  to  lead  us  to  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  we  are 
prepared  to  trace  out  his  camp.  Whatsoever  walls  he  has 
determined  to  level  with  the  ground,  our  hands  are  ready  to 
work  the  engines:  nor  shall  we  hesitate,  should  the  name 
of  the  devoted  city  be  Rome  itself.^'  These  are  indeed  the 
expressions  of  a  poet ;  but  of  a  poet  who  has  been  distin- 
guished, and  even  censured,  for  his  strict  adherance  to  the 
truth  of  history.^ 

The  legions  of  Gralerius  exhibited  a  very  melancholy  proof 
of  their  disposition,  by  the  ravages  which  they  committed  in 
their  retreat.  They  murdered,  they  ravished,  they  plundered, 
they  drove  away  the  flocks  and  herds  of  the  Italians ;  they 
burnt  the  villages  through  which  they  passed,  and  they  en- 
deavored to  destroy  the  country  which  it  had  not  been  in  their 
power  to  subdue.  During  the  whole  march,  Maxentius  hung 
on  their  rear,  but  he  very  prudently  declined  a  general 
engagement  with  those  brave  and  desperate  veterans.  His 
father  had  undertaken  a  second  journey  into.  Gaul,  with  the 
hope  of  persuading  Gonstantine,  who  had  assembled  an  army 
on  the  frontier,  to  join  in  the  pursuit,  and  to  complete  the  vic- 
tory. But  the  actions  of  Gonstantine  were  guide^l  by  reason, 
and  not  by  resentment.  He  persisted  in  the  wise  resolution 
of  maintaining  a  balance  of  power  in  the  divided  empire,  and 
he  no  longer  hated  Gralerius,  when  that  aspiring  prince  had 
ceased  to  be  an  object  of  terror.^ 

The  mind  of  Galerius  was  the  most  susceptible  of  the 
«itemer  passions,  but  it  was  not,  however,  incapable  of  a  sin- 

"        Castra  super  Tusci  si  ponere  Tybridis  undas ;  {jubea$) 
Hesperloa  audax  yeriam  metator  In  agroa. 
Tu  quoscTinque  yolea  in  planum  eifundere  muroa, 
Hia  ariea  actus  disperget  saxa  laoertiB ; 
lUa  licet  penitus  tolli  quam  jusseris  urbem 
Koma  sit.  Lucan.  PharsaL  i.  381« 

**  Lactantiua  de  M.  P.  c.  27.  Zoaim.  L  iL  p.  82.  The  latter  uuof 
aaiea  that  Gonstantine*  in  his  interview  with  Maximian,  had  prom^ 
bed  to  declare  war  against  Valerius. 
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eere  and  lasting  friendship.  Licinim,  whose  manners  as  nel. 
IS  character  were  not  unlike  his  own,  seems  to  have  engager 
both  his  afibction  and  esteem.  Their  intimacy  had  commenced 
in  the  happier  period  perhaps  of  their  youth  and  obscurity.  It 
had  been  cemented  by  the  freedom  and  dangers  of  a  military 
life ;  they  had  advanced  almost  by  equal  steps  through  the 
successive  honors  of  the  service ;  and  as  soon  as  Galeriuf 
was  invested  with  the  Imperial  dignity,  he  seems  to  have  con- 
ceived the  design  of  raising  his  companion  to  the  same  rank  with 
himself.  During  the  short  period  of  his  prosperity,  he  con« 
sidered  the  rank  of  Caesar  as  unworthy  of  the  age  and  merit 
of  Licinius,  and  rather  chose  to  reserve  for  him  the  place  of 
Constantius,  and  the  empire  of  the  West  While  the  em- 
peror was  employed  in  the  Italian  war,  he  intrusted  his  friend 
with  the  defence  of  the  Danube;  and  immediately  after  his  return 
from  that  unfortunate  expedition,  he  invested  Licinius  with  the 
vacant  purple  of  Severus,  resigning  to  his  immediate  command 
the  provinces  of  Illyricum.^  The  news  of  his  promotion  was 
no  sooner  carried  into  the  East,  than  Maximin,  who  governed, 
or  rather  oppressed,  the  countries  of  Egypt  and  Syria,  be- 
trayed his  envy  and  discontent,  disdained  the  inferior  name  of 
Cffisar,  and,  notwithstanding  the  prayers  as  well  as  arguments 
of  Galerius,  exacted,  almost  by  violence,  the  equal  title  of 
Augustus.3^  For  the  first,  and  indeed  for  the  last  time,  the 
Roman  world  was  administered  by  six  emperors.  In  the  West, 
Constantino  and  Maxentius  affected  to  reverence  their  father 
Maximian.  In  the  East,  Licinius  and  Maximin  honored  with 
more  real  consideration  their  benefactor  Galerius.  The  op- 
position of  interest,  and  the  memory  of  a  recent  war,  divided 
the  empire  into  two  great  hostile  powers ;  but  their  mutual 
fears  produced  an  apparent  tranqjillity,  and  even  a  feigned 
reconciliation,  till  the  death  of  the  elder  princes,  of  Maximian, 
and  more  particularly  of  Gralerius,  gave  a  new  direction  to  the 
views  and  passions  of  their  surviving  associates. 

**  M.  de  Tillemont  (Host,  des  Empereurs,  torn.  iv.  part  L  p.  559) 
has  proved  that  Licinius,  without  passing  through  the  intermediate 
rank  of  Caesar,  was  declared  Augustus,  the  11th  of  November,  A.  D. 
t07,  after  the  return  of  Galerius  from  Italy. 

"^  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  32.  When  Galerius  declared  Lidniuf 
Augustus  with  himself,  he  tried  to  satisfy  his  yoimger  associates,  by 
inventing  for  Constantine  and  Maximin  (n3t  Maxentius;  see  Baluxe^  p. 
91)  the  new  title  of  sons  of  the  Augusli.  But  when  Maximin  ac- 
quainted him  that  he  had  been  saluted  Augustus  by  the  army,  Gale- 
rius was  obh'ged  to  acknowledge  him,  as  well  as  Constantine^  as  eqnaJ 
•paooiates  in  the  Imx>erial  dignity. 
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When  Maximian  had  reluctantly  abdicated  the  empire,  the 
fenal  orators  of  the  times  applauded  his  philosophic  moder- 
atioQ.  When  his  ambition  excited,  or  at  least  encouraged, 
a  civil  war,  they  re.urned  thanks  to  his  generous  patriotism, 
and  gently  censured  that  love  of  ease  and  retirement  which 
had  withdrawn  him  from  the  public  service.^^  But  it  was  im- 
possible that  minds  like  those  of  Maximian  and  his  son  could 
i^ng  possess  in  harmony  an  undivided  power.  Maxentius  con- 
ndered  himself  as  the  legal  sovereign  of  Italy,  elected  by  the 
Roman  senate  and  people ;  nor  would  he  endure  the  control 
of  his  father,  who  arrogantly  declared  that  by  his  name  and 
abilities  the  rash  youth  had  been  established  on  the  throne. 
The  cause  was  solemnly  pleaded  before  the  Praetorian  guards 
and  those  troops,  who  dreaded  the  severity  of  the  old  em 
peror,  espoused  the  party  of  Maxentius.^^  The  life  and  free- 
dom of  Maximian  were,  however,  respected,  and  he  retired 
from  Italy  into  Illyricum,  affecting  to  lament  his  past  conduct, 
ind  secretly  contriving  new  mischiefs.  But  Galerius,  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  his  character,  soon  obliged  him  to 
'eave  his  dominions,  and  the  last  refuge  of  the  disappointed 
Maximian  was  the  court  of  his  son-in-law  Constantine.33  He 
was  received  with  respect  by  that  artful  prince,  and  with  the 
Appearance  of  filial  tenderness  by  the  empress  Fausta.  That 
he  might  remove  every  suspicion,  he  resigned  the  Imperial 
purple  a  second  time,^  professing  himself  at  length  convinced 
of  the  vanity  of  greatness  and  ambition.  Had  he  persevered 
in  this  resolution,  he  might  have  ended  his  life  with  less  dig- 
nity, indeed,  than  in  his  first  retirement,  yet,  however,  with 
comfort  and  reputation.  But  the  near  prospect  of  a  throne 
brought  back  to  his  remembrance  the  state  from  whence  he 

'^  See  Panegyr.  Yet.  tI.  9.  Audi  doloria  nostri  liberam  yocem,  &c 
fhe  whole  passage  is  imagined  with  artfdl  flattery,  and  expressed  with 
an  easy  flow  of  eloquence. 

**  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  28.  Zosim.  L  iL  p.  82.  A  report  wan 
spread,  taat  Maxentius  was  the  son  of  some  obscure  Syrian,  and  had 
been  substituted  by  the  wife  of  Maximian  as  her  own  child*  See 
Aurelius  Victor,  Anonym.  Yalesian.  and  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  3,  4. 

"  Ab  urbe  pulsum,  ab  Italia  fugatum,  ab  Illyrico  repudiatum,  tuis 
provinciis,  tuis  copiis,  tuo  palatio  recepistL     Eumen.  in  Panegyr 
Vet.  viL  14. 

^  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  29.  Yet,  after  the  resignation  ot  the  pur- 
ple, Constantino  still  continued  to  Maximian  the  pomp  and  honors  of 
the  Imperial  dignity ;  and  on  all  public  occasions  gaye  the  right-hand 
>iaee  to  his  father-in-law.    FanegjT.  Yet.  vui.  15. 
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was  fallen,  and  he  resolved,  by  a  desperate  efibrt,  either  tt 
reign  or  to  perish.  An  incursion  of  the  Franks  had  sum- 
moned Constantine,  with  a  part  of  his  army,  to  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine ;  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  stationed  in  tiie 
southern  provinces  of  Gaul,  which  lay  exposed  to  the  ente^ 
prises  of  the  Italian  emperor  and  a  considerable  treasure  was 
deposited  in  the  city  of  Aries.  Maximian  either  craftily  in- 
vented, or  easily  credited,  a  vain  report  of  the  death  of  Con- 
stantine. Without  hesitation  he  ascended  the  throne,  seized 
^he  treasure,  and  scattering  it  with  his  accustomed  profusion 
among  the  soldiers,  endeavored  to  awake  in  their  minds  the 
memory  of  his  ancient  dignity  and  exploits.  Before  he  could 
establish  his  authority,  or  finish  the  negotiation  which  he  ap- 
pears to  have  entered  into  with  his  son  Maxentius,  the  celerity 
of  Constantine  defeated  all  his  hopes.  On  the  first  news  of 
his  perfidy  and  ingratitude,  that  prince  returned  by  rapid 
inarches  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Saone,  embarked  on  the  last- 
mentioned  river  at  Chalons,  and  at  Lyons  trusting  himself  to 
the  rapidity  of  the  Rhone,  arrived  at  the  gates  of  Aries,  with 
a  military  force  which  it  was  impossible  for  Maximian  to  resist, 
and  which  scarcely  permitted  him  to  take  refuge  in  the  nelgh- 
Doring  city  of  Marseilles.  The  narrow  neck  of  land  which 
joined  that  place  to  the  continent  was  fortified  against  the 
besiegers,  whilst  the  sea  was  open,  either  for  the  escape  of 
Maximian,  or  for  the  succors  of  Maxentius,  if  the  latter  should 
choose  to  disguise  his  invasion  of  Gaul  under  the  honorable 
pretence  of  defending  a  distressed,  or,  ss  he  might  allege,  an 
injured  father.  Apprehensive  of  the  fattJ  consequences  of 
delay,  Constantine  gave  orders  for  an  immediate  assault ;  but 
the  scaling-ladders  were  found  too  short  for  the  height  of  the 
walls,  and  Marseilles  might  have  sustained  as  long  a  siege  as 
it  formerly  did  against  the  arms  of  Csesar,  if  the  garrison,  con- 
scious either  of  their  fault  or  of  their  danger,  had  not  pur- 
chased their  pardon  by  delivering  up  the  city  and  the  person 
of  Maximian.  A  secret  but  irrevocable  sentence  of  death  was 
pronounced  against  the  usurper;  he  obtained  only  the  same 
&vor  which  he  had  indulged  to  Severus,  and  it  was  published 
o  the  world,  that,  oppressed  by  the  remorse  of  his  repeated 
crimes,  he  strangled  himself  with  his  own  hands.  AAer  he 
bad  lost  the  assistance,  and  disdained  the  moderate  counsels 
of  Diocletian,  the  second  period  of  his  active  life  was  a  series 
of  public  calamities  and  personal  mortifications,  which  were 
terminated,  in  about  three  years,  by  an  ignominious  deatn 
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He  deagrved  his  fate;  but  we  should  find  more  reason  to 
applaud  the  humanity  of  Constantino,  if  he  had  spared  an 
old  man,  the  benefactor  of  his  father,  and  the  father  of  his 
wife.  During  the  whole  of  this  melancholy  transaction,  it  ap- 
pears that  Fausta  sacrifioed  the  sentiments  of  nature  to  her 
conjugal  duties.3^ 

The  last  years  of  Galerius  were  less  shameful  and  unfor- 
tunate ;  and  though  he  had  filled  with  more  glory  the  subor 
dinate  station  of  Csesar  than  the  superior  rank  of  Augustus, 
he  preserved,  till  the  moment  of  his  death,  the  first  place 
among  the  princes  of  the  Roman  world.  He  survived  his 
retreat  from  Italy  about  four  years ;  and  wisely  relinquishing 
nis  views  of  universal  empire,  he  devoted  the  remainder  of 
his  life  to  the  enjoyment  of  pleasure,  and  to  the  execution  of 
some  works  of  public  utility,  among  which  we  may  distinguish 
the  discharging  into  the  Danube  the  superfluous  waters  of  the 
Lake  Pelso,  and  the  cutting  down  the  immense  forests  that 
encompassed  it ;  an  operation  worthy  of  a  monarch,  since  it 
gave  an  extensive  country  to  the  agriculture  of  his  Pannoniau 
subjects.^    His  death  was  occasioned  by  a  very  painful  and 


^  Zosim.  L  ii.  p.  82.  Eumenius  in  Panegyr.  Vet  yii.  16 — 21.  The 
Jitter  of  these  has  undoubtedly  represent^  the  whole  idFalr  in  the 
most  fiayorable  light  for  his  sovereign.  Yet  eyen  from  this  partial 
aarrative  we  may  conclude,  that  the  repeated  clemency  of  Constan- 
tine,  and  the  reiterated  treasons  of  Maxunian,  as  they  are  described 
by  Lactantius,  (de  M.  P.  c.  29,  30,)  and  copied  by  the  moderns,  are 
destitute  of  any  historical  foundation.* 

^  Aurelius  Victor,  o.  40.  But  that  lake  was  situated  on  the  upper 
Pannonia,  near  the  borders  of  Noricum ;  and  the  province  of  Valeria 
(a  name  which  the  wife  of  Galerius  gave  to  the  drained  country) 
undoubtedly  lay  between  the  Drave  and  the  Danube,  (Sesitus  Rufus, 
e.  9.)  I  should  therefore  suspect  that  Victor  has  confounded  the 
Lake  Pelso  with  the  Volocean  marshes,  or,  as  they  are  now  called,  the 
Lake  8abaton.  It  is  placed  in  the  heart  of  Valeria,  and  its  present 
pxtent  is  not  less  than  twelve  Hungarian  miles  (about  seventy  Eng- 
lish) in  length,  and  two  in  breadth.     See  Severim  Pannonia,  1.  i.  c.  9. 


*  Tet  some  M^an  authors  relate  and  oonflrm  them.  Aurelius  Victor, 
speaking  of  Maxunin,  says,  cumque  specie  officii,  dolis  compositis.  Con 
stantinum  generum  tentaret  acerb6,  jure  tamen  interierat.  Aur.  Vict,  de 
Cesar,  1.  p.  623.  Eutropius  also  says,  inde  ad  Gallias  profectus  est  (Max 
bnianns^  dole  composite  tamquam  a  fiUo  esset  ezpulsus,  ut  Constantino 
eenero  jungeretnr ;  moliens  tamen  Constantinum,  reperti  occasione,  inter- 
acers,  posnas  dedit  justissimo  exitu.    Eutrop.  x.  p..661.  (Anon.  Oent.)  —Q. 

These  writers  hardly  confirm  more  than  GKbl)on  admits ;  he  denies  the 
rqmUd  clemency  of  Constantine,  and  the  reiterated  treasons  of  Maximian. 
Compare  Hanso,  p.  302.  —  M. 
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lingering  disarder.  His  body,  swelled  by  an  imempeimlt 
course  of  life  to  an  unwieldy  corpulence,  was  covered  with 
ulcers,  and  devoured  by  innumerable  swarms  of  those  insects 
which  have  given  their  name  to  a  most  loathsome  disease ;  ^ 
but  as  Galerius  had  offended  a  very  zealous  and  powerfa 
party  among  his  subjects,  his  sufferings,  instead  of  exciting 
their  compassion,  have  been  celebrated  as  the  visible  eiSeclH 
of  divine  justice.^  He  had  no  sooner  expired  in  his  palace 
of  Nicomedia,  than  the  two  emperors  who  were  indebted  for 
their  purple  to  his  favors,  began  to  collect  their  forces,  with 
the  intention  either  of  disputing,  or  of  dividing,  the  dominions 
which  he  had  left  without  a  master.  They  were  persuaded, 
however,  to  desist  from  the  former  design,  and  to  agree  in  the 
latter.  The  provinces  of  Asia  fell  to  the  share  of  Maximin, 
and  those  of  Europe  augmented  the  portion  of  Licinius. 
The  Hellespont  and  the  Thracian  Bosphorus  formed  their 
mutual  boundary,  and  the  banks  of  those  narrow  seas,  which 
flowed  in  the  midst  of  the  Roman  world,  were  covered  with 
soldiers,  with  arms,  and  wkh  fortifications.  The  deaths  of 
Maximian  and  of  Galerius  reduced  the  number  of  emperors 
to  four.  The  sense  of  their  true  interest,  soon  connected 
Licinius  and  Constantino;  a  secret  alliance  was  concluded 
between  Maximin  and  Maxentius,  and  their  unhappy  subjects 
expected  with  terror  the  bloody  consequences  of  their  inevi- 
table dissensions,  which  were  no  longer  restrained  by  the  fear 
or  the  respect  which  they  had  entertained  for  Galerius.^ 

Among  so  many  crimes  and  misfortunes,  occasioned  by  tht; 
passions  of  the  Roman  princes,  there  is  some  pleasure  in  dis- 
covering a  single  action  which  may  be  ascribed  to  their  virtue. 
In  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign,  Constantino  visited  the  city  of 
Autun,  and  generously  remitted  the  arrears  of  tribute,  reducing 
at  the  same  time  the  proportion  of  their  assessment  from  twenty- 
five  to  eighteen  thousand  heads,  subject  to  the  real  and  per- 


*^  Laetantius  (de  M.  P.  o.  83)  and  Eusebius  (L  viii.  c.  16)  deaeriba 
the  symptoms  and  progress  of  his  disorder  with  singular  accuracy 
and  apparent  pleasure. 

^  If  any  (lUce  the  late  Dr.  Jortin,  Remarks  on  Bodesiastical  His- 
tory, voL  iL  p.  807—356)  still  delight  in  recording  the  wonderful 
deatiiis  of  the  persecutors,  I  would  recommend  to  their  perusal  an 
admirable  passage  of  Grotius  (Hist.  L  vii.  p.  332)  concerning  the  last 
illness  of  Philip  IL  of  Spain. 

"*  See  EuseUuB,  L  ix.  6,  10.  Laetantius  de  M.  P.  c.  36.  Zosirauf 
IS  less  exact,  and  evidt^ntly  confounds  Maximian  with  May Jmin 
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tonal  capiUitioa.^^  Yet  even  this  indulgence  affords  the  most 
jnquestionab^  proof  of  the  public  misery.  This  tax  was  sc 
extremely  oppressive,  either  in  itself  or  in  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting it,  that  whilst  the  revenue  was  increased  by  extortion, 
it  was  diminished  by  despair :  a  considerable  part  of  the 
territory  of  Autun  was  left  uncultivated ;  and  great  numben 
of  the  provincials  rather  chose  to  live  as  exiles  and  outlaws, 
than  to  support  the  weight  of  civil  society.  It  is  but  too 
probable,  that  the  bountiful  emperor  relieved,  by  a  partial  act 
of  liberality,  one  among  the  many  evils  which  he  had  caused 
Sy  his  general  maxims  of  administration.  But  even  those 
maxims  were  less  the  effect  of  choice  than  of  necessity 
And  if  we  except  the  death  of  Maximian,  the  reign  of  Con- 
stantino in  Gaul  seems  to  have  been  the  most  innocent  and 
even  virtuous  period  of  his  life.  The  provinces  were  protected 
by  his  presence  from  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians,  who  either 
dreaded  or  experienced  his  active  valor.  After  a  signal  vic- 
tory over  the  Franks  and  Alemanni,  several  of  their  princes 
were  exposed  by  his  order  to  the  wild  beasts  in  the  amphi- 
theatre of  Treves,  and  the  people  seem  to  have  enjoyed  the 
spectacle,  without  discovering,  in  such  a  treatment  of  royal 
captives,  any  thing  that  was  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  nations 
or  of  humanity .^^  • 

The  virtues  of  Constantino  were  rendered  more  illustrious 
by  the  vices  of  Maxentius.  Whilst  the  Gallic  provinces 
enjoyed  as  much  happiness  as  the  condition  of  the  times  was 
capable  of  receiving,  Italy  and  Africa  groaned  under  the 
dominion  of  a  tyrant,  as  contemptible  as  he  was  odious.  The 
zeal  of  flattery  and  faction  has  indeed  too  frequently  sacri- 
ficed the  reputation  of  the  vanquished  to  the  glory  of  their 
successful  rivals ;  but  even  those  writers  who  have  revealed, 
with  the  most  freedom  and  pleasure,  the  faults  of  Constantino, 
unanimously  confess  that  Maxentius  was  cruel,  rapacious,  and 

^  See  the  yiiith  Panegyr.,  in  which  Eumenius  displays,  in  the 
T>re8ence  of  Constantine,  tiie  misery  and  the  gratitude  of  the  city  of 
Autun. 

*^  Eutropius,  X.  3.    Panegyr.  Veter.  vii.  10,  11,  12.    A  great  nunt- 
ber  of  the  French  youth  were  likewiae  exposed  to  the  same  cruel  and 
Ignominious  death. 

*  Yet  the  panegyric  assumes  something  of  an  apologetic  tone.  Te  verot, 
Constantine,  quantumlibet  oderint  hostes,  dnm  perhorrescant.  H»e  est 
enim  Tcra  Tirtcs,  ut  non  ament  et  quiescant.  Tne  orator  appeals  to  th# 
an^'ent  usage   of  the  republic.  —  M. 
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p!t>fligate.^^  He  nad  the  good  fortune  to  supprasa  a  a  ighl 
rebellion  in  Africa.  Th<  governor  and  a  few  adherents  had 
been  guilty;  the  proving :e  suffered  for  their  crime.  The 
flourishing  cities  of  Cirtha  and  Carthage,  and  the  whole  extent 
of  that  fertile  country,  were  wasted  by  fire  and  sword.  The 
abuse  of  victory  was  followed  by  the  abuse  of  law  and  justice. 
A  formidable  army  of  sycophants  and  delators  invadea  Africa , 
the  rich  and  the  noble  were  easily  convicted  of  a  connectior. 
with  the  rebels ;  and  those  among  them  who  experienced  the 
emperor^s  clemency,  were  only  punished  by  the  confiscation 
of  their  estates.^^  So  signal  a  victory  was  celebrated  by  a 
magnificent  triumph,  and  Maxentius  exposed  to  the  eyes  of 
the  people  the  spoils  and  captives  of  a  Roman  province.  The 
state  of  the  capital  was  no  less  deserving  of  compassion  than 
that  of  Africa.  The  wealth  of  Rome  supplied  an  inexhaust- 
ible fund  for  his  vain  and  prodigal  expenses,  and  the  minis- 
ters of  his  revenue  were  skilled  in  the  arts  of  rapine.  It  was 
under  his  reign  that  the  method  of  exacting  a  free  gift  from 
the  senators  was  first  invented ;  and  as  the  sum  was  insensibly 
increased,  the  pretences  of  levying  it,  a  victory,  a  birth,  a 
marriage,  or  an  Imperial  consulship,  were  proportionably  mul- 
tiplied.^^ Maxentius  had  imbibed  the  same  implacable  aver- 
sion to  the  senate,  which  had  characterized  most  of  the  former 
tyrants  of  Rome  ;  nor  was  it  possible  for  his  ungrateful  tempei 
to  forgive  the  generous  fidelity  which  had  raised  him  to  the 
throne,  and  supported  him  against  all  his  enemies.  The  lives 
of  the  senators  were  exposed  to  his  jealous  suspicions,  the 
dishonor  of  their  wives  and  daughters  heightened  the  gratifi- 
cation of  his  sensual  passions.^^  It  may  be  presumed,  that  at 
Imperial  lover  was  seldom  reduced  to  sigh  in  vain ;  but  when-* 
ever  persuasion  proved  ineffectual,  he  had  recourse  to  violence ; 

■■       I       I  ^— J^^— »— tl»^— .  I  IN  I  I  I  III...!  I      ■ I ■  _^.». 

^'  Julian  excludes  Maxentius  from  the  banquet  of  the  Caesars  with 
abhorrence  and  contempt ;  and  Zosimus  (1.  ii.  p.  86)  accuses  him  of 
every  kind  of  cruelty  and  profligacy. 

**  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  83 — 85.    Aurelius  Victor. 

**  The  passage  of  Aurelius  Victor  should  be  read  in  the  foUowinf 
manner:  Primus  institute  pessimo»  munerum  specie,  Patres  Or€h 
toreaque  pecuniam  conferre  prodigenti  siM  oogeret. 

**  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  3.  Euseb.  Hist.  Eccles.  viii.  14,  et  in  Vit 
Constant,  i.  33,  34.  Kufinus,  c.  17.  The  virtuous  matron  who 
■tabbed  herself  to  escape  the  violence  of  Maxentius,  was  »  Christian, 
wife  to  the  praefect  of  the  city,  and  her  name  was  Sophronia.  It  stUI 
remains  a  question  among  the  cas  Jiists,  whether,  on  suob  Mcaaioiif. 
luicide  is  justifiable. 


OF   THE   ROMAN   KMPISI.  473 

and  there  remaiua  one  memorable  example  of  a  noble  matron 
who  preserved  her  chastity  by  a  voluntary  death.  The  sol 
diem  were  the  only  order  of  men  whom  he  appeared  tc 
respect,  or  studied  to  please.  He  filled  Rome  and  Italy  with 
armed  troops,  connived  at  their  tumults,  suffered  them  with 
impunity  to  plunder,  and  even  to  massacre,  the  defenceless 
people ;  ^  and  indulging  them  in  the  same  licentiousness 
which  their  emperor  enjoyed,  Maxentius  often  bestowed  on 
his  military  favorites  the  splendid  villa,  or  the  beautiful  wife, 
of  a  senator.  A  prince  of*  such  a  character,  alike  incapable 
of  governing  either  in  peace  or  in  war,  might  purchase  the 
support,  but  he  could  never  obtain  the  esteem,  of  the  army. 
Vet  his  pride  was  equal  to  his  other  vices.  Whilst  he  passed 
his  indolent  life  either  within  the  walls  of  his  place  or  in  the 
neighboring  gardens  of  Sallust,  he  was  repeatedly  heard  to 
declare,  that  lie  alone  was  emperor,  and  that  the  other  princes 
were  no  more  than  his  lieutenants,  on  whom  be  had  devolved 
the  defence  of  the  frontier  provinces,  that  he  might  enjoy 
without  interruption  the  elegant  luxury  of  the  capital.  Rome, 
which  had  so  long  regretted  the  absence,  lamented,  during 
ihe  six  years  of  his  reign,  the  presence  of  her  sovereign.*^ 

Though  Constantine  might  view  the  conduct  of  Maxentius* 
with  abhorrence,  and  the  situation  of  the  Romans  with  com- 
oassion,  we  have  no  reason  to  presume  that  he  would  have 
taken  up  arms  to  punish  the  one  or  to  relieve  the  other.  But 
the  tyrant  of  Italy  rashly  ventured  to  provoke  a  formidable 
enemy,  whose  ambition  had  been  hitherto  restrained  by  con- 
siderations of  prudence,  rather  than  by  principles  of  justice.^® 
After  the  death  of  Maximian,  his  titles,  according  to  the  estab- 
lished custom,  had  been  erased,  and  his  statues  thrown  down 
with  ignominy.     His  son,  who  had  persecuted  and  deserted 

^  Pnetorianis  csedem  rolgi  quondam  annueret,  is  the  vague  ex- 
pression of  Aurelius  Victor.  See  more  particular,  though  somewhat 
different,  accounts  of  a  tumult  and  massacre  which  happened  at 
Rome,  in  Eusebius,  (1.  iriii.  c.  14,)  and  in  Zosimus,  (1.  ii.  p.  84.) 

*'  See,  in  the  Panegyrics,  (ix,  14,)  a  lively  description  of  the  indo 
kence  and  vain  pride  of  Maxentius.    In  another  place  the  oratoi 
ofaienres  that  the  riches  which  Rome  had  accmnulated  in  a  period  of 
1060  years,  were  lavished  by  the  tyra;it  on  his  mercenary  bauda* 
redexLptis  ad  civile  latrocinitun  manibus  in  geaserat. 

^  After  the  victory  of  Constantine,  it  ^as  universally  allowed,  that 
the  motive  of  delivering  the  republic  from  a  detested  tyrant  wonldf 
It  any  time,  ha:ve  justified  his  expedition  into  Italy.    Bnseb  m    Vit 
Conttantin.  L  L  o.  20.    Panegyr.  Vet.  ix  2. 
23 
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him  wlien  alive,  affected  to  display  the  most  pious  regard  fo 
his  memory,  and  gave  orders  that  a  similar  treatment  should 
be  immediately  inflicted  on  all  the  statues  that  had  been 
erected  in  Italy  and  Africa  to  the  honor  of  Constantine.  Tha. 
wise  prince,  who  sincerely  wished  to  decline  a  war,  with  the 
difficulty  and  importance  of  which  he  was  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted, at  first  dissembled  the  insult,  and  sought  for  redress 
by  the  milder  expedients  of  negotiation,  till  he  was  convinced 
zhat  the  hostile  and  ambitious  designs  of  the  Italian  emperoi 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  arm  in  his  own  defence.  Max- 
entius,  who  openly  avowed  his  pretensions  to  the  whole 
monarchy  of  the  West,  had  already  prepared  a  very  consid- 
erable force  to  invade  the  Gallic  provinces  on  the  side  of 
Rheetiu ;  and  though  he  could  not  expect  any  assistance  from 
Licinius,  he  was  flattered  with  the  hope  that  the  legions  of 
[llyricum,  allured  by  his  presents  and  promises,  would  desert 
the  standard  of  that  prince,  and  unanimously  declare  them- 
selves his  soldiers  and  subjects.^^  Constantine  no  longer  hesi- 
tated. He  had  deliberated  with  caution,  he  acted  with  vigor, 
lie  gave  a  private  audience  to  the  ambassadors,  who,  in  the 
name  of  the  senate  and  people,  conjured  him  to  deliver  Rome 
from  a  detested  tyrant ;  and,  wiUiout  regarding  the  timid 
remonstrances  of  his  council,  he  resolved  to  prevent  the 
enemy,  and  to  carry  the  war  into  the  heart  of  Italy.*® 

The  enterprise  was  as  full  of  danger  as  of  glory ;  and  the 
unsuccessful  event  of  two  former  invasions  was  sufficient  to 
inspire  the  most  serious  apprehensions.  The  veteran  troops, 
who  revered  the  name  of  Maximian,  had  embraced  in  both 
those  wars  the  party  of  his  son,  and  were  now  restrained  by  a 
sense  of  honor,  as  well  as  of  interest,  from  entertaining  an  idea 
of  a  second  desertion.  Maxentius,  who  considered  the  Pne- 
torian  guards  as  the  firmest  defence  of  his  throne,  had  in- 
creased them  to  their  ancient  establishment ;  and  they  composed, 


^  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  84,  85.    Nazariiis  in  Panegyr.  x.  7 — 13. 

*®  See  Panegyr.  Yet.  ix.  2.  Omnibus  fere  tiiis  ComitibuB  et  Dud- 
tms  non  solum  tacite  mussantibus,  sed  etiam  aperte  timentibus ;  con- 
tra oonailia  hominum,  contra  Haruspicum  monita,  ii>se  per  temet  lib- 
erande  urbia  tempus  yenisse  rintires.  The  embassy  of  the  Bomans 
b  mentioned  only  by  Zonaras,  (L  ziii,)  and  by  Cedrenus,  (in  Oom- 
pend.  Hist.  p.  270 ;)  but  those  modem  Greeks  had  the  opportunitt 
of  consulting  many  writers  which  have  since  been  lost,  among  whick 
wo  may  reckon  the  Ufe  of  Constantine  by  Praxagoras.  Photiiis  (p 
58)  has  made  a  short  extract  from  that  historical  work. 


or  THE   ROXAN  BXriBX.  47fi 

tocludiiig  the  rest  of  the  Italians  who  were  enlisted  into  hu 
lervice,  a  formidable  body  (5f  fourscore  thousand  men.  Forty 
thousand  Moors  and  Carthaginians  had  been  raised  since  the 
reduction  of  Africa.  Even  Sicily  furnished  its  proportion  of 
troops ;  and  the  armies  of  Maxentltis  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  foot  and  eighteen  thousand  horse.  The 
wealth  of  Italy  supplied  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  and  the 
adjacent  provinces  were  exhausted,  to  form  immense  maga- 
zines of  com  and  every  other  kind  of  provisions. 

The  whole  force  of  Constantino  consisted -of  ninety  thou- 
sand  foot  and  eight  thousand  horse  ;  ^^  and  as  the  defence  of 
the  Rhine  required  an  extraordinary  attention  during  the 
absence  of  the  emperor,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  employ 
above  half  his  troops  in  the  Italian  expedition,  imless  he  sacri- 
ficed the  public  safety  to  his  private  quarrel.^^  At  the  head 
of  about  forty  thousand  soldiers,  he  marched  to  encounter  an 
enemy  whose  numbers  were  at  least  four  times  superior  to  his 
own.  But  the  armies  of  Rome,  placed  at  a  secure  distance 
from  danger,  were  enervated  by  indulgence  and  luxury. 
Habituated  to  the  baths  and  theatres  of  Rome,  they  took  the 
field  with  reluctance,  and  were  chiefly  composed  of  vcteram 
who  had  almost  forgotten,  or  of  new  levies  who  had  never 
acquired,  the  use  of  arms  and  the  practice  of  war.  The  hardy 
legions  of  Graul  had  long  defended  the  frontiers  of  the  empire 
against  the  barbarians  of  the  North  ;  and  in  the  performance 
of  that  laborious  service,  their  valor  was  exercised  and  their 
discipline  confirmed.  There  appeared  the  same  difference 
between  the  leaders  as  between  the  armies.  Caprice  or  flat- 
tery had  tempted  Maxentius  with  the  hopes  of  conquest ;  but 
these  aspiring  hopes  soon  gave  way  to  the  habits  of  pleasure 
and  the  consciousness  of  his  inexperience.  The  intrepid  mind 
of  Constantino  had  been  trained  from  his  earliest  youth  to 
war,  to  action,  and  to  military  command. 

When  Hannibal   marched  from  Gaul  into  Italy,  he  was 


*^  Zosimus  (1.  ii  p.  86)  has  given  ub  this  curious  account  of  th« 
ftxroef  on  both  sides.  He  makes  no  mention  of  any  nayal  armaments, 
though  we  are  assured  (Panegyr.  Yet.  ix.  25)  that  the  war  was 
earried  on  oy  sea  as  well  as  by  land ;  and  that  the  fleet  of  Constan- 
tfne  took  possession  of  Sardinia,  Corsica,  and  the  ports  of  Italv* 

**  Panegyr.  Yet.  ix.  3.  It  Ib  not  surprising  that  the  orator  should 
diminish  tiie  numbers  with  which  his  sovereign  achieved  the  con« 
%uest  of  Italy;  but  it  appears  somewhat  singular  that  he  should 
-4teem  the  tyrant's  army  at  no  mo^e  than  100,000  men. 
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obliged ,  firRt  to  oiscover,  and  then  to  open^  a  way  ovei 
mountains,  and  thrcugh  savage  nations,  that  had  never  yielded 
a  pasvsage  to  a  regular  army.^^  The  Alps  were  then  guarded 
by  nature,  they  are  now  fortified  by  art.  Citadels,  constructed 
with  no  less  skill  than  labor  and  expense,  command  every 
avenue  into  the  plain,  and  on  that  side  render  Italy  almost 
inaccessible  to  the  enemies  of  the  king  of  Sardinia.**  But  ii 
the  course  of  the  intermediate  period,  the  generals,  who  have 
attempted  the  passage,  have  seldom  experienced  any  difficulty 
or  resistance.  In  the  age  of  Constantine,  the  peasants  of  the 
mountai  .6  were  civilized  and  obedient  subjects ;  the  country 
was  plentifully  stocked  with  provisions,  and  the  stupendous 
highways,  which  the  Romans  had  carried  over  the  Alps, 
opened  several  communications  between  Gaul  and  Italy.^^ 
Constantine  preferred  the  road  of  the  Cotttan  Alps,  or,  as  It  is 
now  called,  of  Mount  Cenis,  and  led  his  trpops  with  such  active 
diligence,  that  he  descended  into  the  plam  of  Piedmont  before 
the  court  of  Maxentius  had  received  any  certain  intelligence 
of  his  departure  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  The  city  of 
Susa,  however,  which  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Cenis, 
was  surrounded  with  walls,  and  provided  with  a  garrison 
sufficiently  numerous  to  check  the  progress  of  an  invader : 
but  the  impatience  of  Constantine^s  troops  disdained  the  tedious 
forms  of  a  siege.  The  same  day  that  they  appeared  before 
Susa,  they  applied  iire  to  the  gates,  and  ladders  to  the  walls ; 
and  mounting  to  the  assault  amidst  a  shower  of  stones  and 
arrows,  they  entered  the  place  sword  in  hand,  and  cut  in 

*^  The  three  principal  passages  of  the  Alps  between  Gaul  and 
Italy,  are  those  of  Mount  St.  Bernard,  Mount  Cenis,  and  Mount 
Qenevre.  Tradition,  and  a  resemblance  of  names,  {Alpes  PenrUrut,) 
had  assigned  the  first  of  these  for  the  march  of  Hannibal,  (see  Simler 
de  Alpibus.)  The  Chevalier  de  Folard  (Polyb.  torn,  iv.)  and  M. 
d'AnTille  have  led  him  over  Mount  Genevre.  But  notwithstanding 
the  authority  of  an  experienced  officer  and  a  learned  geographer,  the 
pretensions  of  Mount  Cenis  are  supported  in  a  specious,  not  to  say 
a  convincing,  manner,  by  M.  Grosley.  Observations  sur  I'ltalie, 
jonu  i.  p.  40,  &c.* 

*^  La  Brunette  near  Suae,  Demont,  Exiles,  FenestreUes,  Coni,  &e. 

**  See  Ammian.  Marcellin.  xv.  10.  His  description  of  the  roftds 
TTSr  the  Alps  is  clear,  lively,  and  accurate. 


*  The  dissertation  of  Messrs.  Cramer  and  Wickham  nas  clearly  shown 
ihat  the  Little  St.  Bernard  must  claim  the  honor  of  Hannibal't  passage 
K  tract  by  Mr.  Long  (London,  1831)  has  added  some  sensible  eometiHia 
•f  Hannibal's  march  to  the  Alps.  —  M. 
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piooes  the  greatest  part  of  the  garrison.  The  flames  werv 
extinguished  by  the  care  of  Constantine,  and  the  remains  of 
dusa  preserved  from  total  destruction.  About  forty  miles 
fK>m  thence,  a  more  severe  contest  awaited  him.  A  numer 
ous  army  of  Italians  was  assembled  under  the  lieutenants  of 
Maxentius,  in  the  plains  of  Turin.  Its  principal  strength  oon<» 
sisted  in  a  species  of  heavy  cavalry,  which  the  Romans,  sinoe 
the  decline  of  their  discipline,  had  borrowed  from  the  nation 
of  the  East.  The  horses,  as  well  as  the  men,  were  clothed  in 
complete  armor,  the  joints  of  which  were  artf\illy  adapted  to 
the  motions  of  their  bodies.  The  aspect  of  this  cavalry  was 
formidable,  their  weight  almost  irresistible ;  and  as,  on  this 
occasion,  their  generals  had  drawn  them  up  in  a  compact 
column  or  wedge,  with  a  sharp  point,  and  with  spreading 
flanks,  they  flattered  themselves  that  they  should  easily  break 
and  trample  down  the  army  of  Constantine.  They  might 
perhaps,  have  succeeded  in  their  design,  had  not  their  expe- 
rienced adversary  embraced  the  same  method  of  defence 
which  in  similar  circumstances  had  been  practised  by  Aure- 
lian.  The  skilful  evolutions  of  Constantine  divided  and  baffled 
this  massy  column  of  cavalry.  The  troops  of  Maxentius  fled 
in  confusion  towards  Turin ;  and  as  the  gates  of  the  city  were 
shut  against  them,  very  few  escaped  the  sword  of  the  victo 
nous  pursuers.  By  this  important  service,  Turin  deserved  to 
experience  the  clemency  and  even  favor  of  the  conqueror. 
He  made  his  entry  into  the  Imperial  palace  of  Milan,  and 
almost  all  the  cities  of  Italy  between  the  Alps  and  the  Po  not 
only  acknowledged  the  power,  but  embraced  with  zeal  the 
party,  of  Constantino.^ 

Prom  Milan  to  Rome,  the  iEmilian  and  Flaminian  highways 
oflered  an  easy  march  of  about  four  hundred  miles ;  but 
though  Constantine  was  impatient  to  encounter  the  tyrant,  he 
prudently  directed  his  operations  against  another  army  of  Ital- 
ians, who,  by  their  strength  and  position,  might  either  oppose 
his  progress,  or,  in  case  of  a  misfortune,  might  intercept  his 
vietreat.  Ruricius  Pompeianus,  a  general  distinguished  by  his 
valor  and  ability,  had  under  his  command  the  city  of  Verona, 
and  all  the  troops  that  were  stationed  in  the  prorince  of 
Venetia.     As  soon  as  he  was  informed  that  Constantine  was 


**  Zoaimus  ss  well  as  Busebius  hasten  from  the  passage  of  the  AX-pt 
CO  the  deoisiTe  aotion  near  Borne.    We  must  apply  to  t£e  two  Pane 
^yrica  lot  the  intennediate  actions  of  Constantine. 
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advauciii^  towards  him,  he  detached  a  large  body  of  ca\a«ry 
which  wa8  defeated  in  an  engagement  near  Brescia,  and  pur« 
sued  by  the  Grallic  legions  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Verona.  The 
necessity,  the  importance,  and  the  difficulties  of  the  siege  of 
Verona,  immediately  presented  themselves  to  the  sagacious 
mmd  of  Constantino.^^  The  city  was  accessible  only  by  a 
narrow  peninsula  towards  the  west,  as  the  other  three  sides 
were  surrounded  by  the  Adige,  a  rapid  river,  which  covered 
the  province  of  Venetia,  from  whence  the  besieged  derivea 
an  inexhaustible  supply  of  men  and  provisions.  It  was  not 
without  great  difficulty,  and  af\er  several  fruitless  attempts 
that  Constantino  found  means  to  pass  the  river  at  some  distance 
above  the  city,  and  in  a  place  where  the  torrent  was  lest 
violent.  He  then  encompassed  Verona  with  strong  lines, 
pushed  his  attacks  with  prudent  vigor,  and  repelled  a  desperate 
sally  of  Pompeianus.  That  intrepid  general,  when  he  had 
used  every  means  of  defence  that  the  strength  of  the  place  or 
that  of  the  garrison  could  affi^rd,  secretly  escaped  from  Verona, 
anxious  not  for  his  own,  but  for  the  public  safety.  With  inde- 
fatigable diligence  he  soon  collected  an  army  sufficient  either 
to  meet  Constantine  in  the  field,  or  to  attack  him  if  he  obsti- 
nately remained  within  his  lines.  The  emperor,  attentive  to 
the  nK>tions,  and  informed  of  the  approach,  of  so  formidable 
an  enemy,  lef^  a  part  of  his  legions  to  continue  the  operations 
of  the  siege,  whilst,  at  the  head  of  those  troops  on  whose  valor 
and  fidelity  he  more  particularly  depended,  he  advanced  in 
person  to  engage  the  general  of  Maxentius.  The  army  of 
Gaul  was  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  according  to  the  usual  prac- 
tice of  war ;  but  their  experienced  leader,  perceiving  that  the 
numbers  of  the  Italians  far  exceeded  his  own,  suddenly 
changed  his  disposition,  and,  reducing  the  second,  extended 
the  front  of  his  first  line  to  a  just  proportion  with  that  of  the 
«nemy.  Such  evolutions,  which  only  veteran  troops  can 
execute  without  confusion  in  a  moment  of  danger,  commonly 
prove  dijcisive ;  but  as  this  engagement  began  towards  the 
close  of  the  day,  and  was  contested  with  great  obstinacy  during 
Jbe  whole  ni^t,  there  was  less  room  for  the  conduct  of  tbe 

AT  jj^  Marquis  Maffei  has  erainiiied  the  siege  and  battle  of  Verona 
frith  that  degree  of  attention  and  accuraoy  which  was  due  to  a  memo- 
rable action  that  happened  in  his  native  country.  The  fortificationfl 
of  thatjcity,  constructed  by  Gallienus,  were  less  extensive  than  the 
modem  walls,  and  the  amphitheatre  was  not  included  within  thcii 
«izmunffqr«nce.    See  Yerooa  Ulustrata,  part  i.  p.  142*  160. 
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geneFalfl  than  for  the  courage  of  the  soldien.  The  rennv 
of  light  displayed  the  victory  of  Constantino,  and  a  field  of 
carnage  covered  with  many  thousands  of  the  vanquished 
Italians.  Their  general,  Pompeianus,  was  found  among  the 
slain ;  Verona  immediately  surrendered  at  discretion,  afjd  the 
garrison  was  made  prisoners  of  war.^  When  the  ofiicers  of 
the  victorious  army  congratulated  their  master  on  this  impor- 
tant success,  they  ventured  to  add  some  respectful  complaints 
of  such  a  nature,  however,  as  the  most  jealous  monarchs  will 
listen  to  without  displeasure.  They  represented  to  Constan- 
tine,  that,  not  contented  with  all  the  duties  of  a  commander 
he  had  exposed  his  own  person  with  an  excess  of  valor  which 
almost  degenerated  into  rashness  ;  and  they  conjured  him  foi 
the  future  to  pay  more  regard  to  the  preservation  of  a  life  in 
which  the  safety  of  Rome  and  of  the  empire  was  involved.^ 
While  Constantine  signalized  his  conduct  and  valor  in  the 
field,  the  sovereign  of  Italy  appeared  insensible  of  the  calam- 
ities and  danger  of  a  civil  war  which  raged  in  the  heart  of  his 
dominions.  Pleasure  was  still  the  only  business  of  Maxentius. 
Concealing,  or  at  least  attempting  to  conceal,  from  the  public 
knowledge  the  misfortunes  of  his  arms,^^  he  indulged  himself 
in  a  vain  confidence,  which  deferred  ihe  remedies  of  the  ap- 
proaching evil,  without  deferring  the  evil  itself.^^  The  rapid 
progress  of  Constantino^^  was  scarcely  sufiicient  to  awaken 
him  from  this  fatal  security ;  he  fiattered  himself,  that  his 
well-known  liberality,  and  the  majesty  of  the  Roman  name, 
which  had  already  delivered  him  from  two  invasions,  would 
dissipate  with  the  same  facility  the  rebellious  army  of  GquI. 
The  ofiicers  of  experience  and  ability,  who  had  served  under 
the  banners  of  Maximian,  were  at  length  compelled  to  inform 
his  effeminate  son  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  he  was 

**  They  wanted  chains  for  so  great  a  multitude  of  captives ;  and 
the  whole  council  was  at  a  loss ;  but  the  sagacious  conqueror  imagined 
the  happy  expedient  of  converting  into  fetters  the  swords  of  the  van- 
qmhed.    Panesyr.  Vet.  ix.  11. 

••  Panegyr.  A^t.  ix.  10. 

**  literas  calamitatum  suarum  indices  supprimebat.  Panegyr.  Yet 
JK.  15. 

^  Remedia  malorum  potius  quam  mala  differebat,  is  the  fine  een- 
inre  which  Tacitus  passes  on  the  supine  indolence  of  Vitdliua. 

**  The  Marquis  Maffei  has  made  it  extremely  probable  that  Con 
■tantine  was  still  at  Verona,  the  1st  of  September,  A.  D.  812,  and 
that  the  memorable  era  of  tiie  ind'ctions  was  dated  from  his  oonqnesc 
of  this  CiMlpinc  Gaul 
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reduoed ;  and,  with  a  freedom  that  at  once  surprised  and 
convinced  him,  to  urge  the  necessity  Df  preventing  his  ruin, 
by  a  vigorous  exertion  of  his  remaining  power.  The  resources 
of  Maxentius,  both  of  men  and  money,  were  still  considerable. 
The  Preetorian  guards  feh  how  strongly  their  own  interest  and 
safety  were  connected  with  his  cause ;  and  a  third  army  was 
soon  collected,  more  numerous  than  those  which  had  beer 
lost  in  the  battles  of  Turin  and  Verona.  It  was  far  from  the 
mtention  of  the  emperor  to  lead  his  troops  in  person.  A 
stranger  to  the  exercises  of  war,  he  trembled  at  the  appre 
hension  of  so  dangerous  a  contest ;  and  as  fear  is  commonly 
superstitious,  he  listened  with  melancholy  attention  to  the 
rumors  of  omens  and  presages  which  seemed  to  menace  his 
life  and  empire.  Shame  at  length  supplied  the  place  of 
courage,  and  forced  him  to  take  the  field.  He  was  unable  to 
sustain  the  contempt  of  the  Roman  people.  The  circus 
resounded  with  their  indignant  clamors,  and  they  tumultuously 
besieged  the  gates  of  the  palace,  reproaching  the  pusilla- 
nimity of  their  indolent  sovereign,  and  celebrating  the  heroic 
spirit  of  Constantine.^^  Before  Maxentius  lefl  Rome^  he 
consulted  the  Sibylline  books.  The  guardiansof  these  ancient 
oracles  were  as  well  versed  in  the  arts  of  this  world  as  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  secrets  of  fate  ;  and  they  returned  him 
a  very  prudent  answer,  which  might  adapt  itself  to  the 
event,  and  secure  their  reputation,  whatever  should  be  the 
chance  of  arms.®^ 

The  celerity  of  Constantine's  march  has  been  compared  to 
the  rapid  conquest  of  Italy  by  the  first  of  the  Ceesars ;  nor  id 
the  flattering  parallel  repugnant  to  the  truth  of  history,  since 
no  more  than  fifly-eight  days  elapsed  between  the  surreiidef 
of  Verona  and  the  final  decision  of  the  war.  Constantino 
had  always  apprehended  that  the  tyrant  would  consult  the 
dictates  of  fear,  and  perhaps  of  prudence ;  and  that,  instead 
of  risking  his  last  hopes  in  a  general  engagement,  he  would 
shut  himself  up  within  the  walls  of  Rome.  His  ample  mag- 
azines secured  him  against  the  danger  of  famine  ;  and  as  the 
situation  of  Constantine  admitted  not  of  delay,  he  might  have 
been  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of  destroying  with  fire  and 
iword  the  Imperial  city,  the  noblest  reward  of  his  victory 

"  Sm  Panegyr.  Vet  xi.  16.    Lactantius  de  M.  P.  o.  44. 
**  nio  die  hostem  Romanorum  esse  peritunun.    The  vsaqilli1i«4 
prince  became  of  course  the  enemy  of  Rome. 
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ana  the  deliverance  of  which  had  been  the  motive,  or  rather 
indeed  the  pretence,  of  the  civil  virar.^*  It  was  with  equal 
surprise  and  pleasure,  that  on  his  arrival  at  a  place  called 
Saxa  Rubra,  about  nine  miles  from  Rome,^  he  discovered 
Ihe  army  of  Maxentius  prepared  to  give  him  battle.®^  Theii 
long  front  filled  a  very  spacious  plain,  and  their  deep  array 
reached  to  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  which  covered  their  rear 
and  forbade  thei'*  retreat.  We  are  informed,  and  we  may 
believe,  that  Consiantine  disposed  his  troops  with  consummate 
•kill,  and  that  he  chose  for  himself  the  post  of  honor  and 
danger.  Distinguished  by  the  splendor  of  his  arms,  he 
<!harged  in  person  the  cavalry  of  his  rival ;  and  his  irresist- 
ible attack  determined  the  fortune  of*  the  day.  The  cavalry 
of  Maxentius  was  principally  composed  either  of  unwieldy 
cuirassiers,  or  of  light  Moors  and  Numidians.  They  yielded 
to  the  vigor  of  the  Grallic  horse,  which  possessed  more  activ- 
ity than  the  one,  more  firmness  than  the  other.  The  defeat 
of  the  two  wings  lef\  the  infantry  without  any  protection  on  its 
flanks,  and  the  undisciplined  Italians  fled  without  reluctance 
from  the  standard  of  a  tyrant  whom  they  had  always  hated, 
and  whom  they  no  longer  feared.  The  Praetorians,  conscious 
that  their  offences  were  beyond  the  reach  of  mercy,  were 
animated  by  revenge  and  despair.  Notwithstanding  their 
repeated  efforts,  those  brave  veterans  were  unable  to  recover 
the  victory  :  they  obtained,  however,  an  honorable  death ; 
and  it  was  observed  that  their  bodies  covered  the  same  ground 
which  had  been  occupied  by  their  ranks.^^  The  confusion 
then  became  general,  and  the  dismayed  troops  of  Maxentius, 
pursued  by  an  implacable  enemy,  rushed  by  thousands  into 


•*  See  Pauegyr,  Vet,  ix.  16,  x.  27.  The  former  of  these  orators 
magnifies  the  hoards  of  corn,  which  Maxentius  had  collected  from 
A&ica  and  the  Islands.  And  yet,  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  scarcity 
mentioned  by  Eusebius,  (in  Vit.  Constantin.  1.  i.  c.  36,)  the  Imperial 
granaries  must  have  been  open  only  to  the  soldiers. 

^  Maxentius  .  .  .  tandem  urbe  in  Saxa  Rubra,  miUia  ferme  novenr. 
egerrime  progressus.      Aurelius  Victor.     See   Cellarius  Geograph 
Antiq.  torn.  i.  p.  463.     Saxa  Rubra  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Cremera,  a  trifling  rivulet,  illustrated  by  the  valor  and  glorious  death 
of  the  three  hundred  FabiL 

•'  The  post  which  Maxentius  had  taken,  with  the  Tyber  in  his  reai, 
w  very  clearly  described  by  the  two  Panegyrists,  ix.  16,  x.  28. 

^  SxoeptiB  latrocinii  ilhus  primis  auctoribus,  qui  desperati  veniL 
looum  quem  pugnse  sumpserant  texero  corporibus.  Panegyr.  Vst 
Ix.  17. 

23* 
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the  ik^p  and  rapid  stream  of  the  Tyber.  The  i^mperor  him- 
■elf  attempted  to  escape  back  into  the  city  over  die  Milvian 
bridge ;  but  the  crowds  which  pressed  together  through  that 
narrow  passage  forced  him  into  the  river,  where  he  was  im- 
mediately drowned  by  the  weight  of  his  armor.^®  His  body, 
which  had  sunk  very  deep  into  the  mud,  was  found  with  some 
difficulty  the  next  day.  The  sight  of  his  head,  when  it  was 
exposed  to  the  eyes  of  the  people,  convinced  them  of  their 
deliverance,  and  admonished  them  to  receive  with  acclama- 
tions  of  loyalty  and  gratitude  the  fortunate  Constantino,  who 
thus  achieved  by  his  valor  and  ability  the  most  splendid  enter* 
prise  of  his  life.'^ 

In  the  use  of  victory,  Constantine  neither  deserved  the 
praise  of  clemency,  nor  incurred  the  censure  of  immoderate 
rigor.'^^  He  inflicted  the  same  treatment  to  which  a  defeat 
would  have  exposed  his  own  person  and  family,  put  to  death 
the  two  sons  of  the  tyrant,  and  carefully  extirpated  his  whole 

*  A  very  idle  rumor  soon  prevailed,  that  Maxontius,  who  had  not 
taken  any  precaution  for  his  own  retreat,  had  contrived  a  very  artful 
snare  to  destroy  the  army  of  the  pursuers ;  but  that  the  wooden  bridge, 
which  was  to  have  been  loosened  on  the  approach  of  Ck)n8tantine, 
unluckily  broke  down  under  the  weight  of  the  flying  Italians.  M.  de 
Tillemont  (Hist,  des  Empereurs,  torn.  iv.  part  i.  p.  676)  very  seri- 
ously examines  whether,  in  contradiction  to  common  sense,  the  testi- 
mony of  Eusebius  and  Zosimus  ought  to  prevail  over  the  silence  of 
Lactantius,  Nazaiius,  and  the  anonymous,  but  contemporary  orator, 
who  composed  the  ninth  Panegyric* 

''^  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  86 — 88,  and  the  two  Panegyrics,  the  former  of 
which  was  pronounced  a  few  months  afterwards,  afford  the  clearest 
notion  of  this  great  battle.  Lactantius,  Eusebius,  and  even  the  Epit- 
omes, supply  several  useful  hints. 

7^  Zosimus,  the  enemy  of  Constantine,  allows  (1.  ii.  p.  88)  that 
only  a  few  of  the  friends  of  Maxentius  were  put  to  death ;  but  W6 
may  remark  the  expressive  passage  of  Nazarius,  (Panegyr.  Vet.  x.  6,) 
Omnibus  qui  labefactari  statum  ejus  poterant  ctun  stirpe  deletis.t 
The  other  orator  (Panegyr.  Yet.  ix.  20,  21)  contents  himself  with 
.observing,  that  Constantine,  when  he  entered  Rome,  did  not  imitate 
the  cruel  massacres  of  Cinna,  of  Marius,  or  of  Sylla. 


*  Manso  (Beylage,  viO  examines  the  question,  and  adduces  two  mam- 
test  allusions  to  the  bridge,  from  the  Liie  of  Constantine  by  Praxa«oras 
and  from  libanius.  Is  it  not  verv  probable  that  such  a  bridge  was  thrown 
over  the  river  to  facilitate  the  advance,  and  to  secure  the  retreat,  of  the 
army  of  Maxentius  ?  In  case  of  defeat,  orders  were  given  for  destroying 
It,  in  order  to  check  the  pursuit :  it  broke  down  accidentally,  or  in  the  con- 
fusion was  destroyed,  as  has  not  unfrequently  been  the  ease,  before  tht 
tn>oper  time.  —  M. 

t  This  may  refer  to  tke  son  or  sons  of  Maxentius.  —  M. 
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race  The  most  distinguished  adherents  of  Maxentius  ruusr 
have  expected  to  share  his  fate,  as  they  had  shared  his  pros 
perity  and  his  crimes ;  but  when  the  Roman  people  loudly 
demanded  a  greater  number  of  victims,  the  conqueror  resisted, 
with  firmness  and  humanity,  those  servile  clamors,  which  were 
dictated  by  flattery  as  well  as  by  resentment  Informers  weni 
punished  and  discouraged ;  the  innocent,  who  had  sufieied 
under  the  late  tyranny,  were  recalled  from  exile,  and  restored 
to  their  estates.  A  general  act  of  oblivion  quieted  the  minds 
and  settled  the  property  of  the  people,  both  in  Italy  and  in 
Africa.73  The  first  time  that  Constantine  honored  the  senate 
with  his  presence,  he  recapitulated  his  own  services  and  ex- 
ploits in  a  modest  oration,  assured  that  illustrious  order  of  his 
sincere  regard,  and  promised  to  reestablish  its  ancient  dignity 
and  privileges.  The  grateful  senate  repaid  these  unmeaning 
professions  by  the  empty  titles  of  honor,  which  it  was  yet  in 
their  power  to  bestow ;  and  without  presuming  to  ratify  the 
authority  of  Constantine,  they  passed  a  decree  to  assign  him 
the  first  rank  among  the  three  Augusti  who  governed  the  Ro- 
man world.''^  Grames  and  festivals  were  instituted  to  preserve 
the  fame  of  his  victor}',  and  several  edifices,  raised  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Maxentius,  were  dedicated  to  the  honor  of  his  suc- 
cessful rival.  The  triumphal  arch  of  Constantine  still  remains 
a  melancholy  proof  of  the  decline  of  the  arts,  and  a  singular 
testimony  of  the  meanest  vanity.  As  it  was  not  possible  to 
find  in  the  capital  of  the  empire  a  sculptor  who  was  capable 
of  adorning  that  public  monument,  the  arch  of  Trajan,  with- 
out any  respect  either  for  his  memory  or  for  the  ruies  of  pro- 
priety, was  stripped  of  its  most  elegant  figures.  The  differ- 
ence of  times  and  persons,  of  actions  and  characters,  was 
totally  disregarded.  The  Parthian  captives  appear  prostrate 
at  the  feet  of  a  prince  who  never  carried  bis  arms  beyond  the 
Euphrates ;  and  curious  antiquarians  can  still  discover  the 
head  of  Trajan  on  the  trophies  of  Constantine.  The  new 
ornaments  which  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  between  the 
vacancies  of  ancient  sculpture  are  executed  in  the  rudest  and 
most  unskilful  manner.^^ 

"  See  the  two  Panegyrics,  end  the  laws  of  this  and  the  ensuing 
fear,  in  the  Theodosian  Code. 

^  Panegyr.  Yet.  ix.  20.  I^ctantius  de  M.  P.  o.  44.  Mazimin, 
who  was  confessedly  the  eldest  Caesar,  claimed,  with  some  show  of 
feaion,  the  first  rank  among  the  Augusti. 

^^  Adhuc  cuncta  opera  quae  magnifice  constniTtrat,  nrbis  iac  oxa 
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The  nual  abolition  of  the  PrEBtorian  guards  was  a  measure 
ot  prudence  as  well  as  of  revenge.  Those  haughty  troopSi, 
whose  numbers  and  privileges  had  been  restored,  and  evec 
augmented,  by  Maxentius,  were  forever  suppressed  by  Coa« 
Btantine.  Their  fortified  camp  was  destroyed,  and  the  few 
Praetorians  who  had  escaped  the  fury  of  the  sword  were  dis- 
persed among  the  legions,  and  banished  to  the  frontiers  of  the 
empire,  where  they  might  be  serviceable  without  again  becom 
ing  dangerousJ^  By  suppressing  the  troops  which  were 
usually  stationed  in  Rome,  Gonstantine  gave  the  fatal  blow  to 
the  dignity  of  the  senate  and  people,  and  the  disarmed  capital 
was  exposed  without  protection  to  the  insults  or  neglect  of  its 
distant  master.  We  may  observe,  that  in  this  last  effort  to 
preserve  their  expiring  freedom,  the  Romans,  from  the  appre 
iicnsion  of  a  tribute,  had  raised  Maxentius  to  the  throne.  He 
exacted  that  tribute  from  the  senate  under  the  name  of  a  free 
gif\.  They  implored  the  assistance  of  Gonstantine.  He  van- 
quished the  tyrant,  and  converted  the  free  gift  into  a  perpetual 
tax.  The  senators,  according  to  the  declaration  which  was 
required  of  their  property,  were  divided  into  several  classes. 
The  most  opulent  paid  annually  eight  pounds  of  gold,  the 
next  class  paid  four,  the  last  two,  and  those  whose  poverty 
might  have  claimed  an  exemption,  were  assessed,  however,  at 
seven  pieces  of  gold.  Besides  tne  regular  members  of  the 
senate,  their  sons,  their  descendants,  and  even  their  relations, 
enjoyed  the  vain  privileges,  and  supported  the  heav%  burdens, 
ol  the  senatorial  order  ;  nor  will  it  any  longer  excite  our  sur- 
prise, that  Gonstantine  should  be  attentive  to  increase  the 
number  of  persons  who  were  included  under  so  useful  a  de- 
scription.'^^     After   the   defeat  of  Maxentius,  the   victorious 

atque  baailicam,  Plavii  mentis  patres  sacrarere.  Aurelius  Victor. 
With  regard  to  the  theft  of  Trajan's  trophies,  consult  Flaminius 
Vacco,  apud  Montfaucon,  Diarium  Italicum,  p.  250,  and  rAntiquito 
Expliqu6e  of  the  latter,  torn.  iv.  p.  171. 

'^  Praetoriae  legiones  ao  subsidia  factionibus  aptiora  quam  urbi 
Rome,  sttblata  penituB ;  simul  arma  atque  uaus  indumenti  militaris. 
Aurelius  Victor.  Zosimus  (1.  ii.  p.  89)  mentions  this  fact  as  an  histo- 
rian, and  it  is  very  pompously  celebrated  in  the  ninth  Panegyric. 

^*  Ex  omnibus  provinciis  optimates  viros  Curiae  tuae  pigneraveiis ; 
at  Senates  dignitas  ....  ex  totius  Orbis  flore  consistcret.  Naia- 
rius  in  Panegyr.  Vet.  x.  35.  The  word  pigneraveris  might  ahnost 
■eem  maliciously  chosen.  Concerning  the  senatorial  tax,  see  Zosi- 
mus, 1.  ii.  p.  115,  the  second  title  of  the  sixth  book  of  the  Theodo- 
«ian  Code,  "w-ith  Godefroy's  Commentary,  and  Mfemoirf*  de  TAcadfe- 
mie  des  Inscriptions,  tom.  xxviu.  p.  726. 
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smpefor  passed  no  more  than  two  or  three  months  in  RoniOi 
which  he  visited  twice  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to 
oelehrate  the  lolemn  festivals  of  the  tenth  and  of  the  twentieth 
3rears  of  his  reign.  Constantino  was  almost  perpetually  io 
motion,  to  exercise  the  legions,  or  to  inspect  the  state  of  the 
provinces.  Treves,  Milan,  Aquileia,  Sirmium,  Naissus,  and 
Thessalonica,  were  the  occasional  places  of  his  residence,  till 
he  founded  a  new  Rome  on  the  confines  of  Europe  and  Asia.'^^ 
Before  Constantine  marched  into  Italy,  he  had  secured  tiie 
friendship,  or  at  least  the  neutrality,  of  Licinius,  the  Illyriao 
emperor.  He  had  promised  his  sister  Constantia  in  marriage 
to  that  prince  ;  hut  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials  was  deferred 
till  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  the  interview  of  the 
two  emperors  at  Milan,  which  was  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
appeared  to  cement  the  union  of  their  families  and  interests.'^^ 
In  the  midst  of  the  public  festivity  they  were  suddenly  obliged 
to  take  leave  of  each  other.  An  inroad  of  the  Franks  sum- 
moned Constantine  to  the  Rhine,  and  the  hostile  approach  of 
the  sovereign  of  Asia  demanded  the  immediate  presence  of 
Licinius.  Maximin  had  been  the  secret  ally  of  Moxentius, 
and  without  being  discouraged  by  his  fate,  he  resolved  to  try 
the  fortune  of  a  civil  war.  He  moved  out  of  Syria,  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Bithynia,  in  the  depth  of  winter.  The  season 
was  severe  and  tempestuous ;  great  numbers  of  men  as  well 
as  horses  perished  in  the  snow  ;  and  as  the  roads  were  brokoL 
dp  by  incessant  rains,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  behind  him  a 
considerable  part  of  the  heavy  baggage,  which  was  unable  to 
follow  the  rapidity  of  his  forced  marches.  By  this  extraor- 
dinary efibrt  of  diligence,  he  arrived,  with  a  harassed  but  for 
midable  army,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thracian  Bosphorus  before 
the  lieutenants  of  Licinius  were  apprised  of  his  hostile  inten- 
tions. Byzantium  surrendered  to  the  power  of  Maximin,  after 
a  siege  of  eleven  days.  He  was  detained  some  days  under 
the  walls  of  Heraclea  ;  and  he  had  no  sooner  taken  possession 


"^  From  the  Theodosian  Code,  we  may  now  begin  to  trace  the 
motions  of  the  emperors ;  but  the  dates  both  of  time  and  place  have 
frequently  been  altered  by  the  carelessness  of  transcribers. 

^  Zosimus  (1.  ii.  p.  89)  observes,  that  before  the  war  the  sister  of 
Constantine  had  been  betrothed  to  Licinius.  According  to  the  younget 
Victor,  Diocletian  was  invited  to  the  nuptials ;  but  having  ventured 
to  plead  his  age  and  infirmities,  he  received  a  second  letter,  filled  witb 
leproaeiies  for  his  kupposed  partiality  to  the  cause  of  Maxei  tius  and 
Ifazimin, 
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of  that  city,  than  he  was  alarmed  by  the  intelligence,  that 
Licinius  had  pitched  his  camp  at  the  distance  of  only  eighteen 
miles.  After  a  fruitless  negotiation,  in  which  the  two  princes 
attempted  to  seduce  the  fidelity  of  each  other^s  adherents, 
they  had  recourse  to  arms.  The  emperor  of  the  East  com- 
manded a  disciplined  and  veteran  army  of  above  seventy 
thousand  men ;  and  Licinius,  who  had  collected  about  thirty 
thousand  Illyrians,  was  at  first  oppressed  by  the  superiority  of 
numbers.  His  military  skill,  and  the  firmness  of  his  troops^ 
restored  the  day,  and  obtained  a  decisive  victory.  The  incred- 
ible speed  which  Maximin  exerted  in  his  flight  is  much  more 
celebrated  than  his  prowess  in  the  battle.  Twenty-four  hours 
afterwards  he  was  seen,  pale,  trembling,  and  wi^out  his  Im- 
perial ornaments,  at  Nicomedia,  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles 
from  the  place  of  his  defeat.  The  wealth  of  Asia  was  yet 
unexhausted  ;  and  though  the  flower  of  his  veterans  had  fallen 
m  the  late  action,  he  had  still  power,  if  he  could  obtain  time, 
to  draw  very  numerous  levies  from  Syria  and  Egypt.  Bui 
he  survived  his  misfortune  only  three  or  four  months.  His 
death,  which  happened  at  Tarsus,  was  variously  ascribed  to 
despair,  to  poison,  and  to  the  divine  justice.  As  Maximin- 
was  alike  destitute  of  abilities  and  of  virtue,  he  was  lamented 
neither  by  the  people  nor  by  the  soldiers.  The  provinces  of 
the  East,  delivered  from  the  terrors  of  civil  war,  cheerfully 
acknowledged  the  authority  of  Licinius.''^ 

The  vanquished  emperor  left  behind  him  two  children,  a  boy 
of  about  eight,  and  a  girl  of  about  seven,  years  old.  Their 
inoffensive  age  might  have  excited  compassion  ;  but  the  com- 
passion of  Licinius  was  a  very  feeble  resource,  nor  did  it 
restrain  him  from  extinguishing  the  name  and  memory  of  his 
adversary.  The  death  of  Severianus  will  admit  of  less  excuse, 
as  it  was  dictated  neither  by  revenge  nor  by  policy.  The 
conqueror  had  never  received  any  injury  from  the  father  of 
that  unhappy  youth,  and  the  short  and  obscure  reign  of  Seve- 
nis,  in  a  distant  part  of  the  empire,  was  already  forgotten. 
But  the  execution  of  Candidianus  was  an  act  of  the  blackest 
cruelty  and  ingratitude.  He  was  the  natural  son  of  Galerius, 
iie  fnend  and  benefactor  of  Licinius.    The  prudent  father 

^  Zosimus  mentions  the  defeat  and  death  of  Maximin  as  ordinary 
•rents ;  but  Lactantiiis  expatiates  on  them,  (de  M.  P.  c.  45 — 60,}  as- 
cribing them  to  the  miraculous  interposition  of  Heaven.  Lidmus  ai 
that  time  was  one  of  the  protectors  of  the  church. 
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Dad  judged  him  too  young  to  sustain  the  weight  of  a  diadem 
but  he  hoped  that,  under  the  protection  of  princes  who  were 
bdebted  to  his  favor  for  the  Imperial  purple,  Gandidianua 
might  pass  a  secure  and  honorable  life.  He  was  now  ad« 
?ancing  towards  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  royalty 
of  his  birth,  though  unsupported  either  by  merit  or  ambition, 
was  sufficient  to  exasperate  the  jealous  mind  of  Licinius.^ 
To  these  innocent  and  illustrious  victims  of  his  tyranny,  we 
must  add  the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  emperor  Diocletian. 
When  that  prince  conferred  on  Galerius  the  title  of  Csesar,  he 
had  given  him  in  marriage  his  daughter  Valeria,  whose  melan- 
choly adventures  might  furnish  a  very  singular  subject  foi 
tragedy.  She  had  fulfilled  and  even  surpassed  the  duties  of  a 
wife.  As  she  had  not  any  children  herself,  she  condescended 
to  adopt  the  illegitimate  son  of  her  husband,  and  invariably 
displayed  towards  the  unhappy  Candidianus  the  tenderness 
and  anxiety  of  a  real  mother.  After  the  death  of  Galerius, 
her  ample  possessions  provoked  the  avarice,  and  her  personal 
attractions  excited  the  desires,  of  his  successor,  Maximin.^^ 
He  had  a  wife  still  alive ;  but  divorce  was  permitted  by  the 
Roman  law,  and  the  fierce  passions  of  the  tyrant  demanded 
an  immediate  gratification.  The  answer  of  Valeria  was  such 
as  became  the  daughter  and  widow  of  emperors ;  but  it  was 
tempered  by  the  prudence  which  her  defenceless  condition 
compelled  her  to  observe.  She  represented  to  the  persons 
whom  Maximin  had  employed  on  thii3  occasion,  ^'  that  even  if 
honor  could  permit  a  woman  of  her  character  and  dignity  to 
entertain  a  thought  of  second  nuptials,  decency  at  least  must 
forbid  her  to  listen  to  his  addresses  at  a  time  when  the  ashes 
of  her  husband  and  his  benefactor  were  still  warm,  and  while 
the  sorrows  of  her  mind  were  still  expressed  by  her  mourning 
garments.     She  ventured  to  declare,  that  she  could  place  very 

■ -  I  I  I.  ■!!  I    I  r  I   I     J  ■       ■    I   I  II 

^  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  50.  Aurelius  Victor  touches  on  the 
different  conduct  of  Licinius,  and  of  Constantine,  in  the  use  of 
victory. 

'^  The  sensual  appetites  of  Maximin  were  gratified  at  the  expense 
of  his  subjects.  His  eunuchs,  who  forced  away  wives  and  virginl^ 
examined  their  naked  charms  with  anxious  curiosity,  lest  any  part  of 
their  body  should  be  found  unworthy  of  the  royal  embraces.  Coy- 
ness and  disdain  were  considered  as  treason,  and  the  obstinate  £ui 
one  was  condemned  to  be  drowned.  A  custom  was  gradually  intro- 
duced, that  no  person  should  marry  a  wife  without  the  permission  oi 
che  emperor,  "  ut  ipse  in  omnibiu  ouptiis  prsegustator  essot."  Lao 
Umtius  de  M  P.  c.  38. 

R 
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little  confideiico  in  the  professions  of  a  man  whose  crue 
inconstancy  was  capable  of  repudiating  a  faithful  and  afibc- 
tionate  wlfe."®^  On  this  repulse,  the  love  of  Maximin  was 
converted  into  fury ;  and  as  witnesses  and  judges  were  alwayi 
at  his  disposal,  it  was  easy  for  him  to  cover  his  fury  with  an 
appearance  of  legal  proceedings,  and  to  assault  the  reputation 
as  well  as  the  happiness  of  Valeria.  Her  estates  were  confis* 
cated,  her  eunuchs  and  domestics  devoted  to  the  most  inhumao 
tortures ;  and  several  innocent  and  respectable  matrons,  who 
were  honored  with  her  friendship,  suffered  death,  on  a  false 
accusation  of  adultery.  The  empress  herself,  together  witb 
her  mother  Prisca,  was  condemned  to  exile;  and  as  they 
were  ignominiously  hurried  from  place  to  place  before  they 
were  confined  to  a  sequestered  village  in  the  deserts  of  Syria 
they  exposed  their  shame  and  distress  to  the  provinces  of  the 
East,  which,  during  thirty  years,  had  respected  their  august 
dignity.  Diocletian  made  several  ineffectual  efforts  to  allevi- 
ate the  misfortunes  of  his  daughter ;  and,  as  the  last  return 
that  he  expected  for  the  Imperial  purple,  which  he  had  con- 
ferred upon  Maximin,  he  entreated  that  Valeria  might  be 
permitted  to  share  his  r  rement  of  Salona,  and  to  close  the 
eyes  of  her  afflicted  father.®^  jje  entreated ;  but  as  he  could 
no  longer  threaten,  his  prayers  were  received  with  coldness 
and  disdain ;  and  the  pride  of  Maximin  was  gratified,  in  treat- 
ing Diocletian  as  a  suppliant,  and  his  daughter  as  a  criminal. 
The  death  of  Maximin  seemed  to  assure  the  empresses  of  a 
favorable  alteration  in  their  fortune.  The  public  disorders 
relaxed  the  vigilance  of  their  guard,  and  they  easily  found 
means  to  escape  from  the  place  of  their  exile,  and  to  repair, 
though  with  some  precaution,  and  in  disguise,  to  the  court  of 
Licinius.  His  behavior,  in  the  first  days  of  his  reign,  and  the 
honorable  reception  which  he  gave  to  young  Candidianuis, 
inspired  Valeria  with  a  secret  satisfaction,  both  on  her  own 
account  and  on  that  of  her  adopted  son.  But  these  grateful 
prospects  were  soon  succeeded  by  horror  and  astonishment ; 
and  the  bloody  executions  which  stained  the  palace  of  NicO- 
media  sufHciently  convinced  her  that  the  throne  of  Maximin 


"  Lactantiis  de  M.  P.  c.  89. 

**  Diocletian  at  last  sent  cognatum  suum,  quendam  militarem  w 

etentem  virum,  to  intercede  in  favor  of  his  daughter,  (Ijactantius  dr 
>  P.  o.  41.)    We  are  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  historv  oi 
Uiese  times  to  point  out  the  person  who  was  employed. 
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^as  filled  by  a  tymnt  more  inhuman  than  himself.  Valeria 
consulted  her  safety  by  a  hasty  flight,  and,  still  accompanied 
by  her  mother  Prisca,  they  wandered  above  fifteen  months  ^ 
ihrough  the  provinces,  concealed  in  the  disguise  of  plebeian 
habits  They  were  at  length  discovered  at  Thesscdonica ;  and 
as  the  sentence  of  their  death  was  already  pronounced,  they 
were  immediatsly  beheaded,  and  their  bodies  thrown  into  the 
sea.  The  people  gazed  on  the  melancholy  spectacle;  but 
diair  grief  and  indignation  were  suppressed  by  the  terrors  of  a 
military  guard.  Such  was  the  unworthy  fate  of  the  wife  and 
daughter  of  Diocletian.  We  lament  their  misfortunes,  we 
cannot  discover  their  crimes;  and  whatever  idea  we  may 
ji  ftly  entertain  of  the  cruelty  of  Licinius,  it  remains  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  he  was  not  contented  with  some  more  secret 
and  decent  method  of  revenge.®* 

The  Roman  world  was  now  divided  between  Gonstantine 
and  Licinius,  the  former  of  whom  was  master  of  the  West, 
and  the  latter  of  the  East.  It  might  perhaps  have  been  ex* 
pected  that  the  conquerors,  fatigued  with  civil  war,  and  con- 
nected by  a  private  as  well  as  public  alliance,  would  have 
renounced,  or  at  least  would  luive  suspended,  any  further 
designs  of  ambition.  And  yet  a  year  had  scarcely  elapsed 
after  the  death  of  Maximin,  before  the  victorious  emperors 
turned  their  arms  against  each  other.  The  genius,  the  suc- 
cess, and  the  aspiring  temper  of  Gonstantine,  may  setsm  to 
mark  him  out  as  the  aggressor ;  but  the  perfidious  character 
of  Licinius  justifies  the  most  unfavorable  suspicions,  and  by 
the  faint  light  which  history  reflects  on  this  transaction,®^  we 
may  iiscover  a  conspiracy  fomented  by  his  arts  against  the 
authority  of  his  colleague.     Gonstantine  had  lately  given  his 


^  Valeria  quoque  per  varias  provincias  quindecim  mensibus  plebeio 
caltiji  pervagata.  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c.  51.  There  is  some  doubt 
whether  we  should  compute  the  fifteen  months  from  the  moment  of 
her  exile,  or  &om  that  of  her  escape.  The  expression  of  pervagata 
»eems  to  denote  the  latter ;  but  in  that  case  we  must  suppose  that  the 
treatise  of  Lactantius  was  written  after  the  first  civil  war  between 
Licinius  and  Gk>ngtantine.     See  Ouper,  p.  254. 

^  Ita  illis  pudicitia  et  conditio  exitio  fuit.  Lactantius  de  M.  P.  c. 
51.  He  relates  the  misfortunes  of  the  innocent  wife  and  daughter  of 
Diocletian  with  a  very  natural  misiture  of  pity  and  exultation. 

*•  The  curious  reader,  who  consults  the  Valesian  fragment,  p.  713, 
wiU  probably  acciise  me  of  giving  a  bold  and  licentious  paraphrase  { 
out  if  he  considers  it  with  attention,  he  will  acknowledge  that  my 
feterpietatiou  is  probable  and' consistent. 
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sister  Anastasia  in  mamage  toBa9<«ianus,a  riian  of  a  consider 
able  family  and  fortune,  and  had  elevated  his  new  kinsman 
to  the  rank  of  Caesar.  According  to  the  system  of  govern- 
ment instituted  by  Diocletian,  Italy,  and  perhaps  Africa,  were 
designed  for  his  department  in  the  empire.  But  the  perform- 
ance of  the  promised  favor  was  either  attended  with  so  much 
aelay,  or  accompanied  with  so  many  unequal  conditions,  that 
the  fidelity  of  Bassianus  was  alienated  rather  than  secured  b} 
the  honorable  distinction  which  he  had  obtained.  His  nomi- 
nation had  been  ratified  by  the  consent  of  Licinius  ;  and  that 
artful  prince,  by  the  means  of  his  emissaries,  soon  contnved 
to  enter  into  a  secret  and  dangerous  correspondence  with  the 
new  Caesar,  to  irritate  his  discontents,  and  to  urge  him  to  the 
rash  enterprise  of  extorting  by  violence  what  he  might  in 
vain  solicit  from  the  justice  of  Constantine.  But  the  vigilant 
emperor  discovered  the  conspiracy  before  it  was  ripe  for  exe- 
cution'; and  after  solemnly  renouncing  the  alliance  of  Bassi- 
anus, despoiled  him  of  the  purple,  and  inflicted  the  deserved 
punishment  on  his  treason  and  ingratitude.  The  haughty 
refusal  of  Licinius,  when  he  was  required  to  deliver  up  the 
criminals  who  had  taken  refuge  in  his  dominions,  confirmed 
the  suspicions  already  entertained  of  his  perfidy ;  and  the 
indignities  offered  at  iEmona,  on  the  frontiers  of  Italy,  to  the 
statues  of  Constantine,  became  the  signal  of  discord  between 
the  two  princes.®^ 

The  first  battle  was  fought  near  Cibalis,  a  city  of  Fannonia^ 
lituated  on  the  River  Save,  about  fifty  miles  above  Sirmi- 
nm.^'  From  the  inconsiderable  forces  which  in  this  impor- 
tant contest  two  such  powerful  monarchs  brought  into  the  field, 
it  may  be  inferred  that  the  one  was  suddenly  provoked,  and 
that  the  other  was  unexpectedly  surprised.  The  emperor  of 
the  West  had  only  twenty  thousand,  and  the  sovereign  of  the 

^  The  situation  of  ^mona,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  Lay  bach,  in  Car- 
Qiola,  (D'Anville,  G^ographie  Ancienne,  torn.  i.  p.  187,)  may  suggest  a 
conjecture.  As  it  lay  to  the  north-east  of  the  Julian  Alps,  that  impor- 
tant territory  became  a  natural  object  of  dispute  between  the  sover- 
eigns of  Italy  and  of  lUyricum. 

*^^  Cibalis  or  Cibalse  (whose  name  is  still  preservetl  in  the  obscure 
ruins  of  Swilei)  was  situated  about  fifty  miles  from  Sirmium,  the 
capital  of  lUyricum,  and  about  one  hundred  from  Taurunum,  or  Bel- 
grade, and  the  conflux  of  the  Danube  and  the  Save.  The  Roman 
garrisons  and  cities  on  those  rivers  are  finely  illustrated  7  if  M.  d'An- 
rille.  in  a  memoir  inserted  in  TAcad^mie  des  Inscriptions,  torn  xxriii 
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East  no  more  tian  five  and  thirty  thousand,  men.  The  infe« 
riority  of  number  was,  however,  compensated  by  the  advan- 
tage of  the  ground.  Constantine  had  taken  post  in  a  defile 
about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  between  a  steep  hill  and  a  deep 
morass,  and  in  that  situation  he  steadily  expected  and  repulsed 
the  first  attack  of  the  enemy.  He  pursued  his  success,  and 
advanced  into  the  plain.  But  the  veteran  legions  of  Illyricum 
rallied  under  the  standard  of  a  leader  who  had  been  trained  to 
arms  in  the  school  of  Probus  and  Diocletian.  The  missile 
weapons  or  both  sides  were  soon  exhausted  ;  the  two  armies, 
with  equal  valor,  rushed  to  a  closer  engagement  of  swords 
and  speara,  and  the  doubtful  contest  had  already  lasted  fronk 
the  davm  of  the  day  to  a  late  hour  of  the  evening,  when  the 
right  wing,  which  Constantine  led  in  person,  made  a  vigorous 
and  decisive  charge.  The  judicious  retreat  of  Licinius  saved 
the  remainder  of  his  troops  from  a  total  defeat ;  but  when  he 
computed  his  loss,  which  amounted  to  more  than  twenty  thou- 
sand men,  he  thought  it  unsafe  to  pass  the  night  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  active  and  victorious  enemy.  Abandoning  his 
camp  and  magazines,  he  marched  away  with  secrecy  and  dil- 
igence at  the  head  of  the  greatest  part  of  his  cavalry,  and  was 
soon  removed  beyond  the  danger  of  a  pursuit.  His  diligence 
preserved  his  wife,  his  son,  and  his  treasures,  which  he  had 
deposited  at  Sirmium.  Licinius  passed  through  that  city,  and 
breaking  down  the  bridge  on  the  Save,  hastened  to  collect  a 
new  army  in  Dacia  and  Thrace.  In  his  flight  he  bestowed  the 
precarious  title  of  Cssar  on  Valens,  his  general  of  the  Ill3man 
firontier.89 

The  plain  of  Mardia  in  Thrace  was  the  theatre  of  a  second 
battle  no  less  obstinate  and  bloody  than  the  former.  The 
troops  on  both  sides  displayed  the  same  valoi  and  discipline  , 
and  the  victory  was  once  more  decided  by  the  superior  abili- 
ties of  Constantine,  who  directed  a  body  of  five  thousand  men 
to  gain  (m  advantageous  height,  from  whence,  during  the  heat 
of  the  action,  they  attacked  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  made 
a  very  considerable  slaughter.  The  troops  of  Licinius,  how- 
ever, presenting  a  double  front,  still  maintained  their  ground, 
till  the  approach  of  night  put  an  end  to  the  combat,  and 


**  ZonmxtM  (\  n.  p.  90,  91)  gives  a  very  particular  acoount  of  thii 
battle ;  but  the  deacriptionfl  of  Zoffimui  are  rHetorieal  rather  thao 
flilitarj 
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secured  their  rstreat  towards  the  mountains  of  Macedonia.'* 
The  loss  of  two  battles,  and  of  his  bi'avest  veterans,  reduced 
the  fierce  spirit  of  Licinius  to  sue  for  peace.  His  ambassador 
Mistrianus  was  admitted  to  the  audience  of  Constantino :  he 
expatiated  on  the  common  topics  of  moderation  and  humanity 
which  are  so  familiar  to  the  eloquence  of  the  vanquished  ;  rep* 
resented  in  the  most  insinuating  language,  that  the  event  of 
the  war  was  still  doubtful,  whilst  its  inevitable  calamities  weru 
alike  pernicious  to  both  the  contending  parties ;  and  declared^ 
that  he  was  authorized  to  propose  a  lasting  and  honorable 
peace  in  the  name  of  the  two  emperors  his  masters.  Constan 
tine  received  the  mention  of  Valens  with  indignation  and  con- 
tempt. "  It  was  not  for  such  a  purpose,"  he  sternly  replied, 
"  that  we  have  advanced  from  the  shores  of  the  western  ocean 
in  an  uninterrupted  course  of  combats  and  victories,  that,  after 
rejecting  an  ungrateful  kinsman,  we  should  accept  for  our 
colleague  a  contemptible  slave.  The  abdication  of  Valens  is 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty."  ^^  It  was  necessary  to  accept 
this  humiliating  condition ;  and  the  unhappy  Valens,  after  a 
reign  of  a  few  days,  was  deprived  of  the  purple  and  of  his  life. 
As  soon  as  this  obstacle  was  removed,  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Roman  world  was  easilv  restored.  The  successive  defeats  of 
Licinius  had  ruined  his  forces,  but  they  had  displayed  his 
courage  and  abilities.  His  situation  was  almost  desperate,  but 
the  efforts  of  despair  are  sometimes  formidable,  and  the  good* 
sense  of  Constantino  preferred  a  great  and  certain  advantage 
to  a  third  trial  of  the  chance  of  arms.  He  consented  to  leave 
his  rival,  or,  as  he  again  styled  Licinius,  his  friend  and  brother, 
in  the  possession  of  Thrace,  Asia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Egypt ; 
but  the  provinces  of  Pannonia,  Dalmatia,  Dacia,  Macedonia, 
and  Greece,  were  yielded  to  the  Western  empire,  and  the 
dominions  of  Constantine  now  extended  from  the  confines  of 
Caledonia  to  the  extremity  of  Peloponnesus.    It  was  stipulated 

^  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  92,  93.  Anonym.  Valesian.  p.  713.  The  Epit- 
omes furnish  some  circumstances ;  but  they  frequently  confound  the 
two  wars  between  Licinius  and  Constantine. 

•*  Petrus  Patricius  in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  27.  If  it  should  be  though 
that  yafi^Qog  signifies  more  properly  a  son-in-law,  we  might  conjeo- 
ture  that  Constantine,  assuming  the  name  as  well  as  the  duties  of  i 
father,  had  aaopted  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  the  children  of 
Theodora.  But  in  the  best  authors  yuft^Qog  sometimes  signifies  a  hus- 
band, somotimes  a  father-in-law,  and  sometimes  a  kinsman  in  general 
See  Spanheim,  Observat.  ad  Julian.  Orat.  i.  j..  72. 
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by  the  same  treaty,  that  three  royal  youths,  the  sons  of  em- 
perors, should  be  ca^ied  to  the  hopes  of  the  succession.  Cns- 
pus  and  the  young  Constantine  were  soon  afterwards  declared 
CsBsars  in  the  West,  while  the  younger  Licinius  was  invested 
with  the  same  dignity  in  the  East.  In  this  double  proportion 
of  honors,  the  conqueror  asserted  the  superiority  of  his  armi 
and  power.*^ 

The  reconciliation  of  Constantine  and  Licinius,  though  it 
was  imbittered  by  resentment  and  jealousy,  by  the  remem- 
brance of  recent  injuries,  and  by  the  apprehension  of  future 
dangers,  maintained,  however,  above  eight  years,  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Roman  world.  As  a  very  regular  series  of  the 
Imperial  laws  commences  about  this  period,  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  transcribe  the  civil  regulations  which  employed  the 
leisure  of  Constantine.  But  the  most  important  of  his  insti- 
tutions are  intimately  connected  with  the  new  system  of  pol- 
icy and  religion,  which  was  not  perfectly  established  till  the 
last  and  peaceful  years  of  his  reign.  There  are  many  of  his 
laws,  which,  as  far  as  they  concern  the  rights  and  property 
of  individuals,  and  the  practice  of  the  bar,  are  more  properly 
referred  to  the  private  than  to  the  public  jurisprudence  of  the 
empire ;  and  he  published  many  edicts  of  so  local  and  tempo- 
rary a  nature,  that  they  would  ill  deserve  the  notice  of  a  gen- 
eral history.  Two  laws,  however,  may  be  selected  from  the 
crowd  ;  the  one  for  its  importance,  the  other  for  its  singular- 
ity ;  the  former  for  its  remarkable  benevolence,  the  latter  foi 
its  excessive  severity.  1.  The  horrid  practice,  so  familiar  to 
the  ancients,  of  exposing  or  murdering  their  new-born  infants, 
was  become  every  day  more  frequent  in  the  provinces,  and 
especially  in  Italy.  It  was  the  eifect  of  distress ;  and  the  dis- 
tress was  principally  occasioned  by  the  intolerable  burden  of 
taxes,  and  by  the  vexatious  as  well  as  cruel  prosecutions  of 
the  officers  of  the  revenue  against  their  insolvent  debtors. 
The  less  opulent  or  less  industrious  part  of  mankind,  instead 


^  ZoeimuB,  1.  ii.  p.  93.  Anonym.  Yalesian.  p.  713.  Eutropius,  z. 
T.  AurelitLB  Victor,  Euseb.  in  Chron.  Sozomen,  1.  i.  c.  2.  Four  of 
these  writers  affirm  that  the  promotion  of  the  Ceesars  was  an  article 
of  the  treaty.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  the  younger  Constantine 
and  lAcinius  were  not  yet  born ;  and  it  is  higUy  probable  that  the 
promotion  was  made  the  1st  of  March,  A.  D.  317.  The  treaty  had 
probably  stipulated  that  the  two  Caesars  might  be  created  by  the 
western,  and  one  only  by  the  eastern  emperor;  but  eat^h  of  tbeio 
Wioyred  to  himself  the  choice  of  the  persoof. 
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of  rejeicing  in  an  mcrease  of  family,  deemed  it  an  act  oi 
patemil  tenderness  to  release  their  children  from  the  impend- 
mg  miseries  of  a  life  which  tliey  themselves  were  unable  to 
support.  The  humanity  of  Gonstantine,  moved,  perhaps,  by 
some  recent  and  extraordinary  instances  of  despair,*  engaged 
him  to  address  an  edict  to  all  the  cities  of  Italy,  and  aflerwuds 
of  Africa,  directing  immediate  and  sufficient  relief  to  be  given 
to  those  parents  who  should  produce  before  the  magistrates 
the  children  whom  their  own  poverty  would  not  allow  them  tc 
educate.  But  the  promise  was  too  liberal,  and  the  provision 
too  vague,  to  effect  any  general  or  permanent  benefit.^^  The 
taw,  though  it  may  merit  some  praise,  served  rather  to  display 
than  to  alleviate  the  public  distress.  It  still  remains  an 
authentic  monument  to  contradict  and  confound  those  venal 


"  Codex  Theodosian.  1.  xi.  tit.  27,  torn.  It.  p.  188,  with  Godefroy'f 
AbseryationB.     See  likewise  1.  y.  tit.  7»  8. 


*  This  explanation  appears  to  me  little  probable.  Godefro^  has  made  a 
much  more  happy  conjecture,  supported  by  all  the  historical  circumstances 
which  relate  to  this  edict.  It  was  published  the  12th  of  May,  A.  D.  315, 
at  Naissus  in  Pannonia,  the  birthplace  of  Gonstantine.  The  8th  of  Octo- 
ber, in  that  year,  Gonstantine  gained  the  yictory  of  Cibalis  oyer  licinius. 
He  was  yet  uncertain  as  to  the  fate  of  the  war :  the  Ghristians,  no  doubt, 
whom  he  fayored,  had  i)rophesied  his  yictory.  Lactantius,  then  prece4>toi 
of  Grispus,  had  just  written  his  work  upon  Ghristianity,  (his  iJiyine  In- 
stitutes ;)  he  had  dedicated  it  to  Gonstantine.  In  this  book  he  had 
inyeighed  with  great  force  against  infanticide,  and  the  exposure  of  infants, 
(L  yi.  c.  20.)  Is  it  not  probable  that  Gonstantine  had  read  this  work,  that 
he  had  conyersed  on  the  subject  with  Lactantius,  that  he  was  moyed, 
among  other  things,  by  the  passage  to  which  I  haye  referred,  and  in  the 
first  transport  of  his  enthusiasm,  he  published  the  edict  in  question  ?  The 
whole  of  the  edict  bears  the  character  of  precipitation,  of  excitement, 
(entrainement,)  rather  than  of  deliberate  reflection  —  the  extent  of  the 
promises,  the  indefiniteness  of  the  means,  of  the  conditions,  and  of  the 
time  during  which  the  parents  might  haye  a  right  to  the  succor  of  the  state. 
Is  there  not  reason  to  belieye  that  the  humanity  of  Gonstantine  was  excited 
by  the  influence  of  Lactantius,  by  that  of  the  principles  of  Ghristianity, 
and  of  the  Ghristians  themselyes,  already  in  high  esteem  with  the  emptor, 
rati^er  than  by  some  "  extraordinary  instances  of^ despair  **t  •  *  *  See 
fiegewisch,  Essai  Hist,  sur  les  Finances  Romaines. 

Tne  edict  for  Africa  was  not  published  till  322 :  of  that  we  may  say  in 
truth  that  its  origin  was  in  the  misery  of  the  times.  Afirica  had  suffered 
much  from  the  cruelty  of  Maxentius.  Gonstantine  says  expressly,  that  he 
had  learned  that  parents,  under  the  pressure  of  distress,  were  there  selling 
their  children.  This  decree  is  more  distinct,  more  maturely  deliberated, 
than  the  former ;  the  succor  which  was  to  be  giyen  to  the  parents,  and  the 
source  from  rhich  it  was  to  be  deriyed,  are  oetermined.  (Gode  Theod.  L 
u.  tit.  27,  c.  2.)  If  the  direct  utility  of  these  laws  may  not  haye  been 
yery  extensiye,  they  had  at  least  the  great  and  happy  effect  of  efltabliflhing 
a  decisiye  o|>position  between  the  principles  of  the  goyemment  and  those 
which,  to  this  time,  had  preyailed  among  the  subjects  of  the  empire.  -—  Q 
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•ntOTiy  who  weru  too  well  satisfiad  with  their  oh  a  situation  tc 
discover  eitier  vice  or  misery  under  the  government  of  a 
generous  sovereign.^  2.  The  laws  of  Constantine  against 
rapes  were  dictated  with  very  little  indulgence  for  the  most 
amiahle  weaknesses  of  human  nature ;  since  the  description 
of  that  crime  was  applied  not  only  to  the  brutal  violence  which 
compelled,  but  even  to  the  gentle  seduction  which  might  per- 
suade, an  unmarried  woman,  under  the  age  of  twenty-five,  to 
leave  th6  house  of  her  parents.  '*  The  successful  ravisher 
was  punished  with  death ;  and  as  if  simple  death  was  inade- 
quate  to  the  enormity  of  his  guilt,  he  was  either  burnt  alive, 
or  torn  in  pieces  by  wild  beasts  in  the  amphitheatre.  The 
virgin^s  declaration,  that  she  had  been  carried  away  with  her 
own  consent,  instead  of  saving  her  lover,  exposed  her  to  share 
his  fate.  The  duty  of  a  public  prosecution  was  intrusted  to 
the  parents  of  the  guilty  or  unfortunate  maid  ;  and  if  the  sen- 
timents of  nature  prevailed  on  them  to  dissemble  the  injury 
and  to  repair  by  a  subsequent  marriage  the  honor  of  their 
family,  mey  were  themselves  punished  by  exile  and  confisca- 
tion. The  slaves,  whether  male  or  female,  who  were  con- 
victed of  having  been  accessory  to  rape  or  seduction,  were 
burnt  alive,  or  put  to  death  by  the  ingenious  torture  of  pouring 
down  their  throats  a  quantity  of  melted  lead.  As  the  crime 
was  of  a  public  kind,  the  accusation  was  permitted  even  to 
strangers.  The  commencement  of  the  action  was  not  limited 
to  any  term  of  years,  and  the  consequences  of  the  sentence 
were  extended  to  the  innocent  ofispring  of  such  an  irregular 
union."  ^  But  whenever  the  offence  inspires  less  horror  than 
the  punishment,  the  rigor  of  penal  law  is  obliged  to  give  way 
to  the  common  feelings  of  mankind.  The  most  odious  parts 
of  this  edict  were  soflened  or  repealed  in  the  subsequent 
reigns;^  and  even 'Constantine  himself  very  frequently  alle- 
viated, by  partial  acts  of  mercy,  the  stern  temper  of  his  gen- 
eral institutions.     Such,  indeed,  was  the  singular  humor  ot 

**  Omnia  foris  placita,  domi  prospera,  annons  ubertate,  fiructiiuia 
oopU,  &c.  Panegyr.  Yet.  x.  38.  This  oration  of  Nazarius  was  pro- 
nounced on  the  day  of  the  Quinquennalia  of  the  Caesars,  the  Ist  of 
l£arch,  A.  D.  321. 

^  See  the  edict  of  Constantine,  addressed  to  the  Roman  people^ 
fai  the  Theodoslan  Code,  1.  ix.  tit.  24,  torn.  iii.  p.  189. 

**  His  son  very  fairly  assigns  the  true  reason  of  the  repeal :  *<  N< 
lub  specie  atrocloris  judicii  aliqua  in  ulciscendo  crimine  dilatio  nai* 
Mffrtnr."     Cod.  Theod.  torn,  iii  p.  193. 
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ihat  empeior,  who  showed  himaelf  hm  indulgea ,  and  ev^t 
remiss,  in  the  execution  of  his  laws,  as  he  was  severe,  and 
even  cruel,  in  the  enacting  of  them.  It  is  scarcely  posmble  to 
observe  a  more  decisive  symptom  of  weakness,  either  in  the 
character  of  the  prince,  or  in  the  constitution  of  the  govern* 
ment>7 

The  civil  administration  was  sometimes  interrupted  by  the 
military  defence  of  the  empire.  Crispus,  a  youth  of  th« 
most  amiable  character,  who  had  received  with  the  title  of 
Csesar  the  command  of  the  Rhine,  distinguished  his  conduct, 
as  well  as  valor,  in  several  victories  over  the  Franks  and  Ale 
manni ;  and  taught  the  barbarians  of  that  frontier  to  dread  the 
eldest  son  of  Constantine,  and  the  grandson  of  Gonstantius.^ 
The  emperor  himself  had  assumed  the  more  difBcult  and 
important  province  of  the  Danube.  The  Goths,  who  in  the 
time  of  Claudius  and  Aurelian  had  felt  the  weight  of  the 
Roman  arms,  respected  the  power  of  the  empire,  even  in  the 
midst  of  its  intejtine  divisions.  But  the  strength  of  that  war* 
like  nation  was  now  restored  by  a  peace  of  near  fifty  years ; 
a  new  generation  had  arisen,  who  no  longer  remembered  the 
misfortunes  of  ancient  days  :  the  Sarmatians  of  the  Lake 
Mseotis  followed  the  Gothic  standard  either  as  subjects  or  as 
allies,  and  their  united  force  was  poured  upon  the  countries 
of  lUyricum.  Campona,  Margus,  and  Benonia,t  appear  to 
have  been  the  scenes  of  several  memorable  sieges  and  bat- 
ties  ;  ^  and  though  Constantine  encountered  a  very  obstinate 


•^  Eusebius  (in  YitA  Constant.  1.  iii.  c.  1)  chooses  to  affirm,  that  in 
the  reign  of  this  hero,  the  sword  of  justice  hung  idle  in  the  hands  oi 
the  magistrates.  Eusebius  himself^  (1.  iv.  c.  29,  54,)  and  the  Thexlo- 
tian  Code,  will  inform  us  that  this  excesaiYe  lenity  was  not  owing  to 
the  want  cither  of  atrocious  criminals  or  of  penal  laws. 

^  Nazarius  in  Panegyr.  Vet.  x.  The  victory  of  Crispus  over  tnc 
Alemanni  is  expressed  on  some  medals.* 

"  See  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  93,  94 ;  though,  the  narratiTe  of  that  his- 
torian is  neither  clear  nor  consistent.  The  Panegyric  of  Optatianus 
(c.  23)  mentions  the  alliance  of  the  Sarmatians  with  the  Carpi  and 
Gets,  and  points  out  the  several  fields  of  battle.    It  is  supposed  that 


*  Other  medals  are  extant,  the  legends  of  which  commemorate  thf 
inccess  of  Constantine  oyer  the  Sarmatians  and  other  barbarouft  nations, 

BaKMATIA  DEYICTA.      YiCTOKIA  GoTHICA.      DbBELLATOBI  gentium  BABr 

9A&0RU1C.     ExupERATOR  OMNIUM  GENTIUM.     St.  Martin,  note  on  ht 
Beatt,l.  188,  — M. 

t  Campona,  Old  Buda,  in  Hungary;  Margu*.  Kastolatz  f"    KoUacn; 
6oBonia»  Widd  n.  in  Mesia.— >0.  ana  M 
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resistance,  he  prevailed  at  length  in  the  contest,  and  the  Gotht 
were  compel  ed  to  purchase  an  ignominious  retreat,  by  restor- 
ing the  booty  and  prisoners  which  they  had  taken.  Nor  was 
this  advantage  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  indignation  of  tho  em 
peror.  He  resolved  to  chastise  as  well  as  to  repulse  the  inso- 
lent barbaiians  who  had  dared  to  invade  the  territories  of 
Rome.  At  the  head  of  his  legions  he  passed  the  Danube, 
after  repairing  the  bridge  which  had  been  constructed  by 
Trajan,  penetrated  into  the  strongest  recesses  of  Dacia,^®^  and 
when  he  had  inflicted  a  severe  revenge,  condescended  to  give 
peace  to  the  suppliant  Goths,  on  condition  that,  as  often  as 
they  were  required,  they  should  supply  his  armies  with  a  body 
of  forty  thousand  soldiers.*®^  Exploits  like  these  were  no 
doubt  honorable  to  Constantino,  and  beneficial  to  the  state , 
but  it  may  surely  be  questioned,  whether  they  can  justify  tho 
exaggerated  as<^rtion  of  Eusebius,  that  all  Scythia,  as  far 
as  the  extremity  of  the  North,  divided  as  it  was  into  so  many 
names  and  nations  of  the  most  various  and  savage  manners 
had  been  added  by  his  victorious  arms  to  the  Roman  empire.^^^ 
In  this  exalted  state  of  glory  it  was  impossible  that  Con 
stantine  should  any  longer  endure  a  partner  in  the  empire. 
Confiding  in  the  superiority  of  his  genius  and  military  power, 
he  determined,  without  any  previous  injury,  to  exert  them  foi 
the  destruction  of  Licinius,  whose  advanced  age  and  unpopu- 
lar vices  seemed  to  offer  a  very  easy  conquest.^^^  But  the 
old  emperor,  awakened  by  the  approaching  danger,  deceived 
the  expectations  of  his  friends,  as  well  as  of  his  enemies. 
Calling  forth  that  spirit  and  those  abilities  by  which  he  had 

the  Sarmatiaii  games,  celebrated  in  the  month  of  November,  derived 
their  origin  from  the  success  of  this  war. 

^^  In  the  Caesars  of  Julian,  (p.  329.  Commentaire  de  Spanheim,  p 
252.)     Constantine  boasts,  that  he  had  recovered  the  province  (Dacia) 
which  Trajan  had  subdued.    But  it  is  insinuated  by  Silenus,  that  the 
conquests  of  Constantine  were  like  the  gardens  of  Adonis,  which 
fade  and  wither  almost  the  moment  they  appear. 

****  Jornandes  de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  21.  I  know  not  whether  we 
ok&y  entirely  depend  on  his  authority.  Such  an  alliance  has  a  very 
recent  air,  and  scarcely  is  sxiited  to  the  maxims  of  the  beginning  of 
the  fourth  century. 

'*"  Busebius  in  Vit.  Constantin.  1.  i.  c.  8.  This  passage,  however, 
is  taken  from  a  general  declamation  on  the  greatness  of  Constantine, 
and  not  from  any  particular  account  of  the  Gothic  war. 

^^  Constantinus  tamen,  vir  ingens,  et  omnia  efficere  nitens  qua 
tnimo  prasparasset,  simul  principatum  totius  orbis  affeotans,  Lioinio 
beUum  iatolit.    Eutropius,  x.  5.    ZosiiAis,  1.  iL  p.  89.    The  reasonf 

24 
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deserved  the  fnendship  of  Galeiius  and  the  Imperial  purple, 
he  prepared  niinself  for  the  contest,  collected  the  forces  of  the 
East,  and  soon  filled  the  plains  of  Hadrianople  with  his 
troops,  and  the  Straits  of  the  Hellespont  with  his  fleet  Tb« 
army  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  foot,  and 
iiAeen  thousand  horse ;  and  as  the  cavalry  was  drawn,  for  the 
most  part,  from  Phrygia  and  Cappadocia,  we  may  conceive  8 
more  favorable  opinion  of  the  beauty  of  the  horses,  than  of 
the  courage  and  dexterity  of  their  riders.  The  fleet  was  com- 
posed  of  three  hundred  and  fif^y  galleys  of  three  ranks  of 
oars.  A  hundred  and  thirty  of  these  were  furnished  by 
Egypt,  and  the  adjacent  coast  of  Africa.  A  hundred  and 
ten  sailed  from  the  ports  of  Phoenicia  and  the  Isle  of  Cyprus ; 
and  the  maritime  countries  of  Bithynia,  Ionia,  and  Garia  were 
likewise  obliged  to  provide  a  hundred  and  ten  galleys.  The 
troops  of  Constantino  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Thes- 
salonica;  they  amounted  to  above  a  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  horse  and  foot.^^^  Their  emperor  was  satisfied  with 
their  martial  appearance,  and  his  army  contained  more  sol- 
diers,  though  fewer  men,  than  that  of  his  eastern  competi- 
tor. The  legions  of  Constantino  were  levied  in  the  warlike 
provinces  of  Europe  ;  action  had  confirmed  their  discipline, 
victory  had  elevated  their  hopes,  and  there  were  among  them  a 
great  number  of  veterans,  who,  af\er  seventeen  glorious  cam- 
paigns under  the  same  leader,  prepared  themselves  to  deserve 
an  honorable  dismission  by  a  last  effort  of  their  valor.^®*  But 
the  naval  preparations  of  Constantino  were  in  every  respect 
much  inferior  to  those  of  Licinius.  The  maritime  cities  of 
Greece  sent  their  respective  quotas  of  men  and  ships  to  the 
celebrated  harbor  of  Pirseus,  and  their  united  forces  consisted 
of  no  more  than  two  hundred  small  vessels ;  a  very  feeble 
armament,  if  it  is  compared  with  those  formidable  fleets  which 
were  equipped  and  maintained  by  the  republic  of  Athens 
during  the  Peloponnesian  war.^^^  Since  Italy  was  no  longei 
the  seat  of  government,  the  naval  establishments  of  Misenum 

which,  they  have  assigned  for  the  first  civil  war  may,  with  more  pro- 
priety, be  applied  to  the  second. 

*^  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  94,  95. 

***  Constantine  wns  very  attentive  to  the  privileges  and  comforti 
of  his  fellow-veterai.s,  (Conveterani,)  as  he  now  began  to  style  them. 
See  the  Theodosian  Code,  1.  vii.  tit.  10,  torn.  ii.  p.  419,  429. 

>«"  Whilst  the  Athenians  maintained  the  empire  of  the  sea,  thai 
leet  consisted  of  three,   ant  afterwards  of  four,  hundred  fcaUevi  ol 
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«nd  Kavenni  had  been  gradually  neglected  ;  and  as  the  ship- 
ping and  mariners  of  the  empire  were  supported  by  commerce 
rather  than  by  war,  it  was  natural  that  they  should  the  most 
abound  in  the  industrious  provinces  of  Egypt  and  Asia.  It  is 
only  surprising  that  the  eastern  emperor,  who  possessed  so 
great  a  superiority  at  sea,  should  have  neglected  the  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  an  offensive  war  into  the  centre  of  his  rival's 
dominions. 

Instead  of  embracing  such  an  active  resolution,  which  might 
nave  changed  the  whole  face  of  the  war,  the  prudent  Licinius 
expected  the  approach  of  his  rival  in  a  camp  near  Hadriano- 
ple,  which  he  had  fortified  with  an  anxious  care,  that  betrayed 
his  apprehension  of  the  event.  Gonstantine  directed  his 
march  from  Thessalonica  towards  that  part  of  Thrace,  till  he 
found  himself  stopped  by  the  broad  and  rapid  stream  of  the 
Hebrus,  and  discovered  the  numerous  army  of  Licinius,  which 
filled  the  steep  ascent  of  the  hill,  from  the  river  to  the  city  of 
Hadrianople.  Many  days  were  spent  in  doubtful  and  distant 
skirmishes ;  but  at  length  the  obstacles  of  the  passage  and  of 
the  attack  were  removed  by  the  intrepid  conduct  of  Consta ' 
tine.  In  this  place  we  might  relate  a  wonderful  exploit  <k 
Gonstantine,  which,  though  it  can  scarcely  be  paralleled  eithei 
in  poetry  or  romance,  is  celebrated,  not  by  a  venal  orator 
devoted  to  his  fortune,  but  by  an  historian,  the  partial  enemy 
of  his  fame.  We  are  assured  than  the  valiant  emperor  threw 
himself  into  the  River  Hebrus,  accompanied  only  by  twelve 
horsemen,  and  that  by  the  effort  or  terror  of  his  invincible 
arm,  he  broke,  slaughtered,  and  put  to  flight  a  host  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  men.  The  credulity  of  Zosimus  pre- 
vailed so  strongly  over  his  passion,  that  among  the  events  of  the 
memorable  battle  of  Hadrianople,  he  seems  to  have  selected  and 
embellished,  not  the  most  important,  but  the  most  marvellous. 
The  valor  and  danger  of  Gonstantine  are  attested  by  a  slight 
wound  which  he  rei^eived  in  the  thigh ;  but  it  may  be  ^discov- 
ered even  from  an  imperfect  narration,  and  perhaps  a  corrupted 
text,  that  the  victory  was  obtained  no  less  by  the  conduct  of 
the  general  than  by  the  courage  Qf  the  hero  ;  that  a  body  of 
five  thousand  archers  marched  round  to  occupy  a  thick  wood 

three  ranks  af  oars,  all  completely  equipped  and  ready  for  immediatf 
Mrvice.  Thi  arsenal  in  the  port  of  Piraeus  had  cost  the  republic  a 
thousand  tale  its,  about  two  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  pounds. 
See  Thucydit  es  de  BeL  Pelopon.  1.  ii  c.  13,  and  Meorsius  de  For- 
ftnnm  Attica,  c   19. 
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m  the  rear  of  the  enemy ,  whoee  attention  was  diveited  by  tht 
construction  id  a  bridge,  and  that  Licinius,  perplexed  by  m 
many  artful  evolutions,  was  reluctantly  drawn  from  his  advan- 
tageous post  to  combat  on  equal  ground  in  the  plain.  The 
contest  was  no  longer  equal. .  His  confused  multitude  of  new 
levies  was  easily  vanquished  by  the  experienced  veterans  of 
the  West.  Thirty-four  thousand  men  are  reported  to  have 
been  slain.  The  fortified  camp  of  Licinius  was  taken  by 
assault  the  evening  of  the  battle ;  the  greater  part  of  the  fugi« 
lives,  who  had  retired  to  the  mountains,  surrendered  them* 
selves  the  next  day  to  the  discretion  of  the  conqueror ;  and  hit 
rival,  who  could  no  longer  keep  the  field,  confined  himself 
within  the  walls  of  Byzantium.^®' 

The  siege  of  Byzantium,  which  was  immediately  undertakeri 
by  Constantine,  was  attended  with  great  labor  and  uncertainty. 
In  the  late  civil  wars,  the  fortifications  of  that  place,  so  justly 
considered  as  the  key  of  Europe  and  Asia,  had  been  repaired 
and  strengthened  ;  and  as  long  as  Licinius  remained  master 
of  the  sea,  the  garrison  was  much  less  exposed  to  the  danger 
of  famine  than  the  army  of  the  besiegers.  The  naval  com- 
manders of  Constantine  were  summoned  to  his  camp,  and 
received  his  positive  orders  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Helles- 
pont, as  the  fleet  of  Licinius,  instead  of  seeking  and  destroying 
their  feeble  enemy,  continued  inactive  in  those  narrow  straits, 
where  its  superiority  of  numbers  was  of  little  use  or  advantage. 
Crispus,  the  emperor's  eldest  son,  was  intrusted  with  the  exe- 
cution of  this  daring  enterprise,  which  he  performed  with  so 
much  courage  and  success,  that  he  deserved  the  esteem,  and 
most  probably  excited  the  jealousy,  of  his  father.  The  engage* 
ment  lasted  two  days ;  and  in  the  evening  of  the  first,  the 
contending  fleets,  after  a  considerable  and  mutual  loss,  retired 
into  their  respective  harbors  of  Europe  and  Asia.  The  second 
day,  about  noon,  a  strong  south  wind  ^^  sprang  up,  which 


'"^  ZosimuB,  1.  ii.  p.  95,  96.  This  great  battle  is  described  in  the 
Valesian  fragment,  (p.  7140  in  a  clear  though  concise  manner. 
**  Licinius  vero  circnm  HadriAnopoHn  maximo  exercitu  latera  ardui 
montis  impleverat;  illuc  tot)  agmine  Constantinus  inflexit.  Com 
oellum  terr^  manque  trailer etir,  quamvis  per  arduum  suis  nitentibuSt 
attamen  disciplini  militari  et  felicitate,  Constantinus  Licinii  oonfa- 
sum  et  sine  ordine  agentem  vicit  exercitum;  leviter  femora  sau- 
siatus." 

*^  ZosimuB,  L  iL  p.  97,  98  The  ciurent  always  sets  out  of  ths 
Hellespont ;  and  when  it  is  assisted  by  a  north  wind,  no  vf«i9l 
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tarried  the  vessels  of  Crispus  against  the  enemy ,  and  as  tka 
casual  advantage  was  improved  by  his  skilful  intrepidity,  he 
soon  obtained  a.  complete  victory.  A  hundred  and  thirt> 
vessels  were  destroyed,  five  thousand  men  were  slain,  and 
Aniandus,  the  admiral  of  the  Asiatic  fleet,  escaped  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  to  the  shores  of  Chalcedon.  As  soon  as  the 
Hellespont  was  open,  a  plentiful  convoy  of  provisions  flowed 
into  the  camp  of  Constantine,  who  had  already  advanced  the 
operations  of  the  siege.  He  constructed  artificial  mounds  of 
earth  of  an  equal  height  with  the  ramparts  of  Byzantium. 
The  lofty  towers  which  were  erected  on  that  foundation  galled 
Jie  besieged  with  large  stones  and  darts  from  the  military 
engines,  and  the  battering  rams  had  shaken  the  walls  in  sev* 
eral  places.  If  Licinius  persisted  much  longer  in  the  defence, 
he  exposed  himself  to  be  involved  in  the  ruin  of  the  place. 
Before  he  was  surrounded,  he  prudently  removed  his  person 
and  treasures  to  Chalcedon  in  Asia ;  and  as  he  was  always 
desirous  of  associating  companions  to  the  hopes  and  dangers 
of  his  fortune,  he  now  bestowed  the  title  of  Caesar  on  Martini- 
anus,  who  exercised  one  of  the  most  important  offices  of  the 
empire.i^^ 

Such  were  still  the  resources,  and  such  the  abilities,  of 
Licinius,  that,  after  so  many  successive  defeats,  he  collected 
in  Bithynia  a  new  army  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men,  while 
the  activity  of  Constantine  was  employed  in  the  siege  of 
Byzantinm.  The  vigilant  emperor  did  not,  however,  neglect 
the  last  struggles  of  his  antagonist.  A  considerable  part  of  his 
victorious  army  was  transported  over  the  Bosphorus  in  small 
vessels,  and  the  decisive  engagement  was  fought  soon  after 
their  landing  on  the  heights  of  Chrysopolis,  or,  as  it  is  now 
called,  of  Scutari.  The  troops  of  Licinius,  though  they  were 
lately  raised,  ill  armed,  and  worse  disciplined,  made  head 
against  their  conquerors  with  fruitless  but  desperate  valor,  till 
a  total  defeat,  and  a  slaughter  of  five  and  twenty  thousand 
fnen,  irretrievably  determined  the  fate  of  their  leader.^^^     He 

attempt  the  passage.  A  south  wind  renders  the  force  of  the  current 
aixnost  imperceptible.     See  Tournefort's  Voyage  au  Levant,  Let.  xi. 

^^*  Aurelius  Victor.  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  93.  According  to  the  latter, 
M^rtinianus  was  Magister  Oificiorum,  (he  uses  the  Latin  appellation 
in  Greek.)  Some  medals  seem  to  intimate,  that  during  his  short 
reign  he  receired  the  title  of  Augustus. 

^^  Eusebius  (in  Yitk  Constantin.  1.  ii.  c.  16,  17)  ascribes  thi0  deci- 
liv*  Tictor}"  to  th«  pious  prayem  of  the  emperor.    The  Valesian  frn^ 
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retired  to  Nicomedia,  rather  with  the  view  of  gaming  some 
time  for  negotiation,  than  with  the  hope  of  any  efiectuai 
defence.  Constantia,  his  wife,  and  the  sister  of  Constantino^ 
interceded  with  her  brother  in  favor  of  her  husband,  and  ob- 
tained from  his  policy,  rather  than  from  his  compassion,  a 
solemn  promise,  confirmed  by  an  oath,  that  after  the  sacrifice 
of  Martinianus,  and  the  resignation  of  the  purple,  Licinius 
himself  should  be  permitted  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  *>eace  and  affluence.  The  behavior  of  Constantia,  and  her 
relation  to  the  contending  parties,  naturally  recalls  the  remem- 
brance of  that  virtuous  matron  who  was  the  sister  of  Augus- 
tus, and  the  wife  of  Antony.  But  the  temper  of  mankind  was 
altered,  and  it  was  no  longer  esteemed  infamous  for  a  Romar 
to  survive  his  honor  and  independence.  Licinius  solicited  anc 
accepted  the  pardon  of  his  offences,  laid  himself  and  his  pur 
pie  at  the  feet  of  his  lord  and  master^  was  raised  from  th€ 
ground  with  insulting  pity,  was  admitted  the  same  day  to  the 
Imperial  banquet,  and  soon  afterwards  was  sent  away  to  Thes- 
«alonica,  which  had  been  chosen  for  the  place  of  his  confine 
ment.^^^  His  confinement  was  soon  terminated  by  death,  ana 
it  is  doubtful  whether  a  tumult  of  the  soldiers,  or  a  decree  of 
the  senate,  was  suggested  as  the  motive  for  his  execution. 
According  to  the  rules  of  tyranny,  he  was  accused  of  forming 
a  conspiracy,  and  of  holding  a  treasonable  correspondence 
with  the  barbarians ;  but  as  he  was  never  convicted,  either  by 
his  own  conduct  or  by  any  legal  evidence,  we  may  periiaps  be 
allowed,  from  his  weakness,  to  presume  his  innocence.^^^ 
The  memory  of  Licinius  was  branded  with  infamy,  his  statues 
were  thrown  down,  and  by  a  hasty  edict,  of  such  mischievous 
tendency  that  it  was  almost  immediately  corrected,  all  his 
laws,  and  all  the  judicial  proceedings  of  his  reign,  were  at 
once  abolished.113    By  this  victory  of  Constantino,  the  Ro- 

ment  (p.  714)  mentioiis  a  body  of  Gothic  auxiliaries,  under  their  chief 
Aliquaca,  who  adhered  to  the  party  of  LicimuB.  * 

"*  Zosixnus,  1.  ii.  p.  102.  Victor  Junior  in  Epitome.  Anonym 
Valesian.  p.  714. 

*■'  Contra  religionem  sacramenti  Thessalonicie  privatua  ocdsns  est 
KutropiuSf  X.  6  ;  and  his  evidence  is  confirmed  by  Jerome  (in  Ghronie.) 
as  well  as  by  Zosimus,  1.  ii.  p.  102.  The  Valesian  writer  is  the  only 
one  who  mentions  the  soldiers,  and  it  is  Zonaras  alone  who  calls  in 
the  assistance  of  the  senate.  Eusebius  prudently  slides  over  this  d^- 
icate  transaction.  But  Sozomen,  a  century  afterwards,  venture!  U 
assert  the  treasonable  practices  of  Licinius. 

^»  8ee  the  Theodosian  Code,  L  xv.  tit.  15,  torn.  v.  p.  404,  iOi 
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man  world  was  again  united  under  the  authority  of  one  em* 
peror,  thirty-seven  years  after  Diocletian  had  divided  hit 
power  and  provinces  with  his  associate  Maxiroian. 

The  successive  steps  of  the  elevation  of  Constantino,  from 
his  first  assuming  the  purple  at  York,  to  the  resignation  of 
Licinius,  at  Nicomedia,  have  heen  related  with  some  minute- 
ness and  precision,  not  only  as  the  events  are  in  themselves 
both  interesting  and  important,  but  still  more,  as  they  contrib- 
i:ited  to  the  decline  of  the  empire  by  the  expense  cf  blood  and 
treasure,  and  by  the  perpetual  increase,  as  well  of  the  taxes 
as  of  the  military  establishment.  The  foundation  of  Gonstan- 
dnople,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Christian  religion,  were 
the  immediate  and  memorable  consequences  of  this  revolution. 

ThMB  adiotB  of  Constantine  betray  a  degree  of  pauioQ  and  pireai|4 
taaey  very  ttabeooming  the  t  haraeter  of  a  lawgiver. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

7HS  PSOGXSS8  OP  THl  OHRISTIAN   RELIGION,  AND  THB   SBBH' 

MENTS,  MANNERS,  NUMBERS,  AND  CONDITION   OP  THE  PRIKI* 
TIVB   CHRISTIANS.* 

A  CANDID  but  rational  inquiry  into  the  progress  and  estab* 
lishment  of  Christianity  may  be  considered  as  a  very  essen- 
tial part  of  the  history  of  the  Roman  empire.  While  thai 
great  body  was  invaded  by  open  violence,  or  undermined  by 
slow  decay,  a  pure  and  humble  religion  gently  insinuated 
itself  into  the  minds  of  men,  grew  up  in  silence  and  obscurity, 
derived  new  vigor  from  opposition,  and  finally  erected  tnc 
triumphant  banner  of  the  Cross  on  the  ruins  of  the  Capitol. 
Nor  was  the  influence  of  Christianity  confined  to  the  period  oi 
to  the  limits  of  the  Roman  empire.  Afler  a  revolution  of 
thirteen  or  fourteen  centuries,  that  religion  is  still  professed  by 
he  nations  of  Europe,  the  most  distinguished  portion  of  human 
Kind  in  arts  and  learning  as  well  as  in  arms.  By  the  industry 
and  zeal  of  the  Europeans,  it  has  been  widely  difiused  to  the 
most  distant  shores  of  Asia  and  Africa  ;  and  by  the  means  of 
their  colonies  has  been  firmly  established  from  Canada  to 
Chjli,  m  a  world  uuKnown  to  the  ancients. 

But  this  inquiry,  however  useful  or  entertaining,  is  attended 
with  two  peculiar  difficulties.  The  scanty  and  suspicious 
materials  of  ecclesiastical  history  seldom  enable  us  to  dispel 
the  dark  cloud  that  hangs  over  the  first  age  of  the  church. 
The  great  law  of  impartiality  too  often  obliges  us  to  reveal  the 
imperfections  of  the  uninspired  teachers  and  believers  of  the 
gospel ;  and,  to  a  careless  observer,  their  faults  may  seem  to 
cast  a  shade  on  the  faith  which  they  professed.  But  the 
scandal  of  the  pious  Christian,  and  the  fallacious  triumph  of 

^ — ■ |-m^^  II  -  -  ■     _     _  ■  -  --    -I u 

*  In  spite  of  my  resolution,  Lardner  led  me  to  look  through  the  famous 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  chapters  of  Gibbon.  I  could  not  lay  them  down 
mthout  finishing  them.  The  causes  assigned,  in  the  fifteenth  chapter,  for 
the  diffusion  of  Christianity,  must,  no  doubt,  haye  contributed  to  it  mate- 
rially ;  but  I  doubt  whether  he  saw  them  all.  Perhaps  those  which  h« 
enumerates  are  among  the  most  obVious.  They  might  all  be  safely  adopted 
by  a  Christian  writer,  with  some  change  in  the  language  and  manmr.. 
MaekintoBh  ;  see  Life,  i.  p.  244.  —  M 
504 
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tho  Infidel,  should  cease  as  soon  as  they  recollect  not  oniv  ^ 
whom^t  but  likewise  to  whom^  the  Divine  Revelation  was  givea 
The  theologian  may  indulge  the  pleasing  task  of  describing 
Religion  as  she  descended  from  Heaven,  arrayed  in  her  native 
purity.  A  more  melancholy  duty  is  imposed  on  the  historian. 
He  must  discover  the  inevitable  mixture  of  error  and  corrup- 
tion, which  she  contreu^ted  in  a  long  residence  upon  earth, 
among  a  weak  and  degenerate  race  of  beings.* 

Our  curiosity  is  naturally  prompted  to  inquire  by  what 
means  the  Christian  faith  obtained  so  remarkable  a  victory 
over  the  established  religions  of  the  earth.  To  this  inquiry, 
an  obvious  but  satisfactory  answer  may  be  returned  ;  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  convincing  evidence  of  the  doctrine  itself, 
and  to  the  ruling  providence  of  its  great  Author.  But  as 
truth  and  reason  seldom  find  so  favorable  a  reception  in  the 
world,  and  as  the  wisdom  of  Providence  frequently  conde- 
scends to  use  the  passions  of  the  human  heart,  and  the  general 
circumstances  of  mankind,  as  instruments  to  execute  its  pur- 
pose, we  may  still  be  permitted,  though  with  becoming  sub- 
mission, to  ask,  not  indeed  what  were  the  first,  but  wha 
were  the  secondary  causes  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Christian 
church.  It  will,  perhaps,  appear,  that  it  was  most  effectually 
favored  and  assisted  by  the  five  following  causes:  L  The 
mflexible,  and,  if  we  may  use  the  expression,  the  intolerant 
zeal  of  the  Christians,  derived,  it  is  true,  from  the  Jewish 
religion,  but  purifbd  from  the  narrow  and  unsocial  spirit, 
which,  instead  of  inviting,  had  deterred  the  Gentiles  from 
embracing  the  law  of  Moses.t  II.  The  doctrine  of  a  future 
life,  improved  by  every  additional  circumstance  which  could 

*  The  art  of  Gibbon,  or  at  least  the  unfair  impression  produced  by  these 
two  memorable  chapters,  consists  in  confounding  together,  in  one  undis- 
tinguishable  mass,  the  origin  and  apostolic  propagation  of  the  Christian 
religion  with  its  later  progress.  The  main  question,  the  divine  origin  of 
the  religion,  is  dexterously  eluded  or  speciously  conceded ;  his  plan  enable! 
aim  to  commence  his  account,  in  most  parts,  below  the  apostolic  times ;  and 
it  is  only  by  the  strength  of  the  dark  coloring  with  which  he  has  brought 
out  the  failings  and  the  follies  of  succeeding  ages,  that  a  shadow  of  doubt 
and  suspicion  is  thrown  back  on  the  primitive  period  of  Christianity.  Di- 
vest this  whole  passage  of  the  latent  sarcasm  betrayed  by  the  subsequent 
tone  of  the  whole  disquisition,  and  it  might  commence  a  Christian  history, 
written  in  the  most  Christian  spirit  of  candor.  —  M. 

*"  Though  we  are  thus  far  agreed  with  respect  to  the  inflexibility  and 
intolerance  of  Christian  zeal,  yet,  as  to  the  principle  ftova  which  it  wai 
derived,  we  are,  toto  coelo,  divided  in  opinion.  You  deduce  it  from  the 
Jewish  religion  ;  I  would  refer  it  to  a  more  adequate  and  a  more  obviouf 
■ource,  a  full  persuasion  of  the  truth  of  Christianity  Wataon,  Letters  if- 
Qibbon,i.9.  —  U, 

24* 
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give  we.ght  and  efficacy  to  that  important  truth.  [II,  The 
miraculous  powers  ascribed  to  the  primitive  church.  IV.  The 
pure  and  austere  morals  of  the  Christians.  V.  The  union 
and  diBcipline  of  the  Christian  republic,  which  gradually 
formed  an  independent  and  increasing  state  in  the  heart  of  the 
Roman  empire. 

I.  We  have  already  described  the  religious  harmony  of  tha 
ancient  world,  and  the  facility*  with  which  the  most  different 

*  This  facility  has  not  always  preTented  intolerance,  which  seems  inhe- 
rent in  the  religious  spirit,  when  armed  with  authority.  The  separation  of 
the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  power,  appears  to  be  the  only  means  of  at  once 
maintaining  religion  and  tolerance:  but  this  is  a  yery  modem  notion. 
The  passions,  which  mingle  themselves  with  opinions,  made  the  Pagans 
very  often  intolerant  and  persecutors  ;  witness  the  Persians,  the  Egyptians 
even  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

Ist.  The  Persiatis.  —  Cambvses,  conqueror  of  the  Egyptians,  condemned 
to  death  the  magistrates  of  Memphis,  because  thev  had  offered  divine 
honors  to  their  god.  Apis :  he  caused  the  god  to  be  brought  before  him, 
struck  him  with  his  dagger,  commanded  the  priests  to  be  scourged,  and 
ordered  a  general  massacre  of  all  the  Egyptians  who  should  be  found  cel- 
ebrating the  festival  of  Apis :  he  caused  all  the  statues  of  the  gods  to  be 
burnt.  Not  content  with  this  intolerance,  he  sent  an  army  to  reduce  the 
Ammonians  to  slavery,  and  to  set  on  fire  the  temple  in  which  Jupiter 
deliverred  his  oracles.    See  Herod,  iii.  25 — ^29,  37. 

Xerxes^  during  his  invasion  of  Greece,  acted  on  the  same  principles :  he 
destroyed  all  the  temples  of  Greece  and  Ionia,  except  that  of  Ephesus. 
See  Paus.  1.  vii.  p.  533,  and  x.  p.  887.    Strabo,  1.  xiv.  p.  941. 

2d.  The  Egyptians. — They  thought  themselves  defiled  when  they  had 
drunk  from  the  same  cup  or  eaten  at  the  same  table  with  a  man  of  a  dif- 
ferent belief  from  their  own.  **  He  who  has  voluntarily  killed  any  sacred 
animal  is  punished  with  death ;  but  if  any  one,  even  involuntarily,  has 
killed  a  cat  or  an  ibis,  he  cannot  escape  the  extreme  penalty :  the  people 
drag  him  away,  treat  him  in*  the  most  cruel  manner,  sometimes  without 
waiting  for  a  judicial  sentence.  •  ♦  ♦  Even  at  the  time  when  King  Ptolemy 
was  not  yet  the  acknowledged  friend  of  the  Boman  people,  while  the  mul- 
titude were  paying  court  with  all  possible  attention  to  the  strangers  who 
came  from  Italy  *  *  a  Roman  having  killed  a  cat,  the  people  rushed  to  his 
house,  and  neither  the  entreaties  of  the  nobles,  whom  the  king  sent  to 
them,  nor  the  terror  of  the  Roman  name,  were  sufficiently  powerful  to 
rescue  the  man  from  punishment,  though  he  had  committed  the  crime 
involuntarily."  Biod.  Sic.  i.  83.  Juvenal,  in  his  13th  Satire,  describes  the 
sanguinary  confiict  between  the  inhabitants  of  Ombos  and  of  Tentyra, 
from  reli^ous  animosity.  The  fury  was  carried  so  fax,  that  the  conquerors 
toie  and  devoured  the  quivering  limbs  of  the  conquered. 

Ardet  adhuc  Ombos  a  Tentyra,  miminus  utrinque 
Inde  furor  vulgo,  quod  numma  vicinorum 
Odit  uterque  locus ;  quum  solos  credat  babendos 
Ease  Deos  quos  ipse  colit.  Sat.  xv.  v.  85. 

8d.  The  Grteka.  —  "  Let  us  not  here,"  says  the  Abb6  Quenfee,  «  refier  to 
the  eities  of  Peloponnesus  and  their  severity  against  atheism ;  the  Ejihe- 
lians  prosecuting  Heraclitus  for  impiety ;  the  Greeks  armed  one  against 
the  other  by  religious  zeal,  in  the  Amphictyonic  war.  Let  us  sav  nothing 
either  of  the  frightful  cruelties  inflicted  by  three  successors  of  Alexander 
ipon  the  Jews,  to  force  them  to  abandon  their  religion,  nor  of  Antiochos 
axpelling  the  philosophers  from  his  states.    Let  us  not  seek  our  prooiii  of 
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and  even  hostile  nations  embraced,  or  at  leastf  "-espected  each 
dther^s  superstitions.     A  single  people  refuse^i  to  join  m  the 

bitoleranee  so  far  off.  Athens,  the  polite  and  learned  i^^l^ens,  will  supplj 
OS  with  sufficient  examples.  Every  citizen  made  a  public  and  solemn  tow 
to  conform  to  the  religion  of  his  country,  to  defend  it,  and  to  cause  it  to 
be  respected.    An  express  law  severely  punished  all  disooazves  against  the 

Sods ;  and  a  rigid  decree  ordered  the  denunciation  of  all  who  should  deny 
tieir  existence.  *  *  *  The  practice  was  in  unison  with  the  severity  of  the 
law.  The  proceedings  commenced  against  Protagoras ;  a  price  set  upon 
the  head  of  Diagoras  ;  the  danger  of  Alcibiades ;  Aristotle  obliged  to  fly ; 
Stilpo  banished;  Anaxagoras  hardly  escaping  death;  Pericles  himself, 
after  all  his  services  to  ms  country,  and  all  the  glory  he  h.%d  acquired, 
compelled  to  appear  before  the  tribunals  and  maKe  nis  defence ;  *  *  a 

Sriestess  executed  for  having  introduced  strange  gods;  Socrates  con- 
emned  and  drinking  the  hemlock,  because  he  was  accused  of  not  recog- 
nizing those  of  his  country,  &c. ;  these  facts  attest  too  loudly,  to  be  called 
in  question,  the  religious  mtolerance  of  the  most  humane  and  enlightened 
people  in  Greece."  Lettres  de  (^uelaues  Juifs  k  Mons.  Voltaire,  i.  p.  221 
(Compare  Bentley  on  Freethinking,  from  which  much  of  this  is  derived.) 
— M. 

4th.  The  Roman*.  —  The  laws  of  Rome  were  not  less  express  asd  severe 
The  intolerance  of  foreign  religions  reaches,  with  the  Romans,  as  high  as 
the  laws  of  the  twelve  tobies ;  the  prohibitions  were  afterwards  renewed 
at  different  times.  Intolerance  did  not  discontinue  imder  the  emperors ; 
nritness  the  counsel  of  Maecenas  to  Augustus.  This  counsel  is  so  remark- 
able, that  I  think  it  right  to  insert  it  entire.  "  Honor  the  gods  yourself," 
says  Maecenas  to  Augustus,  "  in  every  way  according  to  the  usage  of  your 
ancestors,  and  compel  {ivdyKa^t)  others  to  worship  them.  Hate  and  pun- 
ish those  who  introduce  strange  gods,  {rohi  ii  iii  |cvt|ovrac  iiiau  koi  xtfXa^c,) 
Qot  only  for  the  sake  of  the  gods,  (he  who  despises  them  will  respect  no 
Dne,)  but  because  those  who  introduce  new  gods  engage  a  multitude  of  per- 
sons in  foreign  laws  and  customs.  From  hence  arise  unioiis  bound  by 
c>aths,and  confederacies,  and  associations,  things  dangerous  to  a  monarchy. 
Dion  Cass.  1.  ii.  c.  36.  (But,  though  some  may  differ  from  it,  see  Gibboo's 
just  observation  on  this  passage  in  Dion  Cassius,  ch.  xvi.  note  117 ;  im- 
pugned, indeed,  by  M.  Guizot,  note  in  loc. )  —  M. 

Even  the  laws  which  the  philosophers  of  Athens  and  of  Rome  wrote  for 
their  imaffinary  republics  are  intolerant.  Plato  does  not  leave  to  his  citi- 
lens  freeoom  of  religious  worship ;  and  Cicero  expressly  prohibits  them 
from  having  other  gods  than  those  of  the  state.  Lettres  de  quelques  Juifs 
a  Mons.  Voltaire,  i.  p.  226.  —  G. 

According  to  M.  Guizot's  just  remarks,  religious  intolerance  will  alway* 
ally  itself  with  the  passions  of  man,  however  different  those  passions  mar 
be.  In  the  instances  quoted  above,  with  the  Persians  it  was  the  pride  oi 
despotism;  to  conquer  the  gods  of  a  country  was  the  last  mark  of  subju- 
gation. With  the  Egyptians,  it  was  the  gross  Fetichism  of  the  super- 
stitious populace,  and  the  local  jealousy  of  neighboring  towns.  In  Greece, 
persecution  was  in  general  connected  with  political  party ;  in  Rome,  with 
the  stem  supremacy  of  the  law  and  the  interests  of  the  state.  Gibbon  has 
been  mistaken  in  attributing  to  the  tolerant  spirit  of  Paganism  that  which 
arose  out  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times.  1st.  The  decay  of 
the  old  Polytheism,  through  the  process  of  reason  and  intelligence,  and 
the  prevalence  of  philosophical  opinions  among  the  higher  orders.  2d 
The  Roman  character,  in  which  the  political  always  predominated  over  the 
religious  part.  The  Romans  were  contented  with  having  bowed  the  world 
10  a  uniformity  of  subjection  to  their  power,  and  cared  not  for  establish 
tag  the  (to  them)  less  important  uniformity  of  religion.  —  M. 
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common  mtercouree  of  mankind.  The  Jews,  who,  under  the 
Assyrian  and  Persian  monarchies,  had  languished  for  many 
ages  the  most  despised  portion  of  their  slaves,^  emerged  from 
obscurity  under  the  successors  of  Alexander ;  and  as  they 
multiplied. to  a  surprising  degree  in  the  East,  and  afterwards 
in  the  West,  they  soon  excited  the  curiosity  and  wonder  of 
othei  nations.2  The  sullen  obstinacy  with  which  they  main- 
tained their  peculiar  rites  and  unsocial  manners,  seemed  to 
mark  them  out  as  a  distinct  species  of  men,  who  boldly  pro- 
fessed, or  who  faintly  disguised,  their  implacable  hatred  to 
the  rest  of  human  kind.^  Neither  the  violence  of  Antiochus, 
nor  the  arts  of  Herod,  nor  the  example  of  the  circumjacent 
nations,  could  ever  persuade  the  Jews  to  associate  with  the 
institutions  of  Moses  the  elegant  mythology  of  the  Greeks.'* 


*  Dum  Assyrios  penes,  Medosque,  at  Persas  Oriens  fiiit,  despectia- 
i«.ima  pars  servientium.  Tacit.  Hist.  v.  8.  Herodotus,  who  visited 
Asia  whilst  it  obeyed  the  last  of  those  empires,  slightly  mentions 
the  Syrians  of  Palestine,  who,  according  to  their  own  confession,  b>id 
received  from  Egypt  the  rite  of  circumcision.     See  L  ii.  c  104. 

'  Diodonis  Siculus,  1.  xl.     Dion  Cassius,  1.  xxxvii.  p.  121.    Taoit 
Tlist.  V-  1 — 9.     Justin,  xxxvi.  2,  3. 

*  Tradidit  arcano  qusecunque  volumine  Moses, 
Non  monstrare  vias  eadem  nisi  sacra  colenti^ 
Qusesitum  ad  fontem  solos  dedu'^ere  verpas. 

The  letter  of  this  law  is  not  to  be  found  m  the  present  volume  ot 
Moses.  But  the  wise,  the  humane  Maimonides  openly  teaches  that 
if  an  idolater  fall  into  the  water,  a  Jew  ought  not  to  save  him  from 
instant  death.     See  Basnage,  Histoire  des  Juifs,  1.  vi.  c.  28.* 

*  A  Jewish  sect,  which  indulged  themselves  in  a  sort  of  occasional 
conformity,  derived  from  Herod,  by  whose  example  and  authority 
they  had  been  seduced,  the  name  of  Herodians.  But  their  numbers 
were  so  inconsiderable,  and  their  duration  so  snort,  that  Josephus  has 
not  thought  them  worthy  of  his  notice.  See  Prideaux's  Connection, 
vol.  ii.  p.  iS5.t 

*  It  is  diametrically  opposed  to  its  spirit  and  to  its  letter ;  see,  amons 
%ther  passages,  Deut.  v.  18,19,  f  God)  "  loveth  the  stranger  in  giving  him  food 
and  raiment.  Love  ye,  thereiore,  the  stranger :  for  ye  were  strangers  in 
the  land  of  E^ypt."  Comp.  Lev.  xxiii.  25.  Juvenal  is  a  satirist,  whose 
strong  expressions  can  hardly  be  received  as  historic  evidence ;  and  he 
wrote  after  the  horrible  cruelties  of  the  Romans,  which,  during  and  after 
die  war,  might  give  some  cause  for  the  complete  isolation  of  the  Jew  from 
tlie  rest  of  tne  world.  The  Jew  was  a  bigot,  but  his  religion  was  not  the 
only  source  of  his  bieotry.  After  how  many  centuries  of  mutual  wrona 
and  hatred,  which  haa  still  further  estranged  the  Jew  from  mankind,  die 
Maimonides  write  ?  —  M. 

t  The  Herodians  were  probablv  more  of  a  political  part;^  than  a  xeHgiouf 
sect,  though  Gibbon  is  most  likely  right  as  to  their  occasional  copfoimity 
6«ff  Hist  of  the  Jews  U.  108.  —M. 
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A.ccording  to  the  ri.atxinis  of  universal  toleration,  the  Romans 
protected  a  superstition  which  they  despised.*  The  polite 
Augustus  condescended  to  give  orders,  that  sacrifices  should 
be  offered  for  his  prosperity  in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  ;• 
while  the  meanest  of  the  posterity  of  Abraham,  who  should 
have  paid  the  same  homage  to  the  Jupiter  of  the  Capitol, 
would  have  been  an  object  of  abhorrence  to  himself  and  to  hif 
brethren.  But  the  moderation  of  the  conquerors  was  insuffi- 
cient to  appease  the  jealous  prejudices  of  their  subjects,  who 
were  alarmed  and  scandalized  at  the  ensigns  of  paganism, 
which  necessarily  introduced  themselves  into  a  Roman  prov- 
ince.^ The  mad  attempt  of  Caligula  to  place  his  own  statue 
in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  was  defeated  by  the  unanimous 
resolution  of  a  people  who  dreaded  death  much  less  than  such 
an  idolatrous  profanation.®  Their  attachment  to  the  law  of 
Moses  was  equal  to  their  detestation  of  foreign  religions.  The 
current  of  zeal  and  devotion,  as  it  was  contracted  into  a  nar- 
row channel,  ran  with  the  strength,  and  sometimes  with  the 
fury,  of  a  torrent. 

This  inflexible  perseverance,  which  appeared  so  odious  or  so 
ridiculous  to  the  ancient  world,  assumes  a  more  awful  charac- 
ter, since  Providence  has  deigned  to  reveal  to  us  the  mys- 
terious history  of  the  chosen  people.  But  the  devout  and 
even  scrupulous  attachment  to  the  Mosaic  religion,  so  conspic- 
uous' among  the  Jews  who  lived  under  the  second  temple, 
becomes  still   more  surprising,   if  it   is   compared  with   the 

•  Cicero  pro  Flacco,  c.  28.» 

*  Philo  de  Lcgatione.  Augustus  left  a  foundation  for  a  perpetual 
sacrifice.  Yet  he  approved  of  the  neglect  which  his  grandson  Caiiis 
expressed  towards  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  See  Sueton.  in  August. 
c.  93,  and  Casaubon's  notes  on  that  passage. 

^  See,  in  particular,  Joseph.  Antiquitat.  xvii.  6,  xviii.  3 ;  and  de 
Bell.  Judiac.  L  33,  and  ii.  9,  edit.  Havercamp.f 

^  Jussi  a  Caio  Ceesare,  ef&giem  ejus  in  templo  locare,  arma  potius 
Bumpsere.  Tacit.  Hist.  v.  9.  Philo  and  Josephus  give  a  very  cir- 
onmstantial,  but  a  very  rhetorical,  account  of  this  transaction,  which 
exceedingly  perplexed  the  governor  of  Syria.  At  the  first  mention 
of  this  idolatrous  proposal,  King  Agrippa  fainted  away ;  and  did  not 
recover  his  senses  until  the  third  day.     (Hist,  of  Jews,  ii.  181,  &c.) 


*  The  edicts  of  Julias  Csssar,  and  of  some  of  the  cities  in  Asia  Minor, 
(Krebs.  Decret.  pro  Judaeis,)  in  favor  of  the  nation  in  general,  or  of  the 
Asiatic  Jews,  speak  a  different  language.  —  M. 

t  This  was  during  the  goyemment  of  Pontius  Pilate.  (Hist,  of  Jews, 
d.  166.^  Probably  in  part  to  avoid  this  collision,  the  Roman  governor,  i» 
Heaeral,  resided  at  Cietarea.  -*M 
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■tubborn  increJjlity  of  their  forefathen  When  the  law  waa 
given  in  thunder  from  Mount  Sinai,  when  the  tides  of  the 
ocean  and  the  course  of  the  planets  were  suspended  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Israelites,  and  when  temporal  rewarda 
and  punishments  were  the  immediate  consequences  of  their 
piety  or  disobedience,  they  perpetually  relapsed  Into  rebellioa 
against  the  visible  majesty  of  their  Divine  King,  placed  the 
idols  of  the  nations  in  the  sanctuary  of  Jehovah,  and  imitated 
«very  fantastic  ceremony  that  was  practised  in  the  tents  of 
the  Arabs,  or  in  the  cities  of  PhoBnicia.®  As  the  protection 
of  Heaven  was  deservedly  withdrawn  from  the  ungrateful 
race,  their  faith  acquired  a  proportionable  degree  of  vigor  and 
purity.  The  contemporaries  of  Moses  and  Joshua  had  beheld 
with  careless  indifference  the  most  amazing  miracles.  Under 
the  pressure  of  every  calamity,  the  belief  of  those  miracles 
has  preserved  the  Jews  of  a  later  period  from  the  universal 
contagion  of  idolatry ;  and  in  contradiction  to  every  known 
principle  of  the  human  mind,  that  singular  people  seems  to 
have  yielded  a  stronger  and  more  ready  assent  to  the  tradi- 
tions of  their  remote  ancestors,  than  to  the  evidence  of  their 
own  senses.^^ 

The  Jewish  religion  was  admirably  fitted  for  defence,  but  it 


*  For  the  enumeration  of  the  Syrian  and  Arabian  deities,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  Milton  has  comprised  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  \ery 
beautiful  lines  the  two  large  and  learned  syntagmas  which  Selden 
had  composed  on  that  abstruse  subject. 

*®  •*  How  long  will  this  people  provoke  me  ?  and  how  long  will  it 
be  ere  they  believe  me,  for  all  the  siffna  which  I  have  shown  among 
them  ? "  (Numbers  xiv.  II.)  It  would  be  easy,  but  it  would  be  un- 
becoming, to  justify  the  complaint  of  the  Deity  from  the  whole  tenor 
if  the  Mosaic  history.* 

*  Among  a  rude  and  barbarous  people,  religious  impressions  are  easily 
made,  and  are  as  soon  effaced.  The  ignorance  which  multiplies  imaginary 
wonders,  would  weaken  or  destroy  the  e£fect  of  real  miracle.  At  th€ 
period  of  the  Jewish  history,  referred  to  in  the  passage  from  Numbers, 
their  fears  predominated  over  their  faith, — the  fears  of  an  un warlike 
oeople,  just  rescued  from  debasing  slavery,  and  commanded  to  attack  a 
fierce,  a  well-armed,  a  gigantic,  and  a  far  more  numerous  race,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Canaan.  As  to  the  frequent  apostasy  of  the  Jews,  their  religion 
was  beyond  their  state  of  civilization.  Not  is  it  uncommon  for  a  people  to 
cUng  with  passionate  attachment  to  that  oi  which,  at  first,  they  could  not 
appreciate  the  value.  Patriotism  and  national  pride  will  contend,  ewea  to 
death,  for  j^olitical  rights  which  have  been  forced  upon  a  reluctant  people. 
The  Christum  may  at  least  retort,  with  justice,  that  the  great  sign  of  hif 
religion,  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  was  most  ardently  believed,  and  moff' 
resoluttly  asserted  by  the  eve-witnesses  of  the  £M»t.  —  M. 
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wnB  neyer  designed  for  conquest  and  it  seems  probable  th« 
the  number  of  proselytes  was  never  mu  h  superior  to  that  cf 
apostates.  The  divine  promises  were  originally  made,  and 
the  distinguishing  rite  of  circumcision  was  enjoined,  to  a 
lingle  family.  When  the  posterity  of  Abraham  had  multi- 
plied like  the  sands  of  the  sea,  the  Deity,  from  whose  mouth 
they  received  a  system  of  laws  and  ceremonies,  declared 
himself  the  proper  and  as  it  were  the  national  God  of  Israel ; 
and  with  the  most  jealous  care  separated  his  favorite  people 
from  the  rest  of  mankind.  The  conquest  of  the  land  of 
Canaan  was  accompanied  with  so  many  wonderful  and  with 
so  many  bloody  circumstances,  that  the  victorious  Jews  were 
led  in  a  state  of  irreconcilable  hostility  with  all  their  neigh- 
bors. They  had  been  commanded  to  extirpate  some  of  the 
most  idolatrous  tribes,  and  the  execution  of  the  divine  will 
had  seldom  b^en  retarded  by  the  weakness  of  humanity 
With  the  other  nations  they  were  forbidden  to  contract  an> 
marriages  or  alliances  ;  and  the  prohibition  of  receiving  them 
into  the  congregation,  which  in  some  cases  was  perpetual, 
almost  always  extended  to  the  third,  to  the  seventh,  or  even  to 
the  tenth  generation.  The  obligation  of  preaching  to  the 
Grentiles  the  faith  of  Moses  had  never  been  inculcated  as  a 
precept  of  the  law,  nor  were  the  Jews  inclined  to  impose  it 
on  themselves  as  a  voluntary  duty. 

In  the  admission  of  new  citizens,  that  unsocial  people  was 
actuated  by  the  selfish  vanity  of  the  Greeks,  rather  than  by 
the  generous  policy  of  Rome.  The  descendants  of  Abraham 
were  flattered  by  the  opinion  that  they  alone  were  the  heirs  of 
the  covenant,  and  they  were  apprehensive  of  diminishing  the 
value  of  their  inheritance  by  sharing  it  too  easily  with  the 
strangers  of  the  earth.  A  larger  acquaintance  with  mankind 
extended  their  knowledge  without  correcting  their  prejudices  ; 
and  whenever  the  God  of  Israel  acquired  any  new  votaries, 
ne  was  much  more  indebted  to  the  inconstant  humor  of  poly- 
theism than  to  the  active  zeal  of  his  own  missionaries.^^  The 
religion  of  Moses  seems  to  be  instituted  for  a  particular  coun- 
try as  well  as  for  a  single  nation ;  and  if  a  strict  obedience 
had  been  paid  to  the  order,  that  every  male,  three  times  in  the 
year,  should  present  himself  before  the  Lord  Jehovah,  it  would 
bave  been  impossible  that  the  Jews  could  ever  have  spread 

^'  All  thftt  relates  to  the  Jewish  proselytes  has  been  very  aUy 
treated  by  Basnage,  Hist,  des  JvdSa,  L  yi.  c.  6,  7. 
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themselves  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  promised  tand.^* 
That  obstacle  was  indeed  removed  by  the  destruction  of  the 
temple  of  Jerusalem ;  but  the  most  considerable  part  of  th€ 
Jewish  religion  was  involved  in  its  destruction ;  and  the 
Pagans,  who  had  long  wondered  at  the  strange  report  of  an 
empty  sanctuary ,^3  ^3^^  ^t  a  loss  to  discover  what  could  be 
the  object,  or  what  could  be  the  instruments,  of  a  worship 
which  was  destitute  of  temples  and  of  altare,  of  priests  and 
of  sacrifices.  Yet  even  in  their  fallen  state,  the  Jews,  still 
tsserting  their  lofty  and  exclusive  privileges,  shunned,  instead 
o(  courting,  the  society  of  strangers.  They  still  insisted  with 
inflexible  rigor  on  those  parts  of  the  law  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  practise.  Their  peculiar  distinctions  of  days,  of 
meats,  and  a  variety  of  trivial  though  burdensome  obser- 
vances, were  so  many  objects  of  disgust  and  aversion  for  the 
other  nations,  to  whose  habits  and  prejudices,  they  were  dia- 
metrically opposite.  The  painful  and  even  dangerous  rite  of 
circumcision  was  alone  capable  of  repelling  a  willing  proselyte 
from  the  door  of  the  synagogue.^* 

Under  these  circumstances,  Christianity  offered  itself  to  the 
world,  armed  with  the  strength  of  the  Mosaic  law,  and  deliv- 
ered from  the  weight  of  its  fetters.  An  exclusive  zeal  for 
the  truth  of  religion,  and  the  unity  of  God,  was  as  carefully 
mculcated  in  the  new  as  in  the  ancient  system :  and  whatever 
was  now  revealed  to  mankind  concerning  the  nature  and  de- 
signs of  the  Supreme  Being,  was  fitted  to  increase  their  rev- 
erence for  that  mysterious  doctrine.  The  divine  authority  of 
Moses  and  the  prophets  was  admitted,  and  even  established, 
as  the  firmest  basis  of  Christianity.  From  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  an  uninterrupted  series  of  predictions  had  an- 
nounced and  prepared  the  long-expected  coming  of  the  Mes- 
sWh,  who,  in  compliance  with  the  gross  apprehensions  of  the 


'*  See  Exod.  xxiv.  23,  Deut.  xvi.  16»  the  commentators,  and  a  very 
sensible  note  in  the.  Universal  History,  vol.  i.  p.  603,  edit.  fol. 

"  When  Pompey,  using  or  abusing  the  right  of  conquest,  entered 
into  tne  Holy  of  Holies,  it  was  observed  with  amazement,  **NiiZlii 
intus  De&m  efiigie,  vacuam  sedem  et  inania  arcana."  Tacit.  Hist.  t. 
0.    It  was  a  popular  saying,  with  regard  to  the  Jews, 

Nil  prater  nubes  et  c<Bli  numen  adorant. 

^*  A  second  kind  of  circumcision  was  inflicted  on  a  Samantan  01 
Egyptian  proselyte.  The  sullen  indifference  of  the  Tabnudiats,  with 
respect  to  the  conversion  of  strangers,  may  be  sef  n  in  Basnag«,  Hia- 
loire  des  Jui&«  L  vi.  '*.  6. 
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icws,  had  been  more  frequently  represented  under  the  chai 
iLCter  of  a  King  and  Conqueror,  than  under  that  of  a  Prophet, 
a  Martyr,  and  the  Son  of  God.  By  hia  expiatory  sacrifice,  the 
imperfect  sacrliices  of  the  temple  were  at  once  conbummateo 
and  abolished.  The  ceremonial  law,  which  consisted  only  of 
types  and  figures,  was  succeeded  by  a  pure  and  spiritual  wor- 
ship,  equally  adapted  to  all  climates,  as  well  as  to  every  con- 
dition of  mankind  ;  and  to  the  mitiation  of  blood  was  substif- 
tuted  a  jnore  harmless  initiation  of  water.  The  promise  of 
Uvine  favor,  instead  of  bein^  partially  confined  to  the  pos- 
terity of  Abraham,  was  universally  proposed  to  the  freeman 
and  the  slave,  to  the  Greek  and  to  the  barbarian,  to  the  Jew 
and  to  the  Gentile.  Every  privilege  that  could  raise  the  prose* 
lyte  from  earth  to  heaven,  that  could  exalt  his  devotion,  secure 
his  happiness,  or  even  gratify  that  secret  pride  which,  under 
the  semblance  of  devotion,  insinuates  itself  into  the  human 
heart,  was  still  reserved  for  the  members  of  the  Christian 
church ;  but  at  the  same  time  all  mankind  was  permitted, 
and  even  solicited,  to  accept  the  glorious  distinction,  which 
was  not  only  proffered  as  a  favor,  but  imposed  as  an  obliga- 
tion. It  became  the  most  sacred  duty  of  a  new  convert  to 
diffuse  among  his  friends  and  relations  the  inestimable  bless- 
ing which  he  had  received,  and  to  warn  them  against  a  refu- 
sal that  would  be  severely  punished  as  a  criminal  disobedi 
ence  to  the  will  of  a  benevolent  but  all-powerful  Deity. 

The  enfranchisement  of  the  church  from  the  bonds  of  the 
synagogue  was  a  work,  however,  of  some  time  and  of  some 
difficulty.  The  Jewish  converts,  who  acknowledged  Jesus  in 
the  character  of  the  Messiah  foretold  by  their  ancient  oracle* 
respected  him  as  a  prophetic  teacher  of  virtue  and  religion  \ 
but  they  obstinately  adhered  to  the  ceremonies  of  their  ances 
tors,  and  were  desirous  of  imposing  them  on  the  Gentiles, 
who  continually  augmented  the  number  of  believers.  These 
ludaizing  Christians  seem  to  have  argued  with  some  degree  of 
plausibility  from  the  divine  origin  of  the  Mosaic  law,  and  from 
the  immutable  perfections  of  its  great  Author.  They  affirmed, 
thai  if  the  Being,  who  is  the  same  through  all  eternity,  had 
designed  to  abolish  those  sacred  rites  which  had  served  to 
distinguish  his  chosen  people,  the  repeal  of  them  would  have 
been  no  less  clear  and  solemn  than  their  first  promulgation : 
that^  instead  of  those  frequent  declarations,  which  either  sup- 
po«e  or  assert  the  perpetuity  of  the  Mosaic  religion,  it  would 
oave  been  represented  as  a  provisionary  scheme  intended  Ui 
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last  onl^  to  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  who  should  iiMtnicI 
mankind  in  a  more  perfect  mode  of  faith  and  of  worship :  ^ 
thai  the  Messiah  himself,  and  his  disciples  who  conversed  with 
him  on  earth,  instead  of  authorizing  hy  their  example  the  roost 
minute  observances  of  the  Mosaic  law,^^  would  have  published 
to  the  world  the  abolition  of  those  useless  and  obsolete  cere- 
monies, without  suffering  Christianity  to  remain  during  so 
many  years  obscurely  confounded  among  the  sects  of  the 
Jewish  church.  Arguments  like  these  appear  to  have  been 
used  in  the  defence  of  the  expiring  cause  of  the  Mosaic  law , 
but  the  industry  of  our  learned  divines  has  abundantly  ex- 
plained the  ambiguous  language  of  the  Old  Testament,  and 
the  ambiguous  conduct  of  the  apostolic  teachers.  It  was 
proper  gradually  to  unfold  the  system  of  the  gospel,  and  to 
pronounce,  with  the  utmost  caution  and  tenderness,  a  sentence 
of  condemnation  so  repugnant  to  the  inclination  and  prejudices 
of  the  believing  Jews. 

The  history  of  the  church  of  Jerusalem  affords  a  lively 
proof  of  the  necessity  of  those  precautions,  and  of  the  deep 
impression  which  the  Jewish  religion  had  made  on  the  minds 
of  its  sectaries.  The  first  fifteen  bishops  of  Jerusalem  wen 
all  circumcised  Jews  ;  and  the  congregation  over  which  they 
presided  united  the  law  of  Moses  with  the  doctrine  of  Christ^"' 
It  was  natural  that  the  primitive  tradition  of  a  church  which 
was  founded  only  forty  days  after  the  death  of  Christ,  and 
was  governed  almost  as  many  years  under  the  immediate 
inspection  of  his  apostle,  should  be  received  as  the  standard  of 
orthodoxy.  1®     The  distant  churches  very  frequently  appealed 

"  These  arguments  were  urged  with  great  ingenuity  by  the  Jew 
Orobio,  and  refuted  with  equal  ingenuity  and  candor  by  the  Christian 
Limborch.  See  the  Arnica  Gollatio,  (it  well  deserves  that  name,)  oi 
account  of  the  dispute  between  them. 

*'  Jesus  .  .  .  circumcisus  erat ;  cibis  utebatur  Judaicis ;  vestitA 
simili ;  purgatos  scabie  mittebat  ad  sacerdotes ;  Faschata  et  alios  dies 
festos  religiose  observabat :  Si  quos  sanayit  sabbatho,  ostendit  non 
tantum  ex  lege,  sed  et  exceptis  sententiis,  talia  opera  sabbatho  non 
interdicta.  Grotius  de  Veritate  Religionis  Christians,  1.  v.  c.  7>  A 
little  afterwards,  (o.  12,)  he  expatiates  on  the  condescension  of  the 
apostles. 

*'  Psene  omnes  Christum  Deum  sub  legis  observatione  credebaat 
8ulpicius  Severus,  iL  31.    See  Eusebius,  Hist.  Ecclesiast.  1.  iv.  c  6, 

^'  Moaheim  de  Rebus  Christianis  ante  Constantinum  Magnum,  p 
153.  In  this  masterly  performance,  which  I  shall  often  have  occasion 
to  quote,  he  enters  much  more  fully  into  the  state  of  the  primitiTi 
thurch.  than  he  has  an  opportunity  of  doing  in  his  General  History 
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to  the  authority  of  their  venerable  Parent,  and  relieved  hei 
distresses  by  a  liberal  contribuion  of  alms.  But  when  numer 
ous  and  opulent  societies  weie  established  in  the  great  cities 
of  the  empire,  in  Antioch,  Alexandria,  Ephesus,  Corintn,  and 
Rome,  the  reverence  which  Jerusalem  had  inspired  to  all  the 
Christian  colonies  insensibly  diminished.  The  Jewish  con- 
verts, or,  as  they  were  afterwards  called,  the  Nazarenes,  who 
had  laid  the  foundations  of  the  church,  soon  found  themselvei 
overwhelmed  by  the  increasing  multitudes,  that  from  all  the 
various  religions  of  polytheism  enlisted  under  the  banner  of 
Christ :  and  the  Gentiles,  who,  with  the  approbation  of  their 
peculiar  apostle,  had  rejected  the  intolerable  weight  of  the 
Mosaic  ceremonies,  at  length  refused  to  their  more  scrapuloufl 
brethren  the  same  toleration  which  at  first  they  had  humbly 
solicited  for  their  own  practice.  The  ruin  of  the  temple  of 
the  city,  and  of  the  public  religion  of  the  Jews,  was  severely 
felt  by  the  Nazarenes ;  as  in  their  manners,  though  not  in 
their  faith,  they  maintained  so  intimate  a  connection  with  their 
impious  countrymen,  whose  misfortunes  were  attributed  by  the 
Pagans  to  the  contempt,  and  more  justly  ascribed  by  the  Chris- 
tians to  the  wrath,  of  the  Supreme  Deity.  The  Nazarenes 
retired  from  the  ruins  of  Jerusalem  *  to  the  iiitle  town  of  Pella 
beyond  the  Jordan,  where  that  ancient  church  languished  above 
sixty  years  in  solitude  and  obscurity.^^  They  still  enjoyed 
the  comfort  of  making  frequent  and  devout  visits  to  the  Holy 
Oityy  and  the  hope  of  being  one  day  restored  to  those  seats 
which  both  nature  and  religion  taught  them  to  love  as  well  as 
to  revere.  But  at  length,  under  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  the 
desperate  fanaticism  of  the  Jews  filled  up  the  measure  of  their 
calamities ;  and  the  Romans,  exasperated  by  their  repeated 
rebellions,  exercised  the  rights  of  victory  with  unusual  rigor. 
The  emperor  founded,  under  the  name  of  iElia  Capitolina,  a 
new  city  on  Mount  Sion,^^  to  which  he  gave  the  privileges  of 

^*  Eusebius,  1.  iiL  c  5.  Le  Clerc,  Hist.  Ecclesiast.  p.  605.  During 
this  occasional  absence,  the  bishop  and  church  of  Pella  stiU  retained 
the  title  of  Jerusalem.  In  the  same  manner,  the  Koman  pontiffs 
resided  seventy  years  at  Avignon  ;  and  the  patriarchs  of  Alexandiiii 
have  long  since  transferred  thdr  episcopal  seat  to  Cairo. 

^  Dion  Cassius,  1.  Ixix.  The  exile  of  the  Jewish  nation  from 
Xerasalem  is  attested  by  Aristo  of  Pella,  (apud  Euseb.  1.  iv.  c.  6,)  and 


*  lliis  is  mcorrect :  all  the  traditions  concur  in  placing  the  abandon 
aent  of  the  city  by  the  Christians,  net  only  before  it  was  in  ruins,  bnt 
tefere  the  siege  had  commenced.    Euseb.  loc.  cit.,  and  Le  Clerr  — M 
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a  colony  ;  and  denouncing  the  severest  penalties  agauut  an^ 
of  the  Jewish  people  who  should  dare  to  approach  its  pre- 
cincts, he  fixed  a  vigilant  garrison  of  a  Roman  cohort  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  his  orders.  The  Nazarenes  had  only 
one  way  left  to  escape  the  common  proscription,  and  the  force 
of  truth  was  on  this  occasion  assisted  by  the  influence  of  .em- 
poral  advantages.  They  elected  Marcus  for  their  bishcp,  a 
prelate  of  the  race  of  the  Grentiles,  and  most  probably  a  native 
either  of  Italy  or  of  some  of  the  Latin  provinces.  At  his 
persuasion,  the  most  considerable  part  of  the  congregation 
renounced  the  Mosaic  law,  in  the  practice  of  which  they  had 
persevered  above  a  century.  By  this  sacrifice  of  their  habits 
and  prejudices,  they  purchased  a  free  admission  into  the  col- 
ony of  Hadrian,  and  more  firmly  cemented  their  union  with 
the  Catholic  church.^i 

When  the  name  and  honors  of  the  church  of  Jerusalem  had 
been  restored  to  Mount  Sion,  the  crimes  of  heresy  and  schism 
were  imputed  to  the  obscure  remnant  of  the  Nazarenes,  which 
refused  to  accompany  their  Latin  bishop.  They  still  preserved 
their  former  habitation  of  Pella,  spread  themselves  into  the 
villages  adjacent  to  Damascus,  and  formed  an  inconsiderable 
church  in  the  city  of  Beroea,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  of  Aleppo 
in  Syria.^^  The  name  of  Nazarenes  was  deemed  too  honor- 
able for  those  Christian  Jews,  and  they  soon  received,  from 
the  supposed  poverty  of  their  understanding,  as  well  as  of 
their  condition,  the  contemptuous  epithet  of  Ebionites.^  In  a 
few  years  after  the  return  of  the  church  of  Jerusalem,  it 
became  a  matter  of  doubt  and  controversy,  whether  a  man 


is  mentioned  by  several  ecclesiastical  writers  ;  though  some  of  them 
too  hastily  extend  this  interdiction  to  the  whole  country  of  Palestine. 

'*  Eusebius,  1.  iv.  c.  6.  Sulpicius  Severus,  ii.  31.  ^y  comparing 
their  unsatisfactory  accounts,  Mosheim  (p.  d27»  &o.)  has  drawn  out  a 
very  distinct  representation  of  the  circumstances  and  motives  of  this 
tevolution. 

"  Le  Clerc  (Hist.  Ecclesiast.  p.  477>  6S5)  seems  to  have  collocted 
from  Eusebius,  Jerome,  Epiphanius,  and  other  writers,  all  the  princi- 
pal circumstances  that  relate  to  the  Nazarenes  or  Ebionitea.  The 
nature  of  their  opinions  soon  divided  them  into  a  stricter  and  a  milder 
sect;  and  there  is  some  reason  to  conjecture,  that  the  family  of 
Jesus  Christ  remained  members,  at  least,  of  the  latter  and  more  mod- 
erate party. 

•'  Some  writers  have  been  pleased  to  create  an  Ebion,  the  imagi- 
aary  author  of  their  sect  and  name.  But  we  can  more  safely  jely  oi 
die  learned  fusebius  than  on  the  vehement  'rertullian«  '\r  the  creda 
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irho  sincerely  acknowledged  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  but  who 
•till  continued  to  observe  the  law  of  Moses,  could  possibly 
hcf<e  for  salvation.  The  humane  temper  of  Justin  Martyr 
inclined  him  to  answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative ;  and 
though  he  expressed  himself  with  the  most  guarded  diffidence, 
he  ventured  to  determine  in  favor  of  such  an  imperiecl 
Christian,  if  he  were  content  to  practise  the  Mosaic  ceremo- 
nies, without  pretending  to  assert  their  general  use  or  neces 
sity.  But  when  Justin  was  pressed  to  declare  the  sentiment 
of  the  church,  he  confessed  that  there  were  very  many  among 
the  orthodox  Christians,  who  not  only  excluded  their  Judaizing 
brethren  from  the  hope  of  salvation,  but  who  declined  any 
intercourse  with  them  in  the  common  offices  of  friendship 
hospitality,  and  social  life.^*  The  more  rigorous  opinion  pre- 
vailed, as  it  was  natural  to  expect,  over  the  milder ;  and  an 
eternal  bar  of  separation  was  fixed  between  the  disciples  of 
Moses  and  those  of  Christ.  The  unfortunate  £bionites 
rejected  from  one  religion  as  apostate^,  and  from  the  other  as 
heretics,  found  themselves  compelled  to  assume  a  more  decided 
character ;  and  although  some  traces  of  that  obsolete  sect 
may  be  discovered  as  late  as  the  fourth  century,  they  insensi 
bly  melted  away,  either  into  the  church  or  the  synagogue.^ 

louf  Epiphanius.  According  to  Le  Clerc,  the  Hebrew  word  MJonim 
may  be  translated  into  Latin  by  that  of  Panperes,  See  Hist.  Ecde- 
siaat  p.  477.* 

•*  See  the  very  cnrioTis  Dialogue  of  Justin  Martyr  with  the  Jew 
Tryphon.t  The  conference  between  them  was  held  at  Ephesus,  in 
the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  and  about  twenty  years  after  the  return 
of  the  church  of  Pella  to  Jerusalem.  For  this  date  consult  the 
accurate  note  of  'Hllemont,  M6moires  Ecclesiastiques,  torn.  ii.  p.  511. 

"^  Of  all  the  systems  of  Christianity,  that  of  Abyssinia  is  the  only 
one  which  still  adheres  to  the  Mosaic  rites.  (Geddes's  Church  EUstory 


*  The  opinion  of  Le  Clerc  is  generally  admitted ;  but  Neander  has  sug- 
gested some  good  reasons  for  supposing  that  this  term  only  applied  tt 
poverty  of  condition.  The  obscure  history  of  their  tenets  and  diyisiona, 
18  clearlv  and  rationally  traced  in  his  History  of  the  Church,  vol.  i.  part  ii. 
p.  612,  &c.,  Germ.  edit.  —  M. 

t  Justin  Martyr  makes  an  important  distinction,  which  Gibbon  has 
neglected  to  notice.  *  •  *  There  were  some  who  were  not  content  with 
observing  the  Mosaic  law  themselves,  but  enforced  the  same  observance. 
as  necesaury  to  salvation,  upon  the  heathen  converts,  and  refused  all  social 
intercourse  with  them  if  they  did  not  conform  to  the  law.  Justin  Martyr 
himself  freely  admits  those  who  kept  the  law  themselves  to  Christian 
Tommunion,  though  he  acknowledges  that  some,  not  the  Church,  thought 
otherwise ;  of  the  other  party,  he  himself  thought  less  favorably  ->  huotSi 
ca2  roinoi^i  oHk  avolitx6iiai.  The  former  bv  some  are  consideted  the  Nauk 
cenes,  the  latter  the  Ebionites.  —  G  and  M. 
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Wliile  the  orthtdox  church  preserved  a  just  medium  be 
tween  excessive  veneration  and  improper  contempt  for  the 
law  of  Moses,  the  ^'arious  heretics  deviated  into  equal  but 
opposite  extremes  of  error  and  extravagance.  From  tbe 
acknowledged  truth  of  the  Jewish  religion,  the  Ebionites  had 
concluded  that  it  could  never  be  abolished.  From  its  supposed 
imperfections,  the  Gnostics  as  hastily  inferred  that  it  nevex 
was  instituted  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Deity.  There  are  soma 
objections  agamst  the  authority  of  Moses  and  the  prophets, 
which  too  readily  present  themselves  to  the  sceptical  mind ; 
though  they  can  only  be  derived  from  our  ignorance  of  remot*) 
antiquity,  and  from  our  incapacity  to  form  an  adequate  judg- 
ment of  the  divine  economy.  Those  objections  were  eagerly 
embraced  and  as  petulantly  urged  by  the  vain  science  of  tlie 
Gnostics.^  As  those  heretics  were,  for  the  most  part,  averse 
to  the  pleasures  of  sense,  they  morosely  arraigned  the  polyg- 
amy of  the  patriarchs,  the  gallantries  of  David,  and  the 
seraglio  of  Solomon.  The  conquest  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  and 
the  extirpation  of  the  unsuspecting  natives,  they  were  at  a  loss 
how  to  reconcile  with  the  common  notions  of  humanity  and 
i9tice.*  But  when  they  recollected  the  sanguinary  list  of 
fflurders,  of  executions,  and  of  massacres,  which  stain  almost 
every  page  of  the  Jewish  annals,  they  acknowledged  that  tlie 
oarbarians  of  Palestine  had  exercised  as  much  compassion 
towards  their  idolatrous  enemies,  as  they  had  ever  shown  Ic 
their  friends  or  countrymen.^     Passing  from  the  sectaries  of 


of  JSthiopia,  and  Dissertations  de  La  Grand  sur  la  KelatLon  du  P 
Lobo.)  The  eunuch  of  the  queen  Candace  might  suggest  some  sus- 
picions ;  but  as  we  are  assured  (Socrates,  i.  19.  Sozomen,  iL  24. 
Ludolphus,  p.  281)  that  the  Ethiopians  were  not  converted  til}  tht 
fourth  century,  it  is  more  reasonable  to  believe  that  they  respected 
the  sabbath,  and  distinguished  the  forbidden  meats,  in  imitation  of 
the  Jews,  who,  in  a  very  early  period,  were  seated  on  both  sides  of 
the  Ked  Sea.  Circumcision  had  been  practised  by  the  most  ancient 
^Ethiopians,  from,  motives  of  health  and  cleanliness,  which  seem  tc 
6e  explained  in  the  Recherches  Philosophiques  sur  les  Americains, 
£om.  ii.  p.  117. 

"  Beausobre,  Histoire  du  Manicheisme,  1.  i.  c.  3,  has  stated  theii 
directions,  particularlv  those  of  Faustus,  the  adversarv  of  Augustm, 
«rith  the  most  learned  impartiality. 

"  Apud  ipsos  fides  obstinata,  misericordia  in  prompt6 :  adversvi 
npnea  alios  hostile  odium.  Tacit  Hist.  v.  4.    Surely  Taoitus  lout  sees 


•  On  the  "  wkt  law  *'  of  the  Jews,  see  Hiit.  of  Jews,  i.  1S7.  —  M 
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:he  law  to  the  law  itself,  they  asserted  that  it  was  impo88ibl« 
that  a  religion  which  consisted  only  of  bloody  sacrifices  and 
trifling  ceremonies,  and  whose  rewards  as  well  as  punishments 
ivere  all  of  a  carnal  and  temporal  nature,  could  inspire  the 
love  of  virtue,  or  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  passion.  The 
Mosiac  account  of  the  creation  and  fall  of  man  was  treated 
Mrith  profane  derision  by  the  Gnostics,  who  would  not  listen 
with  patience  to  the  repose  of  the  Deity  after  six  days'  labor, 
to  the  rib  of  Adam,  the  garden  of  Eden,  the  trees  of  iife  and 
of  knowledge,  the  speaking  serpent,  the  forbidden  fruit,  and 
the  condemnation  pronounced  against  human  kind  for  the 
venial  offence  of  their  first  progenitors.^^  The  God  of  Israel 
was  impiously  represented  by  the  Gnostics  as  a  being  liable  to 
passion  and  to  error,  capricious  in  his  favor,  implacable  in  his 
resentment,  meanly  jealous  of  his  superstitious  worship,  and 
confining  his  partial  providence  to  a  single  people,  and  to  this 
transitory  life.  In  such  a  character  they  could  discover  none 
of  the  features  of  the  wise  and  omnipotent  Father  of  the 
universe.®  They  allowed  that  the  religion  of  the  Jews  was 
somewhat  less  criminal  than  the  idolatry  of  the  Gentiles ;  but 
it  was  their  fundamental  doctrine,  that  the  Christ  whom  they 
adored  as  the  first  and  brightest  emanation  of  the  Deity  ap- 
peared upon  earth  to  rescue  mankind  from  their  various  errors, 

the  Jews  with  too  favorable  an  eye.*-  The  perusal  of  Josephus  must 
have  destroyed  the  antithesis. 

**  Dr.  Burnet  (Archseologia,  L  ii.  c.  7)  has  discussed- the  first 
chapters  of  Genesis  with  too  much  wit  and  freedom,  f 

**  The  milder  Gnostics  considered  Jehovah,  the  Creator,  as  a  Being 
of  a  mixed  nature  between  God  and  the  D»mon.  Others  confounded 
him  with  the  evil  principle.  Consult  the  second  century  of  the  gen- 
eral history  of  Mosheim,  which  gives  a  very  distinct,  though  concise, 
account  of  their  strange  opinions  on  this  subject. 


*  Few  writers  have  suspected  Tacitus  of  partiality  towards  the  Jews. 
The  whole  later  history  of  the  Jews  illustrates  as  well  their  strong  feelinga 
of  humanity  to  their  brethren,  as  their  hostility  to  the  rest  of  mankind. 
The  character  and  the  position  of  Josephus  with  the  Roman  authorities, 
must  be  kept  in  mind  during  the  perusal  of  his  History.  Perhaps  he  has 
not  exag^^erated  the  ferocity  and  fanaticism  of  the  Jews  at  that  time;  but 
insurrectionary  warfare  is  not  the  best  school  for  the  humaner  virtues,  and 
much  must  be  allowed  for  the  grinding  tyranny  of  the  later  Roman  gov 
emors.    See  Hist,  of  Jews,  ii.  254.  —  M. 

t  Dr.  Burnet  apologized  for  the  levity  with  which  he  had  conducted 
tome  of  his  arguments,  by  the  excuse  that  he  wrote  in  a  learned  language 
tor  scholars  alone,  not  for  the  vulgar.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  lis 
success  in  tracing  an  Eastern  allegory  in  the  first  chapters  of  Genesis,  Hit 
»ther  works  prore  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  genius  '^d  of  ■mccr* 
eietv  — M. 

s 
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and  lo  reveal  a  new  system  of  truth  and  perfection.  Themoti 
learned  of  the  fathers,  by  a  very  singular  condnscension,  have 
imprudently  admitted  the  sophistry  of  the  Gnostics.*  Acknowl- 
edging that  the  literal  sense  is  repugnant  to  every  principle 
of  faith  as  well  as  reason,  they  deem  themselves  secure  and 
invulnerable  behind  the  ample  veil  of  allegory,  which  they 
carefully  spread  over  every  tender  part  of  the  Mosaic  disp«B« 
sation.^^ 

It  has  been  remarked  with  more  ingenuity  than  truth,  that 
the  virgin  purity  of  the  church  was  never  violated  by  schism 
or  heresy  before  the  reign  of  Trajan  or  Hadrian,  about  one 
hundred  years  after  the  death  of  Christ.3i  We  may  observe 
with  much  more  propriety,  that,  during  that  period,  the  dis 
ciples  of  the  Messiah  were  indulged  in  a  freer  latitude,  both 
of  faith  and  practice,  than  has  ever  been  allowed  in  succeeding 
ages.  As  the  terms  of  communion  were  insensibly  narrowed, 
and  the  spiritual  authority  of  the  prevailing  party  was  exercised 
with  increasing  severity,  many  of  its  most  respectable  ad- 
herents, who  were  called  upon  to  renounce,  were  provoked  to 
assert  their  private  opinions,  to  pursue  the  consequences  of  theii 
mistaken  principles,  and  openly  to  erect  the  standard  of  rebellion 
against  the  unity  of  the  church.  The  Gnostics  were  distinguished 
as  the  most  polite,  the  most  learned,  and  the  most  wealthy  of  the 
Christian  name  ;  and  that  general  appellation,  which  expressed 
a  superiority  of  knowledge,  w^s  either  assumed  by  their  own 
pride,  or  ironically  bestowed  by  the  envy  of  their  adversaries. 
They  were  almost  without  exception  of  the  race  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  their  principal  founders  seem  to  have  >een  natives 


*°  See  Beaiisobre,  Hist,  du  Manicheisme,  1.  i.  o.  4.    Origen  and  St. 
ugustin  were  an 

*'  Hegeaippus, 
Siromac.  vii.  17.t 


Augustin  were  among  the  allegoriats. 
••  Hegeaippus,  ap.  Euseb.  1.  iii.  32,  iv.  22      ( lemens   Alexandrin- 


*  The  Gnostics,  and  the  historian  who  has  stated  these  plausible  objec- 
uons  with  so  much  force  as  almost  to  make  them  hi.s  own,  would  have 
»hown  a  more  considerate  and  not  less  reasonable  philcsophy,  if  thej  had 
considered  the  religion  of  Moses  with  reference  to  the  age  in  which  it  was 
promulgated  ;  if  they  la  \d  done  justice  to  its  sublime  as  well  as  its  more 
imperfect  ^ews  of  the  divine  nature ;  the  humane  and  civilizing  proTisiona 
of  the  Heorew  law,  as  well  as  those  adapted  for  an  infant  and  oarbarous 
people.    See  Hist,  of  Jews,  i.  36,  37,  &c.  —  M. 

t  The  assertion  of  Hegesippus  is  not  so  positive :  it  is  sufficient  to  read 
ihe  whole  passage  in  Eusebius,  to  see  that  the  former  part  is  modified  by 
the  latter.  Hegesippus  ad  is,  that  up  to  this  perioa  the  churc\  had 
remained  pure  and  immaculate  as  a  virgin.  Those  who  labored  tw  corrupf 
<!hc  doctrines  of  the  gospel  worked  as  yet  in  obscurity.  —  G 
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of  Syria  or  Kgypt,  where  the  wanr.th  of  the  climate  dispofles 
both  the  m.nd  and  the  body  to  indolent  and  contemplative 
devotion  The  Gnostics  blended  with  the  faith  of  Christ 
many  sublime  but  obscjre  tenets,  which  they  derived  from 
oriental  philosophy,  and  even  from  the  religion  of  Zoroastei, 
concerning  the  eternity  of  matter,  the  existence  of  two  prin- 
ciples, and  the  mysterious  hierarchy  of  the  invisible  world.*' 
As  soon  as  they  launched  out  into  that  vast  abyss,  they  delivered 
themselves  to  the  guidance  of  a  disordered  imagination ;  and 
as  the  paths  of  error  are  various  and  infinite,  the  Gnostics 
were  imnerceptibly  divided  into  more  than  fifty  particular 
sectfl,33  of  whom  the  most  celebrated  appear  to  have  been  the 
Basilidians,  the  Valentinians,  the  Marcionites,  and,  in  a  still 
later  period,  the  Manichseans.  Each  of  these  sects  could 
boast  of  its  bishops  and  congregations,  of  its  doctors  and 
martyrs ;  ^  and,  instead  of  the  Four  Gospels  adopted  by  the 
church,f  the  heretics  produced  a  multitude  of  histories,  in 
which  the  actions  and  discourses  of  Christ  and  of  his  apostles 
were  adapted  to  their  respective  tenets.^     The  success  of  the 

"  In  the  account  of  the  Gnostics  of  the  second  and  third  centaries, 
Mosheim  is  ingenious  and  candid ;  Le  Clero  dull,  but  exact ;  Beauso- 
bre  almost  always  an  apologist ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  the 
primitive  fathers  are  very  frequently  calumniators.* 

"  Sec  the  catalogues  of  Irenseus  and  Epipliauius.  It  must  indeed 
be  allowed,  that  those  writers  were  inclined  to  multiply  the  number 
of  sects  which  opposed  the  unity  of  the  church. 

^  Busebius,  1.  iv.  c.  15.  Sozomen,  1.  ii.  c.  32.  See  in  Bayle,  in  the 
article  of  Marcion,  a  curious  detail  of  a  dispute  on  that  subject.  It 
shoidd  seem  that  some  of  the  Gnostics  (the  Basilidians)  declined,  and 
even  refused,  the  honor  of  Martyi'dom.  Their  reasons  were  singular 
and  abstruse.     See  Mosheim,  p.  639. 

^  See  a  very  remarkable  passage  of  Origen,  (Pro An.  ad  Lucam.) 
That  indefatigable  writer,  who  had  consumed  his  life  in  the  study  of 
the  Scriptures,  relies  for  their  authenticity  on  the  inspired  authority 
of  the  church.  It  was  impossible  that  the  Gnostics  could  receive  oui 
present  Gospels,  many  parts  of  which  (particularly  in  the  resurrection 
of  Christ)  are  directly,  and  as  it  might  seem  designedly,  pointed 
ihgainst  their  favorite  tenets.  It  is  therefore  somewhat  singular  that 
Ignatius  (Epist.  ad  Smyrn.  Patr.  Apostol.  tom.  ii.  p.  34)  should 
ehoose  to  employ  a  vague  and  doubtful  tradition,  instead  of  quoting 
the  certain  testimony  of  the  evangelists.^ 


*  rhe  Histoire  du  Gnoaticisme  of  M.  Matter  is  at  once  the  faireit  and 
•lost  complete  account  of  these  sects.  —  M. 

t  M  Hahn  has  restored  the  Marcionite  Gospel  with  great  ingenuity 
Hi«  work  is  reprinted  In  Thilo.  Codex.  Apoc.  Nov.  Test.  ▼ol.  i.  —  M. 

I  Bishop  Psaraon  has  attempted  very  happily  to  explain  this  "  tu^pi 
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Gnostics  was  rapid  and  extensive.^*  They  covered  Asia  and 
Cgypt,  established  themselves  in  Rome,  and  sometimes  pene- 
trated into  the  provinces  of  the  West.  For  the  most  part  they 
arose  in  the  second  century,  flourished  during  the  third,  and 
were  suppressed  in  the  fourth  or  fifth,  by  the  prevaJence  of 
more  fashionable  controversies,  and  by  the  superior  ascend- 
ant of  the  reigning  power.  Though  they  constantly  disturbed 
the  peace,  and  frequently  disgraced  the  name,  of  religion 
they  contributed  to  assist  rather  than  to  retard  the  progress  of 
Christianity.  The  Gentile  converts,  whose  strongest  objections 
and  prejudices  were  directed  against  the  law  of  Moses,  could 
find  admission  into  many  Christian  societies,  which  required 
not  from  their  untutored  mind  any  belief  of  an  antecedent 
revelation.  Their  faith  was  insensibly  fortified  and  enlarged, 
and  the  church  was  ultimately  benefited  by  the  conquests  of 
its  most  inveterate  enemies.37 

But  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  subsist  between 
the  Orthodox,  the  Ebionites,  and  the  Gnostics,  concerning  the 
divinity  or  the  obligation  of  the  Mosiac  law,  they  were  all 
equally  animated  by  the  same  exclusive  zeal  ;  and  by  the 
same  abhorrence  for  idolatry,  which  had  distinguished  the 
Jews  from  the  other  nations  of  the  ancient  world.  The  phi- 
losopher, who  considered  the  system  of  polytheism  as  a  com- 
position of  human  fraud  and  error,  could  disguise  a  smile  of 
contempt  under  the  mask  of  devotion,  without  apprehending 
that  either  the  mockery,  or  the  compliance,  would  expose  him 
to  the  resentment  of  any  invisible,  or,  as  he  conceived  them 
imaginary  powers.  But  the  established  religions  of  Paganism 
were  seen  by  the  primitive  Christians  in  a  much  more  odious 

^  Faciunt  fkvos  et  ycspse ;  faciunt  ecclesias  et  Mardonitse,  is  the 
strong  expression  of  TertuUian,  which  I  am  obliged  to  quote  from 
memory.  In  the  time  of  Epiphanius  (advers.  Hsereses,  p.  302)  the 
Marcionites  were  very  numerous  in  Italy,  Syria,  Egypt,  Arabic^  and 
Persia. 

'^  Augustin  is  a  memorable  instance  of  this  gradual  progress  from 
reason  to  faith.  He  was,  during  several  years,  engaged  in  the  Mani* 
thsean  sect. 


larity."  The  first  Christians  were  acquainted  with  a  number  of  sayings  ot 
Jesus  Christ,  which  are  not  related  in  our  Gtospels,  and  indeed  have  nevex 
oeen  written.  Why  might  not  St.  Iffnatius,  who  had  lived  with  the  apos- 
tles or  their  disciplds,  repeat  in  ower  words  that  which  St.  Luke  has 
related,  particularly  at  a  time  when,  being  in  prison,  he  could  have  the 
Gospels  at  hand  ?  Pearson,  Yind.  Igv.  pp.  2,  9 ;  p.  396,  ih,  torn.  ii.  Patret 
Apost.  ed.  Coteler.  —  G 
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And  formidable  light,    it  was  the  universal  sentiment  both  of  the 
church  and  of  heretics,  that  the  daemons  were  the  autliors,  the 
patrons,  and  the  objects  of  idolatry.^^     Those  rebellious  spirit8 
who  had  been  degraded  from  the  rank  of  angels,  and  cast 
down  into  the  infernal  pit,  were  still  permitted  to  roam  upon 
earth,  to  torment  the  bodies,  and  to  seduce  the  minds,  of 
sinful  men.     The  daemons  soon  discovered  and  abused  lh<' 
natural  propensity  of  the  human  heart  towards  devotion,  and 
artfully  withdrawing  the  adoration  of  mankind  from  their  Crea 
tor,  they  usurped  the  place  and  honors  of  the  Supreme  Deity 
By  the  success  of  their  malicious  contrivances,  they  at  oner 
gratified  their  own  vanity  and  revenge,  and  obtained  the  only 
comfort  of  which    they  were  yet  susceptible,  the  hope  of 
involving  the  human  species  in  the  participation  of  their  guilt 
and  misery.     It  was  confessed,  or  at  least  it  was  imaguied, 
that  they  had  distributed  among  themselves  the  most  impor- 
tant characters  of  polytheism,  one  daemon  assuming  the  name 
and  attributes  of  Jupiter,  another  of  iEsculapius,  a  third  oi' 
Venus,  and  a  fourth  perhaps  of  Apollo ;  ^9  and  that,  by  the 
advantage  of  their  long  experience  and  aerial  nature,  they 
were  enabled  to  execute,  with  sufficient  skill  and  dignity,  the 
parts  which  they  nad  undertaken.     They  lurked  in  the  tem- 
ples, instituted  festivals  and  sacrifices,  invented  fables,  pro- 
nounced  oracles,  and   were   frequently  allowed  to   perform 
miracles.     The  Christians,  who,  by  the  interposition  of  evil 
spirits,  could  so  readily  explain  every  praeternatural  appear- 
ance, were  disposed  and  even  desirpus  to  admit  the  most 
extravagant  fictions  of  the  Pagan  mythology.     But  the  belief 
of  the  Christian  was  accompanied  with   horror.     The  most 
trifling  mark  of  respect  to  the  national  worship  he  considered 
as  a  direct  homage  yielded  to  the  daemon,  and  as  an  act  of 
rebellion  against  the  majssty  of  God. 

In  consequence  of  this  opinion,  it  was  the  first  but  arduous 
duty  of  a  Christian  to  preserve  himself  pure  and  undefiled  by 
the  practice  of  idolatry.  The  religion  of  the  nations  was  noi 
merely  a  speculative  doctrine  professec^  in  the  schools  oi 
preached  in  the  temples.     The  innumerable  deities  and  ritei 

^  The  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  pnmitive  church  is  very  clearl; 
sxplained  by  Justin  Martyr,  Apolog.  Major,  by  Athenagoras,  Legat 
e.  22,  &c.,  and  by  Lactantius,  Listitut.  Divin.  ii.  14 — 19. 

"*  Tertullian  (Apolog.  c.  23)  alleges  the  confession  of  the  dsBmon 
themselves  as  often  as  they  wore  tormented  by  the  Christian  exorcists 
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of  polytheism  were  closely  interwoven  with  every  cireum 
Htance  of  business  or  pleasure,  of  public  or  of  private  life 
and  it  seemed  impossible  to  escape  the  observance  :f  them 
without,  at  the  same  time,  renouncing  the  commerce  A  man 
kind,  and  all  the  offices  and  amusements  of  society .^^  The 
important  transactions  of  peace  and  war  were  prepared  of 
concluded  by  solemn  sacrifices,  in  which  the  magistrate,  the 
senator,  and  the  soldier,  were  obliged  to  preside  or  to  partici- 
pate.^^ The  public  spectacles  were  an  essential  part  of  the 
cheerful  devotion  of  the  Pagans,  and  the  gods  were  supposed 
to  accept,  as  the  most  grateful  offering,  the  games  that  the 
prince  and  people  celebrated  in  honor  of  their  peculiar  fes- 
tivals.^* The  Christian,  who  with  pious  horror  avoided  the 
abomination  of  the  circus  or  the  theatre,  found  himself  encom- 
passed with  infernal  snares  in  every  convivial  entertainment 
as  often  as  his  friends,  invoking  the  hospitable  deities,  poured 
out  libations  to  each  other's  happiness.*^  When  the  bride, 
struggling  with  well -affected  reluctance,  was  forced  in  hyme- 
naeal  pomp  over  the  threshold  of  her  new  habitation,^  or 
when  the  sad  procession  of  the  dead  slowly  moved  towards 
the  funeral  pile ;  ^^  the  Christian,  on  these  interesting  occa* 


^  Tertullian  has  written  a  most  severe  treatise  against  idolatry,  to 
caution  his  brethren  against  the  hourly  danger  of  incurring  that  guilt. 
Recogita  sylvam,  et  quantse  latitant  spinse.    De  Coron^  Militis,  c.  10 

^'  The  Roman  senate  was  always  held  in  a  temple  or  consecrated 
place.  (Aulus  GeUius,  xiv.  7.)  Before  they  entered  on  business,  every 
senator  dropped  some  wine  and  frankincense  on  the  altar.  Sueton.  in 
August.  C:  35. 

"  See  Tertullian,  De  Spectaculis.  This  severe  reformer  shows  nc 
more  indulgence  to  a  tragedy  of  Euripides,  than  to  a  combat  of  gladi- 
ators. The  dress  of  the  actors  particularly  offends  him.  By  the  use 
of  the  lofty  buskin,  they  impiously  strive  to  add  a  cubit  to  their 
stature,  c.  23. 

^  The  ancient  practice  of  concluding  the  entertainment  with  liba- 
tions, may  be  found  in  every  classic.  iSocrates  and  Seneca,  in  their 
ast  moments,  made  a  noble  application  of  this  custom.  Postquam 
iftagnum  oalidie  aquse  introiit,  respergens  proximos  servorum,  additA 
voce,  libare  se  liquorem  illiun  Jovi  Llberatori.    Tacit.  Annal.  xv.  64. 

^  See  the  elegant  but  idolatrous  hymn  of  Catidlus,  on  the  nuptialt 
oi  Manlius  and  Julia.  O  Hymen,  Hymensee  Id  I  Quis  huic  Deo 
compararier  ausit  ? 

^  The  ancient  funerals  (in  those  of  Misentu  and  Pallas)  are  no  leas 
accurately  described  by  Virgil,  than  they  are  illustrat^d  by  his  com- 
mentator Servius.  The  pile  itself  was  an  altar,  the  flames  were  fed 
with  the  blood  of  victims,  and  all  the  assistants  were  sprinkled  witb 
histral  water. 


OF   THB   BOMAN    EMPIRB.  fiCK 

lions,  was  compelled  to  desert  the  persons  who  wert  the  dea^ 
Q«t  to  him,  rather  than  contract  the  guilt  inherent  to  those  ini- 
pious  ceremonies.  Every  art  and  every  trade  that  was  in  the 
*east  concerned  in  the  framing  or  adorning  of  idols  was  pol- 
luted hy  the  stain  of  idolatry ;  ^  a  severe  sentence,  since  it 
devoted  to  eternal  misery  the  far  greater  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, which  is  employed  in  the  exercise  of  liberal  or  mechanic 
professions.  If  we  cast  our  eyes  over  the  numerous  remains 
of  antiquity,  we  shall  perceive,  that  besides  the  immediate 
representations  of  the  gods,  and  the  holy  instruments  of  their 
nrorship,  the  elegant  forms  and  agreeable  fictions  consecratea 
by  the  imagination  of  the  GreeKs,  were  introduced  as  the 
richest  ornaments  of  the  houses,  the  dress,  and  the  furniture 
of  the  Pagans.^'''  Even  the  arts  of  music  and  painting,  of  elo- 
quence and  poetry,  flowed  from  the  same  impure  origin.  In 
the  style  of  the  fathers,  Apollo  and  the  Muses  were  the  organs 
of  the  infernal  spirit ;  Homer  and  Virgil  were  the  most  emi* 
nent  of  his  servants ;  and  the  beautiful  mythology  which  per 
vades  and  animates  the  compositions  of  their  genius,  is  des« 
tlned  to  celebrate  the  glory  of  the  daemons.  Even  the  com 
mon  language  of  Greece  and  Rome  abounded  with  familiar 
but  impious  expressions,  which  the  imprudent  Christian  might 
too  carelessly  utter,  or  too  patiently  hear.^ 

The  dangerous  temptations  which  on  every  side  lurked  in 
ambush  to  surprise  the  unguarded  believer,  assailed  him  with 
redoubled  violence  on  the  days  of  solemn  festivals.     So  art 
fully  were  they  framed  and  disposed  throughout  the  year,  that 
superstition  always  wore  the  appearance  of  pleasure,  and 

^  Tertullian  de  Idololatria,  o.  11.* 

*"*  See  every  part  of  Montfaucon's  Antiquities.  Even  the  reversen 
of  the  Greek  and  Roman  coins  were  frequently  of  an  idolatrouf 
nature.  Here  indeed  the  scruples  of  the  Christian  were  suspended 
oy  a  stronger  pa88ion.t 

^  Tertullian  de  Idololatria,  c.  20,  21.  22.  If  a  Pagan  friend  (on 
the  occasion  perhaps  of  sneezing)  used  the  fEuniliar  expression  of 
*«  Jupiter  bless  you,"  the  Christian  was  obl^^ed  to  protest  against  the 
Urinity  of  Jupiter. 

*  The  exaggerated  and  declamatory  opinions  of  Tertullian  ought  not 
0  be  taken  as  the  general  sentunent  of  the  early  Christians.  Gibbon  hai 
'4>o  often  allowed  himself  to  consider  the  peculiar  notions  of  certain 
Pathen  of  the  Church  as  ioherent  in  Christianity.  This  is  not  accurate. 
-Q. 

t  All  this  scrupulous  nicety  is  at  variance  with  the  decision  of  St.  PaxJ 
»boat  meat  offered  to  idols.  1  Cor.  x.  21 — 32.  —  M. 
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often  of  virtue  ^  Some  of  the  most  sacred  festivals  in  the 
Roman  ritual  were  destined  to  salute  the  new  calends  of  Jan- 
jary  with  vows  of  public  and  private  felicity ;  to  indulge  the 
pious  remembrince  of  the  dead  and  living ;  to  ascertain  the 
inviolable  bounds  of  property ;  to  hail,  on  the  return  of  spring 
the  genial  powers  of  fecundity  ;  to  perpetuate  the  two  mem- 
orable aeras  of  Rome,  the  foundation  of  the  city  and  that  of 
the  republic  ;  and  to  restore,  during  the  humane  license  of 
ihe  Saturnalia,  the  primitive  equality  of  mankind.  Some  idea 
may  be  conceived  of  the  abhorrence  of  the  Christians  for 
such  impious  ceremonies,  by  the  scrupulous  delicacy  which 
they  displayed  on  a  much  less  alarming  occasion.  On  days 
of  general  festivity,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  ancients  to  adorn 
their  doors  with  lamps  and  with  branches  of  laurel,  and  to 
crown  their  heads  with  a  garland  of  flowers.  This  innocent 
and  elegant  practice  might  perhaps  have  been  tolerated  as  a 
mere  civil  institution.  But  it  most  unluckily  happened  that 
the  doors  were  under  the  protection  of  the  household  gods, 
that  the  laurel  was  sacred  to  the  lover  of  Daphne,  and  that 
garlands  of  flowers,  though  frequently  worn  as  a  symbol  either 
of  joy  or  mourning,  had  been  dedicated  in  their  first  origin  to 
the  service  of  superstition.  The  trembling  Christians,  who 
were  persuaded  in  this  instance  to  comply  with  the  fashion  of 
their  country,  and  the  commands  of  the  magistrate,  labored 
under  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions,  from  the  reproaches  of 
their  own  conscience,  the  censures  of  the  church,  and  the 
denunciations  of  divine  vengeance.*® 

^  Consult  the  most  labored  work  of  Ot't'T  ^.;q  imperfect  Fcati,  He 
dnished  no  more  than  the  iirst  six  montiio  i .  .ne  year.  The  compila- 
tion of  Macrobius  is  called  the  ScUumalia,  but  it  is  only  a  small  part 
of  the  first  book  that  bears  any  relation  to  the  title. 

^  Turtullian  has  composed  a  defence,  or  rather  panegyric,  of  the 
rash  action  of  a  Christian  soldier,  who,  by  throwing  away  his  crown 
of  laurel,  had  exposed  himself  and  his  brethren  to  the  most  imminent 
danger.*  By  the  mention  of  the  emperors,  (Severus  and  Caracalla») 
it  is  evident,  notwithstanding  the  wishes  of  M.  de  Tillemont,  that 
Tertullian  composed  his  treatise  De  CoronA  long  before  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  errors  of  the  Montanists.  See  M^moires  Ecclesiastique* 
torn*  ill.  p.  384.t 

*  The  soldier  did  not  tear  off  his  crown  to  throw  it  down  with  contempt , 
ne  did  not  even  throw  it  away ;  he  held  it  in  his  hand,  while  others  wor« 
It  on  their  heads.     Solus  libero  capite,  ornamento  in  manu  otiose.  —  O. 

t  Tertullian  does  not  expressly  name  the  two  emperors,  Sererus  and 
Caraealla  :  he  speaks  onW  of  two  emDerors.  and  o^  •  long  peace  wtiioh  th« 
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Such  was  the  anxious  diligence  which  was  requii^  tc 
guard  tie  chastity  of  the  gospel  from  the  infectious  breath  of 
idolatry.  The  superstitious  observances  of  public  or  private 
rites  were  carelessly  practised,  from  education  and  habit,  by 
the  followers  of  the  established  religion.  But  as  often  as  they 
occurred,  they  afforded  the  Christians  an  opportunity  of  de- 
claring and  confirming  their  zealous  opposition.  By  these 
frequent  protestations  their  attachment  to  the  faith  was  contin- 
ually fortified  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  zeal,  they 
combated  with  the  more  ardor  and  success  in  the  holy  war^ 
which  they  had  undertaken  against  the  empire  of  the  demons. 

n.  The  writings  of  Cicero  ^*  represent  in  the  most  lively 
colors  the  ignorance,  the  errors,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
ancient  philosophers  with  regard  to  the  immortality  of  the 
soul.  When  they  are  desirous  of  arming  their  disciples 
against  the  fear  of  death,  they  inculcate,  as  an  obvious 
though  melancholy  position,  that  the  fatal  stroke  of  our  disso- 
lution releases  us  from  the  calamities  of  life ;  and  that  those 
can  no  longer  suffer,  who  no  longer  exist.  Yet  there  were  a 
few  sages  of  Greece  and  Rome  who  had  conceived  a  more 
exalted,  and,  in  some  respects,  a  juster  idea  of  human  nature, 
4hough  it  must  be  confessed,  that  in  the  sublime  inquiry,  their 
reason  had  been  of^en  guided  by  their  imagination,  and  that 
their  imagination  had  been  prompted  by  their  vanity.  When 
they  viewed  with  complacency  the  extent  of  their  own  mental 
powers,  when  they  exercised  the  various  faculties  of  memory, 
of  fancy,  and  of  judgment,  in  the  most  profound  speculations, 
or  the  most  important  labors,  and  when  they  reflected  on  the 
desire  of  fame,  which  transported  them  into  future  ages,  far 
oeyond    the  bounds  of  death  and  of  the  grave,   they  were 

**  In  particular,  the  first  book  of  the  Tusculan  Questions,  and  the 
treatise  De  Senectute,  and  the  Somnium  Scipionis,  contain,  in  the 
aiost  oeautiful  language,  every  thing  that  Grecian  philosophy,  cir 
Eioman  good  sense,  could  possibly  suggest  on  this  dark  but  important 
object. 

church  had  enjoyed.  It  is  generallv  agreed  that  TertuUian  became  a 
Montanist  about  the  year  200  :  his  work,  de  Corona  Militis,  appears  to  haye 
been  written,  at  the  earliest,  about  the  year  202  before  the  persecution  of 
Seyerus :  it  may  be  maintainei,  then,  that  it  is  subsequent  to  the  Monta< 
nism  of  the  author.  See  Mosheim,  Diss,  de  Apol.  Tertull.  p.  53.  Biblioth 
rais.  Amsterd.  torn.  x.  part  ii.  p.  292.     Cave's  Hist.  Lit.  p.  92,  93.  —  G. 

The  st%te  of  Ter^.uJian'8  opinions  at  the  particular  period  is  almost  ed 
^dle  question.  " Tie  fiery  African  '*  is  not  at  any  time  to  be  considered  n 
<tir  reprc8entatiye  of  Chnstianity.  —  M. 
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unwilling  to  confound  themselves  with  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
or  to  suppose  that  a  being,  for  whose  dignity  they  entertained 
the  most  sincere  admiration,  could  be  limited  to  a  spot  of 
earth,  and  to  a  few  years  of  duration.  With  this  favorable  pre- 
possession they  summoned  to  their  aid  the  science,  or  rather 
the  language,  of  Metaphysics.  They  soon  discovered,  that  as 
none  of  the  properties  of  matter  will  apply  to  the  operations 
of  the  mind,  the  human  soul  must  consequently  be  a  substance 
distinct  from  the  body,  pure,  simple,  and  spiritual,  incapable  of 
dissolution,  and  susceptible  of  a  much  higher  degree  of  virtue 
and  happmess  alter  the  release  from  its  corporeal  prison. 
From  these  specious  and  noble  principles,  the  philosophera 
who  trod  in  the  footsteps  of  Plato  deduced  a  very  unjustifia- 
ble conclusion,  since  they  asserted,  not  only  the  future  immor- 
tality, but  the  past  eternity,  of  the  human  soul,  which  they 
were  too  apt  to  consider  as  a  portion  of  the  infinite  and  self- 
existing  spirit,  which  pervades  and  sustains  the  universe.*^  A 
doctrine  thus  removed  beyond  the  senses  and  the  experience 
of  mankind,  might  serve  to  amuse  the  leisure  of  a  philosophic 
mind ;  or,  in  the  silence  of  solitude,  it  might  sometimes 
impart  a  ray  of  comfort  to  desponding  virtue  ;  but  the  faint 
impression  which  had  been  received  in  the  schools,  was  soon 
obliterated  by  the  commerce  and  business  of  active  life.  We 
are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  eminent  persons  who 
flourished  in  the  age  of  Cicero,  and  of  the  first  Ceesars,  with 
their  actions,  their  characters,  and  their  motives,  to  be  assured 
that  their  conduct  in  this  life  was  never  regulated  by  any 
serious  conviction  of  the  rewards  or  punishments  of  a  future 
state.  At  the  bar  and  in  the  senate  of  Rome  the  ablest  ora* 
.ors  were  not  apprehensive  of  giving  offence  to  their  hearers, 
by  exposing  that  doctrine  as  an  idle  and  extravagant  opinion, 
which  was  rejected  with  contempt  by  every  man  of  a  liberal 
education  and  understanding.^ 

Since  therefore  the  most  sublime  efforts  of  philosophy  can 
crtend  no  further  than  feebly  to  point  out  the  desire,  the  hope, 


*'  The  prefixistence  of  human  souls,  so  fiir  at  least  as  that  doctrine 
li  compatible  with  religion,  was  adopted  by  many  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  fathers.    See  Beausobre,  Hist,  du  Manicheisme,  1.  vL  c.  4. 

**  See  (Cicero  pro  Cluent.  c.  61.    Caesar  ap.  SaUust.  de  Bell.  Catilin 
i.  60.    J\  ^entL  Satir.  ii.  149. 

Eaat  atlquld  manet,  ei  mibtemuiea  rn^na. 
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or,  at  most,  the  probability,  of  a  future  state,  there  m  nothuiii;, 
except  a  divine  revelation,  that  can  ascertain  the  existence 
and  describe  the  condition,  of  the  invisible  country  which  ia 
destined  to  receive  the  souls  of  men  after  their  separation  from 
the  body  But  we  may  perceive  several  defects  inherent  to  the 
popular  religions  of  Greece  and  Rome,  which  rendered  t3iem 
very  unequal  to  so  arduous  a  task,  1.  The  general  system  of 
their  mythology  was  unsupported  by  any  solid  proofs ;  and  the 
wisest  among  the  Pagans  had  already  disclaimed  its  usurped 
authority.  2.  The  description  of  the  infernal  regions  had 
been  abandoned  to  the  fancy  of  painters  and  of  poets,  who 
peopled  them  with  so  many  phantoms  and  monsters,  who  dis- 
pensed their  rewards  and  punishments  with  so  little  equity, 
Jiat  a  solemn  truth,  the  most  congenial  to  the  human  heart, 
was  oppressed  and  disgraced  by  the  absurd  mixture  of  the 
wildest  fictions.**  3.  The  doctrine  of  a  future  state  was 
scarcely  considered  among  the  devout  polytheists  of  Greece 
and  Rome  as  a  fundamental  article  of  faith.  The  providence 
of  the  gods,  as  it  related  to  public  communities  rather  than  to 
private  individuals,  was  principally  displayed  on  the  visible 
theatre  of  the  present  world.  The  petitions  which  were 
offered  on  the  altars  of  Jupiter  or  Apollo,  expressed  the  anx- 
ety  of  their  worshippers  for  temporal  happiness,  and  their 
Ignorance  or  indifference  concerning  a  future  life.*^  The  im- 
portant truth  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul  was  inculcated  with 
more  diligence,  as  well  as  success,  in  India,  in  Assyria,  in 
Egypt,  and  in  Graul ;  and  since  we  cannot  attribute  such  a 
difference  to  the  superior  knowledge  of  the  barbarians,  we 
must  ascribe  it  to  the  influence  of  an  established  priesthood, 
which  employed  the  motives  of  virtue  as  the  instrument  of 
ambition.** 


^  The  xith  book  of  the  Odyssey  gives  a  very  dreary  and  incoherent 
Account  of  the  infernal  shades.  Pindar  and  Virgil  have  embellished 
the  picture ;  but  even  tbose  poets,  though  more  correct  than  theii 
great  model,  are  guilty  of  very  strange  inconsistencies.  See  Bayle, 
Responses  aux  Questions  d'un  Provincial,  part  ill.  c.  22. 

^  See  the  xvith  epistle  of  the  first  book  of  Horace,  the  xuith  Satire 
of  Juvenal,  and  the  iid  Satire  of  Persius :  these  popular  discourses 
express  the  sentiment  and  language  of  the  multitude. 

"^  If  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  Gauls,  we  may  observe,  that  they 
tntnisted,  not  only  their  lives,  but  even  their  money,  to  the  security 
of  anotiber  world.  Yetus  iUe  mos  Gallorum  oocunit  (says  Valerius 
Mazimus,  1.  ii.  c.  6,  p.  10)  a  los,  memoria  proditiun  est,  pecuniai 
Tiutnas,  quie  his  apud  inferos  rcdderentur,  dan  solitos.    The  sams 
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We  might  natural.. y  expect  that  a  principle  so  etsential  tc 
religion^  would  have  oeen  revealed  in  the  clearest  terms  to  the 
chosen  people  of  Palestine,  and  that  it  might  safely  have  been 
intrusted  to  the  hereditary  priesthood  of  Aaron.  It  is  incum* 
bent  on  us  to  adore  the  mysterious  dispensations  of  Prori* 
dence,^''  when  we  discover  that  the  doctrine  of  the  immor* 

custom  is  more  darkly  insinuated  by  Mela,  1.  iii.  c.  2.  It  is  almost 
needless  to  add,  that  the  profits  of  trade  hold  a  just  proportion  to  the 
credit  of  the  merchant,  and  that  the  Druids  derived  from  their  holy 
profession  a  character  of  responsibility,  which  could  scarcely  be  olauneG 
by  any  other  order  of  men. 

^^  The  right  reverend  author  of  the  Divine  Legation  of  Moses 
assigns  a  very  curious  reason  for  the  omission,  and  most  ingeniously 
retorts  it  on  the  unbelievers.* 


*  The  hypothesis  of  Warbnrton  concerning  this  remarkable  fact,  which, 
as  far  as  the  Law  of  Moses,  is  unouestionable,  made  few  disciples;  and  it 
is  difEcult  to  suppose  that  it  could  be  intended  by  the  author  himself  for 
more  than  a  display  of  intellectual  strength.  Modern  writers  have  ac- 
counted in  various  ways  for  the  silence  of  the  Hebrew  legislator  on  the 
immortality  of  the  soul.  According  to  Michaelis,  "  Moses  wrote  as  an 
historian  and  as  a  lawgiver;  he  regulated  the  ecclesiastical  discipline, 
rather  than  the  religious  belief  of  his  people ;  and  the  sanctions  of  the 
law  being  temporal,  he  had  no  occasion,  and  as  a  civil  legislator  could  not 
with  propriety,  threaten  punishments  in  another  world.*'  See  Michaelis, 
Laws  of  Moses,  art.  272,  vol.  iv.  p.  209,  Eng.  Trans. ;  and  Syntagma  Com- 
mentationum,  p.  80,  quoted  by  Guizot.  M.  Guizot  adds,  the  *'  ingenious 
conjecture  of  a  philosophic  theologian,"  which  approximates  to  an  opinion 
long  entertained  by  the  Editor.  That  writer  believes,  that  in  the  state 
of  civilization  at  the  time  of  the  legislator,  this  doctrine,  become  popular 
among  the  Jews,  would  necessarily  have  given  birth  to  a  multitude  of 
idolatrous  superstitions  which  he  wished  to  prevent.  His  primary  object 
was  to  establish  a  firm  theocracy,  to  make  his  people  the  conservators  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Unity,  the  basis  upon  which  Christianity  was 
hereafter  to  rest.  He  carefully  excluded  every  thing  which  could  obscure 
or  weaken  that  doctrine.  Other  nations  had  strangely  abused  their  notions 
on  the  immortality  of  the  soul ;  Moses  wished  to  prevent  this  abuse :  hence 
he  forbade  the  Jews  from  consulting  necromancers,  (those  who  evoke  the 
spirits  of  the  dead.)  Deut.  xviii.  11.  Those  who  reflect  on  the  state  of 
the  Pagans  and  of  the  Jews,  and  on  the  facility  with  which  idolatry  crept 
m  on  every  side ,  will  not  be  astonished  that  Moses  has  not  developed  a 
doctrine  of  which  the  influence  might  be  more  pernicious  than  useful  to 
his  people.  Orat.  Fest.  deYits  Immort.  Spe.,  &c.,  auct.  Ph.  Alb.  Stapfer, 
p.  12,  13,  20.    Berne,  1787. 

Moses,  as  well  from  the  intimations  scattered  in  his  writings,  the  passag« 
relating  to  the  translation  of  Enoch,  (Gen.  v.  24,)  the  prohibition  of 
necromancy,  (Michaelis  believes  him  to  be  the  author  of  the  Book  of  Job, 
though  this  opinion  is  in  general  rejected ;  other  learned  writers  considei 
this  Book  to  be  coeval  With  and  known  to  Mrises,)  as  from  his  long  resi- 
dence in  Egypt,  and  his  acquaintance  with  Egyptian  wisdom,  could  not  be 
fnorant  of  the  doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  But  this  doctrine, 
popularly  known  among  the  Jews,  must  have  been  purely  Egvptian,  and 
IS  so,  intimately  connected  with  the  whole  religious  system  of  that  coun 
:r7     It  was  no  doubt  moulded  up  wi  ;h  the  tenet  of  the  transmigration  o^ 
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tality  of  the  soul  Ls  omitted  in  the  law  of  Moses ;  it  is  darklj 
insinuated  by  the  prophets  ;  and  during  the  long  period  which 
elapsed  between  the  Egyptian  and  the  Babylonian  servitudes, 
the  hopes  as  well  as  fears  of  the  Jews  appear  to  have  been 
confined  within  the  narrow  compass  of  the  present  life.*®  Af- 
ter C3nrus  had  permitted  the  exiled  nation  to  return  into  the 
promised  land,  and  af\er  Ezra  had  restored  the  ancient  records 
of  their  religion,  two  celebrated  sects,  the  Sadducees  and 
the  Pharisees,  insensibly  arose  at  Jerusalem. -^^  The  former, 
selected  from  the  more  opulent  and  distinguished  ranks  of 
society,  were  strictly  attached  to  the  literal  sense  of  the  Mosaic 
law,  and  they  piously  rejected  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  as 
an  opinion  that  received  no  countenance  from  the  divine  book, 
which  they  revered  as  the  only  rule  of  their  faith.  To  the 
authority  of  Scripture  the  Pharisees  added  that  of  tradition,  and 
they  accepted,  under  the  name  of  traditions,  several  specula- 
live  tenets  from  the  philosophy  or  religion  of  the  eastern 
nations.  The  doctrines  of  fate  or  predestination,  of  angels 
and  spirits,  and  of  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments, 
were  in  the  number  of  these  new  articles  of  belief;  and  as 
the  Pharisees,  by  the  austerity  of  their  manners,  had  drawn 
into  their  party  the  body  of  the  Jewish  people,  the  immortality 
of  the  soul  became  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  synagogue, 
under  the  reign  of  the  Asmonsean  princes  and  pontifl^.     The 


^  See  Le  derc  (Prolegomena  ad  Hist.  Ecclesiast.  sect.  1,  c.  8.) 
His  authority  seems  to  carry  the  greater  weight,  as  he  has  written  t 
learned  and  judicious  commentary  on  the  books  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. 

**  Joseph.  Antiquitat.  L  xiii.  c.  10.  De  Bell.  Jud.  il.  8.  According 
to  the  most  natural  interpretation  of  his  words,  the  Sadducees  admit- 
ted only  the  Pentateuch ;  but  it  has  pleased  some  modem  critics  to 
add  the  Prophets  to  their  creed,  and  to  suppose  that  they  contented 
themselves  with  rejecting  the  traditions  of  the  Pharisees.  Dr.  Jortin 
has  argued  that  point  in  his  Remarks  on  Ecclesiastical  History,  vol. 
iL  p.  108. 

the  soul,  perhaps  with  notions  analogous  to  the  emanation  system  of  India, 
in  which  the  human  soul  was  an  efflux  from,  or  indeed  a  part  of,  the  Deity. 
The  Mosaic  religion  drew  a  wide  and  impassable  interval  between  the 
Creator  and  created  human  beings :  in  this  it  differed  from  the  Egyptian 
jnd  all  the  Eastern  religions.  As  then  the  immortalitv  of  the  soul  wai 
ihus  inseparably  blended  with  those  foreign  religions  which  were  altogether 
to  be  effaced  from  the  minds  of  the  people,  ana  by  no  means  necessary  foi 
the  establishment  of  the  theocracy,  Moses  maintained  silence  on  th's  point 
&nd  a  purer  notion  of  it  was  left  to  be  developed  at  a  more  favorable  perioo 
Ji  the  nistory  ef  man. "—  M. 
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temper  of  the  Jews  was  incapable  of  conienting  iiaelf  witk 
such  a  cold  and  languid  assent  as  might  satisfy  the  mind  of  a 
Polytheiflt ;  and  as  soon  as  they  admitted  the  idea  of  a  luturo 
state^  they  embraced  it  with  the  zeal  which  has  always  fonned 
the  characteristic  of  the  nation.  Their  zeaU  however,  added 
nothing  to  its  evidence,  or  even  probability :  and  it  was  still 
necessary  that  the  doctrine  of  life  and  immortality,  which  had 
been  dictated  by  nature,  approved  by  reason,  and  received  by 
superstition,  should  obtain  the  sanction  of  divine  truth  from 
the  authority  and  example  of  Christ. 

When  the  promise  of  eternal  happiness  was  proposed  to 
mankind  on  condition  of  adopting  the  faith,  and  of  observing 
the  precepts,  of  the  gospel,  it  is  no  wonder  that  so  advanta- 
geous an  offer  should  have  been  accepted  by  great  nnmbers  of 
every  religion,  of  every  rank,  and  of  every  province  in  the 
Roman  empire.  The  ancient  Christians  were  animated  by  a 
contempt  for  their  present  existence,  and  by  a  just  confidence 
of  immortality,  of  which  the  doubtful  and  imperfect  faith  of 
modern  ages  cannot  give  us  any  adequate  notion.  In  the 
primitive  church,  the  influence  of  truth  was  very  powerfully 
strengthened  by  an  opinion,  which,  however  it  may  deserve 
respect  for  its  usefulness  and  antiquity,  has  not  been  found 
agreeable  to  experience.  It  was  universally  believed,  that  ths 
end  of  the  world,  and  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  were  at  hand.* 
The  near  approach  of  this  wonderful  event  had  been  predicted 
by  the  a|X)stles ;  the  tradition  of  it  was  preserved  by  their 
earliest  disciples,  and  those  who  understood  in  their  literal 
sense  the  discourses  of  Christ  himself,  were  obliged  to  expect 
the  second  and  glorious  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  the 
clouds,  before  that  generation  was  totally  extinguished,  which 
had  beheld  his  humble  condition  upon  earth,  and  which  might 
still  be  witness  of  the  calamities  of  the  Jews  under  Vespasian 
or  Hadrian.  The  revolution  of  seventeen  centunes  has 
instructed  us  not  to  press  too  closely  the  mysterious  language 
of  prophecy  and  revelation ;  but  as  long  as,  for  wise  purposes, 
this  error  was  permitted  to  subsist  in  the  church,  it  was  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  salutary  effects  on  the  faith  and  practice 
of  Christians,  who  lived  in  the  awful  expectation  of  thai 
moment,  when  the  globe  itself,  and  all  the  various  race  of 

*  This  was,  in  fact,  an  integral  part  of  the  Jewish  notion  of  the  Mes 
fllah.  from  which  the  minds  or  the  apostles  themselves  were  but  grikdualli 
detached     See  tiertholdt,  ChristoloKi^^  Judnorum,  concluding  Gha|»tan 
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mankind,  should  tiencDle  at  the  appearance  of  their  dirint 
Judge.^ 

The  ancient  and  popular  doctrine  of  the  Millennium  wai> 
intimately  connected  with  the  second  coming  of  Christ  As 
tlie  works  of  the  creation  had  been  finished  in  six  days,  theii 
durati(»i  in  their  present  state,  according  to  a  tradition  which 
was  attributed  to  the  prophet  Elijah,  was  fixed  to  six  thousand 
years.^^-  By  the  same  analogy  it  was  inferred,  that  this  long 
period  of  labor  and  contention,  which  was  now  almost  elapsed  ,^^ 


^  This  expectation  was  countenanced  by  the  twenty-fourth  chapter 
of  St.  Matthew,  and  by  the  first  epistle  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Thessalo- 
nians.  Erasmus  remoyes  the  difficulty  by  the  help  of  allegory  and 
metaphor ;  and  the  learned  Grotius  yentures  to  insinuate,  that,  fox 
wise  purposes,  the  pious  deception  was  permitted  to  take  place.* 

**  See  Burnet's  Sacred  Theory,  part  iii.  c.  5.  This  tradition  may 
DC  traced  as  high  as  the  author  of  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  who  wrote 
in  the  first  century,  and  who  seems  to  have  been  half  a  Jew.f 

"  The  primitiYe  church  of  Antloch  computed  almost  6000  yean 
from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  birth  of  Christ.  Afiricanus, 
Lactantius,  and  the  Greek  church,  have  reduced  that  number  to  6600, 
and  Eusebius  has  contented  himself  with  5200  years.  These  calcu- 
lations were  formed  on  the  Septuagint,  which  was  uniyersally  re- 


*  Some  modem  theologians  explain  it  without  discoyering  either  alle- 
gory  or  deception.  They  say,  that  Jesus  Christ,  after  haying  proclaimed 
the  ruin  of  Jerusalem  and  of  the  Temple,  speaks  of  his  second  coming, 
and  the  signs  which  were  to  precede  it ;  but  those  who  belieyed  that  the 
moment  was  near  deceived  themselves  as  to  the  sense  of  two  words,  an 
error  which  still  subsists  in  our  versions  of  the  Gospel  according  to  St. 
Matthew,  xxiv.  29,  34.  In  verse  29,  we  read,  "  Immeoiately  after  the  trib- 
ulation of  those  days  shall  the  sun  be  darkened,'*  &c.  The  Greek  word 
^8i^(  signifies  all  at  once,  mddenly,  not  immediately ;  so  that  it  signifies 
only  the  sudden  appearance  of  tne  signs  which  Jesus  Christ  announces, 
not  the  shortness  of  the  interval  which  was  to  separate  them  from  the 
"days  of  tribulation,"  of  which  he  was  speaking.  The  verse  34  is  this: 
"  Verily  I  say  unto  you.  This  generation  shall  not  pass  till  all  these  things 
shall  be  fulfilled.'*  Jesus,  speaking  to  his  disciples,  uses  these  words,  airj) 
ytvtetj  which  the  translators  have  rendered  by  this  generation,  but  which 
means  the  race,  the  filiation  of  my  disciples  ;  that  is,  he  speaks  of  a  class 
of  men,  not  of  a  generation.  Tne  true  sense  then,  according  to  these 
learned  men,  is,  In  truth  I  tell  you  that  this  race  of  men,  of  which  you  are 
the  commencement,  shall  not  pass  away  till  this  shall  take  place ;  that  is 
to  say,  the  succession  of  Christians  shall  not  cease  till  his  coming.  See 
Commentary  of  M.  Paulus  on  the  New  Test.,  edit.  1802,  tom.  iii.  p.  445, 
146.  — G. 

Others,  as  Rosenmulier  and  Kuinoel^  in  loc,  confine  this  passage  to  • 
Highly  figurative  descrr'Ttion  of  the  rums  of  the  Jewish  city  and  polity. 

t  In  fact  it  is  purely  Jewish.  See  Mosheim,  De  Reb.  Christ.  IL  8 
*dghtfoot's  Worka  ovo.  edit.  vol.  iii.  p.  37.  Berlholdt,  Christologia  Judai 
orom,  ch.  38.  —  M. 
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» 

would  be  succeeded  by  a  joyful  Sabba  h  of  a  thousand  yean  * 
and  that  Christ,  with  the  triumphant  band  of  the  saints  and  the 
elect  who  had  escaped  death,  or  who  had  been  miraculously 
revived,  would  reign  upon  earth  till  the  time  appointed  for  thf< 
last  and  general  resurrection.  So  pleasing  was  this  hope  to 
the  mind  of  believers,  that  the  New  Jerusalem^  the  seat  of 
this  blissful  kingdom,  was  quickly  adorned  with  all  the  gayest 
colors  of  the  imagination.  A  felicity  consisting  only  of  pure 
and  spiritual  pleasure  would  have  appeared  too  refined  for  its 
inhabitants,  who  were  still  supposed  to  possess  their  human 
nature  and  senses.  A  garden  of  Eden,  with  the  amusements 
of  the  pastoral  life,  was  no  longer  suited  to  the  advanced  state 
of  society  which  prevailed  under  the  Roman  empire.  A  city 
was  therefore  erected  of  gold  and  precious  stones,  and  a 
supernatural  plenty  of  corn  and  wine  was  bestowed  on  the 
adjacent  territory ;  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  whose  sponta- 
neous productions,  the  happy  and  benevolent  people  was 
never  to  be  restrained  by  any  jealous  laws  of  exclusive  prop- 
erty .^^  The  assurance  of  such  a  Millennium  was  carefully 
inculcated  by  a  succession  of  fathers  from  Justin  Martyr,*^ 
and  Irenseus,  who  conversed  with  the  immediate  disciples  of 
the  apostles,  down  to  Lactantius,  who  was  preceptor  to  the 
son  of  Constantino.^*     Though  it  might  not  be  universally 

ceived  during  the  six  first  centuries.  The  authority  of  the  yulgate 
and  of  the  Hebrew  text  has  determined  the  modems,  Protestants  as 
well  as  Catholics,  to  prefer  a  period  of  about  4000  years ;  though,  in 
the  study  of  profane  antiquity,  they  often  find  themselves  straitened 
by  those  narrow  limits.* 

^  Most  of  these  pictures  were  borrowed  from  a  misrepresentation 
of  Isaiah,  Daniel,  and  the  Apocalypse.  One  of  the  grossest  images 
may  be  found  in  Ireneeus,  (1.  y.  p.  455,)  the  disciple  of  Papias,  who 
had  seen  the  apostle  St.  John. 

'^  See  the  second  dialogue  of  Justin  with  Triphon,  and  the  seventh 
book  of  Lactantius.  It  is  unnec<ssary  to  allege  all  the  intermediate 
fathers,  as  the  fact  is  not  disputed.  Yet  the  cmious  reader  may 
constdt  DaUl^  de  Usu  Patrum,  1.  ii.  c.  4. 

*^  The  testimony  of  Justin  of  his  own  faith  and  that  of  his  ortho- 
dox brethren,  in  the  doctrine  of  a  Millennium,  is  delivered  in  the 


*  Most  of  the  more  learned  modem  English  Protestants,  Dr.  Hales,  Mr. 
Fabei,  Dr.  Russel,  as  well  as  the  Contmental  writers,  adopt  the  larger 
ehronology.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  narrower  system  was  £nuned  bj 
the  Jews  of  Tiberias  ;  it  was  clearly  neither  that  of  St.  Paul,  nor  of  Jose 
phos,  nor  of  the  Samaritan  Text.  It  is  ereatly  to  be  regretted  tiiat  the 
ehronology  of  the  earlier  Scriptures  sli  >ula  ever  have  been  srade  a  religiouc  /    ^ 

question.  —  M. 
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received,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  reigning  aentiment  of 
the  orthodox  believers ;  and  it  seems  so  well  adapted  to  the 
desires  and  apprehensions  of  mankinJ,  that  it  must  have  con- 
tributed in  a  very  considerable  degree  to  the  progress  of  the 
Christian  faith.  But  when  the  edifice  of  the  church  wa« 
almost  completed,  the  temporary  support  was  laid  aside.  The 
doctrine  of  Christ^s  reign  upon  earth  was  at  first  treated  as  a 
profound  allegory,  was  considered  by  degrees  as  a  doubtful 
and  useless  opinion,  and  was  at  length  rejected  as  the  absurd 
invention  of  heresy  and  fanaticism.^  A  mysterious  prophecy « 
which  still  forms  a  part  of  the  sacred  canon,  but  which  was 
thought  to  favor  the  exploded  sentiment,  has  very  narrowlv 
escaped  the  proscription  of  the  church.^'' 


^leareit  and  most  solemn  manner,  (Dialog,  cum  Tryphonte  Jud.  p 
177»  178,  edit.  Benedictin.)  If  in  the  beginning  of  this  important 
passage  there  is  any  thing  like  an  inconsistency,  we  may  impute  it,  u 
we  think  proper,  either  to  the  author  or  to  his  transcribers.* 

**  Dupin,  Biblioth^que  Ecclesiastique,  tom.  i.  p.  22^,  tom.  \L  p.  366 
and  Mosheim,  p.  720 ;  though  the  latter  of  these  learned  divines  is 
not  altogether  candid  on  this  occasion. 

<7  In  the  council  of  Laodicea,  (about  the  year  360,)  the  Apocalypse 
was  tacftly  excluded  from  the  sacred  canon,  by  the  same  churches  of 
Asia  to  which  it  is  addressed ;  and  we  may  learn  from  the  complaint 
of  Sulpicius  Severus,  that  their  sentence  had  been  ratified  by  the 
greater  number  of  Christians  of  his  time.  From  what  causes  then  is 
die  Apocalypse  at  present  so  generally  received  by  the  Greek,  the 
Roman,  and  the  Protestant  churches  ?  The  following  ones  may  be 
assigned.  1.  The  Greeks  were  subdued  by  the  authority  of  an  im- 
postor, who,  in  the  sixth  century,  assumed  the  character  of  Dionysius 
the  Areopagite.  2.  A  just  apprehension,  that  the  grammarians  might 
become  more  important  than  the  theologians,  engaged  the  council  of 
Trent  to  fix  the  seal  of  their  infallibility  on  all  the  books  of  Scripture 
contained  in  the  Latin  Vulgate,  in  the  number  of  which,  the  Apoca- 
lypse was  fortunately  included.  (Fr.  Paolo,  Istoria  del  Concilio  Tri- 
ientino,  1.  ii.)  3.  The  advantage  of  turning  those  mysterious  prophe- 
cies against  the  See  of  Home,  inspired  the  Protestants  with  uncom- 
mon veneration  for  so  useful  an  ally.  See  the  ingenious  and  elegant 
discourses  of  the  present  bishop  of  Litchfield  on  that  unpromisinj; 
subject,  t 

*  The  Millennium  is  described  in  what  once  stood  as  the  XLlst  Article 
of  the  EngUsh  Church  (see  Collier,  Eccles.  Hist.,  for  Articles  of  Edw.  VI.) 
%8  "  a  fable  of  Jewish  dotage."  The  whole  of  these  gross  and  earthly  im- 
ages may  be  traced  in  the  works  which  treat  '^n  the  Jewish  traditions,  ic 
laghtfoot,  Schoetgen,  and  Eisenmenger ;  "  Dan  entdeckte  Judenthum,"  t 
.1.  809 ;  and  briefly  in  Bertholdt,  i.  c.  38,  39.  —  M. 

t  The  exclusion  of  the  Apocalypse  is  not  improbably  assigned  to  iti 
dbyious  unfitness  to  be  read  m  cV  irches.     It  is  to  be  fear<»d  that  •  hinton 
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Whikr  the  happin*s8  and  glory  of  a  tempoml  reign  were 
promifled  to  the  diflcipies  of  Christ,  the  moet  dreadful  calami- 
ties  were  denounced  against  an  unhelieving  world.  The  edi- 
liciition  of  the  new  Jenualem  was  to  advance  by  equal  atepi 
with  the  destruction  of  the  mystic  Babylon ;  and  as  long  as 
the  emperors  who  reigned  before  Constantino  persisted  in  the 
profession  of  idolatry,  the  epithet  of  Babylon  was  applied  to 
the  city  and  to  the  empire  of  Rome.  A  regular  series  was 
prepared  of  all  the  fktoral  and  physical  evils  which  can  afflict  a 
flourishing  nation ;  intestine  discord,  and  the  invasion  of  the 
fiercest  barbarians  from  the  unknown  regions  of  the  North ; 
pestilence  and  famine,  comets  and  eclipses,  earthquakes  and 
inundations.^  All  these  were  only  so  many  preparatory  and 
alarming  signs  of  the  great  catastrophe  of  Rome,  when  the 
country  of  the  Scipios  and  Ceesars  should  be  consumed  by  a 
flame  from  Heaven,  and  the  city  of  the  seven  hills,  with  hei 
palaces,  her  temples,  and  her  triumphal  arches,  should  be 
buried  in  a  vast  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone.  It  might,  however, 
aflbrd  some  consolation  to  Roman  vanity,  that  the  period  of 
iheir  empire  would  be  that  of  the  world  itself;  which,  as  it 
had  once  perished  by  the  element  of  water,  was  destined  to 
experience  a  second  and  a  speedy  destruction  from  the  elemen 
of  fire,  in  the  opinion  of  a  general  conflagration,  the  faith  of 
the  Christian  very  happily  coincided  with  the  tradition  of  the 
East,  the  philosophy  of  the  Stoics,  and  the  analogy  of  Nature ; 
and  even  the  country,  which,  from  religious  motives,  had  been 
chosen  for  the  origin  and  principal  scene  of  the  conflagration, 
was  the  best  adapted  for  that  purpose  by  natural  and  physical 
causes ;  by  its  deep  caverns,  beds  of  sulphur,  and  numerous 
volcanoes,  of  which  those  of  iEtna,  of  Vesuvius,  and  of 
Lipari,  exhibit  a  very  imperfect  representation.  The  calmest 
and  most  intrepid  sceptic  could  not  refuse  to  acknowledge  that 
the  destruction  of  the  present  system  of  the  world  by  fire, 

^  Lactantius  (Institut.  Divin.  vii  15,  &c.)  relates  the  dismal  tale 
or  Aiturity  with  great  spirit  and  eloquence.* 


of  the  interpretation  of  the  Apocalypse  would  not  gire  a  very  faforabU 
?iew  either  of  the  wisdom  or  the  chanty  of  the  successive  ages  of  Christi- 
anity. Wetstein's  interpretation,  differently  modified,  is  adopted  by  most 
Continental  scholars.  —  M. 

*  Lactantius  had  a  notion  of  a  great  Asiatic  empire,  which  was  pre- 
Tionsly  to  rise  on  the  ruins  of  the  Roman :  quod  Romanum  nomen  (hoircd 
snimus  dicere»  sed  dicam,  quia  fa'  irum  est)  tolletur  de  tenri,  •<  imperinn 
In  Asism  reTertctur.  —  Bl 
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wti%  in  itself  extremely  probable.  The  Christian,  who  fc  undcd 
his  belief  much  lees  on  the  fallacious  arguments  of  reason 
ihan  on  the  authority  of  tradition  and  the  interpretation 
of  Scripture,  expected  it  with  terror  and  confidence  as  s 
certain  and  approaching  event ;  and  as  his  mind  was  perpet- 
ually filled  with  the  solemn  idea,  he  considered  every  disaster 
that  happened  to  the  empire  as  an  infallible  symptom  of  an 
expiring  world.^^ 

The  condemnation  of  the  wisest  and  most  virtuous  of  thi 
Pagans,  on  account  of  their  ignorance  or  disbelief  of  the 
divine  truth,  seems  to  offend  the  reason  and  the  humanity  of 
the  present  age.''^  But  the  primitive  church,  whose  faith  was 
of  a  much  firmer  consistence,  delivered  over,  without  hesitation 
to  eternal  torture,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  human  species 
A  charitable  hope  might  perhaps  be  indulged  in  favor  of 
Socrates,  or  some  other  sages  of  antiquity,  who  had  consulted 
the  light  of  reason  before  that  of  the  gospel  had  arisen."^^  But 
it  was  unanimously  afiirmed,  that  those  who,  since  the  birth 
or  the  death  of  Christ,  had  obstinately  persisted  in  the  worship 
of  the  daemons,  neither  deserved  nor  could  expect  a  pardon 
from  the  irritated  justice  of  the  Deity.  These  rigid  sentiments, 
which  had  been  unknown  to  the  ancient  world,  appear  to  havn 
infused  a  spirit  of  bitterness  into  a  system  of  love  and  bar 
mony.  The  ties  of  blood  and  friendship  were  frequently  torn 
asunder  by  the  difference  of  religious  faith ;  and  the  Christians, 
who,  in  this  world,  found  themselves  oppressed  by  the  power 


*'  On  this  subject  every  reader  of  taste  will  be  entertained  with 
the  third  part  of  Burnet's  Sacred  Theory.  He  blends  philosophy, 
Scripture,  and  tradition,  into  one  magnificent  system ;  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  which  he  displays  a  strength  of  fancy  not  inferior  to  that  of 
Uilton  himself. 

^^  And  yet  whatever  may  be  the  language  of  individuals,  it  is  still 
the  public  doctrine  of  all  the  Christian  churches ;  nor  can  even  oux 
own  refuse  to  admit  the  conclusions  which  must  be  drawn  from  the 
niith  and  the  xviiith  of  her  Articles.  The  Jansenists,  wko  have  so 
diligently  studied  the  works  of  the  fathers,  maintain  tliis  sentiment 
with  distinguishel  zeal;  and  the  learned  M«  de  Tillemont  nevei 
dismisses  a  virtuous  emperor  without  pronoimcing  his  danmation 
Zuinglius  is  perhaps  the  only  leader  of  a  party  who  has  ever  adopted 
the  milder  sentiment,  and  he  gave  no  less  offence  to  the  Lutherans 
than  to  the  Catholics.  See  Bossuet,  Histoire  des  YariatlQais  des 
Eglises  Protestantes,  1.  iL  c.  19 — 22. 

^*  Justin  and  Clemens  of  Alexandria  allow  that  some  of  the  phi- 
losophers were  instructed  by  the  Logos ;  confotM^ding  its  double  si|r 
ai£cation  of  the  human  reason,  and  of  the  Divinfl  Word 


iS8  TXB   DICLINX    AND   fALL 

of  tlie  Pa^ami  were  sometimes  seduced  by  resentment  and  spir 
itjud  pride  t€  delight  in  the  prospect  of  their  future  triumph 
^  You  are  fond  of  spectacles,*^  exclaims  the  stem  TertuUian ; 
'  exnect  the  greatest  of  all  spectacles,  the  last  and  eternal  judg- 
ment of  the  universe.  How  shall  I  admire,  how  laugh,  ho^ 
rejoice,  how  exult,  when  I  behold  so  many  proud  monarchs,  so 
many  fancied  gods,  groaning  in  the  lowest  abyss  of  darkness  ; 
w  many  magistrates,  who  persecuted  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
liquefying  in  fiercer  fires  than  they  ever  kindled  against  the 
Christians ;  so  many  sage  philosophers  blushing  in  red-hot 
flames  with  their  deluded  scholars  ;  so  many  celebrated  peels 
trembling  before  the  tribunal,  not  of  Minos,  but  of  Christ ; 
BO  many  tragedians,  more  tuneful  in  the  expression  of  their 
own  sufierings ;  so  many  dancers.'*  *  But  the  humanity  of 
the  reader  will  permit  me  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  rest  of  this 
infernal  description,  which  the  zealous  African  pursues  in  a 
long  variety  of  affected  and  unfeeling  witticisms  J^  t 

Doubtless  there  were  many  among  the  primitive  Christians 


7*  TertuUian,  de  Spectaculis,  c.  30.  In  order  to  asoertain  the  de- 
gree of  authority  which  the  zealous  African  had  acquired,  it  may 
be  sufficient  to  idlege  the  testimony  of  Cyprian,  the  doctor  and  guide 
of  all  the  western  churches.  (See  Prudent.  Hym.  ziiL  100.)  As  often 
as  he  applied  himself  to  his  daily  study  of  the  writings  of  TertuUian, 
he  was  accustomed  to  say»  *<  Da  mihi  magistrum^  GKve  me  my  mailter. 
THieronym.  de  Viris  lUustribus,  tom.  L  p.  284.) 


ft 


*  This  translation  is  not  exact :  the  first  sentence  is  imperfect.    Tertul 
lian  says,  Ille  dies  nationibus  insperatus,  ille  derisus,  cum  tanta  sscuL 
▼etiMtas  et  tot  ejus  natiyitates  uno  igne  haurientur.    The  text  does  no 
authorise  Uie  exaggerated  expressions,  so  many  magistrates,  so  many  sage 
philosophers,  so  many  poets,  &c. ;  but  simply  magistrates,  philosophers 
poets.  —  G. 

It  is  not  clear  that  GHbbon's  rersion  or  paraphrase  is  incorrect ;  Tertul 
lian  writes  tot  tantosque  reges  item  prsesides,  &c.  —  M. 

t  The  object  of  TertuUian's  vehemence  in  his  Treatise,  was  to  keep  the 
Christians  away  from  the  secular  games  celebrated  by  the  Emperor  Seve- 
rus  :  it  has  not  preyented  him  from  showing  himself  in  other  places  fuU 
?f  benevolence  and  charity  towards  unbelievers :  the  spirit  of  the  gospel 
has  sometimes  prevailed  over  the  violence  of  human  passions :  Qui  ei^o 
putaveris  nihil  nos  de  salute  Cssaris  curare  (he  says  m  his  Apologjr)  in- 
•pice  Dei  voces,  Uteras  nostras.  Scitote  ex  illis  preceptum  esse  nobis  ad 
edundationem,  benignitates  etiam  pro  inimicis  Deikm  orare,  et  pro  perse- 
culoribus  bona  precari.  Sed  etiam  nominatim  atque  manifest^  orate  mquit 
(Christus)  pro  regibus  et  pro  principibus  et  potestatibus  ut  omnia  siut 
tranquilla  vobis.    Tert.  Apol.  c.  31.  —  G. 

It  would  be  wiser  for  Christianity,  retreatinp;  upon  its  genuine  records  ir 
the  New  Testament,  to  disclaim  this  fierce  Amcan,  than  to  identify  itseU 
with  his  furious  invectives  b^  unsatisfactory  apologies  for  their  uncbristiav 
fansticiiim.  —  M 
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A'  a  temper  mtDre  suitable  to  the  meekness  and  charit}  of  iheii 
profession.  There  were  many  who  felt  a  sincere  compassioc 
for  the  danger  of  their  friends  and  countrymen,  and  who 
exerted  the  most  benevolent  zeal  to  save  them  from  the  im» 
pending  destruction.  The  careless  Polytheist,  assailed  by  now 
and  unexpected  terrors,  against  which  neither  his  priests  nor  his 
philosophers  could  afford  him  any  certain  protection,  was  very 
frequently  terrified  and  subdued  by  the  menace  of  eternal 
.ortures.  His  fears  might  assist  the  progress  of  his  faith  and 
reason ;  and  if  he  could  once  persuade  himself  to  suspect 
chat  the  Christian  religion  might  possibly  be  true,  it  became 
an  easy  task  to  convince  him  that  it  was  the  safest  and  most 
prudent  party  that  he  could  possibly  embrace. 

III.  The  supernatural  gifbs,  which  even  in  this  life  were 
ascribed  to  the  Christians  above  the  rest  of  mankind,  must 
have  conduced  to  their  own  comfort,  and  very  frequently  to 
the  conviction  of  infidels.  Besides  the  occasional  prodigies, 
which  might  sometimes  be  effected  by  the  immediate  interpo- 
sition of  the  Deity  when  he  suspended  the  laws  of  Nature  for 
the  service  of  religion,  the  Christian  church,  from  the  time  of 
the  apostles  and  their  first  disciples,^^  has  claimed  an  uninter- 
rupted succession  of  miraculous  powers,  the  gift  of  tongues, 
of  vision,  and  of  prophecy,  the  power  of  expelling  daemons, 
of  healing  the  sick,  and  of  raising  the  dead.  The  knowledge 
>f  foreign  languages  was  frequently  communicated  to  the 
3ontemporaries  of  Irenseus,  though  Irenseus  himself  was  left 
to  struggle  with  the  difficulties  of  a  barbarous  dialect^  whilst 
he  preached  the  gospel  to  the  natives  of  Gaul.''^*     The  divine 


^  Notwithstanding  the  evasions  of  Dr.  Middleton,  it  is  impossible 
to  overlook  the  clear  traces  of  visions  and  inspiration,  which  may  be 
found  in  the  apostolic  fathers.* 

'*  Irenseus  adv.  Haeres.  Proem,  p.  3.t  Dr.  Middleton  (Free  In- 
quiry, p.  96,  &c.)  observes,  that  as  this  pretension  of  all  others  was 
Oie  most  difficult  to  support  by  art,  it  was  the  soonest  given  up.  The 
pbseryation  suits  his  hypothesis.:^ 


*  Gibbon  should  have  noticed  the  distinct  and  remarkable  passage  from 
Ohrysostom,  quoted  b^  MidcHeton,  (Works,  vol.  i.  p.  105,)  in  which  he  af- 
firms the  long  discontinuance  of  miracles  as  a  notorious  fact.  —  M. 

t  This  passage  of  Irenseus  contains  no  allusion  to  the  gift  of  tongues  : 
it  is  merely  an  apology  for  a  rude  and  unpolished  Greek  style,  which  could 
not  be  expected  from  one  who  passed  his  life  in  a  remote  and  barbaroua 
province,  and  was  continually  obliged  to  speak  the  Celtic  language.  —  M 

*  Kxcept  in  the  life  of  Pachomius,  an  Egyptian  monk  of  the  fourth  cen 
'nry,  (see  Jortin,  Ecc.  Hist.  i.  p.  368,  edit.  1805,)  and  the  latter  (not  ear 
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inspiration,  whether  it  was  conveyed  in  the  form  of  a  wakini; 
or  of  a  8  eeping  vision,  is  described  as  a  favor  very  liberal  1} 
bestowed  on  all  ranks  of  the  faithf\il,  on  women  as  on  elders 
on  boys  as  well  as  upon  bishops.  When  their  devout  minds 
were  sufficiently  prepared  by  a  course  of  prayer,  of  fksting^ 
and  of  vigils,  to  receive  the  extraordinary  impulse,  they  were 
transported  out  of  their  senses,  and  delivered  in  ecstasy  what 
was  inspired,  being  mere  organs  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  just  aii  a 
pipe  or  flute  is  of  him  who  blows  into  it7^  We  may  add, 
diat  the  design  of  these  visions  was,  for  the  most  part,  eitfier 
to  disclose  the  future  history,  or  to  guide  the  present  adminis* 
tration,  of  the  church.  The  expulsion  of  the  deemons  from 
the  bodies  of  those  unhappy  persons  whom  they  had  been  per- 
mitted to  torment,  was  considered  as  a  signal  though  ordi- 
nary triumph  of  religion,  and  is  repeatedly  alleged  by  the 
ancient  apologists,  as  the  most  convincing  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  Christianity.  The  awful  ceremony  was  usually  per- 
formed in  a  public  manner,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  great 
number  of  spectators ;  the  patient  was  relieved  by  the  power 
or  skill  of  the  exorcist,  and  the  vanquished  daemon  was  heard 
to  confess  that  he  was  one  of  the  fabled  gods  of  antiquity,  who 
had  impiously  usurped  the  adoration  of  mankind."^^  But  the 
miraculous  cure  of  diseases  of  the  most  inveterate  or  even 
preternatural  kind,  can  no  longer  occasion  any  surprise,  when 
we  recollect,  that  in  the  days  of  Irenseus,  about  the  end  of 
the  second  century,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  was  very  far 
from  being  esteemed  an  uncommon  event ;  that  the  miracle 
was  frequently  performed  on  necesMiry  occasions,  by  great 
fasting  and  the  joint  supplication  of  the  church  of  the  place, 
and  that  the  persons  thus  restored  to  their  prayers  bad  lived 


^^  Athenagoras  in  Legatione.  Jiutin  Martyr,  Ck>hort.  ad  OdnteB. 
L'ertullian  advers.  Mardonit.  1.  iv.  These  descriptions  are  not  very 
unlike  the  prophetic  fury,  for  which  Cicero  (de  Divinat.  ii.  54)  ex- 
presses so  little  reverence. 

^'  Tertullian  (Apolog.  c.  23)  throws  out  a  bold  defiance  to  the  Pagan 
magistrates.  Of  the  primitiye  miracles,  the  power  of  exorcising  is 
the  only  one  which  has  been  asstuned  by  Protestants.* 


tier)  lives  of  Xavier,  there  is  no  claim  laid  to  the  gift  of  tongues  since  the 
time  of  Irenaeus  ;  and  of  this  claim  Xavier's  own  letters  are  profoundly 
■lent.    See  Douglas's  CMterion,  p.  76,  edit.  1807.  ->  M. 

*  But  by  Protestants  neither  of  the  most  enlightened  a^»  OAr  vAf^ 
reasoning  minds.  ^  M. 
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alierwards  ainoiig  them  many  yeanJ^  At  such  a  period, 
when  faith  could  boast  of  so  many  wonderful  victories  over 
death,  it  seems  difficult  to  account  for  the  scepticism  of  those 
philosophers,  who  still  rejected  and  derided  the  doctrine  of  the 
resurrection.  A  noble  Grecian  had  rested  on  this  important 
ground  the  whole  controversy,  and  promised  Theophilus, 
Bishop  of  Antioch,  that  if  he  could  be  gratified  with  the- 
sight  of  a  single  person  who  had  been  actually  raised  from 
ihe  dead,  he  would  immediately  embrace  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  the  prelate  of  the  first 
eastern  church,  however  anxious  for  the  conversion  of  his 
friend,  thought  proper  to  decline  this  fair  and  reasonable 
challenge.'^^ 

The  miracles  of  the  primitive  church,  after  obtaining  the 
sanction  of  ages,  have  been  lately  attacked  in  a  very  free  and 
ingenious  inquiry ,^^  which,  though  it  has  met  with  the  most 
favorable  reception  from  the  public,  appears  to  have  excited  a 
general  scandal  among  the  divines  of  our  own  as  well  as  of 
the  other  Protestant  churches  of  Europe.®^  Our  difi»rent 
sentiments  on  this  subject  will  be  much  less  influenced  by  any 
particular  arguments,  than  by  our  habits  of  study  and  reflec- 
tion ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  degree  of  evidence  which  we 

'^  Ireneeus  adv.  Hereses,  1.  ii.  66,  57,  1.  v.  c.  6.  Mr.  Dodwell  (Dis- 
sertat.  ad  Irenseum,  ii.  42)  concludes,  that  the  second  century  was 
still  more  fertile  in  miracles  than  the  first.* 

"  Theophilus  ad  Autolycum,  1.  i.  p.  345.  Edit.  Benedictin.  Paris, 
1742.t 

"^  Dr.  Middleton  sent  out  his  Introduction  in  the  year  1747,  pub- 
lished his  Free  Inquiry  in  1749,  and  before  his  death,  which  happened 
in  1750,  he  had  prepared  a  vindication  of  it  against  his  numerous 
adversaries. 

**  The  university  of  Oxford  conferred  degrees  on  his  opponents. 
From  the  indignation  of  Mosheim,  (p.  221,)  we  may  discover  the 
lentimcnts  of  tJie  Lutheran  divines.^ 


*  It  is  difficult  to  answer  Middleton*s  objection  to  this  statement  of 
trensus :  *'  It  is  yery  strange,  that  from  the  time  of  the  apostles  there  is 
not  a  single  instance  of  this  miracle  to  be  found  in  the  three  first  centu- 
ries ;  except  a  single  case,  slightly  intimated  in  Eusebius,  from  the  Worki 
of  Papias ;  which  ne  seems  to  rank  among  the  other  fabulous  stories  de- 
liTerea  by  that  weak  man.  Middleton,  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  59.  Bp.  Douglai 
(Criterion,  p.  389)  would  consider  Irenseus  to  speak  of  what  nad  "  been 
performed  formerly,"  not  in  his  own  time.  —  M. 

t  A  candid  sceptic  might  discern  some  impropriety  in  the  Bishop  betn^ 
ealled  upon  to  perform  a  miracle  on  demand.  •—  M. 

X  Yet  many  Protestant  divines  will  now  without  reluctance  confin« 
miraelet  to  the  time  of  the  apostles,  or  at  least  to  Ihe  first  century.   -  M 
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have  accustomed  oursehes  to  require  for  the  proof  of  a  mirac- 
ulois  ever/..  The  duty  of  an  historian  does  not  call  upon 
him  to  interpose  his  private  judgment  in  this  nice  and  impor- 
tant controversy ;  but  he  ought  not  to  dissemble  the  difficulty 
of  adopting  such  a  theory  as  may  reconcile  the  interest  of 
religion  with  that  of  reason,  of  making  a  proper  application 
of  that  theory,  and  of  defining  with  precision  the  limits  of 
tnat  nappy  period,  exempt  from  error  and  from  deceit,  to 
which  we  might  be  disposed  to  extend  the  gift  of  supeniatura. 
powers.  From  the  first  of  the  fathers  to  the  last  of  the  popes, 
a  succession  of  bishops,  of  saints,  of  martyrs,  and  of  mira^ 
cles,  is  continued  without  interruption ;  and  the  progress  of 
superstition  was  so  gradual,  and  almost  imperceptible,  that  we 
know  not  in  what  particular  link  we  should  break  the  chain 
of  tradition.  Every  age  bears  testimony  to  the  wonderful 
events  by  which  it  was  distinguished,  and  its  testimony  appears 
no  less  weighty  and  respectable  than  that  of  the  preceding 
generation,  till  we  are  insensibly  led  on  to  accuse  our  own 
inconsistency,  if  in  the  eighth  or  in  the  twelfth  century  we 
deny  to  the  venerable  Bede,  or  to  the  holy  Bernard,  the  same 
degree  of  confidence  which,  in  the  second  century,  we  had  so 
liberally  granted  to  Justin  or  to  Irenaeus.®^  If  the  truth  of 
any  of  those  miracles  is  appreciated  by  their  apparent  use 
and  propriety,  every  age  had  unbelievers  to  convince,  heretics 
to  confute,  and  idolatrous  nations  to  convert;  and  sufficient 
motives  might  always  be  produced  to  justify  the  interposition 
of  Heaven.  And  yet,  since  every  friend  to  revelation  is  per 
suaded  of  the  reality,  and  every  reasonable  man  is  convinced 
of  the  cessation,  of  miraculous  powers,  it  is  evident  that  there 
must  have  been  some  period  in  which  they  were  either  sud- 
denly or  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  Christian  church. 
Whatever  sera  is  chosen  for  that  purpose,  the  death  of  the 
apostles,  the  conversion  of  the  Roman  empire,  or  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Arian  heresy ,®2  the  insensibility  of  the  Christians 
who   lived  at  that  time   will  equally  afford  a  just  matter  o/ 

A  It  may  seem  somewhat  remarkable,  that  Bernard  of  dairraux^ 
who  xeoords  so  many  miracles  of  his  friend  St.  Malachi,  never  takes 
%ny  notice  of  his  own,  which,  in  their  turn,  however,  are  carefUly 
related  by  his  companions  and  disciples.  In  the  long  series  of  ecole- 
liastical  history,  does  there  exist  a  single  instance  of  a  saint  aiaerting 
ihat  he  himself  possessed  tiie  gift  of  miracles  ? 

*'  The  conversion  of  Con^tantine  is  the  nra  which  is  most  nsoally 
ixed   hy  Protestants.    Th»  more  rational  divises  are  Uttwilling  tc 
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iurprise,     Theyst'JI  supported  their  pretensions  ufler  they  had 
lost  their  powdr.     Credulity  performed   the   office  of  faith 
fanaticism  was  permitted  to  assume  the  language  of  inspira 
tion,  and  the  effects  of  accident  or  contrivance  were  ascribed 
to  supernatural  causes.     The  recent  experience  of  genuine 
miracles  should  have  instructed  the  Christian  world  in  th 
ways  of  Providence,  and  habituated  their  eye  (if  we  niay  uar 
a  very  inadeq  jate  expression)  to  the  style  of  the  divine  artist. 
Should  the  most  skilful  painter  of  modern  Italy  presume  to 
decorate  his  feeble  imitations  with  the  name  of  Baphael  or 
of  Correggio,  the  insolent  fraud  would  be   soon  discovered, 
and  indignantly  rejected. 

Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the  miracles  of  the 
primitive  church  since  the  time  of  the  apostles,  this  unresisting 
sofmess  of  temper,  so  conspicuous  among  the  believers  of  the 
second  and  third  centuries,  proved  of  some  accidental  benefit 
to  the  cause  of  truth  and  religion.  In  modern  times,  a  latent 
and  even  involuntary  scepticism  adheres  to  the  most  pious  dis- 
positions. Their  admission  of  supernatural  truths  is  much  less 
an  active  consent  than  a  cold  and  passive  acquiescence.  Ac- 
customed long  since  to  observe  and  to  respect  the  variable 
order  of  Nature,  our  reason,  or  at  least  our  iniairi nation,  is  not 
sufficiently  prepared  to  sustain  the  visible  action  o.  he  Deity. 
But,  in  the  first  ages  of  Christianity,  the  situation  of  mankind 
was  extremely  different.  The  most  curious,  or  the  most  cred- 
ulous, among  the  Pagans,  were  often  persuaded  to  enter  mto  a 
society  which  asserted  an  actual  claim  of  miraculous  powers. 
The  primitive  Christians  perpetually  trod  on  mystic  ground, 
and  their  minds  were  exercised  by  the  habits  of  believing  the 

tdmit  the  miracles  of  the  ivth,  whilst  the  more  credulous  are  unwill- 
ng  to  reject  those  of  the  yth  century.* 


*  All  this  appears  to  proceed  on  the  principle  that  any  distinct  line  rap 
be  drawn  in  an  unpMlosophic  age  between  wonders  and  miracles,  or  be 
tween  what  piety,  from  their  unexpected  and  extraordinary  nature,  the 
marvellous  concurrence  of  secondary  causes  to  some  remarkable  end,  mat 
consider  providentieU  interpositions,  and  miracles  strictly  so  called,  in  which 
the  laws  of  nature  are  suspended  or  yiolated.  It  is  impossible  to  assign, 
on  one  side,  limits  to  human  ciedulity,  on  the  other,  to  the  influence  of  the 
imagination  on  the  bodily  frame  ;  but  some  of  the  miracles  recorded  in  the 
Gospels  are  such  palpable  impossibilities ,  according  to  the  known  laws  and 
operations  of  nature,  that  if  recorded  on  sufficient  evidence,  and  the  evi- 
dence we  believe  to  be  that  of  eye-witnesses,  we  cannot  reject  them,  with- 
out cither  asserting,  with  Hume,  that  no  evidence  can  prove  a  miracle,  tv 
that  the  Author  of  Nature  has  no  pover  of  suspending  its  ordinary  law» 
Rut  wbieh  of  tho  post-apostolic  miracl*s  will  bear  this  test  ?~M. 
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moBt  extraordinary  events.  They  felt,  or  they  fimcied,  tha« 
on  every  side  they  were  incessantly  assauhed  by  deemons 
comforted  by  visions,  instructed  by  prophecy,  and  tiurprisingly 
delivered  from  danger,  sickness,  and  from  death  itself,  by  the 
supplications  of  the  church.  The  real  or  imaginary  prodigies^ 
of  which  they  so  frequently  conceived  themselves  to  be  the 
otjecta,  the  instruments,  or  the  spectators,  very  happily  di» 
posed  them  to  adopt  with  the  same  ease,  but  with  far  greater 
justice,  the  authentic  wonders  of  the  evangelic  history ;  and 
thus  miracles  that  exceeded  not  the  measure  of  their  own 
experience,  inspired  them  with  the  most  lively  assurance  of 
mysteries  which  were  acknowledged  to  surpass  the  limits  of 
their  understanding.  It  is  this  deep  impression  of  supernatural 
truths,  which  has  been  so  much  celebrated  under  the  name  of 
faith  ;  a  state  of  mind  described  as  the  surest  pledge  of  the 
divine  favor  and  of  future  felicity,  and  recommended  as  the 
first,  or  perhaps  the  only  merit  of  a  Christian.  According  to 
the  more  rigid  doctors,  the  moral  virtues,  which  may  be 
equally  practised  by  infidels,  are  destitute  of  any  value  or 
efficacy  in  the  work  of  our  justification. 

IV.  But  the  primitive  Christian  demonstrated  his  faith  by 
his  virtues ;  and  it  was  very  justly  supposed  that  the  divine 
persuasion,  which  enlightened  or  subdued  the  understanding 
must,  at  the  same  time,  purify  the  heart,  and  diroct  the  ac- 
tions, of  the  believer.  The  first  apologists  of  Christianity 
who  justify  the  innocence  of  their  brethren,  and  the  writers 
of  a  later  period  who  celebrate  the  sanctity  of  their  ances- 
tors, display,  in  the  most  lively  colors,  the  reformation 
of  manners  which  was  introduced  into  the  world  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel.  As  it  is  my  mtention  to  remark  only 
such  human  causes  as  were  permitted  to  second  the  influence 
of  revelation,  I  shall  slightly  mention  two  motives  which  might 
naturally  render  the  lives  of  the  primitive  Christians  much 
purer  and  more  austere  than  those  of  their  Pagan  contempo- 
raries, or  their  degenerate  successors ;  repentance  for  their 
past  sins,  and  the  laudable  desire  of  supporting  the  reputation 
of  the  society  in  which  they  were  engaged.* 


*  These,  in  the  opinion  of  the  editor,  are  the  most  unoandid  paragra^hi 
in  Gibbon's  History.  He  ought  either,  with  manly  courage,  to  have  denied 
Uie  moral  reformation  introduced  by  Christianity,  or  fairly  to  have  investi 
gated  all  its  motives ;  not  to  have  confined  himself  to  an  inaidiovs  and 
sarcastic  description  of  the  less  pui  s  and  generous  elements  of  the  Chris- 
tian character  as  it  appeared  even  at  that  earlv  time.  —  M 
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It  IS  a  very  ancient  reproach,  suggested  by  the  ignorance 
or  the  malice  of  infidelity,  that  the  Christians  allured  into 
their  party  the  most  atrocious  criminals,  who,  as  soon  as  the} 
were  touched  by  a  sense  of  remorse,  were  easily  pensuaded 
to  wash  away,  in  the  watsr  of  baptism,  the  guilt  of  their  past 
conduct,  for  which  the  temples  of  the  gods  refused  to  grant 
them  any  expiation.  But  this  reproach,  when  it  is  cleared 
from  misrepresentation,  contributes  as  much  to  the  honor  as  it 
did  to  the  increase  of  the  church. ®3  The  friends  of  Christian- 
ity may  acknowledge  without  a  blush,  that  many  of  the  most 
eminent  saints  had  been  before  their  baptism  the  most  aban* 
doned  sinners.  Those  persons,  who  in  the  world  had  followed, 
though  in  an  imperfect  manner,  the  dictates  of  benevolence 
and  propriety,  derived  such  a  calm  satisfaction  from  the  opin- 
ion of  their  own  rectitude,  as  rendered  them  much  less  sus- 
oeptible  of  the  sudden  emotions  of  shame,  of  grief,  and  of 
terror,  which  have  given  birth  to  so  many  wonderful  conver- 
sions. AAer  the  example  of  their  divine  Master,  the  mission- 
aries of  the  gospel  disdained  not  the  society  of  men,  and 
especially  of  women,  oppressed  by  the  consciousness,  and 
very  often  by  the  effects,  of  their  vices.  As  they  emerged 
fVom  sin  and  superstition  to  the  glorious  hope  of  immortality, 
they  resolved  to  devote  themselves  to  a  life,  not  only  of  virtue, 
but  of  penitence.  The  desire  of  perfection  became  the  ruling 
passion  of  their  soul ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  while  reason 
embraces  a  cold  mediocrity,  our  passions  hurry  us,  with  rapid 
violence,  over  the  space  which  lies  between  the  most  opposite 
extremes. 

When  the  new  converts  had  been  enrolled  in  the  number 
of  the  faithful,  and  were  admitted  to  the  sacraments  of  the 
church,  they  found  themselves  restrained  from  relapsmg  into 
their  past  disorders  by  another  consideration  of  a  less  spiritual, 
but  of  a  very  innocent  and  respectable  nature.  Any  particulai 
society  that  has  departed  from  the  great  body  of  the  nation, 
or  the  religion  to  which  it  belonged,  immediately  becomes  the 
object  of  universal  as  well  as  invidious  observation.  In  pro- 
portion to  the  smallness  of  its  numbers,  the  character  of  the 
society  may  be  affected  by  the  virtues  and  vices  of  the  persons 
who  compose  it ;  and  every  member  is  engaged  to  watch  with 

"  Tlie  imputations  j>f  Celsus  an '  Julian,  with  the  defence  of  the 
Withers,  are  very  iairly  stated  by  Spanheim,   Gommentaire  sur   lea 
Cesan  de  Julian,  p.  468. 
26 
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the  most  vigilant  attention  over  his  own  behavior,  and  ovei 
that  of  his  brethren,  since,  as  he  must  expect,  to  incur  a  par: 
of  the  common  disgrace,  he  may  hope  to  enjoy  a  share  of  the 
common  reputation.  When  the  Christians  of  Bithynia  were 
brought  before  tne  tribunal  of  the  younger  Pliny,  they  assured 
the  proconsul,  that,  far  from  being  engaged  in  any  unlawful 
conspiracy,  they  were  bound  by  a  solemn  obligation  to  abstain 
from  the  commission  of  those  crimes  which  disturb  the  private 
or  public  peace  of  society,  from  theft,  robbery,  adultery,  per- 
jury, and  fraud.®**  Near  a  century  afterwards,  Tertullian, 
with  an  honest  pride,  could  boast,  that  very  few  Christians  had 
suffered  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  except  on  account  of 
their  religion.^  Their  serious  and  sequestered  life,  averse  to 
the  gay  luxury  of  the  age,  inured  them  to  chastity,  temper- 
ance, economy,  and  all  the  sober  and  domestic  virtues.  As 
the  greater  number  were  of  some  trade  or  profession,  it  was 
incumbent  on  them,  by  the  strictest  integrity  and  the  fairest 
dealing,  to  remove  the  suspicions  which  the  profane  are  too 
apt  to  conceive  against  the  appearances  of  sanctity.  The 
contempt  of  the  world  exercised  Uiem  in  the  habits  of  humility, 
meekness,  and  patience.  The  more  they  were  persecuted, 
the  more  closely  they  adhered  to  each  other.  Their  mutual 
charity  and  unsuspecting  confidence  has  been  remarked  by 
infidels,  and  was  too  often  abused  by  perfidious  friends.^ 

It  is  a  very  honorable  circumstance  for  the  morals  of  the 
primitive  Christians,  that  even  their  faults,  or  rather  errors, 
were  derived  from  an  excess  of  virtue.  The  bishops  and 
doctors  of  the  church,  whose  evidence  attests,  and  whose 
authority  might  influence,  the  professions,  the  principles,  and 
even  the  practice  of  their  contemporaries,  had  studied  the 


•*  Plin.  Epist.  X.  97.* 

*^  Tertullian,  Apolog.  c.  44.  He  adds,  however,  with  some  degree 
of  hesitation,  **AvLt  si  aliud,  jam  non  Christianu8."t 

^  The  philosopher  Peregrinus  (of  whose  life  and  death  Luoian  has 
left  us  so  entertaining  an  accoimt)  imposed,  for  a  long  time,  on  the 
credulous  simplicity  of  the  Christians  of  Asia. 


*  And  this  blamelessness  was  fully  admitted  by  the  candid  and  enlight- 
ened Roman.  —  M. 

t  Tertullian  says  positively  no  Christian,  nemo  illic  Christianus ;  for  the 
rest,  the  limitation  which  he  himself  subjoins,  and  which  Gibbon  quotes  in 
the  foregoing  note,  diminishes  the  force  of  this  assertion,  and  appears  to 
proye  that  at  least  he  knew  none  such.  —  Q. 

Is  not  the  sense  of  Tertullian  rather  if  guilty  of  any  other  o£ff!ao«.  h# 
has  thereby  ceased  to  be  a  Christian  ?-*  M 
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Scriptures  with  less  skill  than  devotion ;  and  they  ofi«n 
received,  in  the  most  literal  sense,  those  rigid  precepts  of 
Christ  and  the  apostles,  .o  which  the  prudence  of  succeeding 
commentators  has  applied  a  looser  and  more  figurative  noode 
of  interpretation.  Ambitious  to  exalt  the  perfection  of  the 
gospel  above  the  wisdom  of  philosophy,  the  zealous  fathers 
have  carried  the  duties  of  self-mortiiication,  of  purity,  and  of 
patience,  to  a  height  which  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  attain,  and 
much  less  to  preserve,  in  our  present  state  of  weakness  and 
corruption.  A  doctrine  so  extraordinary  and  so  sublime  must 
inevitably  command  the  veneration  of  the  people ;  but  it  wat 
ill  calculated  to  obtain  the  suffrage  of  those  worldly  philoso- 
phers,  who,  in  the  conduct  of  this  transitory  life,  consult  only 
the  feelings  of  nature  and  the  interest  of  society .^"^ 

There  are  two  very  natural  propensities  which  we  may 
distinguish  in  the  most  virtuous  and  liberal  dispositions,  the 
love  of  pleasure  and  the  love  of  action.  If  the  former  is 
refined  by  art  and  learning,  improved  by  the  charms  of  socied 
intercourse,  and  corrected  by  a  just  regard  to  economy,  to 
health,  and  to  reputation,  it  is  productive  of  the  greatest  part 
of  the  happiness  of  private  life.  The  love  of  action  is  a 
principle  of  a  much  stronger  and  more  doubtful  nature.  It 
often  leads  to  anger,  to  ambition,  and  to  revenge ;  but  when  it 
is  guided  by  the  sense  of  propriety  and  benevolence,  it  becomes 
the  parent  of  every  virtue,  and  if  those  virtues  are  accompanied 
with  equal  abilities,  a  family,  a  state,  or  an  empire,  may  be 
indebted  for  their  safety  and  prosperity  to  the  undaunted 
courage  of  a  single  man.  To  the  love  of  pleasure  we  may 
therefore  ascribe  most  of  the  agreeable,  to  the  love  of  action 
we  may  attribute  most  of  the  useful  and  respectable,  qualifica- 
tions. The  character  in  which  both  the  one  and  the  othef 
should  be  united  and  harmonized,  would  seem  to  constitute 
the  most  perfect  idea  of  human  nature.  The  insensible  and 
inactive  disposition,  which  should  be  supposed  aliko  de««titutb 
of  both,  would  be  rejected,  by  the  common  consent  of  man- 
kind, as  utterly  incapable  of  procuring  any  happiness  to  the 
individual,  or  any  public  benefit  to  the  world.  But  it  was  not 
in  this  world,  that  the  primitive  Christians  were  desirous  of 
making  themselves  either  agreeable  or  useful.* 

'^  See  a  very  judicioiis  treatise  of  Barbeyrac  but  la  Morale  dot 
P*re«w  

*  K(  que  mt  fait  cette  hom^lie8«ini-8toicienne>  8enii-epi«r>in«nQe  ?    A 
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The  acquisition  of  knowledge,  the  exercise  of  our  reason  oi 
fancy,  and  the  cheerful  flow  of  unguarded  conversation,  may 
employ  the  leisure  of  a  liberal  mind.  Such  amusements, 
however,  were  rejected  with  abhorrence,  or  admitted  with  the 
utmost  caution,  by  the  severity  of  the  fathers,  who  despised  all 
knowledge  that  was  not  useful  to  salvation,  and  who  consid- 
ered all  levity  of  discourse  as  a  criminal  abuse  of  the  gifl  of 
speech.  In  our  present  state  of  existence  the  body  is  so 
inseparably  connected  with  the  soul,  that  it  seems  to  be  our 
interest  to  taste,  with  innocence  and  moderation,  the  enjoy 
ments  of  which  that  faithful  companion  is  susceptible.  Very 
diAbrent  was  the  reasoning  of  our  devout  predecessors ; 
vainly  aspiring  to  imitate  the  perfection  of  angels,  they  dis- 
dained, or  they  affected  to  disdain,  every  earthly  and  coporeal 
delight.®®  Some  of  our  senses  indeed  are  necessary  for  our 
preservation,  others  for  our  subsistence,  and  others  again  for 
our  information  ;  and  thus  far  it  was  impossible  to  reject  the 
use  of  them.  The  first  sensation  of  pleasure  was  marked  as 
the  first  moment  of  their  abuse.  The  unfeeling  candidate  for 
heaven  was  instructed,  not  only  to  resist  the  grosser  allure- 
ments of  the  taste  or  smell,  but  even  to  shut  his  ears  against 
the  profane  harmony  of  sounds,  and  to  view  with  indifference 
the  most  finished  productions  of  human  art.  Gray  apparel, 
magnificent  houses,  and  elegant  furniture,  were  supposed  to 
unite  the  double  guilt  of  pride  and  of  sensuality ;  a  simple  and 
mortified  appearance  was  more  suitable  to  the  Christian  who 
was  certain  of  his  sins  and  doubtful  of  his  salvation.  In  their 
censures  of  luxury,  the  fathers  are  extremely  minute  and  cir- 
cumstantial ;  ®d  and  among  the  various  articles  which  excite 


^  Lactant.  Institnt  Divin.  1.  vi.  c.  20,  21,  22. 

■•  Consult  a  work  of  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  entitled  The  Paeda- 
gogue,  which  contains  the  rudiments  of  ethics,  as  they  were  taight 
m  the  most  celebrated  of  the  Christian  schools. 


t'on  jamais  regard^  ramour  du  plaisir  comme  Tun  des  principes  de  la  per- 
fection morale  ?  Et  de  quel  droit  faites  tous  de  Tamour  de  I'actioni  et  de 
I'amour  du  plaisir,  les  seuls  el^mens  de  I'etre  humain  ?  Est  ce  que  tous 
faites  abstraction  de  la  yhntk  en  elle-m^me,  de  la  conscience  et  an  senti- 
ment du  devoir  ?  Est  ce  que  vous  ne  sentez  point,  par  exemple,  que  le 
sacrifice  du  mot  a  la  justice  et  k  la  yerit6,  est  aussi  dans  le  coeur  de 
Thomme:  que  tout  n'est  pas  pour  lui  action  ou  plaisir,  et  que  dans  le 


fragment  de  disaertation  sur  le  pi 
Villemain.  Court  de  Ldt  Fran?,  part  ii.  Lecon  ▼.  — M. 
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their  pious  indignation,  we  may  enumerate  false  hair,  garments 
of  any  color  except  white,  instruments  of  music,  vases  oi  gold 
or  silver,  downy  pillows,  (as  Jacob  reposed  his  head  on  a  stone,) 
white  bread,  foreign  wines,  public  salutations,  the  use  of  warm 
baths,  and  the  practice  of  shaving  the  beard,  which,  according 
to  the  expression  of  Tertullian,  is  a  lie  against  our  own  faces, 
and  an  impious  attempt  to  improve  the  works  of  the  Creator.*^ 
When  Christianity  was  introduced  among  the  rich  and  the 
polite,  the  observation  of  these  singular  laws  was  left,  as  it 
would  be  at  present,  to  the  few  who  were  ambitious  of  superior 
sanctity.  But  it  is  always  easy,  as  well  as  agreeable,  for  the 
mferior  ranks  of  mankind  to  claim  a  merit  from  the  contempt 
of  that  pomp  and  pleasure  which  fortune  has  placed  beyond 
their  reach.  The  virtue  of  the  primitive  Christians,  like  that 
i>£  the  first  Romans,  was  very  frequently  guarded  by  poverty 
and  ignorance. 

The  chaste  severity  of  the  fathers,  in  whatever  related  to 
the  commerce  of  the  two  sexes,  flowed  from  the  same  prin* 
ciple;  their  abhorrence  of  every  enjoyment  which  might 
gratify  the  sensual,  and  degrade  the  spiritual  nature  of  man. 
ft  was  their  favorite  opinion,  that  if  Adam  had  preserved  his 
obedience  to  the  Creator,  he  would  have  lived  forever  in  a  state 
of  virgin  purity,  and  that  some  harmless  mode  of  vegetation 
might  have  peopled  paradise  with  a  race  of  innocent  and 
immortal  beings.^'  The  use  of  marriage  was  permitted  only 
to  his  fallen  posterity,  as  a  necessary  expedient  to  continue 
the  human  species,  and  as  a  restraint,  however  imperfect,  on 
the  natural  licentiousness  of  desire.  The  hesitation  of  the 
orthodox  casuists  on  this  interesting  subject,  beirays  the  per- 
plexity of  men,  unwilling  to  approve  an  institution  which  they 
were  compelled  to  tolerate.^^  The  enumeration  of  the  very 
whimsical  laws,  which  they  most  circumstantially  imposed  on 
the  marriage-bed,  would  force  a  smile  from  the  young  and  a 

*^  Tertullian,  de  Spectaculis,  c.  23.  Clemens  Alexandrin.  Peeda- 
gos.  L  iii.  c  8. 

**  Beansobre,  Hist.  Critique  du  Manicheismet  1.  vii.  c.  3.  Jtsstin, 
Gregory  of  Nyasa,  Au^fistin,  &o.,  strongly  inclkie  to  this  opimon.* 

*'  Some  of  the  Gnostic  heretics  were  more  consistent ;  they  reject- 
ed the  use  of  marriage. 

*  But  these  were  Ghiiostic  or  Manichean  opinionB.  Beansobre  distinctl) 
Mcribea  Augustine's  bias  to  his  recent  escape  frosn  Maneheism ;  and  addtf 
ihftt  h#  •ftenrards  changed  his  Tiews.  —  M. 
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blush  from  the  fair.  It  was  their  unanimous  sentiment,  that  a 
first  marriage  was  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  nature  and 
'>f  society.  The  sensual  connection  was  refined  into  a  resem- 
blance of  the  mystic  union  of  Christ  with  his  church,  and  was 
renounced  to  be  indissoluble  either  by  divorce  or  by  death. 
The  practice  of  second  nuptials  was  branded  with  the  name 
of  a  legal  adultery  ;  and  the  persons  who  were  guilty  of  so 
scandalous  an  offence  against  Christian  purity  were  soon 
excluded  from  the  honors,  and  even  from  the  alms,  of  thr 
church.^^  Since  desire  was  imputed  as  a  crime,  and  marriagr 
was  tolerated  as  a  defect,  it  was  consistent  with  the  same  prin- 
ciples to  consider  a  state  of  celibacy  as  the  nearest  approach 
to  the  divine  perfection.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  tha\ 
ancient  Rome  could  support  the  institution  of  six  vestals;^* 
but  the  primitive  church  was  filled  with  a  great  number  of 
persons  of  either  sex,  who  had  devoted  themselves  to  the  pro- 
fession of  perpetual  chastity.^*  A  fiew  of  thtse,  among  which 
we  may  reckon  the  learned  Origen,  judged  it  the  most  pru- 
dent to  disarm  the  tempter.^^  Some  were  insensible  and  some 
were  invincible  against  the  assaults  of  the  flesh.  Disdaining 
an  ignominious  flight,  the  virgins  of  the  warm  climate  of  Africa 
encountered  the  enemy  in  the  closest  engagement ;  they  per- 
mitted priests  and  deacons  to  share  their  bed,  and  gloried 
amidst  the  flames  in  their  unsullied  purity.  But  insulted 
Nature  sometimes  vindicated  her  rights,  and  this  new  species 
of  martyrdom  served  only  to  introduce  a  new  scandal  into  the 
church.^"^     Among  the  Chris^tian  ascetics,  however,  (a  name 


**  See  a  chain  of  tradition,  from  Justin  Martyr  to  Jerome,  in  the 
Bdorale  des  P^res,  c.  iv.  6 — 26. 

**  See  a  very  curious  Dissertation  o*'.  the  Vestals,  in  the  M^moires 
de  rAcad6mie  des  Inscriptions,  torn.  iv.  p.  161 — 227.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  honors  and  rewards  which  were  bestowed  on  those  virgins,  it 
WQB  difficult  to  procure  a  sufficient  number ;  nor  cotdd  the  dread  of 
he  most  horrible  death  always  restrain  their  incontinence. 

^  Cupiditatem  procreandi  aut  unam  scimus  aut  nuUam.  ^Gnutiua 
Faelix,  c.  31.  Justin.  Apolog.  Major.  Athenagoras  in  Legat.  c.  28. 
Fertullian  de  Cultu  Fcemin.  I.  ii. 

**  Eusebius,  1.  vi.  8.  Before  the  fame  of  Origen  had  excited  envy 
uid  persecution,  this  extraordinary  action  was  rather  admired  than 
2ensured.  As  it  was  his  general  practice  to  allegorize  Scn])ture,  it 
icema  unfortunate  that  in  1^  instance  only,  he  should  have  itdopied 
the  literal  sense. 

*^  Cyprian.  Epist.  4,  and  DodweU,  Dissertat.  Cyprianic.  iii.  Soine- 
ihing  like  thin  rash   attempt  was  long   afterwards  imputed   to  Uw 
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which  they  soon  acquired  from  their  painful  exercise,)  man]/ 
B8  they  were  less  presumptuous,  were  probably  more  success 
ful.  The  loss  of  sensual  pleasure  was  supplied  and  compen 
sated  by  spiritual  pride.  Even  the  multitude  of  Pagans  were 
inclined  to  estimate  the  merit  of  the  sacrifice  by  its  apparent 
difiiculty  ;  and  it  was  in  the  praise  of  these  chaste  spouses  of 
Christ  ^at  the  fathers  have  poured  forth  the  troubled  stream 
of  their  eloquence.^^  Such  are  the  early  traces  of  monastic 
principles  and  institutions,  which,  in  a  subsequent  age,  have 
counterbalanced  all  the  temporal  advantages  of  Christianity.^' 
The  Christians  were  not  less  averse  to  the  business  than  to 
the  pleasures  of  this  world.  The  defence  of  our  persons  and 
property  they  knew  not  how  to  reconcile  with  the  patient  doc- 
trine which  enjoined  an  unlimited  forgiveness  of  past  injuries, 
and  commanded  them  to  invite  the  repetition  of  fresh  insults. 
Their  simplicity  was  offended  by  the  use  of  oaths,  by  the 
pomp  of  magistracy,  and  by  the  active  contention  of  public 
life ;  nor  could  their  humane  ignorance  be  convinced  ^at  it 
was  lawful  on  any  occasion  to  shed  the  blood  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  either  by  the  sword  of  justice,  or  by  that  of  war ; 
even  though  their  criminal  or  hostile  attempts  should  threaten 
the  peace  and  safety  of  the  whole  community.^®®  It  was 
acknowledged,  that,  under  a  less  perfect  law,  the  powers  of 
the  Jewish  constitution  had  been  exercised,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  Heaven,  by  inspired  prophets  and  by  anointed  kings. 
The  Christians  felt  and  confessed  that  such  institutions  migh 
be  necessary  for  the  present  system  of  the  world,  and  they 
cheerfully  submitted  to  the  authority  of  their  Pagan  governors. 
But  while  they  inculcated  the  maxims  of  passive  obedience, 
they  refused  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  civil  administration 

founder  of  the  order  of  Fontevrault.     Bayle  has  amuBed  himself 
and  his  readers  on  that  very  delicate  subject. 

**  Dupin  (Bibilothi&que  Ecdesiastique,  torn.  i.  p.  196)  gives  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  dialogue  of  the  ten  virgins,  as  it  was  composed 
by  Methodius,  Bishop  of  Tyre.  The  praises  of  virginity  are  exces- 
sive. 

**  The  Ascetics  (as  early  as  the  second  century)  made  a  public  pro 
fession  of  mortifying  their  bodies,  and  of  abstaining  from  the  use  ol 
flesh  and  wine.    Mosheim,  p.  310. 

^^  See  the  Morale  des  P^res.  The  same  patient  prinoipleB  navt 
seen  revived  since  the  Beformation  by  the  Socinians,  the  modem 
Anabaptists,  and  the  Quakers.  Barclay,  the  Apologist  of  the  Qua- 
kers, has  protected  his  brethren  by  the  authority  of  the  nnnutivc 
Christians :  p.  542—649. 

T 
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or  the  military  defence  of  the  empire.  Some  indulgence 
might,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  those  persoiw  who,  before  their 
conversion,  were  already  engaged  in  such  violent  and  san- 
guinary occupations ;  ^^^  but  it  was  impossible  that  the  Chris- 
tians, without  renouncing  a  more  sacred  duty,  could  assume 
the  character  of  soldiers,  of  magistrates,  or  of  princes.*®* 
This  indolent,  or  even  criminal  disregard  to  the  public  welfare, 
exposed  them  to  the  contempt  and  reproaches  of  the  Pagans, 
who  very  frequently  asked,  what  must  be  the  fate  of  the  em- 
pire, attacked  on  every  side  by  the  barbarians,  if  all  mankind 

»i  Tertullian,  Apolog.  c.  21.  De  IdololatriA,  c.  17,  18.  Origen 
contra  Celsum*  1.  v.  p.  253, 1.  vii.  p.  348,  1.  viii.  p.  423 — 428. 

i«  Tertnllian  (de  CoronA  Militis,  c.  11)  suggested  to  them  the 
expedient  of  deserting ;  a  counsel,  which,  if  it  had  been  generally 
known,  was  not  very  proper  to  conciliate  the  favor  of  the  emperort 
towards  the  Christian  sect.* 


*  There  it  nothing  which  ought  to  astonish  us  in  the  refusal  of  the 
primitiye  Christians  to  take  part  in  public  affairs ;  it  was  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  contrariety  of  their  principles  to  the  customs,  laws,  and 
active  Ufe  of  the  Pagan  world.  As  Christians,  they  could  not  enter  into 
the  senate,  which,  according  to  Gibbon  himself,  always  assembled  in  » 
temple  or  consecrated  place,  and  where  each  senator,  before  he  took  his 
seat,  made  a  libation  of  a  few  drops  of  wine,  and  burnt  incense  on  the 
altar ;  as  Christians,  they  could  not  assist  at  festivals  and  Banquets,  which 
always  terminated  with  hbations,  &c. ;  finally,  as  **  the  innumerable  deities 
and  rites  of  polytheism  were  closely  interwoven  with  every  circumstance 
of  public  ana  private  life,"  the  Christians  could  not  participate  in  them 
witnout  incurring,  according  to  their  principles,  the  guilt  of  impiety.  It 
was  then  much  less  by  an  effect  of  their  doctrine,  than  by  the  consequence 
of  their  situation,  that  they  stood  aloof  fh)m  public  business.  Whenevet 
this  situation  offered  no  impediment,  they  showed  as  much  activi^  as  the 
Pagans.  Proinde,  says  Justin  Martyr,  (Apol.  c.  17,)  nos  solum  Deum 
adoramus,  et  vobis  in  rebus  aliis  Iseti  inservimus.  —  0. 

This  latter  passage,  M.  Guizot  quotes  in  Latin ;  if  he  had  consulted  the 
original,  he  would  have  found  it  to  be  altogether  irrelevant :  it  merely 
relates  to  the  payment  of  taxes.  —  M. 

Tertullian  does  not  suggest  to  the  soldiers  the  expedient  qfdeeeriiiw;  he 
says,  that  they  ought  to  be  constantly  on  their  guard  to  do  nothing  during 
their  service  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  and  to  resolve  to  suffer  mutyrdom 
rather  than  submit  to  a  base  compliance,  or  openly  to  renounce  the  service. 
(  De  Cor.  Mil.  ii.  p.  127.)  He  does  not  positively  decide  that  the  military 
service  is  not  permitted  to  Christians ;  he  ends,  indeed,  by  saying,  Futa 
denique  lieere  militiam  usque  ad  causam  coronae.  —  G. 

M.  Ghiiiot  is,  I  think,  again  unfortunate  in  his  defence  of  TertulUan. 
That  father  says,  that  many  Christian  soldiers  had  deserted,  aut  deseren- 
dum  statim  sit,  ut  a  multia  actum.  The  latter  sentence,  Puta,  &e.,  &c,, 
is  a  eoncession  for  the  sake  of  argument:  what  follows  is  more  to  ths 
puzpose. — M. 

Manv  other  passages  of  Tertullian  prove  that  the  army  was  full  of  Chriff 
tians,  Restemi  sumus  et  vestra  omnia  implevimuekurbes,  insulas.  castella, 
municipia,  oouciliabula,  ecuira  ip$a.    (Apol.  c.  97.)     Navigamus  et  not 
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■hould  ftdopt  the  pusillanimous  sentimentB  of  the  new  tect.  ^^ 
To  this  insulting  question  the  .Christian  apologists  returned 
obscure  and  ambiguous  answers,  as  they  were  unwilling  to 
reveal  the  secret  cause  of  their  security  ;  the  expectation  that, 
before  tht?  conversion  of  mankind  was  accomplished,  war, 
governme.1t,  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  world  itself,  would 
be  no  more.  It  may  be  observed,  that,  in  this  instance  like* 
wise,  the  situation  of  the  first  Christians  coincided  very  hap- 
pily with  their  religious  scruples,  and  that  their  aversion  to  an 
active  Ufe  contributed  rather  to  excuse  them  from  the  servicei 
than  to  exclude  them  from  the  honors,  of  the  state  and  army. 
V.  But  the  human  character,  however  it  may  be  exalted  or 
depressed  by  a  temporary  enthusiasm,  will  return  by  degrees 
to  its  proper  and  natural  level,  and  will  resume  those  passions 
that  seem  the  most  adapted  to  its  present  condition.  The 
primitive  Christians  were  dead  to  the  business  and  pleasures 
of  the  world ;  but  their  love  of  action,  which  could  never  be 
entirely  extinguished,  soon  revived,  and  found  a  new  occupa- 
tion in  the  government  of  the  church.  A  separate  society 
which  attacked  the  established  religion  of  the  empire,  was 
obliged  to  adopt  some  form  of  mtemal  policy,  and  to  appoint  a 
sufficient  number  of  ministers,  mtrusted  not  only  with  the 
spiritual  functions,  but  even  with  the  temporal  direction  of  the 
Christian  commonwealth.  The  safety  of  that  society,  its 
honor,  its  aggrandizement,  were  productive,  even  in  the  most 
pious  minds,  of  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  such  as  the  first  of  the 
Romans  had  felt  for  the  republic,  and  sometimes  of  a  similar 
indifference,  in  the  use  of  whatever  means  might  probably 
conduce  to  so  desirable  an  end.  The  ambition  of  raising 
themselves  or  their  friends  to  the  honors  and  offices  of  the 
church,  was  disguised  by  the  laudable  intention  of  devoting 
to  the  public  benefit  the  power  and  consideration,  which,  foi 

^^  As  well  as  we  can  judge  from  the  mutilated  representatLoxi  of 
Origen,  (1.  viii.  p.  423,)  his  adversary,  Celsus,  had  urged  his  objeo- 
tion  with  great  force  and  candor. 


f  obiscum  et  miUtamut.    (c.  42.)    Origeni  in  truth,  appears  to  tiaye  mai& 
udned  a  more  riffid  opinion,  (Cont.  Cels.  1.  Tiii. ;)  but  he  has  often  renounced 
this  exaggerated  severity,  perhaps  necessary  to  produce  great  results,  and 
lie  speaks  of  the  profession  of  arms  as  an  honorable  one.    (1.  iv.  c.  218.) 
— G. 

On  these  points  Christian  opinion,  it  should  seem,  was  much  divided 
Tertullian,  when  he  wrote  the  De  Cor.  Mil.,  was  evidently  melining  U 
more  ascetic  opinions,  and  Origen  was  of  the  same  class.    See  Neander 
voL  L  part  iL  p.  905,  edit.  1828.  ^  M 
26* 
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tha^  purpose  only,  it  became  their  duty  to  solicit  In  the  ex 
erciae  of  their  functions,  they  were  frequently  called  upon  to 
detect  the  errors  of  heresy  or  the  arts  of  faction,  to  oppose 
the  designs  of  perfidious  brethren,  to  stigmatize  their  charac- 
ters with  deserved  infamy,  and  to  expel  them  from  the  bosom 
of  a  society  whose  peace  and  happiness  they  had  attempted 
to  distjrb.  The  ecclesiastical  governors  of  the  Christians 
were  taught  to  unite  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  with  the  inno- 
cence of  the  dove ;  but  as  the  former  was  refined,  so  the  lat- 
ter was  insensibly  corrupted,  by  the  habits  of  government  In 
the  church  as  well  as  in  the  world,  the  persons  who  were 
placed  in  any  public  station  rendered  themselves  considerable 
by  their  eloquence  and  firmness,  by  their  knowledge  of  man- 
kind, and  by  their  dexterity  in  business ;  and  while  they  con- 
cealed from  others,  and  perhaps  from  themselves,  the  secret 
motives  of  their  conduct,  they  too  frequently  relapsed  into  all 
the  turbulent  passions  of  active  life,  which  were  tinctured  with 
an  additional  degree  of  bitterness  and  obstinacy  from  the 
infusion  of  spiritual  zeal. 

The  government  of  the  church  has  often  been  the  subject, 
as  well  as  the  prize,  of  religious  contention.  The  hostile  dis- 
putants of  Rome,  of  Paris,  of  Oxford,  and  of  Geneva,  have 
alike  struggled  to  reduce  the  primitive  and  apostolic  model  ^^ 
lo  the  respective  standards  of  their  own  policy.  The  few  who 
have  pursued  this  inquiry  with  more  candor  and  impartiality, 
are  of  opinion,^^*  that  the  apostles  declined  the  office  of  legis- 
lation, and  rather  chose  to  endure  some  partial  scandals  and 
divisions,  than  to  exclude  the  Christians  of  a  future  age  from 
the  liberty  of  varying  their  forms  of  ecclesiastical  government 
according  to  the  changes  of  times  and  circumstances.  The 
scheme  of  policy,  which,  under  their  approbation,  was  adopted 
for  the  use  of  the  first  century,  may  be  discovered  from  the 
practice  of  Jerusalem,  of  Ephesus,  or  of  Corinth.  The  soci- 
eties which  were  instituted  in  the  cities  of  the  Roman  empire, 
were  united  only  by  the  ties  of  faith  and  charity.  Independ- 
ence and  equality  formed  the  basis  of  their  internal  conati- 


^^  The  aristocratif  d  party  in  France,  as  weU  as  in  England,  hot 
•trenuously  maintained  the  divine  origin  of  bishops.  But  the  Cal- 
rinistical  presbyters  were  impatient  of  a  superior ;  and  the  Roman 
Pontiff  refused  to  acknowledge  an  equaL    See  Fra  Paolo. 

^  In  the  history  of  the  Christian  hierarchy  I  have,  for  tlM  mosi 
part  foUowed  the  learned  and  candid  Moeheim. 
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mtion.  The  want  of  discipline  and  human  learning  waft 
supplied  by  the  occasional  assistance  of  the  'propheU^^  who 
were  called  to  that  function  without  distinction  of  age,  of  sex,* 
or  of  natural  abilities,  and  who,  as  often  as  they  felt  the 
divine  impulse,  poured  forth  the  effusions  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
assembly  of  the  faithful.  But  these  extraordinary  gifts  were 
frequently  abused  or  misapplied  by  the  prophetic  teacherau 
rhey  displayed  them  at  an  improper  season,  presumptuously 
disturbed  the  service  of  the  assembly,  and,  by  their  pride  of 
»Tiistaken  zeal,  they  introduced,  particularly  into  the  apostolic 
church  of  Corinth,  a  long  and  melancholy  train  of  disorders.*^ 
As  the  institution  of  prophets  became  useless,  and  even  per- 
nicious, their  powers  were  withdrawn,  and  their  office  abol- 
ished. The  public  functions  of  religion  were  solely  intrusted 
to  the  established  ministers  of  the  church,  the  bishops  and  the 
presbyters  ;  two  appellations  which,  in  their  first  origin,  appeal 

m,    I     ■■— ^W— ■        ■»■■■■      ■■■■.—■  Ml  I    1,^^,  ,   ^M^— — — ^— ^ta^—— ^— ^  ■      ■»■■■     ■   ■   ■  ■  — ^— ^^^M^M^M^^^^^^^Wi^^fc 

*^  For  the  prophets  of  the  primitiye  church,  see  Mosheim,  Disser- 
tationes  ad  Hist.  Eccles.  pertinentes,  torn.  iL  p.  132 — 208. 

*^  See  the  epistles  of  St.  Paul,  and  of  Clemens,  to  the  Corinth 
ians.t 


*  St.  Paul  distinctly  reproyes  the  intrusion  of  females  into  the  prophetie 
office.    1  Cor.  xiv.  34,  36.    1  Tim.  ii.  11.  —  M. 

t  The  first  ministers  established  in  the  church  were  the  deacons, 
appointed  at  Jerusalem,  seyen  in  number ;  they  were  charged  with  the 
distribution  of  the  alms  :  even  females  had  a  share  in  this  emnloyment. 
After  the  deacons  came  the  elders  or  priests,  {nptafiirrtpoi,)  chargea  with  the 
maintenance  of  order  and  decorum  in  the  community,  and  to  act  every 
where  in  its  name.  The  bishops  were  afterwards  charged  to  watch  oyer 
the  faith  and  the  instruction  of  the  disciples,  the  apostles  themseWes 
appointed  several  bishops.  TertuUian,  (adv.  Marium,  c.  y.,)  Clement  of 
Alexandria,  and  many  fathers  of  the  second  and  third  century,  do  not 
permit  us  to  doubt  this  fact.  The  equality  of  rank  between  these  different 
ninctionaries  did  not  prevent  their  functions  being,  even  in  their  origin,  dis- 
tinct ;  they  became  subsequently  still  more  so .  See  Plank,  Geschichte  der 
Christ.  Kirch.  Yerfassung.,  vol.  i.  p.  24.  —  O. 

On  this  extremely  obscure  subject,  which  has  been  so  much  perplexed 
by  passion  and  interest,  it  is  impossible  to  justify  any  opinion  without  en- 
tenng  into  long  and  controyersial  details.  It  must  be  admitted,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Plank,  that  in  the  New  Testament,  the  words  npev^ripot  and 
9ni0K6ttos  are  sometimes  indiscriminately  used.  (Acts  xx.  y.  17,  comp.  with 
28  Tit.  i.  6  and  7-  Philip,  i.  1.)  But  it  is  as  clear,  that  as  soon  as  we  can 
discern  the  form  of  church  government,  at  the  period  closely  borderins 
apon,  if  not  within,  the  apostolic  age,  it  appears  with  a  bishop  at  the  head 
of  each  community,  holding  some  superiority  over  the  presbyters.  Whether 
he  was,  as  Gibbon  from  Mosheim  supposes,  merely  an  elective  head  of  the 
Coll«|e  of  Presbyters,  (for  this  we  have,  in  fact,  no  valid  authori^,;  or 
whether  his  distinct  functions  were  established  on  apostolic  authonty,  ii 
■till  contested  The  universal  submission  to  this  episcopacy,  in  every  part 
sf  the  Christian  world,  appears  to  me  strongly  to  favor  the  latter  view. —  M 
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to  have  distinguished  the  same  office  and  the  same  order  of 
uersons.  The  name  of  Presbyter  was  expressive  of  their  age% 
or  rather  of  their  gravity  and  wisdom.  The  title  of  Bishop 
denoted  their  inspection  over  the  fai^h  and  manners  of  the 
Christians  who  were  committed  to  their  pastoral  care.  In  pro- 
portion to  the  respective  numbers  of  the  faithful,  a  larger  or 
smaller  number  of  these  episcopal  presbyters  guided  each 

infant  congregation  with  equal  authority  and  with  united 
counsels.i^s 

But  the  most  perfect  equality  of  freedom  requires  the  direct- 
ing hand  of  a  superior  magistrate  :  and  the  order  of  public 
deliberations  soon  introduces  the  office  of  a  president,  invested 
at  least  with  the  authority  of  collecting  the  sentiments,  and  of 
executing  the  resolutions,  of  the  assembly.  A  regard  for  the 
public  tranquillity,  which  would  so  frequently  have  been  in- 
terrupted by  annual  or  by  occasional  elections,  induced  the 
primitive  Christians  to  constitute  an  honorable  and  perpetual 
magistracy,  and  to  choose  one  of  the  wisest  and  most  holy 
among  their  presbyters  to  execute,  during  his  life,  the  duties 
of  their  ecclesiastical  governor.  It  was  under  these  circum- 
stances that  the  lofty  title  of  Bishop  began  to  raise  itself 
above  the  humble  appellation  of  Presbyter ;  and  while  the 
latter  remained  the  most  natural  distinction  for  the  memberv 
of  every  Christian  senate,  the  former  was  appropiiated  to  the 
dignity  of  its  new  president.*^  The  advantages  of  this  epis- 
copal form  of  government,  which  appears  to  have  been  intro- 
dueed  before  the  end  of  the  first  century ,^^^  were  so  obvious 
and  so  important  for  the  future  greatness,  as  well  as  the  pres- 
ent peace,  of  Christianity,  that  it  was  adopted  without  delay 
by  all  the  societies  which  were  already  scattered  over  the 


*^  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  1.  yii. 

>^  See  Jerome  ad  Titxiin,  c.  i.  and  Epistol.  85,  (in  the  Benedictine 
edition,  101,)  and  the  elaborate  apology  of  Blondel,  pro  sententid 
Hieronymi.  The  ancient  state,  as  it  is  described  by  Jerome,  of  the 
bishop  and  presbyters  of  Alexandria,  receives  a  remarkable  confir- 
mation from  the  patriarch  Eutychius,  (Annal.  torn.  L  p.  330,  Vers. 
Pocock ;)  whose  testimony  I  know  not  how  to  reject,  m  spite  of  all 
the  objections  of  the  learned  Pearson  in  his  Yindiciie  l^natianse  part 
i.  c.  U. 

**^  See  the  introduction  to  the  Apocalypse.  Bishops,  under  the 
name  of  angels,  were  already  instituted  in  the  seven  cities  of  Asia. 
And  yet  the  epistle  of  Clemens  (which  is  probably  of  as  ancient 
■  iaXe)  does  not  lead  us  to  discover  any  tracee  of  episcopacy  iithei 
•t  Corinth  or  Eome. 


aF   THE   ROMAN    EMPIRE.  557 

empire,  had  acquired  m  a  very  3arly  period  the  sanction  of 
antiquity ,m  and  is  still  revered  by  the  most  powerful  churches, 
both  of  the  East  and  of  the  West,  as  a  primitive  and  even  aa 
a  divine  establishment.^***  It  is  needless  to  observe,  that  the 
pious  and  humble  presbyters,  who  were  first  dignified  with 
the  episcopal  title,  could  not  possess,  and  would  probably  have 
rejected,  the  power  and  pomp  which  now  encircles  the  tiara 
of  the  Roman  pontiff,  or  the  mitre  of  a  German  prelate. 
But  we  may  define,  in  a  few  words,  the  narrow  limits  of  their 
original  jurisdiction,  which  was  chiefly  of  a  spiritual,  though 
in  some  instances  of  a  temporal  nature.^ ^^  It  consisted  in 
the  administration  of  the  sacraments  and  discipline  of  the 
church,  the  superintendency  of  religious  ceremonies,  which 
imperceptibly  increased  in  number  and  variety,  the  consecra* 
tion  of  ecclesiastical  ministers,  to  whom  the  bishop  assigned 
their  respective  functions,  the  management  of  the  public  fund, 
and  the  determination  of  all  such  differences  as  the  faithful 
were  unwilling  to  expose  before  the  tribunal  of  an  idolatrous 
judge.  These  powers,  during  a  short  period,  were  exercised 
according  to  the  advice  of  3ie  presbyteral  college,  and  with 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  assembly  of  Christians. 
The  primitive  bishops  were  considered  only  as  the  first  of 
their  equals,  and  the  honorable  servants  of  a  free  people. 
Whenever  the  episcopal  chair  became  vacant  by  deatl'%  a  new 
president  was  chosen  among  the  presbyters  by  the  suffrage  of 
the  whole  congregation,  every  member  of  which  supposed 
himself  invested  with  a  sacred  and  sacerdotal  character.**^ 

'^'  Nulla  Ecolesia  sine  Episoopo,  has  been  a  fact  aa  well  as  a  max- 
im since  the  time  of  Tertullian  and  Irensus. 

"'  After  we  have  passed  the  difficulties  of  the  first  century,  we 
find  the  episcopal  govemment  unirersally  established,  till  it  was 
interrupted  by  the  republican  genius  of  the  Swiss  and  German 
reformers. 

"^  See  Mosheim  in  the  first  and  second  centuries.  Ignatius  (ad 
Smymeeos,  c.  3,  &o.)  is  fond  of  exalting  the  episcopal  dignity.  Le 
Clerc  (Hist.  Ecdes.  p.  569)  yery  bluntly  censures  his  conduct. 
Mosheim,  with  a  more  critical  judgment,  (p.  161,)  suspects  the  purity 
even  of  the  smaller  epistles. 

"^  Nonne  et  Laici  sacerdotes  sumus?*  Tertullian,  Exhort,  ad 
Castitat.  c.  7.  As  the  human  heart  is  still  the  same,  several  of  the 
observations  which  Mr.  Hume  has  made  on  Enthusiasm  (^Essays,  vol 
L  p.  76,  quarto  edit.)  may  be  applied  even  to  real  inspiration. 


*  This  expression  was  employed  by  the  earlier  Christian  writers  in  t^« 
•eiis«  used  Dy  St.  Petei^  1  ]Bp.  iL  9.    It  was  the  sanctity  and  virtue,  b  «t 
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Such  was  the  mild  and  equal  constitution  by  which  Um> 
Christians  were  governed  more  than  a  hundred  years  aftei 
the  death  of  the  apostles.  Every  society  formed  within  itself 
a  separate  and  independent  republic  ;  and  although  the  most 
distant  of  these  little  states  maintained  a  mutual  as  well  as 
friendly  intercourse  of  letters  and  deputations,  the  Christian 
world  was  not  yet  connected  by  any  supreme  authority  oi 
legislative  assembly.  As  the  numbers  of  the  faithful  wen^ 
gradually  multiplied,  they  discovered  the  advantages  that 
might  result  from  a  closer  union  of  their  interest  and  designs. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  the  churches  of 
Greece  and  Asia  adopted  the  useful  institutions  of  provincial 
synods,*  and  they  may  justly  be  supposed  to  have  borrowed 
the  model  of  a  representative  council  from  the  celebrated  ex- 
amples of  their  own  country,  the  Amphictyons,  the  Achsan 
league,  or  the  assemblies  of  the  Ionian  cities.  It  was  soon 
established  as  a  custom  and  as  a  law,  that  the  bishops  of  the 
independent  churches  should  meet  in  the  capital  of  the  prov- 
ince at  the  stated  periods  of  spring  and  autumn.  Their  de- 
liberations were  assisted  by  the  advice  of  a  few  distinguished 
presbyters,  and  moderated  by  the  presence  of  a  listening  mul- 

titude.^^^     Their  decrees,  which  were  styled  Canons,  regulated 

. —  t ^ 

^^  Acta  CondL  Carthftg.  spud  Cyprian,  edit.  Fell,  p.  158.     This 
council  was  composed  of  eighty-seven  bishops  from  the  provinces  of 


the  power  of  the  priesthood,  in  which  all  Christians  were  to  be  equally 
iistinffuished.  —  M. 

*  The  s3mods  were  not  the  first  means  taken  by  the  insulated  churches 
to  enter  into  communion  and  to  assume  a  corporate  character.  The  dio- 
eetea  were  first  formed  by  the  union  of  several  country  churches  with  a 
church  in  a  city :  many  cnurches  in  one  city  uniting  among  themselves,  or 
Joining  a  more  consiaerable  church,  became  metropolitan.  The  dioceses 
were  not  formed  before  the  beginning  of  the  second  century :  before  that 
time  the  Christians  had  not  established  sufficient  churches  in  the  country 
to  stand  in  need  of  that  union.  It  is  towards  the  middle  of  the  same  cen- 
tury that  we  discover  the  first  traces  of  the  metropolitan  constitution. 
fProbably  the  country  churches  were  founded  in  general  by  missionaries 
nrom  those  in  the  city,  and  would  preserve  a  natural  connection  with  the 
|wrent  church.)  —  M. 

The  provincial  synods  did  not  commence  till  towards  the  middle  of  the 
third  century,  ana  were  not  the  first  synods.  History  gives  us  distinet 
notions  of  the  synods,  held  towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  at 
Bphesus,  at  Jerusalem,  at  Pontus,  and  at  Rome,  to  put  an  end  to  the  dis 
putes  which  had  arisen  between  the  Latin  and  Asiatic  churches  about  the 
eelebration  of  Easter.  But  these  synods  were  not  subject  to  any  regular 
form  or  periodical  return ;  this  regularity  was  first  established  with  the 
provincial  synods,  which  were  fonned  by  a  union  of  the  bishops  of  a  dis- 
trict, subject  to  a  metropolitan.  Plank,  p.  9C.  Oeschlchte  atr  Christ 
Kirth  Verfassung.  —  O. 
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9veiy  important  controversy  of  faith  und  discipline;  end  ii 
vras  natural  to  believe  that  a  liberal  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
would  be  poured  on  the  united  assembly  of  the  delegates  of 
the  Christian  people.  The  institution  of  synods  was  so  woll 
suited  to  private  ambition,  and  to  public  interest,  that  in  the 
space  of  a  few  years  it  was  received  throughout  the  whole 
empire.  A  regular  correspondence  was  established  between 
the  provincial  councils,  which  mutually  communicated  and 
approved  their  respective  proceedings  ;  and  the  catholic 
church  soon  assumed  the  form,  and  acquired  the  strength,  of 
a  great  fcederative  republic.^^^ 

As  the  legislative  authority  of  the  particular  churches  was 
insensibly  superseded  by  the  use  of  councils,  the  bishops  oh- 
tained  by  their  alliance  a  much  larger  share  of  executive  and 
arbitrary  power ;  and  as  soon  as  they  were  connected  by  a 
sense  of  their  common  interest,  they  were  enabled  to  attack, 
with  united  vigor,  the  original  rights  of  their  clergy  and  people. 
The  prelates  of  the  third  century  imperceptibly  changed  the 
language  of  exhortation  into  that  of  command,  scattered  the 
seeds  of  future  usurpations,  and  supplied,  by  scripture  allego- 
ries and  declamatory  rhetoric,  their  deficiency  of  force  and  of 
reason.  They  exalted  the  unity  and  power  of  the  church,  as 
it  was  represented  in  the  episcopal  office,  of  which  every 
bishop  enjoyed  an  equal  and  undivided  portion-^^"^  Princes 
and  magistrates,  it  was  often  repeated,  might  boast  an  earthly 
claim  to  a  transitory  dominion  ;  it  was  the  episcopal  authority 
alone  which  was  derived  from  the  Deity,  and  extended  itself 
over  this  and  over  another  world.  The  bishops  were  the  vice- 
gerents of  Christ,  the  successors  of  the  apostles,  and  the  mystic 
substitutes  of  the  high  priest  of  the  Mosaic  law.  Their  exclu 
sive  privilege  of  conferring  the  sacerdotal  character,  invaded 
the  freedom  both  of  clerical  and  of  popular  elections  ;  and  if, 
in  the  administration  of  the  church,  they  still  consulted  the 
judgment  of  the  presbyters,  or  the  inclination  of  the  people, 
they  most  carefully  inculcated  the  merit  of  such  a  voluntary 
condescension.     The  bishops  acknowledged  the  supreme  au- 

U&uritania,  Niimidia,  and  Africa;  some  presbyters  and  deacona 
wsisted  at  the  assembly ;  prssente  plebis  maximA  parte. 

"*  Aguntur  prseterea  per  Grsecias  illas,  certis  in  locis  concilia,  &c 
fertullian  de  Jejuniis,  c.  13.  The  African  mentions  it  as  a  recent 
&nd  foreign  institution.  The  coalition  of  the  Christian  churches  ii 
rery  ably  (ucplained  by  Mosheim,  p.  164 — 170. 

>'^  Cyprian,  io  his  admired  treAtise  De  Unitate  Ecolesiae,  p.  76 — 8f 
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thority  ^  hich  resided  in  the  assembly  of  their  brethren ;  bui 
in  the  government  of  his  peculiar  diocese,  each  of  them  exact- 
ed from  his^c^  the  same  implicit  o'jedience  as  if  that  favor- 
ite metaphor  had  been  literally  just,  and  as  if  the  shepherd 
had  been  of  a  more  exalted  nature  than  that  of  his  sheep.^^* 
This  obedience,  however,  was  not  imposed  without  some 
efforts  on  one  side,  and  some  resistance  on  the  other.  The 
democratical  part  of  the  constitution  was,  in  many  places,  very 
warmly  supported  by  the  zealous  or  interested  opposition  of 
the  inferior  clergy.  But  their  patriotism  received  the  ignom.n- 
ious  epithets  of  faction  and  schism ;  and  the  episcopal  cause 
was  indebted  for  its  rapid  progress  to  the  labors  of  many  ac* 
tive  prelates,  who,  like  Cyprian  of  Carthage,  could  reconcile 
the  arts  of  the  most  ambitious  statesman  with  the  Christian 
virtues  which  seem  adapted  to  the  character  of  a  saint  and 
martyr.ii^ 

The  same  causes  which  at  first  had  destroyed  the  equality 
of  the  presbyters  introduced  among  the  bishops  a  preeminence 
of  rank,  and  from  thence  a  superiority  of  jurisdiction.  As 
of\en  as  in  the  spring  and  autumn  they  met  in  provincial 
synod,  the  difference  of  personal  merit  and  reputation  was  very 
sensibly  felt  among  the  members  of  the  assembly,  and  the 
multitude  was  governed  by  the  wisdom  and  eloquence  of  the 
few.  But  the  order  of  public  proceedings  required  a  more 
regular  and  less  invidious  distinction  ;  the  office  of  perpetual 
presidents  m  the  councils  of  each  province  was  conferred  on 
the  bishops  of  the  principal  city ;  and  these  aspiring  prelates, 
who  soon  acquired  the  lofty  titles  of  Metropolitans  and  Pri- 
mates, secretly  prepared  themselves  to  usurp  over  their  epis- 
copal  brethren  the  same  authority  which  the  bishops  had  so 
lately  assumed  above  the  college  of  presbyters.!^  Nor  was 
it  long  before  an  emulation  of  preeminence  and  power  pre- 
vailed among  the  Metropolitans  themselves,  each  of  them 

"•  We  may  appeal  to  the  wixole  tenor  of  Cyprian'g  conduct,  of  hi» 
doctrine,  and  of  his  epistles.  Le  Clerc,  in  a  short  life  of  Cyprianj 
3iblioth^que  TJniverselle,  torn.  xii.  p.  207—378,)  has  laid  him  open 
irith  great  freedom  and  accuracy. 

**'  If  NovatuB,  Felicissimus,  &c.,  whom  the  Bishop  of  CarthAS« 
expelled  from  his  church,  and  from  Africa,  were  not  the  most  detesi- 
iible  monsters  of  wickedness,  the  zeal  of  Cyprian  must  occasionally 
aave  prevailed  over  his  veracity.  For  a  very  just  accoimt  of  thest 
obscure  quarrels,  see  Mosheim,  p.  497 — 512. 

'*^  Mosheim,  p.    269,  674.      Dupin,  Antiquie  Ecoles    I>isoiplii> 
p.  19,  20. 
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affecting  t^  display,  in  the  most  pompous  terms,  the  tempore) 
nonors  and  advantages  of  the  city  over  which  he  presided 
the  numbers  and  opulence  of  the  Christians  who  were  subject 
to  their  pastoral  care  ;  the  saints  and  martyrs  who  had  arisen 
among  them ;  and  the  purity  with  which  they  preserved  the 
tradition  of  the  faith,  as  it  had  been  transmitted  through  a  series 
of  orthodox  bishops  from  the  apostle  or  the  apostolic  disciple, 
to  whom  the  foundation  of  their  church  was  -ascribea,**^ 
Prom  every  cause,  either  of  a  civil  or  of  an  ecclesiastical 
nature,  it  was  easy  to  foresee  that  Rome  must  enjoy  the 
respect,  and  would  soon  claim  the  obedience,  of  the  provinces. 
The  society  of  the  faithful  bore  a  just  proportion  to  the  capital 
of  the  empire ;  and  the  Roman  church  was  the  greatest,  the 
most  numerous,  and,  in  regard  to  the  West,  the  most  ancient 
of  all  the  Christian  establishments,  many  of  which  had  received 
their  religion  from  the  pious  labors  of  her  missionaries.  In- 
stead of  one  apostolic  founder,  the  utmost  boast  of  Antioch, 
of  Ephesus,  or  of  Corinth,  the  banks  of  the  Tyber  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  honored  with  the  preaching  and  martyr- 
dom of  the  two  most  eminent  among  the  apostles ;  ^^  and  the 
bishops  of  Rome  very  prudently  claimed  the  inheritance  of 
whatsoever  prerogatives  were  attributed  either  to  the  person  or 
to  the  office  of  St.  Peter.i«3     The  bishops  of  Italy  and  of  the 


"^  Tertullian,  in  a  distiiiot  treatise,  has  pleaded  against  the  heretics, 
the  ri^t  of  prescription,  as  it  was  held  by  the  apostolic  churches. 

*•*  The  journey  of  St.  Peter  to  Eome  is  mentioned  by  most  of  the 
ancients,  (see  Eusebius,  ii.  25,)  maintained  by  all  the  Catholics,  allowed 
by  some  Protestants,  (see  Pearson  and  Dodwell  de  Success.  Epis- 
cop.  Roman,)  but  has  been  vigorously  attacked  by  Spanheim,  (Miscel- 
lanea Sacra,  iiL  3.)  According  to  Father  Hardouin,  the  monks  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  who  composed  the  ^neid,  represented  St.  Petei 
under  the  allegorical  character  of  the  Trojan  hero.* 

'**  It  is  in  French  only  that  the  famous  allusion  to  St  Peter's 
name  is  exact.  Tu  es  Pierre,  et  but  cette  pierre,  —  The  same  ia  imper- 
fect in  Ghreek,  Latin,  Italian,  &c.,  and  totally  unintelligible  in  our 
Teutonie  languages.t 

*  It  is  quite  clear  that,  strictly  speaking,  the  church  of  Rome  was  not 
founded  by  either  of  these  a^stles.  St.  I^aul'a  Epistle  to  the  Romans 
proves  unaeniably  the  flourishmg  state  of  the  church  before  his  yisit  to  the 
eity ;  and  many  Itoman  Catholic  writers  have  given  up  the  impracticable 
taisk  of  reconciling  with  chronology  any  visit  of  St.  Peter  to  Rome  befort 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Claudius,  or  the  beginning  of  that  of  Nero.  —  M. 

t  It  is  exact  in  Syro-Chaldaic,  the  language  in  which  it  was  spoken  by 
/esus  Christ.  (St.  Matt,  x^  17.)  Peter  was  called  Cephas;  aad  th« 
word  etpba  signifies  base,  foundation,  rock.  —  O. 
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provinces  weie  disposed  to  allow  them  a  primacy  of  order  and 
association  (such  was  their  very  accurate  expression)  in  the 
Christian  aristocracy. ^^^  But  the  power  of  a  monarch  was 
rejected  with  abhorn3.ice,  and  the  aspiring  genius  of  Rom^ 
experienced  from  the  nations  of  Asia  and  Africa  a  more  vigor 
ous  resistance  to  her  spiritual,  than  she  had  formerly  done  to 
her  temporal,  dominion.  The  patriotic  Cyprian,  who  ruled 
with  the  most  absolute  sway  the  church  of  Carthage  and  the 
provincial  synods,  opposed  with  resolution  and  success  the  am* 
bition  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  artfully  connected  his  own  cause 
with  that  of  the  eastern  bishops,  and,  like  Hannibal,  sought 
out  new  allies  in  the  heart  of  Asia.^^s  jf  tj^ig  Puoic  war  was 
earned  on  without  any  effusion  of  blood,  it  was  owing  much 
less  to  the  moderation  than  to  the  weakness  of  the  conten'iing 
prelates.  Invectives  and  excommunications  were  their  only 
weapons  ;  and  these,  during  the  progress  of  the  whole  contro- 
versy, they  hurled  against  each  other  with  equal  fury  and  de- 
votion. The  hard  necessity  of  censuring  either  a  pope,  or  a 
saint  and  martyr,  distresses  the  modern  Catholics  whenever 
they  are  obliged  to  relate  the  particulars  of  a  dispute  in  which 
the  champions  of  religion  indulged  such  passions  as  seem 
<nuch  more  adapted  to  the  senate  or  to  the  camp.^^ 

The  progress  of  the  ecclesiastical  authority  gave  birth  to 
the  memorable  distinction  of  the  laity  and  of  the  clergy,  which 
had  been  unknown  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans.^^  The  former 
of  these  appellations  comprehended  the  body  of  the  Christian 
people ;  the  latter,  according  to  the  signification  of  the  word, 
was  appropriated  to  the  chosen  portion  that  had  been  set  apart 
for  the  service  of  religion ;  a  celebrated  order  of  men,  which 
has  furnished  the  most  important,  though  not  always  the  most 
edifying,  subjects  for  modem  history.  Their  mutual  hostilities 
sometimes  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  infant  church,  but  their 

^**  Irenseus  adv.  Hasreses,  iii.  3.  Tertullian  de  Pnescription.  o.  36, 
«nd  Cyprian  Epistol.  27,  66,  71,  75.  Le  Glerc  (Hist.  Ecdes.  p.  764) 
and  Mosheim  (p.  258,  578)  labor  in  the  interpretation  of  these  pas- 
(tages.  But  the  loose  and  rhetorical  style  of  the  fathers  often  appears 
favorable  to  the  pretensions  of  Borne. 

''^  See  the  sharp  epistle  from  Firmilianus,  bishop  of  CSsesarea,  to 
Stephen,  bishop  of  Home,  ap.  Cyprian.  Epistol.  75. 

^'^  Concerning  this  dispute  of  the  rebaptism  of  heretics,  see  the 
epistles  of  Cyprian,  and  the  seventh  book  of  Eusebius. 

^^  For  the  origin  of  these  words,  see  Mosheim,  p.  141.  Spanheim, 
Hist.  Ecclesiast.  p.  633.  The  distinction  of  Clenu  and  Laicus  waf 
tstablished  before  the  time  of  Tertullian. 
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eeal  and  activity  were  umted  in  the  common  cause,  and  the 
love  of  power,  which  (under  the  most  artful  disguises)  could 
msinuate  itself  into  the  breasts  'of  bishops  and  martyrs, 
animated  them  to  increase  the  number  of  their  subjects,  and 
to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  Christian  empire.  They  were 
destitute  of  any  temporal  force,  and  they  were  for  a  long  time 
discouraged  and  oppressed,  rather  than  assisted,  by  the  civil 
magistrate ;  but  they  had  acquired,  and  they  employed  within 
their  own  society,  the  two  most  efficacious  instruments  of 
government,  rewards  and  punishments ;  the  former  derived 
^m  the  pious  liberality,  the  latter  from  the  devout  apprehen- 
sions, of  the  faithful. 

I.  The  community  of  goods,  which  had  so  agreeably  amused 
the  imagination  of  Plato,^^  and  which  subsisted  in  some  degree 
among  the  austere  sect  of  the  Essenians,^^  was  adopted  for 
a  short  time  in  the  primitive  church.  The  fervor  of  the  first 
proselytes  prompted  them  to  sell  those  worldly  possessions, 
which  they  despised,  to  lay  the  price  of  them  at  the  feet  of 
the  apostles,  and  to  content  themselves  with  receiving  an  equal 
share  out  of  the  general  distribution. ^^^  The  progress  of  the 
Christian  religion  relaxed,  and  gradually  abolished,  this  gen- 
erous institution,  which,  in  hands  less  pure  than  those  of  the 
apostles,  would  too  soon  have  been  corrupted  and  abused  by 
the  returning  selfishness  of  human  nature  ;  and  the  converts 
who  embraced  the  new  religion  were  permitted  to  retain  the 
possession  of  their  patrimony,  to  receive  legacies  and  inher- 
itances, and  to  increase  their  separate  property  by  all  the 
lawful  means  of  trade  and  industiy.  Instead  of  an  absolute 
sacrifice,  a  moderate  proportion  was  accepted  by  the  ministers 
of  the   gospel ;  and  in  their  weekly  or  monthly  assemblies. 


>*>  The  community  instituted  by  Plato  is  more  perfect  than  that 
which  Sir  Thomas  More  had  imagined  for  his  Utopia.  The  commu- 
nity of  women,  and  that  of  temporal  goods,  may  be  considered  as 
inseparable  parts  of  the  same  system. 

"*  Joseph.  Antiquitat.  zviii  2.    PhUo,  deYit.  Contemplatiy. 

^^  See  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  c.  2,  4»  6,  with  Ghrotius's  Com- 
mentary. Mosheim,  in  a  particiilar  dissertation,  attacks  the  common 
opinion  with  very  inconclusive  arguments.* 


*  This  is  not  the  general  judgment  on  Mosheim's  learned  dissertation. 
There  is  no  trace  in  the  latter  part  of  the  New  Testament  of  this  commu- 
lity  of  goods,  and  many  distinct  proofs  of  the  contrary.  All  ezhortationi 
to  almsgrring  would  hare  been  unmeaning  if  property  had  been  in  com- 
nion.  —  M. 
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every  believer,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  occaflion,  and 
the  measure  of  his  wealtl\^  and  piety,  presented  his  voluntary 
offering  for  the  us 3  of  the  common  fund.**^  Nothing,  how- 
ever inconsiderable,  was  refused  ;  but-  it  was  diligently  incul- 
cated, that,  in  the  article  of  Tithes,  the  Mosaic  law  was  still 
of  divine  obligation ;  and  that  since  the  Jews,  under  a  lees 
perfect  discipline,  had  been  commanded  to  pay  a  tenth  part  of 
all  that  they  possessed,  it  would  become  the  disciples  of  Christ 
to  distinguish  themselves  by  a  superior  degree  of  libemlity,** 
and  to  acquire  some  merit  by  resigning  a  superfluous  treasure, 
which  must  so  soon  be  annihilated  with  the  world  itself. ^^ 
it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  the  revenue  of  each 
particular  church,  which  was  of  so  uncertain  and  fluctuating 
a  nature,  must  have  varied  with  the  poverty  or  the  opulence 
of  the  faithful,  as  they  were  dispersed  in  obscure  villages,  or 
collected  in  the  great  cities  of  the  empire.  In  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Decius,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  magistrates, 
that  the  Christians  of  Rome  were  possessed  of  very  consider- 
able wealth ;  that  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  were  used  in  their 
religious  worship,  and  that  many  among  their  proselytes  had 
sold  their  lands  and  houses  to  increase  the  public  riches  of  the 
sect,  at  the  expense,  indeed,  of  their  unfortunate  children,  who 
found  themselves  beggars,  because  their  parents  had  been 
saints.^^    We  should  listen  with  distrust  to  the  suspicions  of 


*^  Justin  Martyr,  Apolog.  Major,  c  89.  Tertnlllan,  Apolog.  e.  89. 
**  IreiUBVui  ad  Haeres.  L  iy.  c  27,  34.  Origen  in  Nunu  Sam,  ii. 
tJyprian  de  Unitat.  Eccles.  Constitut.  ApostoL  L  ii.  c.  34,  3^,  with  the 
aotes  of  Cotelerius.  The  Constitritions  introduce  this  diyine  precept, 
by  declaring  that  priests  are  as  much  above  kings  as  the  soul  is  above 
the  body.  Among  the  tithable  articles,  they  enumerate  corn,  wine, 
oil*  and  wooL  On  this  interesting  subject,  considt  Prideaux's  His- 
tory of  Tithes,  and  Fra  Paolo  delle  Materie  Beneflciarie ;  two  writers 
of  a  very  different  character. 

o  The  same  opinion  which  prevailed  about  the  year  one  thousand, 
wiB  productive  of  the  same  effects.    Most  of  the  luonatioiis  ezpresi 
their  motive,  *<  appropinquante  mundi  fine."    See  Moshrim's  Gen 
vral  History  of  the  Church,  vol.  i.  p.  467* 
>*«  Tum  summa  cura  est  fratribus 

flit  sermo  testatur  loqxiaz.) 

Offerre,  fundis  venditis 

Sestertiorum  millia. 

Addicta  avorum  pnedia 

Foedis  sub  auctionibus. 

Successor  exheres  geinit 

Sanctis  egens  Pai'entibiia. 
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•trangen  and  enemies :  on  this  occasion,  however,  they  receive 
a  very  specious  and  probable  color  from  the  two  following 
circjmstances,  the  only  ones  that  have  reached  our  knowl* 
edge,  which  define  any  precise  sums,  or  convey  any  distinct 
idea.  Almost  at  the  same  poriod,  the  bishop  of  Carthage, 
from  a  society  less  opulent  than  that  of  Rome,  collected  a 
lundred  thousand  sesterces,  (above  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling,)  on  a  sudden  call  of  charity  to  redeem  the 
brethren  of  Numidia,  who  had  been  carried  away  captives  by 
the  barbarians  of  the  desert.^^^  About  a  hundred  years 
before  the  reign  of  Decius,  the  Roman  church  had  received, 
in  a  single  donation,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  sesterces 
from  a  stranger  of  Pontus,  who  proposed  to  fix  his  residence 
in  the  capital. ^^^  These  oblations,  for  the  most  part,  were 
made  in  money;  nor  was  the  society  of  Christians  either 
desirous  or  capable  of  acquiring,  to  any  considerable  degree, 
the  encumbrance  of  landed  property.  It  had  been  provided 
by  several  laws,  which  were  enacted  with  the  same  design  as 
our  statutes  of  mortmain,  that  no  real  estates  should  be  given 
or  bequeathed  to  any  corporate  body,  without  either  a  special 
privilege  or  a  particular  dispensation  from  the  emperor  or  from 
the  senate  ;  ^^  who  were  seldom  disposed  to  grant  them  in 
favor  of  a  sect,  at  first  the  object  of  their  contempt,  and  at 
last  of  their  fears  and  jealousy.  A  transaction,  however,  is 
related  under  the  reign  of  Alexander  Severus,  which  discovers 
that  the  restraint  was  sometimes  eluded  or  suspended,  and 
that  the  Christians  were  permitted  to  claim  and  to  possess  lands 

Heeo  oc(nilimtiir  abditis 
EcoleBxarum  in  anguli*. 
£t  Biimma  pietas  creditor 
Nudare  dulces  liberos. 

Prudent,  ntqi  ofip^vtop.  Hymn  2. 
The  subsequent  conduct  of  the  deacon  Laurence  only  proves  how 
proper  a  use  was  made  of  the  wealth  of  the  Eoman  church ;  it  was 
undoubtedly  very  considerable ;  but  Fra  Paolo  (c.  3)  appears  to  ex- 
aggerate, when  he  supposes  that  the  successors  of  Commodus  were 
urged  to  persecute  the  Christians  by  their  own  avarice,  or  that  of  their 
PiBstorian  prsefects. 
*•*  Cypnan,  Epistol.  62. 
**•  Tertullian  de  Prsescriptione,  c.  30. 

'"  Diocletian  gave  a  rescript,  which  is  only  a  declaration  of  the  old 
law ;  "  Collegium,  si  nullo  speciali  privilegio  subnixum  sit,  hseredi* 
tatem  capere  non  posse,  dubium  non  est."  Fra  Paolo  (c.  4)  thinks 
tliat  these  regulations  had  been  much  neglected  since  the  reign  of 
Valerian. 
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within  tlie  limits  of  Rom )  itself.^^  The  progress  of  ChristiaQ- 
ity,  and  the  civil  confusion  of  the  empire,  contributed  to  relax 
the  severity  of  the  laws ;  and  before  the  close  of  the  third 
century  many  considerable  estates  were  bestowed  on  the 
opulent  churches  of  Rome,  Milan,  Carthage,  Antioch,  Alexan- 
dria, and  the  other  great  cities  of  Italy  and  the  provinces. 

The  bishop  was  the  natural  steward  of  the  church ;  the 
public  stock  was  intrusted  to  his  care  without  account  or  con- 
trol ;  the  presbyters  were  confined  to  their  spiritual  functions, 
and  the  more  dependent  order  of  deacons  was  solely  employed 
in  the  management  and  distribution  of  the  ecclesiastical  reve- 
nue.^^  If  we  may  give  credit  to  the  vehement  declamations 
of  Cyprian,  there  were  too  many  among  his  African  brethren, 
who,  in  the  execution  of  their  charge,  violated  every  precept, 
not  only  of  evangelic  perfection,  but  even  of  moral  virtue. 
By  some  of  these  unfaithful  stewards  the  riches  of  the  church 
were  lavished  in  sensual  pleasures ;  by  others  they  were  per- 
verted to  the  purposes  of  private  gain,  of  fraudulent  purchases, 
and  of  rapacious  usury.^^  But  as  long  as  the  contributions  of 
the  Christian  people  were  free  and  unconstrained,  the  abuse 
of  their  confidence  could  not  be  very  frequent,  and  the  gen- 
eral uses  to  which  their  liberality  was  applied  reflected  honor 
on  the  religious  society.  A  decent  portion  was  reserved  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  bishop  and  his  clergy ;  a  sufficient 
sum  was  allotted  for  the  expenses  of  the  public  worship,  of 
which  the  feasts  of  love,  the  agapa,  as  they  were  called,  con- 
stituted a  very  pleasing  pan.  The  whole  remainder  was  the 
sacred  patrimony  of  the  poor.  According  to  the  discretion  of 
the  bishop,  it  was  distributed  to  support  widows  and  orphans, 
the  lame,  the  sick,  and  the  aged  of  the  community  ;  to  comfort 
strangers  and  pilgrims,  and  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of 
prisoners  and  captives,  more  especially  when  their  sufferings 
had  been  occasioned  by  theii  firm  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
religion.^^^  A  generous  intercourse  of  charity  united  the  moat 
distant  provinces,  and  the  smaller  congregations  were  cheer- 

^^  Hist.  August,  p.  131.  The  ground  had  been  public ;  and  wai 
now  disputed  between  the  society  yf  Christians  and  tiiat  of  butchaxs.* 

***  Constitut.  Apostol.  ii.  35. 

'^  Cyprian  de  Lapsis,  p.  89.  Epistol.  65.  The  charge  is  confinnied 
by  the  19th  and  20th  canon  of  the  council  of  Bliberis 

*'  See  the  apoloc^ies  of  Justin.  Tertullian.  &c. 


*  CauponAhi,  rather  TictUAU«rt.  -  M.. 
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fully  assisted  by  the  alms  of  their  more  opulent  brethren. ^^ 
Such  an  institution,  which  paid  less  regard  to  the  merit  than 
to  the  distress  of  the  object,  very  materially  conduced  to  tne 
progress  of  Christianity.  The  Pagans,  who  were  actuated  by 
a  sense  of  humanity,  while  they  derided  the  doctrines,  ac- 
knowledged the  benevolence,  of  the  new  sect.^^^  Th©  pros- 
pect of  immediate  relief  and  of  future  protection  allured  into 
its  hospitable  bosom  many  of  those  unhappy  persons  whom 
the  neglect  of  the  world  would  have  abandoned  to  the  miseries 
of  want,  of  sickness,  and  of  old  age.  There  is  some  reason 
likewise  to  believe  that  great  numbers  of  infants,  who,  accord- 
mg  to  the  inhuman  practice  of  the  times,  had  been  exposed 
by  their  parents,  were  frequently  rescued  from  death,  baptized, 
educated,  and  maintained  by  the  piety  of  the  Christians,  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  public  treasure.^^^ 

II.  It  is  the  undoubted  right  of  every  society  to  exclude  from 
its  communion  and  benefits  such  among  its  members  as  reject 
or  violate  those  regulations  which  have  been  established  by 
general  consent.  In  the  exercise  of  this  power,  the  censures 
of  the  Christian  church  were  chiefly  directed  against  scan- 
dalous sinners,  and  particularly  those  who  were  guilty  of 
murder,  of  fraud,  or  of  incontinence ;  against  the  authors  or 
the  followers  of  any  heretical  opinions  which  had  been  con- 
demned by  the  judgment  of  the  episcopal  order ;  and  against 
those  unhappy  persons,  who,  whether  from  choice  or  compul- 
sion, had  polluted  themselves  afler  their  baptism  by  any  act 
of  idolatrous  worship.  The  consequences  of  excommunica- 
tion were  of  a  temporal  as  well  as  a  spiritual  nature.  The 
Christian  against  whom  it  was  pronounced,  was  deprived  of 
any  part  in  the  oblations  of  the  faithful.  The  ties  both  of 
religious  and  of  private  friendship  were  dissolved :  he  found 
himself  a  profane  object  of  abhorrence  to  the  persons  whom 


1^  The  wealth  and  liberality  of  the  Romans  to  their  most  distant 
brethren  is  grateftdly  celebrated  by  Dionysius  of  Corinth,  ap.  Euaeb. 
1.  iv*  c  23. 

*^  See  Lucian  in  Peregrin.  Julian  (Epist.  ^)fj  seems  mortified  that 
the  Christian  charity  maintains  not  only  their  own,  but  likewise  the 
keathen  poor. 

^^  Such,  at  least,  has  been  the  laudable  conduct  of  more  modem 
missionaries,  under  the  same  circumstances.  Above  three  thousand 
new-bom  infants  are  annually  exposed  in  the  streets  of  Pekin.  See 
Le  Comte,  Memoires  sur  la  Chine,  and  the  R^oherches  sur  lee  Chinoii 
•t  las  Egyf  tiena,  toi&.  L  ik  61. 
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ne  uie  most  esteemed,  or  by  whom  he  had  been  the  mum 
tenderly  beloved ;  and  as  far  as  an  expulsion  from  a  respecta* 
ble  society  could  imprint  on  his  character  a  mark  of  disgrace, 
he  was  shunned  or  suspected  by  the  generality  of  mankind. 
The  situation  of  these  unfortunate  exiles  Was  in  itself  very 
painful  and  melancholy ;  but,  as  it  usually  happens  their 
apprehensions  far  exceeded  their  sufferings.  The  benelits  of 
iie  Christian  communion  were  those  of  eternal  life ;  nor  could 
mey  erase  from  their  minds  the  awful  opinion,  that  to  those 
ecclesiastical  governors  by  whom  they  were  condemned,  the 
Deity  had  committed  the  keys  of  Hell  and  of  Paradise.  The 
heretics,  indeed,  who  might  be  supported  by  the  consciousness 
of  their  intentions,  and  by  the  flattering  hope  that  they  alone 
had  discovered  the  true  path  of  salvation,  endeavored  to  regain, 
in  their  separate  assemblies,  those  comforts,  temporal  as  well 
as  spiritual,  which  they  no  longer  derived  from  the  great 
society  of  Christians.  But  almost  all  those  who  had  reluctantly 
yielded  to  the  power  of  vice  or  idolatry  were  sensible  of  their 
fallen  condition,  and  anxiously  desirous  of  being  restored  to 
the  benefits  of  the  Christian  communion. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  these  penitents,  two  oppo- 
site opmions,  the  one  of  justice,  the  other  of  mercy,  divided 
the  primitive  church.  The  more  rigid  and  inflexible  casuists 
refused  them  forever,  and  without  exception,  the  meanest 
place  in  the  holy  community,  which  they  had  disgraced  oi 
deserted ;  and  leaving  them  to  the  remorse  of  a  guilty  con- 
•c  ^nce,  indulged  them  only  with  a  faint  ray  of  hope  that  the 
contrition  of  their  life  and  death  might  possibly  be  accepted 
by  the  Supreme  Being.^^^  A  milder  sentiment  was  embraced, 
in  practice  as  well  as  in  theory,  by  the  purest  and  most 
respectable  of  the  Christian  churches. ^^^  The  gates  of  recon- 
ciliation and  of  heaven  were  seldom  shut  against  the  returning 
penitent;  but  a  severe  and  solemn  form  of  discipline  was 
mstituted,  which,  while  it  served  to  expute  his  crime,  might 
powerfully  deter  the  spectators  from  the  imitation  of  his  ejuim- 
ole.  Humbled  by  a  public  confession,  enaciatod  by  fasting, 
and  clothed  in  sackcloth,  the  penitent  lay  prostrate  at  the 


1^  The  Montauists  and  the  NovatianB,  who  adi  ^red  to  this  opinion 
with  the  greatest  rigor  and  obstinacy,  found  ihenuelvet  M  last  in  thii 
number  of  excommunicated  heretics.  See  the  learned  and  ciipiouf 
Mosheim,  Seoul.  iL  and  iii. 

^^  DionysiuB  ap.  Buseb.  iy.  23.     Cyprian,  de  Lapsis 
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door  of  the  assembly,  imploring  with  tears  the  pardon  of  his 
offences,  and  soliciting  the  prayers  of  the  faithful.^^  tf  the 
fault  was  of  a  very  heinous  nature,  whole  years  of  penance 
were  esteemed  an  inadequate  satisfaction  to  the  divine  jus- 
tice ;  and  it  was  always  by  slow  and  painful  gradations  that 
the  sinner,  the  heretic,  or  the  apostate,  was  readmitted  into 
the  bosom  of  the  church.  A  sentence  of  perpetual  excom- 
munication was,  however,  reserved  for  some  crimes  of  an 
extraordinary  magnitude,  and  particularly  for  the  inexcusable 
relapses  of  those  penitents  who  had  already  experienced  and 
abused  the  clemency  of  their  ecclesiastical  superiors.  Ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  or  the  number  of  the  guilty,  the 
exercise  of  the  Christian  discipline  was  varied  by  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  bishops.  The  councils  of  Ancyra  and  Illiberis 
were  held  about  the  same  time,  the  one  in  Gralatia,  the  otha> 
in  Spain ;  but  their  respective  canons,  which  are  still  extant, 
^eem  to  breathe  a  very  different  spirit.  The  Gralatian,  who 
after  his  baptism  had  repeatecKy  sacrificed  to  idols,  might 
obtain  his  pardon  by  a  penance  of  seven  years ;  and  if  ne 
had  seduced  others  to  imitate  his  example,  only  three  years 
more  were  added  to  the  term  of  his  exile.  But  the  unhappy 
Spaniard,  who  had  committed  the  same  offence,  was  deprived 
of  the  hope  of  reconciliation,  even  in  the  article  of  death ;  and 
his  idolatry  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  list  of  seventeen  other 
crimes,  against  which  a  sentence  no  less  terrible  was  pro- 
noimced.  Among  these  we  may  distinguish  the  inexpiable 
guilt  of  calumniating  a  bishop,  a  presbyter,  or  even  a 
deacon.^^ 

The  well-tempered  mixture  of  liberality  and  rigor,  the 
judicious  dispensation  of  rewards  and  punishments,  according 
to  the  maxims  of  policy  as  well  as  justice,  constituted  the 
human  strength  of  the  church.  The  Bishops,  whose  paternal 
care  extended  itself  to  the  government  of  both  worlds,  were 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  these  prerogatives ;  and  covering 


^  Cave'i  Primitive  Christianity,  part  iii.  o.  5.    The  admirert  oi 
antiqtdtf  renret  the  Ion  of  this  public  penance. 

*^8ea  in  Dupin,  Biblioth^que  Bcclesiastiqiie,  torn,  ii,  p.  304 — 313, 
•  short  but  rational  exposition  of  the  canons  of  those  councils,  which 
were  aasembled  in  the  first  moments  of  tranquillity,  after  tLo  persecu- 
lion  of  Diocletian.  This  persecution  had  been  much  less  severely 
felt  in  Spain  than  in  Galatia ;  a  difference  which  may,  in  some  mesA- 
are,  aoovunt  for  the  contrast  of  their  re^Utionii. 
27 
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their  ambition  with  the  fair  pretence  of  the  love  of  order,  the> 
were  jealous  of  any  rival  in  the  esiercifle  of  a  discipline  ro 
necessary  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  those  troops  which  had 
enlisted  themselves  under  the  bannei  of  the  cross,  and  whose 
numbers  every  day  became  more  considerable.  From  the 
imperious  declamations  of  Cyprian,  we  should  naturally  con- 
clude that  the  doctrines  of  excommunication  and  penance 
formed  the  most  essential  part  of  religion ;  and  that  it  was 
much  less  dangerous  for  the  disciples  of  Christ  to  neglect  the 
observance  of  the  moral  duties,  than  to  despise  the  censures 
and  authority  of  their  bishops.  Sometimes  we  might  imagine 
that  we  were  listening  to  the  voice  of  Moses,  when  he  com- 
manded the  earth  to  open,  and  to  swallow  up,  in  consuming 
flames,  the  rebellious  race  which  refused  obedience  to  the 
priesthood  of  Aaron  ;  and  we  should  sometimes  suppose  that 
we  hear  a  Roman  consul  asserting  the  majesty  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  declaring  his  inflexible  resolution  to  enforce  the  rigoi 
of  .the  laws.*  *'*'  If  such  irregularities  are  suffered  with  impu- 
nity ,^^  (it  is  thus  that  the  bishop  of  Carthage  chides  the  lenit\' 
of  his  colleague,)  ^'  if  such  irregularities  are  suffered,  there  is 
an  end  of  episcopal  vigor  ;  ^^^  an  end  of  the  sublime  and 
divine  power  of  governing  the  Church,  an  end  of  Christianity 
Itself.'*    Cyprian  had  renounced  those  temporal  honors,  which 

**•  Cyprian  Epist.  69. 


*  Gibbon  has  been  accused  of  injustice  to  the  character  of  Crprian,  as 
•»*ltlfig  the  "  censures  and  authority  of  the  church  aboye  the  oosenrance 
of  the  moral  duties."  Felicissimus  had  been  condemned  by  a  synod  of 
bishops,  (non  tantum  mc^,  sed  plurimorum  coepiscorum,  sententia  condem- 
natum,)  on  the  charge  not  only  of  schism,  but  of  embezslement  of  public 
money,  the  debauching  of  virgins,  and  frequent  acts  of  adultery.  His  yio- 
lent  menaces  had  extorted  his  readmission  into  the  church,  against  which 
Cyprian  protests  with  much  vehemence :  ne  pecuniae  commissae  sibi  frau- 
dator,  ne  stuprator  virginum,  ne  matrimoniorum  multorum  depopulator  et 
eomiptor,  ultra  adhuc  sponsam  Christ!  incorruptam  presentise  suae  dedec- 
ore,  et  impudiciL  atque  incestfi  contagione,  violaret.  See  Chelsum's  Re- 
marks, p.  134.  If  these  charges  against  Felicissimus  were  true,  they  were 
something  more  than  **  irregularities."  A  Roman  censor  would  have  beeu 
a  fairer  subject  of  comparison  than  a  consul.  On  the  other  hand,  it  must 
be  adoaitted  that  the  charge  of  adulterv  deepens  very  rapidly,  as  the  con 
troversv  becomes  more  violent.  It  is  first  represented  as  a  single  act,  re- 
cently aetected,  and  which  men  of  character  were  prepared  to  substantiate  ■ 
ftdulterii  etiam  crimen  accedit,  quod  patres  nostri  graves  viri  deprehendisn 
■e  nuntiaverunt,  et  prol  aturos  se  asseverarunt.  Epist.  xxxviii.  The  bere- 
uc  has  now  darkened  in  ;o  a  man  of  notorious  and  general  profligacy.  Nor 
can  it  be  denied  tliat  of  the  whole  long  epistle,  very  far  the  larger  and  the 
more  passionate  part  dwells  on  the  breach  of  eeele«iastioa]  unity,  rathft 
than  on  the  violation  of  Christian  holwess.  —  M. 
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it  is  probable  he  wouid  never  have  obtained ;  *  but  the  acquis 
tiition  of  such  absolute  command  over  the  consciences  and 
onderstanding  of  a  congregation,  however  obscure  or  despised 
by  the  world,  is  more  truly  grateful  to  the  pride  of  the  human 
heart,  than  the  possession  of  the  most  despotic  power,  imposed 
by  arms  and  conquest  on  a  reluctant  people. 

In  the  course  of  this  important,  though  perhaps  tedious  in 
quiry,  I  have  attempted  to  display  the  secondary  causes  which 
90  efficaciously  assisted  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion.  If 
among  these  causes  we  have  discovered  any  artificial  orna- 
ments, any  accidental  circumstances,  or  any  mixture  of  error 
and  passion,  it  cannot  appear  surprising  that  mankind  should 
be  the  most  sensibly  affected  by  such  motives  as  were  suited 
to  their  imperfect  nature.  It  was  by  the  aid  of  these  causes 
3xclusive  zeal,  the  immediate  expectation  of  another  world, 
the  claim  of  miracles,  the  practice  of  rigid  virtue,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  primitive  church,  that  Christianity  spread 
itself  with  so  much  success  in  the  Roman  empire.  To  the 
first  of  these  the  Christians  were  indebted  for  their  invincible 
valor,  which  disdained  to  capitulate  with  the  enemy  whom 
they  were  resolved  to  vanquish.  The  three  succeeding  causes 
supplied  their  valor  with  the  most  formidable  arms.  The  last 
of  these  causes  united  their  courage,  directed  their  arms,  and 
gave  their  efibrts  that  irresistible  weight,  which  even  a  small 
bemd  of  well-trained  and  intrepid  volunteers  has  so  oflen  pos- 
sessed over  an  undisciplined  multitude,  ignorant  of  the  subject, 
and  careleiss  of  the  event  of  the  war.  In  the  various  religions 
of  Polytheism,  some  wandering  fanatics  of  Egypt  and  Syria, 
who  addressed  themselves  to  the  credulous  superstition  of  the 
populace,  were  perhaps  the  only  order  of  priests^**®  that 
derived  their  whole  support  and  credit  from  their  sacerdotal 
profession,  and  were  very  deeply  affected  by  a  personal  con- 

**^  The  arts,  the  mannerB,  and  the  Tices  of  the  priests  of  the  Syrian 
zoddess  are  very  humorously  described  by  Apuleius,  in  the  eighth 
Dook  of  his  Metamorphosis. 


*  This  supposition  appears  unfounded:  the  birth  and  the  talents  of 
Cyprian  mignt  make  us  presume  the  eontrary.  Thascius  Ctedlius  Cypri- 
anus,  Carthaginensis,  artis  oratori»  professione  clarus,  magnam  sibi  glori- 
am,  opes,  honores  acquisivit,  epularibus  caenis  et  largis  dapibus  assuetus, 
pretiosa  yeste  conspicuus,  auro  atquc  purpura  ful^ens,  fascibus  oblectatus 
et  honoribus,  stipatus  clieutium  cuneis,  frequentiore  comitatu  officii  ag- 
tninis  honestatns,  ut  ipse  de  se  loquitur  in  Episto1&  ad  Donatum.  See  Di 
Cavo,  Hist.  liter,  b.  i.  p.  87.  —  G. 

Ca^e  hsA  rather  embellished  Cyprian's  language.  —  M. 
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Mm  for  tike  safety  or  prosperity  of  their  tutelar  deities.  Tha 
ministen  of  Polytheism,  both  in  Rome  and  in  the  provincefl, 
were,  for  the  most  part,  men  of  a  noble  birth,  and  of  an  afflu- 
ent fortune,  who  received,  as  an  honorable  distinction,  the  care 
of  a  celebrated  temple,  or  of  a  public  sacrifice,  exhibited,  yeiy 
frequently  at  their  own  expense,  the  sacred  games,^^^  and  witn 
cold  indiflference  performed  the  ancient  rites,  according  to  the 
laws  and  fashion  of  their  country.  As  they  were  engaged  in 
the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  their  zeal  and  (tevotion  were 
seldom  animated  by  a  sense  of  interest,  or  by  the  habits  of  an 
ecclesiastical  character.  Confined  to  their  respective  temples 
and  cities,  they  remained  without  any  connection  of  discipline 
or  government ;  and  whilst  they  acknowledged  the  supreme 
*urisdiction  of  the  senate,  of  the  college  of  pontifis,  and  of 
the  emperor,  those  civil  magistrates  contented  themselves  with 
the  easy  task  of  maintaining  in  peace  and  dignity  the  general 
worship  of  mankind.  We  have  already  seen  how  various, 
how  loose,  and  how  uncertain  were  the  religious  sentiments 
of  Polytheists.  They  were  abandoned,  almost  without  control, 
to  the  natural  workings  of  a  superstitious  fancy.  The  acci- 
dental circumstances  of  their  life  and  situation  determined  the 
object  as  well  as  the  degree  of  their  devotion ;  and  as  long  as 
their  adoration  was  successively  prostituted  to  a  thousand 
deities,  it  was  scarcely  possible  that  their  hearts  could  be  sus- 
ceptible of  a  very  sincere  or  lively  passion  for  any  of  them. 

When  Christianity  appeared  in  the  world,  even  these  faint 
and  imperfect  impressions  had  lost  much  of  their  original 
power.  Human  reason,  which  by  its  unassisted  strength  is 
incapable  of  perceiving  the  mysteries  of  faith,  had  already 
obtained  an  easy  triumph  over  the  folly  of  Paganism;  and 
when  Tertullian  or  Lactantius  employ  their  labors  in  expos- 
ing its  falsehood  and  extravagance,  they  are  obliged  to  tran- 
scribe the  eloquence  of  Cicero  or  the  wit  of  Lucian.  The 
contagion  of  these  sceptical  writings  had  been  diffused  far 
beyond  the  number  of  their  readers.  The  fashion  of  incredu- 
lity was  communicated  from  the  philosopher  to  the  man  oi 

"^  The  ofBlce  of  Asiarch  was  of  this  nature,  and  it  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  Aristides,  the  Inscriptions,  &c.  It  was  annual  and 
•lectiye.  None  but  the  vainest  citizens  could  desire  the  honor ;  none 
out  the  most  wealthy  oould  support  the  expense.  See,  in  the  Patrea 
Apostol.  torn.  ii.  p.  200,  with  how  much  indifference  Philip  the 
Ajiiaroh  conducted  himself  in  the  martyrdom  of  Polyrarp.  Iherf 
wpre  liVewtM  Bithyniarohs,  Lyciarchs,  Ike. 
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pleasure  or  business,  from  the  noble  to  the  plebeian,  and  from 
the  master  to  the  menial  slave  who  waited  at  his  table,  and 
who  eagerly  listened  tO'  he  freedom  of  his  conversation.  Or 
public  occasions  the  piilosophic  part  of  mankind  affected  to 
treat  with  respect  and  decency  the  religious  institutions  of 
their  country ;  but  their  secret  contempt  penetrated  through 
the  thin  and  awkward  disguise ;  and  even  the  people,  when 
they  discovered  that  their  deiiies  were  rejected  and  derided  by 
those  whose  rank  or  understanding  they  were  accustomed  to 
reverence,  were  filled  with  doubts  and  apprehensions  concern- 
ing the  truth  of  those  doctrines,  to  which  they  had  yielded  the 
most  implicit  belief.  The  decline  of  ancient  prejudice  exposed 
a  very  numerous  portion  of  human  kind  to  the  danger  of  a 
painful  and  comfortless  situation.  A  state  of  scepticism  and 
suspense  may  amuse  a  few  inquisitive  minds.  But  the  prac- 
tice of  superstition  is  so  congenial  to  the  multitude,  that  if 
they  are  forcibly  awakened,  they  still  regret  the  loss  of  their 
pleasing  vision.  Their  love  of  the  marvellous  and  supernat- 
ural, their  curiosity  with  regard  to  future  events,  and  their 
strong  propensity  to  extend  their  hopes  and  fears  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  visible  world,  were  the  principal  causes  which 
favored  the  establishment  of  Polytheism.  So  urgent  on  the 
vulgar  is  the  necessity  of  believing,  that  the  fall  of  any  sys- 
tem of  mythology  will  most  probably  be  succeeded  by  the 
introduction  of  some  other  mode  of  superstition.  Some  deities 
of  a  more  recent  and  fashionable  cast  might  soon  have  occu- 
pied the  deserted  temples  of  Jupiter  and  Apollo,  if,  in  the 
decisive  moment,  the  wisdom  of  Providence  had  not  inter- 
posed a  genuine  revelation,  fitted  to  inspire  the  most  rational 
esteem  and  conviction,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  adorned 
with  all  that  could  attract  the  curiosity,  the  wonder,  and  the 
veneration  of  the  people.  In  their  actual  disposition,  as  many 
were  almost  disengaged  from  their  artificial  prejudices,  but 
equally  susceptible  and  desirous  of  a  devout  attachment ;  an 
object  much  less  deserving  would  have  been  sufficient  to  fill 
the  vacant  place  in  their  hearts,  and  to  gratify  the  uncertain 
eagerness  of  their  passions.  Those  who  are  inclined  to  pursue 
Ibis  reflection,  instead  of  viewing  with  astonishment  the  rapid 
pnigress  of  Christianity,  will  perhaps  be  surprised  that  its  suc- 
cess was  not  still  more  rapid  and  still  more  universal. 

It  has  been  observed,  with  truth  as  well  as  propriety,  that 
the  conquests  of  Rome  prepared  and  facilitated  those  of  Chris* 
cianity     In  the  second  chapter  of  this  work  we  have  attempted 
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!o  ezpl&in  in  what  manner  ae  most  civilized  piovincesoi 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa  were  united  under  the  dominion  of 
one  sovereign,  and  gradually  connected  by  the  most  intmiatfl 
ties  of  laws,  of  manners,  and  of  language.  The  Jews  of  Pal- 
estine, who  had  fondly  expected  a  temporal  deliverer,  gave  sc 
cold  a  reception  to  the  miracles  of  the  divine  prophet,  that  it 
was  found  unnecessary  to  publish,  or  at  least  to  preserve,  any 
Hebrew  gospel.^^  The  authentic  histories  of  the  actions  of 
Christ  were  composed  in  the  Greek  language,  at  a  considera> 
ble  distance  from  Jerusalem,  and  after  the  Gentile  converts 
were  grown  extremely  numerous.^^  As  soon  as  those  histo- 
ries were  translated  into  the  Latin  tongue,  they  were  perfectly 
intelligible  to  all  the  subjects  of  Rome,  excepting  only  to  the 
peasants  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  for  whose  benefit  particular 


1^*  The  modem  critics  are  not  disposed  to  belieye  what  the  fiithen 
almost  unanimously  assert,  that  St.  Matthew  composed  a  Hebrew 
gospel,  of  which  only  the  Greek  translation  is  extant.  It  seems, 
however,  dangerous  to  reject  their  testimony.* 

^**  Under  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Domitian,  and  in  the  cities  of 
Alexandria,  Antioch,  Borne,  and  Ephesus.  See  MUL  Prolegomena 
ad  Not.  Testament,  and  Dr.  Lardner's  fedr  and  extensiye  ccdiection, 
voL  XT.f 

*  Strong  reasons  appear  to  confirm  this  testimony.  Papias,  contempo- 
rary of  the  apostle  St.  John,  says  positively  that  Matthew  had  written  the 
tUscoursea  of  Jenu  Christ  in  He&rew,  and  that  each  interpreted  them  as  he 
could.  This  Hebrew  was  the  Syro-Chaidaic  dialect,  then  in  use  at  Jerusa- 
lem :  Origen,  Ireneus,  Eusebius,  Jerome,  Epiphanius,  confirm  this  state- 
ment. Jesus  Chostpreached  himself  in  oyro-Ch^ldaic,  as  is  proved  by 
many  words  which  he' used,  and  which  the  Evangelists  have  taken  th^ 
pains  to  translate.  St.  Paul,  addressing  the  Jews,  used  the  same  language : 
Acts  xxi.  40,  zxii.  2,  xxvi.  14.  The  opinions  of  some  crities  prove  noth- 
ing sAainst  such  undeniable  testimonies.  Moreover,  their  principal  objec- 
tion IS,  that  St.  Matthew  quotes  the  Old  Testament  according  to  the  Greek 
version  of  the  LXX.,  which  is  inaccurate ;  for  of  ten  quotations,  found  in 
his  Gospel,  seven  are  evidently  taken  from  the  Hebrew  text ;  the  three 
others  offer  little  that  differ :  moreover,  the  latter  are  not  literal  quota- 
tions. St.  Jerome  says  positively,  that,  according  to  a  copy  which  he  had 
seen  in  the  librarv  of  Cssarea,  the  quotations  were  made  in  Hebrew  (in 
Catal).  More  moaem  critics,  among  others  Michaelis,  do  not  entertain  a 
doubt  on  the  subject.  The  Greek  version  appears  to  have  been  made  in 
the  time  of  the  apostles,  as  St.  Jerome  and  St.  Augustine  affirm,  perhaps 
by  one  of  them.  —  G. 

Amonff  modem  critics.  Dr.  Hug  has  asserted  the  Greek  original  of 
St.  Matthew,  but  the  general  opinion  of  the  most  learned  biblical  writern 
supports  the  view  of  M.  Guisot.  —  M. 

t  This  question  has,  it  is  well  known,  been  most  elaborately  discussed 
sbee  the  time  of  Gibbon.  The  Preface  to  the  Translation  of  Sehleier- 
macher*8  Version  of  St.  Luke  contains  a  very  able  summary  of  the  variou* 
theories  —  M. 
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versions  were  aAerward.^  made.  The  public  highways,  which 
had  been  cof  jstructed  fDr  the  use  of  the  legions,  opened  an 
easy  passage  for  the  Christian  missionaries  from  Damascus  to 
Corinth,  and  from  Italy  to  the  extremity  of  Spain  or  Britain  ; 
nor  did  those  spiritual  conquerors  encounter  any  of  the  obsta 
cles  which  usually  retard  or  prevent  the  introduction  of  a  for 
eign  religion  into  a  distant  country.  There  is  the  strongest 
reason  to  believe,  that  before  the  reigns  of  Diocletian  and 
Constantine,  the  faith  of  Christ  had  been  preached  in  every 
province,  and  in  all  the  great  cities  of  tne  empire  ;  but  the 
foundation  of  the  several  congregations,  the  numbers  of  the 
faithful  who  composed  them,  and  their  proportion  to  the  unbe- 
lieving multitude,  are  now  buried  in  obscurity,  or  disguised 
by  fiction  and  declamation.  Such  imperfect  circumstances, 
however,  as  have  reached  our  knowledge  concerning  the 
increase  of  the  Christian  name  in  Asia  and  Greece,  in  Egypt, 
in  Italy,  and  in  the  West,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  relate, 
without  neglecting  the  real  or  imaginary  acquisitions  which 
lay  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  Roman  empire. 

The  rich  provinces  that  extend  from  the  Euphrates  to  the 
Ionian  Sea,  were  the  principal  theatre  on  which  the  apostle 
of  the  Gentiles  displayed  his  zeal  and  piety.  The  seeds  of  the 
gospel,  which  he  had  scattered  in  a  fertile  soil,  were  diligent- 
ly cultivated  by  his  disciples ;  and  it  should  seem  that,  during 
the  two  first  centuries,  the  most  considerable  body  of  Chris- 
tians was  contained  within  those  limits.  Among  the  societies 
which  were  instituted  in  Syria,  none  were  more  ancient  or 
more  illustrious  than  those  of  Damascus,  of  Berea  or  Aleppo, 
and  of  Antioch.  The  prophetic  introduction  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse has  described  and  immortalized  the  seven  churches  of 
Asia ;  Ephesus,  Smyrna,  Pergamus,  Thyatira,***  Sardes,  Laod- 
icea,  and  Philadelphia  ;  and  their  colonies  were  Joon  diffused 
over  that  populous  country.  In  a  very  early  period,  the 
islands  of  Cyprus  and  Crete,  the  provinces  of  Thrace  and 
Macedonia,  gave  a  favorable  reception  to  the  new  religion 
and  Christian  republics  were  soon  founded  in  the  cities  of 


1*4  The  Alogians  (EpiphftXiius  de  Hseres.  51)  disputed  the  genuine- 
nets  of  the  Apocalypse,  because  the  church  of  Thyatira  was  not  yet 
founded.  Epiphanius,  who  allows  the  fact,  «tricates  Idmself  from 
Che  diflS  3ulty  by  ingeniously  supposing  that  St.  John  wrote  in  thff 
ipirit  of  pTcph)cy.    See  Abauzit,  Dlscours  sm  V  Apocalypse. 
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Corinth,  of  Sparta,  and  of  Athens.**^  The  antiquity  of  th€ 
Greek  and  Asiatic  churches  allowed  a  sufRcient  space  of  lime 
for  their  increase  and  multiplication ;  and  even  the  swarms  of 
Gnostics  and  other  heretics  serve  to  display  the  flourishing 
condition  of  the  orthodox  church,  since  the  appellation  of  here- 
tics has  always  been  applied  to  the  less  numerous  party.  Tn 
these  domestic  testimonies  we  may  add  the*  confession,  the 
complaints,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  Gentiles  themselves. 
From  the  writings  of  Lucian,  a  philosopher  who  had  studied 
mankind,  and  who  describes  their  manners  in  the  most  lively 
colors,  we  may  learn,  that,  under  the  reign  of  Commodus,  his 
native  country  of  Pontus  was  filled  with  Epicureans  and 
ChrUtians.^^  Within  fourscore  years  after  the  death  of 
Christ,**''^  the  humane  Pliny  laments  the  magnitude  of  the  evil 
which  he  vainly  attempted  to  eradicate.  In  his  very  curious 
epistle  to  the  emperor  Trajan,  he  affirms,  that  the  temples 
were  almost  deserted,  that  the  sacred  victims  scarcely  found 
any  purchasers,  and  that  the  superstition  had  not  only  infected 
the  cities,  but  had  even  spread  itself  into  the  villages  and  the 
open  country  of  Pontus  and  Bithynia.*^ 

Without  descending  into  a  minute  scrutiny  of  the  expres- 
sions or  of  the  motives  of  those  writers  who  either  celebrate  or 
lament  the  progress  of  Christianity  in  the  East,  it  may  in  gen- 
eral be  observed,  that  none  of  them  have  left  us  any  grounds 
from  whence  a  just  estimate  might  be  formed  of  the  real 
numbers  of  the  faithful  in  those  provinces.  One  circumstance, 
however,  has  been  fortunately  preserved,  which  seems  to  cast 

iM  The  epistles  of  Ignatius  and  Dionysius  (ap.  Euseb.  iv.  23)  point 
out  many  churches  in  Asia  and  Ghreece.  That  of  Athens  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  the  least  flourishing. 

>M  Lucian  in  Alezandro,  c  25.  Christianity*  however,  must  haye 
been  very  unequally  diffused  over  Pontus ;  since,  in  the  middle  of  the 
third  century,  there  were  no  more  than  seventeen  believers  in  the 
extensive  diocese  of  Neo-Csesarea.  See  M.  de  Tillemont,  M^moires 
Ecclesiast.  tom.  iv.  p.  675,  from  Basil  and  Gregory  of  Nyssa,  who 
were  themselves  natives  of  Cappadocia.* 

>*7  According  to  the  ancients,  Jesus  Christ  suffered  under  the  con 
sulship  of  the  two  Gemini,  in  the  year  29  of  our  present  aenu    Pliny 
was  sent  into  Bithynia  (accordiog  to  Pagi)  in  the  year  110 

»*•  PUn.  l^ist.  X.  97. 

*  Gibbon  forgot  the  conclusion  of  this  story,  that  Gregory  left  only  sev- 
roteen  heathens  in  his  diocese.  The  aintitaesis  is  suspicious,  and  botk 
QumberR  may  have  been  chosen  to  magnify  the  spiritoal  fame  of  the  <ron 
i«r-worker.  —  M 
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A  more  dwUuct  light  on  this  obscure  but  interesting  bUDject. 
Under  the  reign  of  Theodosius^  after  Chrstianity  had  enjoyed, 
during  more  than  sixty  years,  the  sunshine  of  Imperial  favor, 
!he  ancient  and  illustrious  church  of  Antioch  consisted  of  outi; 
hundred  thousand  persons,  three  thousand  of  whom  were  sup* 
ported  out  of  the  public  oblations.^^  The  splendor  and  dignity 
of  the  queen  of  the  East,  the  acknowledged  populousness  of 
Caesarea,  Seleucia,  and  Alexandria,  and  the  destruction  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls  in  the  earthquake  which 
afflicted  Antioch  under  the  elder  Justin,^^®  are  so  many  con- 
vincing proofs  that  the  whole  number  of  its  inhabitants  was 
not  less  than  half  a  million,  and  that  the  Christians,  however 
multiplied  by  zeal  and  power,  did  not  exceed  a  fifth  part  of 
that  great  city.  How  different  a  proportion  must  we  adopt 
when  we  compare  the  persecuted  with  the  triumphant  church, 
the  West  with  the  East,  remote  villages  with  populous  towns, 
and  countries  recently  converted  to  the  faith  with  the  place 
where  the  believers  first  received  the  appellation  of  Chris- 
tians !  It  must  not,  however,  be  dissembled,  tha^  in  another 
passage,  Chrysostom,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  useful 
information,  computes  the  multitude  of  the  faithful  as  even 
superior  to  that  of  the  Jews  and  Pagans.^^^  But  the  solution 
of  this  apparent  difficulty  is  easy  and  obvious.  The  eloquent 
preacher  draws  a  parallel  between  the  civil  and  the  ecclesias* 
tical  constitution  of  Antioch ;  between  the  list  of  Christians 
who  had  acquired  heaven  by  baptism,  and  the  list  of  citizens 
who  had  a  right  to  share  the  public  liberality.  Slaves, 
strangers,  and  infants  were  comprised  in  the  former;  they 
were  excluded  from  the  latter. 
The  extensive  commerce  of  Alexandria,  and  its  proximitjp 

>**  ChryBOStom.  Opera,  torn.  vii.  p.  658,  810,  [edit*  SstU.  ii.  422, 
^29.1 

'^  John  Malala,  torn.  iL  p.  144.  He  drains  the  same  conclusion 
with  regard  to  the  populousness  of  Antioch. 

1*1  Chrysostom.  torn.  i.  p.  592.  I  am  indebted  for  these  passages, 
though  not  for  my  inference,  to  the  learned  Dr.  Laxdner.  Credibuitj 
of  the  Gospel  History,  yoL  xiL  p.  370.* 


*  The  ■tatements  of  Chrysostom  with  r«^ard  to  the  population  of  Anti- 
tzhf  whatever  may  be  their  accuracy,  are  perfectly  consistent.  In  one 
passage  he  reckons  the  population  at  200,000.  In  a  second  the  Christians 
ki  100,000.  In  a  third  he  states  that  the  Christians  formed  more  than  half 
the  population.  Gibbon  has  neglected  to  notice  the  first  passage,  and  hai 
drawn  Lis  estimate  of  the  population  of  Antioch  from  other  sources.  The 
8000  maintained  by  alms  were  widows  and  rirgins  alone  —  M 

27* 
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to  Palestine,  gave  an  easy  entrance  to  the  new  religioiL  h 
was  at  first  embraced  by  great  numbers  of  the  Therapnto- 
or  Essenians,  of  the  Lake  Mareotis,  a  Jewish  sect  which  had 
abated  much  of  its  reverence  for  the  Mosaic  ceremonies.  The 
austere  life  of  the  Essenians,  their  fasts  and  excommunica- 
tions, the  community  of  goods,  the  love  of  celibacy,  their  zea) 
for  martyrdom,  and  the  warmth  though  not  the  purity  of  theii 
fiuth,  already  offered  a  very  lively  image  of  the  primitive  dis 
cipline.***  It  was  in  the  school  of  Alexandria  that  the  Chris 
tian  theology  appears  to  have  assumed  a  regular  and  scientific 
form ;  and  when  Hadrian  visited  Egypt,  he  found  a  church 
composed  of  Jews  and  of  Greeks,  sufficiently  important  to 
attract  the  notice  of  that  inquisitive  prince.***  But  the  prog- 
ress of  Christianity  was  for  a  long  time  confined  within  the 
limits  of  a  single  city,  which  was  itself  a  foreign  colony,  and 
till  the  close  of  the  second  century  the  predecessors  of  De- 
metrius were  the  only  prelates  of  the  Egyptian  church. 
Three  bishops  were  consecrated  by  the  hands  of  Demetrius, 
and  the  number  was  increased  to  twenty  by  his  successor 
Heraclas.*^  The  body  of  the  natives,  a  people  distinguished 
by  a  sullen  inflexibility  of  temper,***  entertained  the  new  doc- 
trine with  coldness  and  reluctance ;  and  even  in  the  time  of 
Origen,  it  was  rare  to  meet  with  an  Egyptian  who  had  sur- 
mounted his  early  prejudices  in  favor  of  the  sacred  animals 
of  his  country.^**  As  soon,  indeed,  as  Christianity  ascended 
the  throne,  the  zeal  of  those  barbarians  obeyed  the  prevailing 
impulsion ;  the  cities  of  Egypt  were  filled  with  bishops,  and 
the  deserts  of  Thebais  swarmed  with  hermits. 

^^  Basnage,  Histoire  des  Juift,  1.  2,  c.  20,  21,  22,  23,  has  examined 
with  the  most  critical  accuracy  the  curious  treatise  of  Philo,  which 
describes  the  Therapeute.  By  proving  that  it  was  composed  as  early 
us  the  time  of  Augustus,  Basnage  has  demonstrated,  in  spite  of  Easo- 
Hus  (1.  ii.  c.  17)  and  a  crowd  of  modern  Catholics^  that  the  TherapeutSB 
were  neither  Christians  nor  monks.  It  still  remains  probable  thai 
they  changed  their  name,  preserved  their  manners,  adopted  some  new 
articles  of  faith,  and  gradually  became  the  fathers  of  the  EgyptiaA 
Ascetics. 

^^  See  a  letter  of  Hadrian  in  the  Augustan  History,  p.  2i6. 

^^  For  the  succession  of  Alexandrian  bishops,  consult  Renaudof  • 
History,  p.  24,  &c.  This  curious  fact  is  preserved  by  the  patriarch 
Eutychius,  (Annal.  tom.  i.  p.  834,  Vers.  Pocock,)  and  its  internal  evi 
ience  would  alone  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  the  objections  wldei) 
Bishop  Pearson  has  urged  in  the  Vindiciss  IgnatiansB. 

^  Ammian.  Marcellin.  xrii.  16. 

*•  Origen  contra  Celsum  I.  i.  p.  40- 


Of   THE    ROMAN    BMPIRB.  579 

A  perpetua  stream  of  strangers  and  provincials  flowed  into 
the  capacious  bosom  of  Rome.  Whatever  was  strange  oi 
odious,  whoever  was  guilty  or  suspected,  might  hope,  in  the 
obscurity  of  that  immense  capital,  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
law.  In  such  a  various  conflux  of  nations,  every  teacher, 
either  of  truth  or  falsehood,  every  founder,  whether  of  a  vir^ 
tuous  or  a  criminal  association,  might  easily  multiply  his  dis- 
ciples or  accomplices.  The  Christians  of  Rome,  at  the  time 
of  the  accidental  persecution  of  Nero,  are  represented  by 
Tacitus  as  already  amounting  to  a  very  great  multitude,^*^  and 
the  language  of  that  great  historian  is  almost  similar  to  the 
style  employed  by  Livy,  when  he  relates  the  introduction  and 
the  suppression  of  the  rites  of  Bacchus.  Afler  the  Baccha* 
nals  had  awakened  the  severity  of  the  senate,  it  was  likewise 
apprehended  that  a  very  great  multitude,  as  it  were  anothief<^ 
people^  had  been  initiated  into  those  abhorred  mysteries.  A 
more  careful  inquiry  soon  demonstrated,  that  the  offenders  did 
not  exceed  seven  thousand ;  a  number  indeed  sufliciently 
alarmmg,  when  considered  as  the  object  of  public  justice.^^^ 
It  is  wi£  the  same  candid  allowance  diat  we  should  interpret 
the  vague  expressions  of  Tacitus,  and  in  a  former  instance  of 
PlLny,  when  they  exaggerate  the  crowds  of  deluded  fanatics 
who  had  forsaken  the  established  worship  of  the  gods.  The 
church  of  Rome  was  undoubtedly  the  first  and  most  populous 
of  the  empire  ;  and  we  are  possessed  of  an  authentic  record 
which  attests  the  state  of  religion  in  that  city  about  the  middle 
of  the  third  century,  and  after  a  peace  of  thirty-eight  years. 
The  clergy,  at  that  time,  consisted  of  a  bishop,  forty-six  pres- 
byters, seven  deacons,  as  many  sub-deacons,  forty-two  aco- 
lythes,  and  fiffy  readers,  exorcists,  and  porters.  The  number 
of  widows,  of  the  infirm,  and  of  the  poor,  who  were  main- 
tained by  the  oblations  of  the  faithful,  amounted  to  fifteen 
hiindred.i^*  From  reason,  as  well  as  from  the  analogy  of 
Antioch,  we  may  venture  to  estimate  the  Christians  of  Rome 
at  about  fifty  thousand.  The  populousness  of  that  great 
capital  cannot  perhaps  be  exactly  ascertained ;  but  the  most 
modest  calculation  will  not  surely  reduce  it  lower  than   a 

^^  Ingens  mnltitado  is  the  expression  of  Tacitus,  xv.  44. 

*••  T.  liv.  xxxiz.  13,  16,  16,  17.  Nothing  conid  exceed  the  horroi 
ind  eonstemation  of  the  senate  on  the  discovery  of  the  Bacohana- 
Lians,  whose  depravity  is  described,  and  perhaps  exaggerated,  by  Livy. 

'**  Eusebius,  L  vL  c.  43.  The  Latin  translator  (M.  de  Yalois)  ha* 
thought  proper  to  reduce  the  number  of  prepbyters  to  forty-four- 
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million  cf  inhabitants,  of  whom  the  Christiaiji  might  conititutt 
at  the  most  a  twentietli  part.^^^ 

The  western  provincials  appeared  to  have  derived  the 
knowledge  of  Christianity  from  the  same  source  which  had 
diffused  among  them  the  language,  the  sentiments,  and  the 
manners  of  Rome.  In  this  more  important  circumstance 
Africa,  as  well  as  Gaul,  was  graduaJy  fashioned  to  the  imita- 
tion of  the  capital.  Yet  notwithstanding  the  many  favorable 
occasions  which  might  invite  the  Roman  missionaries  to  visit 
their  Latin  provinces,  it  was  late  before  they  passed  either  the 
sea  or  the  Alps  ,^'^^  nor  can  we  discover  in  those  great  coun< 
tries  any  assured  traces  either  of  faith  or  of  persecution  that 
ascend  higher  than  the  reign  of  the  Antonines.^'^^  The  slow 
progress  of  the  gospel  in  the  cold  climate  of  Graul,  was 
extremely  different  from  the  eagerness  with  which  it  seems  to 
have  been  received  on  the  burning  sands  of  Africa.  The 
African  Christians  soon  formed  one  of  the  principal  memben 
of  the  primitive  church.  The  practice  introduced  into  that 
province  of  appointing  bishops  to  the  most  inconsiderable 
towns,  and  very  frequently  to  the  most  obscure  villages,  con- 
tributed to  multiply  the  splendor  and  importance  of  their 
religious  societies,  which  during  the  course  of  the  third  cen- 
tury were  animated  by  the  zeal  of  Tertullian,  directed  by  the 
abilities  of  Cyprian,  and  adorned  by  the  eloquence  of  Lactan- 
tius.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  Gaul 
we  must  content  ourselves  with  discovering,  in  the  time  of 
Marcus  Antoninus,  the  feeble  and  united  congregations  of 
Lyons  and  Vienna  ;  and  even  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Decius, 
we  are  assured,  that  in  a  few  cities  only,  Aries,  Narbonne, 

170  r[y^  proportion  of  the  presbyters  and  of  the  poor»  to  the  rest  of 
the  people,  was  originally  fixed  by  Burnet,  (Travels  into  Italy,  p.  168,) 
and  IS  approved  by  Moyle,  (vol.  ii.  p.  161.)  They  were  both  nnao 
qnainted  with  the  passage  of  Chrysostom,  which  converts  their  con* 
jecture  almost  into  a  fiEtct. 

*^*  Serins  trans  Alpes,  religione  Dei  susceptd.  Sulpicius  Severua^ 
L  u.  With  regard  to  A&ica,  see  Tertullian  ad  Scapulam,  c.  3.  It  ii 
imagined  that  the  ScyUitan  martyrs  were  the  first,  (Acta  Sincera  Ru- 
inart  p.  34.)  One  of  the  adversaries  of  Apuleius  seems  to  have  heei 
a  Christian.    Apolog.  p.  496,  497,  edit.  Belphin. 

17*  Tom  primum  intra  Gallias  martyria  visa.  Sulp.  Severusy  L  ii. 
These  were  the  celebrated  martyrs  of  Lyons.  See  Euaeblus,  t.  L 
Tillemont,  M^m.  Boclesiast.  torn.  U.  p.  316.  According  to  the  Dona* 
tists,  whose  assertion  is  confirmed  by  the  tacit  acknowledgment  of 
Augustin,  AMca  was  the  last  of  the  provinces  which  received  the 
fosi>el.    Tillemont,  "b&^m,  Ecclesiast  tom.  i.  p.  754. 
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Fheulouse,  LinriDges,  Clermont,  Tours,  and  Pans,  some  scat- 
tered churches  were  supported  by  the  derotion  of  a  small 
number  of  Christians. ^''^  Silence  is  indeed  very  consistent 
with  devotion ;  but  as  it  is  seldom  compatible  with  zeal,  we 
may  perceive  and  lament  the  languid  state  of  Christianity  in 
those  provinces  which  had  exchcmged  the  Celtic  for  the  Latin 
tongue,  since  they  did  not,  during  the  three  iirst  centuries, 
give  birth  to  a  single  ecclesiastical  writer.  From  Gaul,  which 
claimed  a  just  preeminence  of  learning  and  authority  over  all 
the  countries  on  this  side  of  the  Alps,  the  light  of  the  gospel 
was  more  faintly  reflected  on  the  remote  provinces  of  Spain 
and  Britain  ;  and  if  we  may  credit  the  vehement  assertions  of 
Tertullian,  they  had  already  received  the  first  rays  of  the 
faith,  when  he  addressed  his  apology  to  the  magistrates  of  the 
emperor  Severus.^^*  But  the  obscure  and  imperfect  origin 
of  the  western  churches  of  Europe  has  been  so  negligently 
recorded,  that  if  we  would  relate  the  time  and  manner  of  their 
foundation,  we  must  supply  the  silence  of  antiquity  by  those 
legends  which  avarice  or  superstition  long  afterwards  dictated 
to  the  monks  in  the  lazy  gloom  of  their  convents.  ^"^^  Of  these 
holy  romances,  that  of  the  apostle  St.  James  can  alone,  by  its 
singular  extravagance,  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  From  a 
peaceful  fisherman  of  the  Lake  of  Grennesareth,  he  was  trans- 
formed into  a  valorous  knight,  who  charged  at  the  head  of  the 
Spanish  chivalry  in  their  battles  against  the  Moors.  The 
gravest  historians  have  celebrated  his  exploits ;  the  miracu- 
lous shrine  of  Compostella  displayed  his  power ;  and  the 
sword  of  a  military  order,  assisted  by  the  terrors  of  the 
Inquisition,  was  sufficient  to  remove  every  objection  of  profane 
criticism.i'''^ 


^^  Rane  in  aliquibus  civitfttibuB  ecolesie,  paucorum  GbristianoniiB 
deTOtLone,  resurgerent.  Acta  Sincera»  p.  130.  Gregory  of  Toms,  L 
L  c.  28.  Mosheim,  p.  207»  449.  There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  the  extensive  dioceses .  of 
liege,  of  '^eves,  and  of  Cologne,  composed  a  single  bishopric,  which 
had  been  very  recently  founded.  See  M^moires  de  TiUemont,  torn, 
▼i.  part  L  p.  43,  411. 

^^*  The  date  of  Tertullian's  Apology  is  fixed,  in  a  dissertation  oi 
lioeheim,  to  the  year  198. 

*^*  In  the  fifteenth  century,  there  were  few  who  had  either  incli- 
nation or  courage  to  question,  whether  Joseph  of  Arimathea  founded 
the  monastery  of  G-Uistonbury,  and  whether  Dionysius  the  Arcopa- 
fite  preferred  the  residence  d  Paris  to  that  of  Athens. 

i7t  Xhe  stupendous  metamorphosis  was  performed  in  }he  ninth 
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The  progress  of  Christianity  was  not  confined  to  the  Roma*' 
empire ;  and  according  to  the  primitive  fathers,  who  interpret 
facts  by  prophecy,  the  new  religion,  within  a  centur}'  aftei 
the  death  of  its  divine  Author,  had  already  visited  every  part 
of  the  globe.  "  There  exists  not,"  says  Justin  Martyr,  "  a 
people,  whether  Greek  or  Barbarian,  or  any  other  race  of 
m3n,  by  whatsoever  appellation  or  manners  they  may  be  dis 
tinguished,  however  ignorant  of  arts  or  agriculture,  whethei 
they  dwell  under  tents,  or  wander  about  in  covered  wagoni^ 
among  whom  prayers  are  not  offered  up  in  the  name  of  a 
crucified  Jesus  to  the  Father  and  Creator  of  all  things."  ^^ 
But  this  splendid  exaggeration,  which  even  at  present  it  would 
be  extremely  difRcult  to  reconcile  with  the  real  state  of  man- 
kind, can  be  considered  only  as  the  rash  sally  of  a  devout  but 
careless  writer,  the  measure  of  whose  belief  was  regulated  by 
^hat  of  his  wishes.  But  neither  the  belief  nor  the  wishes  of 
the  fathers  can  alter  the  truth  of  history.  It  will  still  remain 
an  undoubted  fact;  that  the  barbarians  of  Scythia  and  Ger- 
many, who  afterwards  subverted  the  Roman  monarchy,  were 
involved  in  the  darkness  of  paganism ;  and  that  even  the  con- 
version of  Iberia,  of  Armenia,  or  of  Ethiopia,  was  not 
attempted  with  any  degree  of  success  till  the  sceptre  was  in 
the  hands  of  an  orthodox  emperor.^"^^  Before  that  time,  the 
various  accidents  of  war  and  commerce  might  indeed  diffuse 
an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  gospel  among  the  tribes  of 
Caledonia,^'^^   and  .among  the   borderers  of  the   Rhine,  the 

century.  See  Mariana,  (Bist.  Hispaxi.  1.  vii.  c.  13,  torn.  L  p.  285,  edit. 
Hag.  Com.  1733,)  who,  in  every  sense,  imitates  Livy,  and  the  honest 
detection  of  the  legend  of  St.  James  by  Dr.  Geddes,  Miscellanies,  yoL 
ti.  p.  221. 

^"^  Justin  Martyr,  Dialog,  cum  Tryphon.  p.  341.  Iren»us  adv 
Haeres.  1.  L  c.  10.    TertuUian  adv.  Jud.  c.  7.    See  Mosheim,  p.  208. 

»w  See  the  fourth  century  of  Mosheim's  History  of  the  Church. 
Many,  though  very  confused  circumstances,  that  relate  to  the  conver- 
iiion  of  Iberia  and  Armenia,  may  be  found  in  Moses  of  Chorene,  1.  ii 
c.  78—89.* 

*^*  According  to  TertuUian,  the  Christian  fedth  had  penetrated  into 
parts  of  Britain  inaccessible  to  the  Roman  arms.  About  a  century 
afterwards,  Ossian,  the  son  of  Fingal,  is  said  to  have  disputed,  in  his 


*  Mens.  8t.  Martin  has  shown  that  Armenia  was  the  first  mOhn  that 
nnbraced  Christiaziity.  M^moirr^s  sur  TArmenie,  toI.  i.  p.  306,  and  notes 
to  Le  Beau.  Gibbon,  indeed,  had  expressed  his  intention  of  withdrawing 
the  words  *<of  Armenia"  from  the  text  of  fixture  editions.  (VindieatiOB. 
Works,  iy.  677.)  He  was  bitterly  tainted  by  Porson  for  neglecting  of 
leelining  to  falfil  bis  promise.    Preface  to  Lettfrrn  to  Travis    -  M. 
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Danube,  and  tne  Euphrates.^®**  Beyond  the  lost-mentioneo 
river,  Edessa  was  distinguished  by  a  firm  and  early  adher- 
ence to  the  faith.i®!  From  Edessa  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tinnity  were  easily  introduced  into  the  Greek  and  Syrian  cities 
which  obeyed  the  successors  of  Artaxerxes ;  but  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  made  any  deep  impression  on  the  minds  of 
the  Persians,  whose  religious  system,  by  the  labors  of  a  well- 
disciplined  order  of  priests,  had  been  constructed  with  much 
more  art  and  solidity  than  the  uncertain  mythology  of  Greece 
and  Ronie.^®* 

From  this  impartial  though  imperfect  survey  of  the  progress 
of  Christianity,  it  may  perhaps  seem  probable,  that  the  num- 
ber of  its  proselytes  has  been  excessively  magnified  by  fear 
on  the  one  side,  and  by  devotion  on  the  other.  According  to 
the  irreproachable  testimony  of  Origen,^®^  the  proportion  of 
the  faithful  was  very  inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the 
multitude  of  an  unbelieving  world  ;  but,  as  we  are  left  without 
any  distinct  information,  it  is  impossible  to  determine,  and  it 
is  difficult  even  to  conjecture,  the  real  numbers  of  the  primi- 
tive Christians.  The  most  favorable  calculation,  however, 
that  can  be  deduced  from  the  examples  of  Antioch  and 
of  Rome,  will  not  permit  us  to  imagine  that  more  than  a 
twentieth  part  of  the  subjects  of  the  empire  had  enlisted 
themselves  under  the  banner  of  the  cross  before  the  impor- 
tant conversion  of  Constantine.  But  their  habits  of  faith,  of 
zeal,  and  of  union,  seemed  to  multiply  their  numbers ;  and 
the  same  causes  which  contributed  to  their  future  increase 

extreme  old  age,  with  one  of  the  foreign  missionaries,  and  the  dispute 
is  still  extant,  in  verse,  and  in  the  Erse  language.  See  Mr.  Macpher- 
ton's  Dissertation  on  the  Antiquity  of  Ossian's  Poems,  p.  10. 

*^  The  Goths,  who  ravaged  Asia  in  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  carried 
ftway  great  numbers  of  captives ;  some  of  whom  were  Christians,  and  be- 
eame  missionaries.   Sec  Tillemont,  Memoir cs  Ecclesiast.  tom.  iv.  p.  44. 

191  The  legend  of  Abgarus.  fabulous  as  it  is,  affords  a  decisive  proof, 
that  many  years  before  Eusebius  wrote  his  history,  the  greatest  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Edessa  had  embraced  Christianity.  Their  rivals, 
the  citizens  of  Carrhse,  adhered,  on  the  contrary,  to  the  cause  of  Pa- 
ganism, as  late  as  the  sixth  century. 

^*'  According  to  Bardesanes  (ap.  Euseb.  Pnepar.  EvangeL)  there 
were  some  Christians  in  Persia  before  the  end  of  the  second  cen- 
tury* In  the  time  of  Constantine  (see  his  epistle  to  Sapor,  Vit.  1. 
iv.  c  13)  they  composed  a  flourishing  church.  Consult  Beausobre, 
Hist.  Critique  du  Manicheisme,  tom.  i.  p.  180,  and  the  Bibliotheoi 
Orientalifl  of  AssemanL 

*•*  Origeii  contra  Celaum,  1.  viii.  p.  424. 

u 
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served  to  rcndei  Uieir  actual  strength  more  apparent  and  mort 
formidable. 

Such  is  the  constitution  of  civil  society,  that  whilst  a  feyi 
persons  are  distinguished  by  riches,  by  honors,  and  by  knowl- 
edge, the  body  of  the  people  is  condemned  to  obscurity,  igno- 
rance and  poverty.  The  Christian  religion,  which  addressed 
Itself  to  the  whole  human  race,  must  consequently  collect  a 
fur  greater  number  of  proselytes  from  the  lower  than  from 
the  superior  ranks  of  life.  This  innocent  and  natural  circum- 
stance has  been  improved  into  a  very  odious  imputation, 
tvhich  seems  to  be  less  strenuously  denied  by  the  apologists, 
ihan  it  is  urged  by  the  adversaries,  of  the  faith ;  that  the  new 
sect  of  Christians  was  almost  entirely  composed  of  the  dregs 
of  the  populace,  of  peasants  and  mechanics,  of  boys  and 
women,  of  beggars  and  slaves,  the  last  of  whom  might  some- 
times introduce  the  missionaries  into  the  rich  and  noble  fam- 
ilies to  which  they  belonged.  These  obscure  teachers  (such 
was  the  charge  of  malice  and  infidelity)  are  as  mute  in  public 
as  they  are  loquacious  and  dogmatical  in  private.  Whilst 
they  cautiously  avoid  the  dangerous  encounter  of  philoso- 
phers, they  mingle  with  the  rude  and  illiterate  crowd,  and 
insinuate  themselves  into  those  minds,  whom  their  age,  tlieii 
sex,  or  their  education,  has  the  best  disposed  to  receive  the 
impression  of  superstitious  terrors. i®* 

This  unfavorable  picture,  though  not  devoid  of  a  faini 
resemblance,  betrays,  by  its  dark  coloring  and  distorted  fea- 
tures, the  pencil  oi  an  enemy.  As  the  humble  faith  of  Christ 
diffused  itself  through  the  world,  it  was  embraced  by  several 
persons  who  derived  some  consequence  from  the  advantages 
of  nature  or  fortune.  Aristides,  who  presented  an  eloque&t 
apology  to  the  emperor  Hadrian,  was  an  Athenian  philoso- 
pher, i®*  Justin  Martyr  had  sought  divine  knowledge  in  the 
schools  of  Zeno,  of  Aristotle,  of  Pythagoras,  and  of  Plato, 
before  he  fortunately  was  accosted  by  the  old  man,  or  rather 
the  angel,  who  turned  his  attention  to  the  s(udy  of  the  Jewish 
prophets.^^  Clemens  of  Alexandria  had  acquired  much 
various  readings  in  the  Greek,  and   Tertullian  in  the  Latin, 

***  MinuduB  Felix,  c.  8,  with  Wowerus's  notes.  Oelsiui  ap.  Origen, 
L  ilL  p.  138,  142.    Julian  ap.  CyrU.  1.  vi.  p.  206,  edit.  Spanheim. 

"*  Enaeb.  Hist.  Eccles.  iv.  3.    Hieronym.  Epiat.  83. 

*^  The  story  is  prettily  told  in  Justin's  Dialogues.  Tillemont 
(M^m.  Ecdesiast.  torn.  ii.  p.  384,)  who  relates  it  after  hixn,  is  sur« 
that  tl.6  old  man  was  a  diajpiiscd  anprc^l- 
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jinguage.  Julius  Africanus  and  Origen  posses^tod  a  very 
considerable  share  of  the  learning  of  their  times  ;  and  although 
the  style  of  Cyprian  is  very  different  from  lliat  of  Lactantius, 
we  might  almost  discover  that  both  those  writers  had  been  public 
teachers  of  rhetoric.  Even  the  study  of  philosophy  was  at 
length  introduced  among  the  Christians,  but  it  was  not  always 
productive  of  the  most  salutary  effects ;  knowledge  was  as 
often  tlie  parent  of  heresy  as  of  devotion,  and  the  description 
which  was  designed  for  the  followers  of  Artemon,  may,  with 
equal  propriety,  be  applied  to  the  various  sects  that  resisted 
the  successors  of  the  apostles.  "  They  presume  to  alter  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  to  abandon  the  ancient  rule  of  faith,  and  to 
form  their  opinions  according  to  the  subtile  precepts  of  logic. 
The  science  of  the  church  is  neglected  for  the  study  of  geom- 
etry, and  they  lose  sight  of  heaven  while  they  are  employed 
in  measuring  the  earth.  Euclid  is  perpetually  in  their  hands. 
Aristotle  and  Theophrastus  are  the  objects  of  their  admiration  ; 
and  they  express  an  uncommon  reverence  for  the  works  of 
Gralen.  Their  errors  are  derived  from  the  abuse  of  the  arts 
and  sciences  of  the  infidels,  and  they  corrupt  the  simplicity 
of  the  gospel  by  the  refinements  of  human  reason."  ^^ 

Nor  can  it  be  affirmed  with  truth,  that  the  advantages  of 
birth  and  fortune  were  always  separated  from  the  profession 
of  Christianity.  Several  Roman  citizens  were  brought  before 
the  tribunal  of  Pliny,  and  he  soon  discovered,  ^hat  a  great 
number  of  persons  of  every  order  of  men  in  Bithynia  had 
deserted  the  religion  of  their  ancestors.^®®  His  unsuspected 
testimony  may,  in  this  instance,  obtain  more  credit  than  the 
bold  challenge  of  Tertullian,  when  he  addresses  himself  to 
the  fears  as  well  as  to  the  humanity  of  the  proconsul  of  Africa, 
by  assuring  him,  that  if  he  persists  in  his  cruel  intentions,  he 
must  decimate  Carthage,  and  that  he  will  find  among  the  guilty 
many  persons  of  his  own  rank,  senators  and  matrons  of  noblest 

1*7  Eusebius,  y.  2§.  It  may  be  hoped,  that  none,  except  tht 
heretics,  gave  occasion  to  the  complaint  of  Celsus,  (ap.  Origen,  1.  ii.  p. 
77,)  that  the  Christians  were  perpetually  correcting  and  altering  thcii 
Gospels.* 

^^  Plin.  Epist.  X.  97.     Fuerunt  alii  similis  amentise,  dyes  Komani 

.  . Multi  enim  omnis  setatis,  omnis  ordinia^  utriusque  sexAs,  etiam 

rocantor  in  periculum  et  yocabuntur. 


*  Origen  states  in  reply,  that  he  knows  of  noae  who  had  a  tered  tht 
Qotpels  except  the  Marcionites,  the  ValentinianK,  and  peroapt  some  fol- 
iowern  of  Lucanus.  —  M. 
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extraction,  mid  the  friends  or  relations  of  bis  nriost  innmatu 
friendsjs^  It  appejirs,  however,  that  about  forty  years  after 
wards  the  emperor  Valerian  was  persuaded  of  the  trutn  of  thw 
assertion,  since  in  one  of  his  rescripts  he  evidently  supposes, 
that  senators,  Roman  knights,  and  ladies  of  quality,  were 
engaged  in  the  Christian  sect.*'^  Tlie  church  still  continued 
to  increase  its  outward  splendor  as  it  lost  its  internal  purity  , 
and,  in  the  reign  of  Diocletian,  the  palace,  the  courts  of  justice, 
and  even  the  army,  concealed  a  multitude  of  Christians,  who 
endeavored  to  reconcile  the  interests  of  the  present  with  those 
of  a  future  life. 

And  yet  these  exceptions  are  either  too  few  in  number,  o? 
too  recent  in  time,  entirely  to  remove  the  imputation  of  igno- 
rance and  obscurity  which  has  been  so  arrogantly  cast  on  the 
first  proselytes  of  Christianity.*  Instead  of  employing  in  our 
defence  the  fictions  of  later  ages,  it  will  be  more  prudent  to 
convert  the  occasion  of  scandal  into  a  subject  of  edification. 
Our  serious  thoughts  will  suggest  to  us,  that  the  apostles  them- 
selves were  chosen  by  Providence  among  the  fishermen  of 
Galilee,  and  that  the  lower  we  depress  the  temporal  condition 
of  the  first  Christians,  the  more  reason  we  shall  find  to  admire 
their  merit  and  success.  It  is  incumbent  on  us  diligently  to 
remember,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  promised  to  the 
poor  in  spirit,  and  that  minds  afflicted  by  calamity  and  the 
contempt  of  mankind,  cheerfully  listen  to  the  divine  promise 
of  future  happiness ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  fortunate  are 
satisfied  with  the  possession  of  this  world;  and  the  wise 
abuse  in  doubt  and  dispute  their  vain  superiority  of  reason 
and  knowledge. 

We  stand  in  need  of  such  reflections  to  comfort  us  for  iho 


1"*  Tertullian  ad  Scapulam.     Yet  eren  his  rhetoric  rites  no  higba 
than  to  claim  a  tenth  part  of  C&rtbage. 
130  Cyprian.  Epist.  79. 


*  This  incomplete  enumeration  ought  to  be  increased  by  the  namia  of  &«▼- 
eral  Pagans  converted  at  the  dawn  of  Christianity,  and  whose  convervioo 
weakens  the  reproach  which  the  historian  appears  to  support.  Such  are,  the 
Proconsul  Sergius  Paulus,  conrerted  at  Paphos,  (Acts  xiii.  7-12;)  DionysioB, 
member  of  the  Areopagus,  converted,  with  several  others,  at  Athens,  (Actt 
xvii.  84;)  several  persons  at  the  court  of  Nero,  (Philip,  iv.  22;)  Erastus,  r»- 
eeiver  at  Corinth,  (Rom.  xvi.  23;)  some  Asiarchs  (Acts  xiz.  31.)  As  to  ch« 
philosophers,  we  mav  add  Tatian,  Athenagoras.  I'heophilus  of  Antiocb,  He- 
msippus,  Melito,  Miftiades,  Pantsnus,  Ajonmonius,  &c.,  all  distinguished  fo* 
their  (•niuo  and  Inaniinff.  —  G. 
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loss  of  some  illustrious  characters,  which  in  oui  eyes  migh 
have  seemed  the  most  worthy  of  the  heavenly  present.  Tht 
names  of  Seneca,  of  the  elder  and  the  younger  Pliny,  of  Tacitus, 
of  Plutarch,  of  Galen,  of  the  slave  Epictetus,  and  of  the  em* 
peror  Marcus  Antoninus,  adorn  the  age  in  which  they  flourished 
and  exalt  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  They  filled  wit>. 
glory  their  respective  stations,  either  in  active  or  contempla 
live  life;  their  excellent  understandings  were  improved  by 
study ;  Philosophy  had  purified  their  minds  from  the  preju- 
dices of  the  popular  superstition ;  and  their  days  were  spent 
in  the  pursuit  of  truth  and  the  practice  of  virtue.  Yet  all 
these  sages  (it  is  no  less  an  object  of  surprise  than  of  concern) 
overlooked  or  rejected  the  perfection  of  the  Christian  system. 
Their  language  or  their  silence  equally  discover  their  con- 
tempt for  the  growing  sect,  which  in  their  time  had  diffused 
itself  over  the  Roman  empire.  Those  among  them  who  con 
descended  to  mention  the  Christians,  consider  them  only  as 
obstinate  and  perverse  enthusiasts,  who  exacted  an  implicit 
submission  to  their  mysterious  doctrines,  without  being  able 
to  produce  a  single  argument  that  could  engage  the  attention 
of  men  of  sense  and  learning. ^^* 

It  is  at  least  doubtful  whether  any  of  these  philosophers 
perused  the  apologies  *  which  the  primitive  Christians  repeat- 
edly published  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  of  their  religion  ; 
out  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  such  a  cause  was  not  de- 
fended by  abler  advocates.  They  expose  with  superfluous 
wit  and  eloquence  the  extravagance  of  Polytheism.      They 


'**  Dr.  Lardner,  in  his  first  and  second  volumes  of  Jewish  and 
Christian  testimonies,  collects  and  illustrates  those  of  Pliny  the 
younger,  of  Tacitus,  of  Galen,  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  and  perhaps  of 
Kpictetus,  (for  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  philosopher  means  to  speak 
of  the  Christians.)  The  new  sect  is  totally  imnoticed  by  Seneca,  the 
4der  Pliny,  and  Plutarch. 

*  The  emperors  Hadrian,  Antoninus,  &c.,  read  with  astonishment  th« 
ipologies  of  Justin  Martyr,  of  Aristides,  of  Melito,  &c.  (See  St.  Hieroa 
*a  mag.  orat.  Orosius,  Iviii.  c.  13.)  Eusebius  says  expressly,  that  the 
3ause  of  Christianity  was  defended  before  the  senate,  in  a  very  elegant 
discourse,  by  ApoUonius  the  Martyr.  IIoAXd  XinaoQi  hcsrtbvavrof  r«8  JiKaoroS, 
cat  Xdyov  hrl  riii  avyKX^Tov  fiovXiji  alr^oavroi,  Xayiwrar^v  hnlg  J$(  iftofiripu  xUntmi 
inl  it6»Tmv  napaovuv  iiroXoy/av.  —  O. 

Gibbon,  in  Ms  severer  spirit  of  criticism,  may  have  Questioned  the 
authority  of  Jerome  and  Eusebius.  There  are  some  dimcultief  about 
ApoHomus,  which  Heinichen  (note  in  Ice.  Eusebii)  would  srhe.  bv  sup- 
posing him  to  hare  been,  as  Jerome  states,  a  senator.  —  M. 
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mteiest  our  compassion  by  displaying  the  innocence  and  sut 
ferings  of  their  injured  bretlren.  But  when  they  would  de- 
monstrate the  divine  origic  of  Christianity,  they  insist  much 
more  strongly  on  the  predictions  which  announbed,  than  on 
the  miracles  which  accompanied,  the  appearance  of  the  Mes- 
liah.  Their  favorite  argument  might  serve  to  edify  a  Chris- 
tian or  to  convert  a  Jew,  since  both  the  one  and  the  other  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  those  prophecies,  and  both  are 
obliged,  with  devout  reverence,  to  search  for  their  sense  and 
their  accomplishment.  But  this  mode  of  persuasion  loses 
much  of  its  weight  and  influence,  when  it  is  addressed  to 
those  who  neither  understand  nor  respect  the  Mosaic  dispen- 
sation and  the  prophetic  style.^^  In  the  unskilful  hands  of 
Justin  and  of  the  succeeding  apologists,  the  sublime  meaning 
of  the  Hebrew  oracles  evaporates  in  distant  types,  affected 
conceits,  and  cold  allegories ;  and  even  their  authenticity  was 
rendered  suspicious  to  an  unenlightened  Gentile,  by  the  mix- 
ture of  pious  forgeries,  which,  under  the  names  of  Orpheus, 
Hermes,  and  the  Sibyls,^^^  were  obtruded  on  him  as  of  equal 
value  with  the  genuine  inspirations  of  Heaven.  The  adop- 
tion of  fraud  and  sophistry  in  the  defence  of  revelation  too 
oflen  reminds  us  of  the  injudicious  conduct  of  those  poets  who 
load  their  invulnerable  heroes  with  a  useless  weight  of  cum- 
bersome and  brittle  armor. 

But  how  shall  we  excuse  the  supine  inattention  of  the  Pagan 
and  philosophic  world,  to  those  evidences  which  were  repre- 
sented by  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  not  to  their  reason,  but 
to  their  senses  ?  During  the  age  of  Christ,  of  his  apostles, 
and  of  their  first  disciples,  the  doctrine  which  they  preached 
was  confirmed  by  innumerable  prodigies.     The  lame  walked, 

*•■  If  the  famous  prophecy  of  the  Seventy  Weeks  had  been  alleged 
U>  a  Roman  philosopheii  would  he  not  have  replied  in  the  words  of 
Cicero,  **  Quae  tandem  ista  auguratio  est,  annorum  potius  quam  aut 
mensium  aut  dienim  "  }  De  Divina^one,  ii.  30.  Observe  with  what 
irreverence  Lucian,  (in  Alezandro,  c.  13,)  and  his  friend  Celsus  ap. 
Origen,  (1.  vii.  p.  327,)  express  themselves  concerning  the  Hebrew 
prophets. 

^*  The  philosophers  who  derided  the  more  ancient  predictions  of 
ihe  Sibyls,  would  easily  have  detected  the  Jewish  and  Christian 
forgeries,  which'  have  been  so  triumphantly  quoted  by  the  fathers, 
from  Justin  Martyr  to  Lactantius.  When  the  Sibylline  venes  had 
performed  their  appointed  task,  they,  like  the  system  of  the  millenni- 
om,  were  quietly  laid  aside.  The  Christian  Sybil  had  \mluckili 
fixed  the  ruin  of  Rome  for  the  year  195,  A.  U.  C.  948. 
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iie  blini  saw,  tlie  sick  were  healed,  the  dead  were  raised, 
dsemons  were  expelled,  and  the  laws  of  Nature  were  frequpntly 
suspended  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  But  the  sages  of 
Greece  and  Rome  turned  aside  from  the  awful  spectacle,  and, 
pursuing  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life  and  study,  appeared 
unconscious  of  any  alterations  in  the  moral  or  physical  gov- 
ernment of  the  world.  Under  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  the 
whole  earth,^*^  or  at  least  a  celebrated  provii!U'*.e  of  the  Roman 
empire,^^^  was  involvea  m  a  prtsiei  natural  Ou..kness  of  three 
hours.  Even  this  miraculous  event,  which  ought  to  lave 
excited  the  wonder,  the  curiosity,  and  the  devotion  of  mankind, 
passed  without  notice  in  an  age  of  science  and  history.^^     It 

i*«  The  fathers,  as  they  are  drawn  out  in  battle  array  by  Dom 
Cahnet,  (Dissertations  sur  la  Bible,  torn.  iii.  p.  295— 308»)  seem  to 
eover  ^e  whole  earth  with  darkness,  in  which  they  are  followed  by 
most  of  the  modems. 

**^  Origen  ad  Matth.  c.  27,  and  a  few  modem  critics,  Beza,  Le 
Clerc,  Lardner,  &c.,  are  desirous  of  confining  it  to  the  land  of  Judea. 

*••  The  celebrated  passage  of  Phlegon  is  now  wisely  abandoned. 
Wlien  TertuUian  assures  the  Pagans  t^at  the  mention  of  the  prodigy 
is  found  in  Arcanis  (not  Archiyis)  yestris,  (see  his  Apology,  c.  21,) 
he  probably  appeals  to  the  Sibyllme  verses,  which  relate  it  exactly  in 
the  words  of  the  GospeL* 

*  According  to  some  learned  theologians  a  misunderstanding  of  the  tex» 
m  the  Gospel  has  given  rise  to  this  mistake,  which  has  employed  ano 
wearied  so  many  laborious  commentators,  though  Origen  had  already  taken 
the  pains  to  preinform  them.  The  expression  vKbrof  iyivero  does  not  mean, 
they  assert,  an  eclipse,  but  any  kind  of  obscurity  occasioned  in  the  ataios- 
phere,  whether  by  clouds  or  any  other  cause.  As  this  obscuration  of  the 
sun  rarely  took  place  in  Palestine,  where  in  the  middle  of  April  the  sky 
was  usually  clear,  it  assumed,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Jews  and  Christians,  an 
importance  conformable  to  the  receivea  notion,  that  the  sun  concealed  a' 
midday  was  a  sinister  presage.  See  Amos  viii.  9,  10.  The  word  cxdroi  is 
often  taken  in  this  sense  by  contemporary  writers :  the  Apocalypse  says, 
hKorloOri  h  ^Uo(,  the  sun  was  concealed,  when  speaking  of  an  obscuration 
caused  by  smoke  and  dust.  (Reyel.  ix.  2^  Moreoyer,  the  Hebrew  word 
'jphal,  which  in  the  LXX.  answers  to  the  Greek  etAroij  signifies  any  dark- 
ness ;  and  the  Eyangelists,  who  haye  modelled  the  sense  of  their  expres- 
lions  by  those  of  the  LXX.,  must  haye  taken  it  in  the  same  latitude 
This  durkening  of  the  sky  usually  precedes  earthquakes.  TMatt.  xxyii.  51.) 
The  Heathen  authors  furnish  us  a  number  of  examples,  ot  which  a  mirac- 
ulous eznlanation  was  giyen  at  the  time  See  Ovid.  ii.  y.  33, 1.  xy.  y.  786. 
Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.  1.  ii.  c.  30.  Wetstem  Has  collected  all  these  examples  in 
his  edition  of  the  New  Testament. 

We  need  not,  then,  be  astonished  at  the  silence  of  the  Pagan  authors 
coneeminff  a  phenomenon  which  did  not  extend  beyond  Jerusalem,  and 
which  might  haye  nothing  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature ;  alUiough  the 
Christians  and  the  Jews  may  haye  regarded  it  as  a  sinister  presage.  Sec 
Michaelis.  Notes  on  New  Testament,  y.  i.  p  290.  Paulus,  Commentan 
VD.  New  Testament,  iii  p.  760.  —  G. 
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happened  during  the  lifetime  of  Seneca  and  the  elder  Plin^ 
who  must  have  experienced  the  immediate  eflects,  or  received 
the  earliest  intelligence,  of  the  prodigy.  Each  of  these 
philosophers,  in  a  laborious  work,  has  recorded  all  the  great 
phenomena  of  Nature,  earthquakes,  meteors,  comets,  and 
eclipses,  which  his  indefatigable  curiosity  could  collect. i*^ 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  have  omitted  to  mention  the 
greatest  phenomenon  to  which  the  mortal  eye  has  been  wit- 
ness smce  the  creation  of  the  globe.  A  distinct  chapter  of 
Pliny  ^^  is  designed  for  eclipses  of  an  extraordinary  nature 
and  unusual  duration ;  but  he  contents  himself  with  describing 
the  singular  defect  of  light  which  followed  the  murder  of 
Csesar,  when,  during  the  greatest  part  of  a  year,  the  orb  of  the 
sun  appeared  pale  and  without  splendor.  This  season  of  ob- 
scurity, which  cannot  surely  be  compared  with  the  preternatu- 
ral darkness  of  the  Passion,  had  been  already  celebrated  by 
most  ©f  the  poets  ^^  and  historians  of  that  memorable  age.*®* 


't?- 


**^  Seneca,  Quaest.  Natur.  Li.  15,  vi  L  viL  17.  Plin.  Hist.  Natur. 
I.  ii. 

»»»  Plin.  Hist.  Natur.  ii.  30. 

'••  VirgU.  Georgic.  L  466.  Tibullus,  1.  L  Eleg.  v.  ver.  76.  Ovid, 
Metamorph.  xy.  782.  Lucan.  PharsaL  i.  640.  The  last  of  these 
poets  places  this  prodigy  before  the  civil  war. 

"^  See  a  public  epistle  of  M.  Antony  in  Joseph.  Antiquit.  ziv.  12. 
Plutaich  in  Cflef;ar.  p.  471.  Appian.  Bell.  CiviL  L  iv.  Dion  Cassius. 
i.  xlv.  p.  431.  Julius  Obsequens,  c.  128.  His  little  treatise  is  an 
shstract  of  Liv^'s  prodigies. 
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